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Chapter one

IN FRONT OF THE MAP OF ALBANIA

Geographical position

The People’s Sociaiist Republic'df Albania is one of the

smallest- states on the European continent. It 4s situated in

the western part of the Balkan Peninsula and stretches be-
. tween latitude 39°33" (Konispol) and 42°39' (Vermosh) North
and longitude 19°16’ {Sazan) and 21°4’ (Vernik, Korga) East.

Bordetrs

The present state borders of Albania were defined after
{the Balkan War, at the 1913 London Conference. Contrary to
the struggle, the will and just aspirations of the -Albanian
people, the imperialist powers left many Albaman-mhablted
territories outside Albania’s borders.

Albania is bounded on the north and east by Yugoslavia,
on the south-east and south by Greece. The total length of
Albania’s borders is 1,204 kilometres, of which 476 with Yu-

- goslavia and 256 with Greece The coastlme extends over
-47% kilometres.

Area. _

Albania hags an ares of 28748 sq. km. It-extends from

north to south over a maximum length of 340 km. Its length -

2 - 117 A

e e PP o e e e T




18 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

from west 1o east varies from 75 o 150 km with a mean of
about 100 km. = - , : '

‘Relief
Degpite its emall territory, Albania has a varied morphb-

logy of many contrasts. dts soil is geologically recent. The
relief of the couniry is mainly mountainous. '

The mean altitude of the country is about 700 m, that is.

double the European mean. On about 1/3 (29.5 per cent) of
the area it does not exceed 300 m, and on the rest (70.5 per
cent) it varies from 300 to 2,700 m. o

Albanian relief is particularly varied and, from this as-
pect, the couniry may be summarily divided into three geo-
"physical areas: the Alps (of Northern Albania), Central Albania
~ and Coastal Albania. _

The Alps extend over the northern part of the country,
and their height varies from 2,000 to 2,700 m. They extend in
length from west to east over about 50 km and in breadth from

north to south over about 20 kilometres. Among the highest -

peaks of the Albanian Alps are Mt. Jezerca (2,694 m.), Mt.
Maja € Hekurave with the Peak of Peace (2,600 m), Mt. Ra-
dohima {2,570 m.) ete, :

In the snow-capped Albanian Alps start the headstreams
of torrents which cut through valleys of rare beauty.

Inner Albania, ~that is, Eastern Albania, is situated
south of the Albanian Alps and east of. Coastal Albania. It
extends. from the junction of the rivers While Drin and
Black Drin to Mt. Ostrovica at Leskovik, near the Greek
border. The mountains of this area differ from those of
Northern Albania. The direction of the mountain chains of
Irmer Albania is the same as that of the Dinaric Alps, that

is, from northeast to southeast, with one exception: the eastern

mountaing of Inner Ailbania have a north-east direction.

Inner Albania is a zone with its mountains cut by high
passes, deep river beds and narrow. valleys which give them
the features of a group apart. The mountain slopes are covered
with forests and pastures. - . -

_The highest peaks of Inner Albania are Mt. Korab
(2,751 m.), the highest mountain of Albania, and the third
highest of the Balkans, Gjalica e Lumés (2,484 m.) and Mali
i Dejés (2,264 m.). R -
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Coastal Albania lies southwest of the Albanian Alps and.

* west of Inner Albania, fremm which-it is separated by an obli~

que line running in north-eastern and south-zastern direction
from Shkodra to Leskovik. Bounded on the north by Yugosla-
via.and on the southeast bly Greece, Albania’s coast faces
mainly glong the Adriatic and, in its southern part, the Ionian

'Western Albania differs sensibly from the other areas,

. especially the mountainous ones. If 1s a generally. flat coun-

try, with its mountainous part opening inte large valleys,
This area comprises the fertile plains of Mat, Thumana and
Myzege, the langest plain of Albania.

The indented coast from Vlora te the proximity of Saranda
has a beauty of its own. This is the renowned «Albanian Ri-
viera», a picturesque region with a mild climate, washed by
the Ionian Sea. _ ' ) -

Along the highest mountains of Coastal Albania are Mt -
Nemercka (2,485 m.} and Mt. Tomorri, culminating with ffhé-.
Partizani Peak {2417 m.). o L

In all its length, from north ito south, the Albanian lit-
toral of the Adrialic is dotted wiith splendid beaches with
clean water, and fine sand with a high iodine content, whilé
the Ionian Coast, with the beauty of the surrounding land-
scape, the rest homes, the hotels and restauramfs that have
been built there, is one of the zones highly appreciated by
thousands of working people and tourisis.

Infernal waters

Albania is rich in streams, lakes and pools. They'_cover
an area of about 64,000 hectares. S _-

The territory of Albania is criss-crossed by a network of
short water courses, which is due to the limited width and
the relatively short distance of the mountains from the sea,
on the north as well as on the east. The main rivers are the
Drin {281 km), the Seman (252 km), the Shkumbin (146 km),
the Vjosa (138 km), the Mat (104 kmy), the Erzen (91 km), ithe.
Ishém (70 &m). = . . - :

The mountainous core of the country and the great dif-
ference of level from the upper reaches to the lower reaches ac-
counts for the rapid course of the rivers. Almost all the rivers
flow in east-western direction. None of them is navigable,-
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~ with the exception of the Buna which has its source in the
* Shkodra Lake and flows into the Adriatic. '

The ‘Albanian landscape is dotted with more than 150 lakes

and pools of diverse origin, They may be classified into: 1)
. tectonic lakes, like those of Shkodra, Pogradec and Presps;
2) «clastic lakes, like those of Belsh; 3) lakes of glacial origin,
like those of Lura, Allaman, etc.; 4) artificial lakes, like those
of Ulza, Vau i Dejés, Fierza, etc. Most of them are small and
- situated at high altitudes, the largest of them being those of
the border areas — the lakes of Shkodra, Pogradec and Prespa,
which, within the Albanian territory, cover an area of 370,
367 and 285 sq km, respectively. -

Climate

Albania is situated at an equal distance between the

Equator and the North Pole. The geographical position of the - .-
country, combined with other factors, accounts for its mild =

climate, The proximity of the Adriatic and, more so, of the
. Ionian, the great diversity of relief and the trend of mountain
rangeg, the masses of warm air coming from the Aflantic as
well as from Central Europe and the Balkans, create three

" different climatic zones: the Mediterransan-Atlantic zone along

the littoral, with all the characteristics of Mediterranean cli-
mate: the eastern and southeastern zone, influenced by the
continental air masses all the year round; the transitory
zone, exiending over the rest of Albania and situated between
the two former zones, with the sea air predominating during
the «cold half of the year. e : '
The mean annual temperaturé in the northeast of the
country lies at 14° and in the southwest at. 18°C. January
is the coldest month of the 'year when, according to the
regions, the mean temperature oscillates between 3° and 10° C,
E‘g‘}ﬂ;fsg g]y is the hotest month, with a mean temperature of
_ The temperature, by Balkan standards, is relatively high
all the year round. The total of daily temperatures varies, the
coast of Himara, in the south, being the warmest area.
Annual rainfall is in excess of 1000 mm, with a very
unequal distribution of rainfall in the different seascns. Sum-
mer is particularly dry in the southern regions and on the
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coast, Spells of drought may at times last more than one

fonth., Autumn and winter are characterized by heavy rains.

'Vegetation and animal life

Proportionally to their area, few couniries of the world
have so great a variety of plants, even species of them, of such
different origin, as Albania. The diversity of the climate, the
geological structure and relief and topography of Albania ac-
count for the great riches and variety of its vegetation and
animal life. About 3,500 species of plants representative of
most of the Balkans’ vegetation, as well as plants of other,
more distant regions, grow in Albania. : -

Four vegetation zones may be distinguished, the lowest
being the typically Mediterranean bush and shrubs zone. The
predominant fruit-trees grown here are the. olive, the vine as
well as the fig, orange, lemon, etc. Among the trees of this
zone we may mention the heather, oak, genista, eypress, efe.
Albaria has excellent.conditions for raising cereals and indus-
trial plants, such agf cotton

The second zon 3k, 1s larger, zﬁt/h plants

pesistent to the relative drought of the Mediterranean zone.

 Fruit-tpees such as the walnut, apple, pear, quince, prune,

vine, efc. are also widespread in this zone.

The third, essentially, humid zone is that of forests. The
beech is the characteristic tree of ‘this zone; beech forests
represent the extreme limit of afforestation, but pine forests
can also be found there.- :
Alpine pastures comprise the fourth and the highest
zone - -

The Albanian flora comprises more than~300 medicinal

\a d-herbs. Such are, among others, the clde .

st; e rich Albanian flora was'studied, although
not systemiatically, mainly by foreign scientists, However, due

 to the neglect of the former regimes. there existed no collec-

tion, no matter how incomplete, of our flora. Aware of
the both scientific and economic importance of the study of
‘our flora, our people’s state power has taken a number of
measures to promote its collection and study. Today more than
90 per cent of the study in this field is done by the Albanian
scientific workers. ' : : ,

K



22 . FORTRATT OF ALBANIA

* A& ¥k

- The mildness of the climate, the abundance of forests,
the thick network of water-courses, combined with the
mountainous character of the relief, are the factors which
- explain the remarkable wealth and wvariety of the Albanian

fauna, _

-Animal life in Albania, the same -as vegefation, is

very similar to thai of the Mediterranean and Central Euro-

- pean countries. Apart from domestic animals, there are many
species of wild animals — v‘:f{}l*&-was3 bears, foxes, as well ag
hares, deer, wild goats, etc. -

Albania also possesses a great ornithological wealth. Be-
sides all the species of domestic birds, there are many wild,
rapacious and non-rapacious birds.

The most diverse fish swim in Albanian waters. There %
are about 110 families of 2ll the species of fish of
diterranean, among which the mullet, the bass, the g'umard
ete. . -
Aware of the great Wealth of the flors and fauma of
Albania, the people’s power has shown great care to ensure
their preservation and rational utilization o the benefit of .
the entire people. _

Mineral and other deposits

Despite its small area, Albania has important mineral
resources, Geological research has estabiished that it has more
than 30 kinds of minerals (combustible, bituminous and me-
tallic minerals), construction materials, etc.

Alhania may be divided into two main geological zones:
the southwest — rich in hydrocarbouns and fuels, and the
northeast — rich in metallic mineral deposits. Among the hy-
. drocarbours, oil and matural bitumen come on top of the list.
Coal is the more important among the fuels,

. Albania possesses deposits of metallic minerals stch as
chrome, copper, iron-nickel, ete. In terms of chromium depo:-:- -

- #ts it ranks among the first countries of the world,

Copper was known and worked in Albania since ancient
times. It is found in basic eruptnve rocks in the forms cf
columans and zgglomerates.
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Among the non-metallic minerals, sulphur, ashestos, ar-
senfe, sands, plaster-stone, clay etc, may be mentioned.

There are many rocks that provide material for congtrue-
tion and ornament such as the white marble of Korab, the
pink marble of Burgajet and the marble of Korca.

* The sources of mineral waters have been utilized since
very ancient times. At Elbasan the Romans had built a thermal
station, the waters of which had great healing power, The -
moré important of them are at ‘Elbasan, Peshkopia, Selenica,
Leskovik and Glina.

Under the regimes- of the past the great wealth of the
Albanian subsoil was exploited by foreign companies for their
interests. The people’s power put an end to this state of things
by nationalizing all the companies and enterprises owned by .

" foreign or local capital. Thus the possibility was created for

the wealth below the ground to be employed for the develop-

" ment and the prospemty of the -counh‘y




Chapter two

THE POPULATION OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA

Albania is among the countries of the- world with the

highest rate of natural growth of the population. While from -

1923 to 1938 the average annunal growth rate of the population
was 1.7 per cent, from 1945 to 18980 it rose to 2.46 per cent,

. The great population growth after Liberation followed as
a natural result of the people’s power care for the develop-

ment of \the economy, culiure and public health services., In.

the course of its socialist development Albania became the
first counfry in {he world which has abrogated all taxes. The
level of expenditure for social cdonsumption is relatively high.
To this should he added the significant fact that many ser-
vices, such as medical care, etc. ave free of charge. During
the recent two decades, the fund of individual consumption
has grown about 4 times. _ : :

The Albanian working people are sure that the value
of their work will be returned to them. This assurance rests
on the very mature of the socialist economy, which develops
in a planned and proportional manner. The elimination of
the contradictions hetween production and. consumption and
ehsuring a constant surplus in the state budget has created

~all the conditions for the two tertms determining the value of
people’s income — wages and prices, to change only in
- opposite directions — the former going up and the latter going
down, thus bringing about an incessant imcrease of the real
income of the population, accompanied with a constant in-
" crease of material and cultural blessings, .

Natural growth is the main factor of the effective growth
of the population, because emigration and immigration play

< "
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no role alogether today. With the Liberation of the country,
the political and economic grounds for emigration were Li-
guidated. __ . o

In 1980 Albania had more than 2,700,000 inhabitants, that
is 2.5 times more than in 1938. However, the number of °
Albanians is far larger if account is taken of the Albanians
living outside the present state borders.

From 1938 to 1978, the densitly of the population has gone

- up from 38 to 96 inhabitants per sq km, though it varies from

one region to another. Generally, the mountainous regioms
have a sparse population, whereas the lowlands of the west
and the southeast (the region of Korca) ‘are more thickly
populated. - - o ,

- The vigorous development of industry, the creation of
new industrial and farming centres, the draining of swamps,
the opening up of mew land etc. have brought about major.

changes in demography. Before Liberation, only 15 per cent

of the population lived in the towns, while this percentage
has risen to 33.9 per cent today. ] :

As a whole, men'are more numerous than women — 51.5
per cant of the population, In 1978 people of the working
age made up-54 per cent of the population. - -~ ">

Albania is among the countries of Europe with the lowest
death rate, the highest birth rate and a long life expectancy. -
From a country with a very high death.rate it was before
Liberation (17 per thousand in 1938), Albania today rfanks
among the countries with a low death rate (7 per thonsand in
1978). This rate is directly dependent on the material, cultural
and health conditions of the population. s

- The care of the people’s power for man, which it considers
the most valuable capital, has resulted in the extension o
the average life expectancy. From 38 lyears it was in 1938,
it was 53 years in 1950 and more than 69 years today.

. According to estimates, the PSR of Albania in 1990 will

‘have 3.3 miflion inhabitants, and about 4 million by the

year 2000.

The origin of the Albanian people

The process of formation of the Albanian .péople is lost
in the mist of time. The problem of the origin of the Albanian
people was first taken up by the humanists of the 15th cen-
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tury, and more particularly by the Albanians Marin Barleti
and Marin Begikemi. .

- Proceeding from historical sources, they quite correctly
considered the Albanians as the descendants of the ancient
populations settled in Albania since ancient times, in other
words, the Illyrians. This thesis was gcientifically expoumnded
by the histerian I.G.Thunmenn in 1774, Arguments of a
mainly linguistic character were put forward in favour of this
thesis by G.Meyer, P.Kretschmer, N.Jokl, W.Cimochowski
. and many others. They showed that a good number of names
of places and people derived from the Ilyrian and some
isolated words found in inscriptions or the ancient authors,
can be explained only with the help of the .Albanian. Anthro-
pological observations also confirin the thesis of the Albanians
being the descendants of the Illyrians. The brachycephaly of
the present-day Albanians corresponds to that of the most
skulls found in the Illyrian necropolises. o

i Proceeding from the results of systematic = excava-
tions, carried out mainly after Liberation, the earliest traces

of man’s presence on Albarian soil date back to the Middle -

and Late Stone Age. :

However, the Illyrians are not the first link in the process
of formation of the present-day Albanian people. Archae-
ological and linguistic sciences are trying to go even deeper
in time, in search of the ancestors of the Illyrians, or in other
words, the earliest ancestors’ of the modern Albanians. Relying

" on many 0ld vestiges extant in the Albanian language, as well -

as on the material culture of the Albanian people, some
foreign scientists, among whom 1.G.Hahn, G.Stier, ‘L.Billow,
have as early as the past wentury come out with the thesis
according to which the Albanian people are the direct descen-
dants of the i ho were considered as the most an-
clent dn}mbimBalkam Peninsula and the Mediter-
rancan Basin. In our days, too, some scholars try to prove the
" existence of these linguistic and cultural vestiges in the pre=
sent-day Albanian, which they hold to be the language of a
wery ancient people, This is also borne out by the resulls of
the excavations carried out recently by the Albanian archaeo-

logists. These excavations have shown that the former thesis,

according to which the Illyrians had migrated to the regions
of present-day Albeniza in the beginning of the Iron Age, that

is, in the beginning of the first millennium before our era,

can no longer be upheld. The Albanian archacologists think
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that the presence of the Illyriang and their culture in the.
regions of present-day |Albania dates back to, at least, the
Bronze Age, if not to an earlier epoch. .As 18 seen, there is
good reason to look for the ancestors of the /Albanians in even
more remote historical times. R
Thus, the opinion according to which the Albanian people
had moved very early to the regioms thev inhabit today, has
gained funther comfirmation. Although in later periods the
Ilyrien population assimilated wew ethnical and cultural ele-
ments, especially under Roman and Byzantine domination as
 well ag during the Slav colonization, it has preserved its
- ethnic character as well as its language and culture, and
availing itself of the new historical, social and economic con-
ditions, formed the present-day. Albanian nation.

The national name of the Albanians

Our pecple today call themselves «Shgiptarés and their
country «Shqipéri» but the foreigners call them Albanians,
Albanais, Albaner, Albanese, and their country Albania, Al-
banie, Albanien. Of these two names, the second. is more
ancient and until the 17th and 18th centuries the only na-
tional mame of this people, o

Which is the historical origin of this name?

In the 2nd century of our era, the geographer Ptolemy, .
who lived in Alexandria of Egypt, notes on his map of the
world a tribe with the name Albanoi and a ity with the
name Albanopolis in an area which corresponds to present-day
Central Albania, between Durrés and--Dikra, Thére are all
reasons to believe that the city Gf_Albanopolis Was situated
on the site of the village of Zgérdhesh (not far away from
the city of Kruja, in the proximity of which the ruins of an
ancient Illyrian city are still distinguishable). From the name
of this tribe-the Albanian people have inherited their former
national name, by which they aré denominated by the other
peoples of the world. In the 11th céntury- the Albanians are
meniioned for the second time by the Byzamtine chroniclers
as Albanci, Albanifai, and Albania as Albanon. These names
are met with in all the following historical documents of the
Middle Ages. : . '

As is known, during the 14tk century and especially the
15th century, follbwing the Turkish invasion, thousands of
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Albanians emigrated to Greece and Italy, where they founded
Albanian settlements, stubbornly preserving their old mother
tongue until this day. These sattlers called ‘themselves «Ar-
béresh» and ‘their couniry «Arlpérs. o

~ -The names of «~Shqgiptar» and «Shgipéri» were totally

unknown to them. Hence one can infer that these mames were -

not yet in use at least until the 15th centur'y, Even the old
Albanian authors of the 16th and 18th centuries mention only
the name of Arbér. This denomination survives 1o this day
on the territory of Albania proper, especially in the region
between Vlora and Delvina. Not far from Tirana, one finds
today the village of Arbana the name of which, as can easily
be seen, is but a different form of the name Arbér, Until the
18th century, the Albanians who emigrated to foreign coun-
tries would give this name to ‘théir newly founded settle-
ments. So the former pame of the Albanians and Albania is
Arbér. . . : :

The forms in Alb- used by the foreigners are, according
to the scientists who have occupied themselves with this
problem, mostly alterations of . Atb- into Alb-. o

The new names of «Shgiptar» «Shqipéri,. «Shgipnis
began to appear over the last centuries. Gjon- Buzuku (1555),
the earliest known Albanian writer is the first to have used
the word «shqip,> but this he did to design the language,
while he uses the mame «Arbén» to denominate the country.

likewise, the other authors of the 18th century use the -

word «shgip» only for the language. Proceeding from this
word which designed the language, the names «shgiptar> and

«Shaipéri= subsequently emerged and gradually replaged

the ‘ancient names of «Arbér and «Arbéria-. . B

The etymology of the word «shqip» is- explained in
many different ways, but none of them can be considered
satisfactory. The widespread opinion prevails that the name
of «shqiptar» derives from the. word <shqipe- {eagle), which
- the Albanians hold in special esteem. '

Chapter three

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION AND THE MAIN
L CITIES -

The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is divided
into 26 administrative units, or districts, which are directly
dependent on the central state apparatus, Disiricts in turn

- are sub-divided into a number, of localities. The locality is an

administrative unit made up of a number ¢f villages con-
gtituting a territorial wunit. The . regrouped village stands
at the same level as the locality in the administrative order;
it ‘comprises several villages which, on their part, form a
basic territorial and economic unit @part, on the basis of -
which the regrouped cocperatives are set up. The village
is the basic unit of the administrative division in the coun-
tryside. On the map of today’s Albania there are 62 cities
and major inhabited centres, which adminisiratively are
considered the same a3 the cities, The basic unit of the
administrative division for the bigger cities is the quarter.

The people’s councils are the organs of the state power
in the districts, localities, regrouped villages, villages, cities .

~and city quarters. :

The administrative division of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania serves to bring the state power as close
to the people "as posible, to give the working masses the
possibility of actively participating in the government of
the whole country and of contributing to the successiul set-
tlement of various problems of a state, economic, cultural and
other character. . ' .
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Antiquity of Albanian cities

. Accofding to the historical epochs in which they .We're
founded, ‘the Albanian cities belong to several categories:

ancient Illyrian eities: Scodrinon (Shkodra), Epidamnos or -

- Dyrrachium (Durrés), Antipatrea (Berat), Apollonia {today the
village of Pojan in the Fier District), Buthroton (Butrint);
cities founded in the epoch of Greek colonization: Lissus
(Lezha), Nywphaion (Shéngjin), Orychon (in ‘the vicinity of
Pasha Liman, in the Vlora District) Phoinike (Finigi, a
viliage of Delvina), Aneximas (Saranda); cities founded in the
~epoch of the Illyrian states: Byllis (Gradishté, a place unin-
habited today), Olympe (the village of Margéllig), efc.; cities
founded in the epoch of Roman

~ Hadrianopolis (in -the proximity of Gjirokastra), Albanopolis
(situated within the iriangle Durrés-Elbasan-Kruja), Scampa

{on the site of preseni-day Elbasan), Claudiana (Peqin),

Epicaria {Puka); cities founded during the Byzantine empire:
Kruja and Petrela; finally, cities founded during the Turkish
occupation: Fier, Lushnja, Kavaja, Tirana, Pogradec, Korga,
Voskopoja, Vithkuq, Leskovik, Pérmet, Elbasan (on the ruins
- of ancient Scampa), -

The main cities of Albania

"The Capital of Albania, Tirerna which has been awarded
the Title of Hero City, is-the principal economic, administra-
tive and cultural cenire of the People’s Soccialist Republic
of Albania, It is situated in the centre of the country, almost

at an equal distance between its northen and southern, as -

well s eastern and western borders. The city is surrounded
by hills on all sides. '

Tirana is a relatively new city. It is: not mentioned"

in historical documents prior to the 15th' century, the
epoch of the wars of Skanderbeg. ‘Due to ils favourable
position, the cily developed rapidly over the 18th century
and, although it never became an administrative centre,
since 1614 it played some role in the histor'y of the couniry.

" In 1920 Tirana became the Capital of Albania, Its popu-
lation rose from 10,845 in 1923 to 25,079 on the eve of the

. occupation: Aulon (Viera),

T
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Second World War, In 1979 the city of Tirana had 192,000 .
inhabitants, : :

- During the nazi-fascist occupation Tirana was the centre
of the organization of the National Liberation War. The Com-
munist Party of Albania, which led the pedple in the National
Liberation War, was founded in Tirana on November 8, 1841.
Hundreds of actions were carried out against the occupiers in
Tirana. ' ) : : _ _

The battle for the liberation of Tirana, which lasted three
weeks (from Qclober 29 to November 17, 1944) was among
the fietcest and the most glorious battles of the National
Liberation. War, On November 28, 1944, the first democratic
government, chaired by Comrade Enver Hoxha, made its
entry into the Capital!l ' :

During the years after Liberation, the Capital of the
PSR of Albania has completely changed its appearance.

It has assumed the features of a modern city. Along with

big industrial plants and many socio-cultural buildings, there
are hundreds of shops, thousands of dwelling houses, parks
and gardens, etc. . S

. Tivena is-the first city of the couniry -in regard to indu-
strial output. Compared with 1938, industrial production has
increased meore than 92 times, the pre-liberation volume of
production” of Tirana was realized in less than 3 days in
1979. The indusirial enterprises of the Capital turn out motors,
cnanes, excavators, turbines, steel pipes and transformers, as
well as textiles, clothing, footwear, - foodstuffs, furniture
and domestic appliances, glassware, kitchen utensils, medica-
ments and hundreds of other articles. - ' _

“Tiraha is the main educational and cultural centre of the
country, The number of its schools and educational institutes
has increased drom year to year. In Tirana are the Academy
of Sciences of the PSR of Albania, the University, the

- «V. I. Lenin» Higher Party school, several research institutes,

the Higher Institute of Agronomy, the .Higher School of
Arts, several polytechnical and technical secondary schools,

) the Opera and Ballet Theatre, the People’s Theatre, the

Puppet Theatre, the «New Albanias» Film Studio, the muse-
ums of archaeology and ethnography, of natural sciences,

T At ifs 2rd Meeting held from 20 to 28 of October 1044 in libersted
Berat, the Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee became the Dermo-
cratic Government of Albania. ' -
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Shkodra was the last Albanian city to fall
the Ottoman invaders in 1479.

Shkodra was liberated by the National Liberation Army
on November 29, 1944, which is celebraled as Day of the
Iiberation of Albania, The aspect of this important city keeps
changing every day, with an ever expanding indusirial area
which, among others, comprises a powerful hydro-eleetric
plant, a copper wires plant, a cement factory, a modern brick
kiln, a tobacco curing factory and a cigarettes manufacturing
factory. The food processing occupies an important place in
the economic activity of the Shkodra district. It boasts, among
other things, a flour mill, a noodles factory, a large milk
processing factory, ete. ) '

In the Shkodra of old, religious division and strile was
an acute phehomenon and women lived in almost total seclus-
ion,- whereas today it has become an important cultural
centre, with a ‘higher teachers’ fraining institute, many
secondary "and eighi-year schools, as well as about 150
cultural and artistic institutions. Dozens of women occupy ..
posts of responsibility and exercise the most diverse professions.

. The largest city of eastern Albania is Korca, one of the
principal economic and cultural centres of the country. Libe-
rated by the Albanian Naticnal Liberation Army on October.

. 24, 1944, the city, which had a tradition in cottage industry,
renowned especially for its artistic carpets, now boasts various
modern »industries. The Korca district accounts for an im-
portant part of the industrial and agricultural produetion
of the country. The Korga district ranks among the first

in the ha.nds of )

in terms of the area of arable land, in the production of

‘bread grain, potatoes, oat, sugar-beet, and lucerne, as well
as in the number of cattle, pigs, horses, etc. '

. The Korga district is also renowned for its fruit-tree
plantations. Vast tracts of land planted with apple, pear,
cherry, prune and other fruit trees have been transformed into
plantations, especially in the formerly poor and abandoned
territories of Dvoran and Kamenica. '

_Apart from Tirana, another two cities have been awarded
“the title of Hero City: Kruje and Viora.

The foreign visitors have called Kruja, the ancient capital -
of Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg, «the balcony on the Adriatios,
and this not only because from. the mountain-siope on which
the city is situated one has a broad view of the Adriatic
Bea but also because, in the time of Skanderbeg, Kruja

L
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was the place towards which all the peoples of the Balkans
and Europe had turmed their eyes, seeing in it the uncom-
guerable citadel, the.centre of the invicible Albanains. After
. Skanderbeg’s death the Otftoman expeditions Tushed wave
upon wave, wreaking destruction in the ,Albanian cities,
ruining the finest works. of architecture — the castles, the
cathedrals, the palaces of the nobles and the public build-
ings. Valuable paintings and sculptures, together with an
inestimable number of documents and manuscripts were

lost or irreparably damaged. The citadel of Kruja is still
standing stern and majestic on its rocky hilltop, about 600

metres above sea level, despite the destructions Of the wars
and the injuries of - the time.

Kruja iz the centre of the region of the same name.
Today it has become an important industrial and agricultural
area with a chemical fertilizers plant, a cement factory, a
copper dressing plant, a wood-working mill; ete. The acreage of
arable land ‘has increased more than 4 fold ‘as against 1938,
. mainly due to the great drainage schemes carried out after the
liberation of the country and the breaking-in of new land.

The city of Viora, likewise honoured with the title of
Hero City, .is situated in the southwestern part of the
country. Ptolemy, the Alexandrine geographer of the 2nd
century of our era, mentions it under the name of Aulon. It
is in this city that on November 28, 1912 the national inde-

pendence of Albania was proclalmed after centuries-long -

wars against the Ottoman rule, and an Albanian government
presided by Ismail Qemali was set up. Vlora today is an’' im-
rportant industrial and cultural centre. What Vlora produces
in less than 12 days is equal to the total production of the
country in 1938. Instead of the 13 small shops and manufac-
turing units it had in 1938, today this district has more than
60 enteprises, among which factories producing soda - ash,
polyvinyl chloride, eleciric bulbs, cement, canned food, efc.
Vlora has more than 100 schools of all categories and about
120 cultural and artistic instifutions,

The acreage of farm land has doubled as against the
pre-war period. Vlora is built at the foot of soft-rolling hills
“planted with olives and citrus-trees,

Viera was liberated by the forces of the National Libe-

ration Arm'y of Albania on October 25, 1044, If Viora is .

given the title of Herc City this is not only because the

mdependence of Albania was proclaimed on November 23 =
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1912 there, but also because it was in Viera that the forces
of the Italian invaders were thrown out into the sea by the
Albanian patriots in 1920. Vlora is a port of great stralegic
Jmportance which ‘the Xhrushchevite revisionists tried in
vain to twm into a military base. for their plans of social-
imperialist aggression in the Mediterranean. The firfn stand
of our Party and people on this question is well-known. The
foreign. reader will find a clear exposition of this stand in
Volume 19 of Comrade Enver Hoxha's Works, in Volume
3 of his Selected Works, or in his work «The Khrushchewtes,
alreary translated in several languages. :

The two museum-towns, Berat and ijrokastra are ol
particular .arch‘ltecwmc interest. _

Berat, or as it is still called, the City of a Thousand
Windows, existed as an important centre as early as the

4th-3rd century before our era. In spite of the destructions - -
-and reconstructions carried out over the centuries, the city

in the present condition preserves fine specimens of-architec-
ture belonging to the period between the middle of the 18th

.century and the end of the 19th century. The dwelling house

of Berat is a great architectural atiraction. The typical Berat
house i3 a large stone-walled, two- storied building with an

inner gallery — a characteristic which predominated house-- .

building in the 18th century, The ground floor is occupied by

- service rooms with a vaulted outer staircase leading to the first

floor gallery which gives access fo all the dwelling-rooms. This
type of house, which is also found in some other cities of
our country, represents an improvement om the peasant
dwelling, as people fromr the couniryside came fo increase
the population of the city in the course of its development.

The Berat houses are rich in woodwork ornaments. Worth
of particular attention are especially the reception rooms
where the Albanian master builders are in their height in
the beautifully carved ceilings, cupboards and ornaments.
Wood carvings of great beauty are found- among others, in
the Berat cathedral,

Berat has large and plcturesque blocks of buildings,
such as that of the Mangalem cuarter, which 'is a unique

. architectonic unit, with ils massive character gwmg the -

pression of a giant single construction. Berat is built with
remarkable architectural equilibrium, achieveéd through hor-
izontal composition and skilful utilization of the environment.

The harmonious ersembles created by the Albanian master
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builders are a delight to the eye and convey an impression
of serenity. The present-day construction. of the city tends
to harmonizing new buildings with the museum pari of the
city — the quarters of Kala, Mangalem and Gorica. A great

deal of conservation and restauration work is being carried

out -in these three quarters,

Industry, also, has expanded in the Berat district, com-
prising, among ofhers, the oil centre of the Stahn-Clty and
the textile mills, The Berat district is also a very important
agricultural centre producing cereals, <otton, tobacco, fruits,

olives. A vast plantation of more than 200,000 f1g-trees covers

part of the hills surroundmg the city.

Gjirdkastra, situated in the south of the countl‘y is a-

huge magnificent museum. The way the city is built is a
rarity in the town-planning aspect, its original mediaeval
architecture preduces a strong impact. After visiting this
museum-city, the French publicist G. Chantepleure said:
«Gjirokastra astonishes me. It is unlike any other city I have

seen, even in my dreams... In whatever direction I turn,

I see a silvery city capriciously massed around its citadel. ..
I look at it time and again and. never feel tired..

The original architecture of this stone c1ty built on
‘rock is delightful in its force, dynamic rhythm, elegance and
organic coalescence with the -env1mnment The mass of stone
seems to spring up from the rock on which it rests. In its

present state, the cily preserves ensembles of buildings and-

whole quarters belonging to the period from the end of
‘the 18th century to the end of the 19th century. The city
stretches on the slope of Mali i Gjer& on bare rocky terrain.
The citadel, built on a hillock in the centre of the city and
- surrounded on all sides by dwelling houses,: towers imposing
and monumental over the city., The Gjirokastra - dwelling-
house, with its obvious defensive structure, is a typically

Albanian creation. It developed to its ultimate foim after .

a long process which extends over three centuries, con-
stantly responding to the needs of the time.

The interior of the Gjirckastra house reflects the creative
spirit and fine taste of the Albanian builders: wood-carved

ceilings, doors, cupboards etc., plaster moulded - fire-places.

with floreal motifs,

The city, which was liberated by the partisan forces in
September 18, 1944, js rich in museums all of which have
been created after Liberation. Worth mentmmng are the
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Museum of the National Liberation War, the Museum of
the Albanian Renaissance. in the house of the great patriots
Cerciz. and Bajo Topulli, the Museum of Weapons arranged
in the interior of the citadel, etc. There are several factories
of the engineering, light and food processing industry. The
region has a highly-developed agriculture, especially .in the
Drino wvalley.

Elbasan, Scampa of the antiquity, 1n1L1d1]y was an im-
portant relay centre which grew inle a prosperous town,
oan the famed Via Egngtic which linked Rome with Con-
stantinople. Destroyed by the Goths and rebuilt by the
Byzantine emperors, the cily owes its existence, as well as
its successive destructions, to the Vie Egnetia. In the 15th
century Sultan Mehmed the Congueror reconstructed the
citadel and made it a bage and starting point for his incurs-
ions and sieges of Kruja. It was he who gave it the name

~ of Elbasan.

‘Before Liberation, Elbasan was a small mediaeval town
of 15,000 inhabitants. Liberated on November 11, 1944 by the
National Liberation Army, it has expanded and developed
in all fields. Population has trebled and industry madé great
progress. The oil refinery in Cérrik, the «Nake Spiru» wood-
working - mill, the cement and food-processing factories, as -
well as the big metallurgical combine — the «Steel aof the
Party» Metallurgical Works, have been built there. Cereals,
tdbacco, fruits, olwes, etc. are cultivated exiensively in thls
region. Elbasan is alsoc an important cultural centre. It has
a filial of the University of Tirana, several middle schools, a
professional theatre, a number of museums and a very active
artistic 11f-e . . i




" Chaepter Four

THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE HAVE WON THEIR.
FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE WITH. THE
BLOOD THEY HAVE SHED '

Sword in hand through the path of history

June 29, 1969. The veterans of the 15th Shock Brigade

are lined up to commemorate the day of the formation of
their brigade. A young woman stands beside those who have
fought the Italian and German {ascists in stern battles.
She has come (o take the place of her father. _
. She was born in 1949, one month after her father, Cap-
tain Bektash, fell in battle, defending the borders of the
Homeland. She represents the fourth successive generation of
gsons and daughters who have not known their fathers.

Her grand-grandfather
action against the Ottoman invaders in-the beginning of the
eentury. . . ' ' e

. Panarit, a village in the-mountains of the Korca

‘district, was a refuge for the peasants who had revolted

against the beys ahd foreign oppression. Freedom was for

them the supreme aspiration. They possessed very little land
and bread was offen in short supply.. Nevertheless, these
highlanders were ready to exchange all the bread they had
for a pistol, a symbeol, in their eyes, of power and liberty.

In 1898, the Turks encircled Panarit, hoping to force
the insurgents to surrender. Stern fighting went on from
hill slope to hill slope, from house to house. The Turkish

Bektash Merko  was killed in
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~and their land. . .
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artillery shelled the village to ruins, but the insurgents

- remained inflexible, :

As the Turks withdrew towards Berat, the villagers of
Panarit bid the last farewell to their sons fallen for the
defence of the Homeland, and to Bektash Merko, the only -
male of his family, who was among them. o R

. In these game dalys his wife was delivered of a son. He -
was called Bektash, to perpetuate the memory of his father.
Little Pektash grew up very quickly... as if hastening to
take the place of his father among the guerrillas. And the
day came when, still-a child, he took the rifle and went
to take the place of his father, From 1911 to 1917 he
~ fought in the same guerrilla unit agairist the Greek chauvinists
who attacked Panarit and the surrounding areas. Few. were
the place§ in which he did not fight... Born in the heat of
‘battle, he met his death in battle at Meleka.

.Some days later, his wife was delivered of a son. The
-history was repeating itself... He, too, was called Bektash.
When he grew up he began roaming about the country
in search of work. Young Bektash, the third of this name,
was a sgkilled mason.

When the partisan war broke ouf, Bektash changed his
mason's paper cap with the red-starred cap of the partisan
fighter. After Liberation he completed his studies at the
Officers’ Schoal and was promoted captain. C

On August 2, 1849, he fell on the battleficld at the
- head of his Dbattalion ‘while defending the Albanian border
against the Greek chauvinist armies. :

The third on the Bektash line did not succeed in seeing
his offspring, either. A month .after his death, a daughter,
his first child, was born to the family. : '

She was born and has grown up in free Albania. She
has only heard about the National Liberation War, but to-
morrow, if the Homeland calls her, she will fight just as
her father, her grandfather and her grand-grandfather did...

The heroic history of her family is not a special case.

It is an image of the history of the Albanian people, who,
generation after generation, have defended their freedom 7 z

Pid

Surrounded by rapacious big empires, which exercised
military, economic and political pressure on them, the Afba-
‘nians have constantly had to fight sword in hand to defend .
their existence as a nation, their language and-their culture, ;
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With their extraordinary vitality and energy, they have
foiled the attempis of the invaders to -assimilate them,
evict them from their fertile land, drive them away from
the great routes ol communication, from the coast, keep them
* under their domination; press-gang them into the Roman
legions, the armies of the Byzantine empergrs, the Tutkish
sultans or the Serbian kings.

On the hard road they had to iraverse in order to occupy
the place they deserve the Albanian people have developed
and tempered the features which are their own, and the
" combativeness and persistence which have characierized them
through the centuries,

The Albanian people are among the most ancient peo-

ples of Europe. Archaeclogical finds and scientific research -

prove this conclusively.

In ancient times, the territory of pr\esent—day Albama
as we have already said, was inhabited by the Illyrians.
They were among the largest populations of Europe. Recent
discoveries by Albanian archaeologists prove that the Illyrians
inhabited the Albanian territory at least as. early as the
beginning of the third millennium h.oe.

In the first millennium b.o.e, thg Illyrian society had
already reached a high degree of devls
things, the Illyrians began to work irdn, silver, bronze and
produce utensils of baked earth. They were skilful farmers
and cattle-raisers and skilful arlisans who used the loom. They
built powerful citadels and founded large towns, developed
commerce and minted their owh coins. They were good ship-
builders and hold namgators Later they set up states defen-
ded by sirong armies. The more known Illyrian states were
those of the Encheleans, the ’%aul ns and, ahove all, the
Ardians. .

The Ilyrians had de re atmns mth the Greek sta-
tes. In order to strengthen these relations, in the 7th century
b.oe. the Greeks foufided their colomies on the Albanian
coast; such as Durpés~(Dyrrachium or Epidamnos — 627
“b.s.a), Pojan in the egion (Apollonia, 588 b.oe), Butrint
and many. others. ese centres “of a highly developed
civilization came under the influence of the Illyrian civiliza-

tion, be it only for the reason that they developed on the

territory of the great Illyrian states which put them under
. their rule. Valuable monuments of culture have been unearth-
ed at Butrint,- Pojan, Durréds, ebe. but unfortunately they

Jpment. Among other -
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were systematically plundered by the foreigners up to the
day of the liberation of the country,

The further development of this process, which would
have led to the formation of the Tliyrian nation, was halted
by the Roman occupation which lasted from the 2nd century

“b.o.e. to the 4th century ‘A.D. The ancestors of the Albanians

had to defend their freedom and independence sword in hand
against the foreign invaders. They put up stiff resistance to
the Roman armies of cccupation. It wag only in 167 b.oe,

- after three bloody profracted wars, that the Romans succeeded

in occupying Hlyria. The independent Illyrian states were
liguidated. The Romans expelled whole Tllyrian popula- '

‘tions and iransported thern as captives or suspects to distant

regions of their empire. They founded powerful Roman colonies
in the territory of present-day Albania, while exerc¢ising all- .
round pressure through their more advanced culture and
technology. These factors posed the threat of Romanization
of the Illyrian population and of the creation of a Roman
or neo~Latin nationality in place of an Illyrian nationality.

But the [llyrians resisted arms in hand to the invaders.
In 135 b.oe. the Ardians revolted: Their uprising assumed
such extension that the Romans were forced 1o dispatch
considerable forces against them, and eventually transplanted -
them to the innér regions of Herzegovina. But even

‘after that the Illyrians continued to rise in revolt against

Rome. The Roman historian Suetonius writes that the Illy-
rian uprising of the years 6-9 AD. was the most formidable
foreign war Rome had t¢ wage next fo the Punic Wars.

- The later events brought cut the astonishing vitality of
the Illyrian population. After the division of the Roman
Empire in 393 AD, the territories of present-day Albania
were placed under Byzantlum which for two eenturies made
no change in the former situation' of. these regions. The
slave-owning institutions remained in force and Latin remained
the official language, as well as the language of the Church -
and culture. During this period the Albanian territory -was
invaded by. various barbarian tribes — the Visigoths, Ostro-
goths, Hans, Vandals. The Visigoths; who had settled for
more than 150 years in Central Albania, stayed longest .in

~our territory. Towards the 5th century, the mass migration
‘of the Slav populations began, which, in the 7th century,
settled for good in Illyrian territory and -tried to get the
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upper hand. The Tllyrian cities or Romanized colonies, which

were rapidly losing their importance to the point of complete
disappearance, could not stem this devastating flood.

Like the Roman occupation, the Siav colonization threat-
ened the Illyrians with the danger of assimilation. The Iily-
rians, who had resisted Romanization, entered a new stage of
struggle for their ethnical existence, a struggle which unfortu-
nately it is impossible to follow closely, as the historical
documents on this dark period of the early Middle Ages are
almost totally missing. The extremely rare documents from
this epoch do not even mention the exisience of an ancient
Ilyrian “population, But the Illyrians, although driven into
the intericr of the terrifory of present-day Albania, con-

- tinued to exist and even put up surprisingly energetic resis-

tance to the Slav and Byzantine pressure. Not only that but
they even began to regain little by little their lost positions,

breaking out of their shell of fribal and peasant communities
into which the foreign pressure.had forced them to entrench-

themselves. _ : : . _

In this period, feudal relations flourished and -became
the main form of relations of production. This enabled the
Albhanian feudal lords to strengthen their positions perceptibly.
In 1185, the Albanian feudal lords got rid of Byzantine confirel
and formed their first state, the Principality of Arbéria.
Kruja was its capital and its first chief was Progon (1190-

However this state was short-lived. Bul although ’ﬁflsh—
ed by the superior forces of the neighPpouring peoples, its
influence made itself felt on the futher epolution of Albanian
history. The country woke up with rengwed forces as if to
make up for the lost time. The reborn i@'— developed and
extended at an unprecedented rabe; agriculture and animal
husbandry prospered in the fertile plains. A number of feudal
dynasties, like those of Thopia, Shpata, Balsha, Kastrioti, efe.,

wepe formed -as-feudal principalities, which were constantly

warring amongst themselves for the extension of their res-
pective possessions. ' o o _

By this time the country was faced with a new threat.
When the thistorical process 'of centralization, which would

i have eventually led to the formation of a single Albanian
. state, was -well.under way, the Ottoman Turks appeared at
- the gates of Albania, s - _ :
Availing themselves of . the feudal divisions and the
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weéakness of the Byzantine Empire, they made reiterated
incursions into Albania, occupying the whole of the country

‘with the exception of the mountain regions.

In this period, when the Ottoman hordes at the apoge?-\l

of their power were pushing on irresistibly and threatening !
the entire Eurspean civilization with destruction, the Albanian)

people wrote with their blood some of the most brilliant
pages of the history of the continent, _

'

The glorious epic of the Albanian people under the
leadership of Gjergj Kasirioti — Skanderbeg

No more than the preceding invaders — the Romans and
Byzantines, the Visigoths and Ostrogoths, the Huns and Slavs,
did the Ottomans find in Albania a submissive population.
In November 1443, under the leadership of Skanderbeg, a ge-
neral insurrection broke out against the new occupiers. The
insurgents liberated Kruja and on November 28 proclaimed
the restoration of the free Principality of Albania, raising the
Kastrioti flag, the black two-headed eagle on a red background
over the white citadel of Kruja. In December 1443, all the
Turkish garrisons were driven out of Central Albania. .

The Qttomans would have coped easily with the insurgents
were these not golidly unifed and well organized from  the
political and military standpoint. Losing no time, Skanderbeg

set about the primary task — the formation of a united anti-

Turkish front and of a well-organized Albanian army capable

" of halting the imminent offensive of the Ottoman forees. 30
‘in March 1444 he called

] all the Albanian princes to a general
assembly which was held in”the Albanian city of Lezha (at
that time a Venitian possession) in which the decision was
made, to form a political and military alliance. which is
known under the name of the «Alhanian Teague., or the
«League of Lezha», the creation of an Albanian army and a’
common- fund for this purpose. The assembly elecled Skan-
derbeg chief of the League and supreme cqmmander of the
féderated army. - .

History had assigned to the Albanian. people a mission

which the Balkan princes could not carry out and which the }

Western states; despite their - greater -wealth, military. po- ..,

tential and better crganization, were unwilling to assume. These f,‘»" :

/
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were the stormy years in which the Albanian people, with
their limited human resources and insufficient economic
means; relying only on their own capacities and experience
- of war, the spirit of sacrifice which characterized them under
| the leadership of Skanderbeg, who was not only a bold war-
) rior but also a past master in military art, wrote the Albanian
| epic of the 15th century, which for ever will remain one of

the most glorious chapters, not onty of the history of _Albania,

S

hut.also_of ‘the Whole confinent. For a qudrter of a cenfury
thely foiled 22 major Turkish expeditions, always’ coming off
victorious against the «invincible» arms of the Ottomans, :
- Three times in succession, Murad IT and his ‘son,
Mehmet II, were forced to lift the siege of XKruja, the
political and military centre of Albania, in utter disgrace.
Heroic Kruja was a brilliant illustration to the whole world
of the fact that against the gallant resistance of a freedom-
loving people, all policy of intimidation, buttressed by the
most modern lethal weapons, ‘is doomed to shameful failure.
The biggest cannon ever cast in the epoch, the cannon which
intimidated even countries hundreds of kilometrés away from
Albania, failed in front of the walls of Kruja. In famous bai-
tles which go under the name of Torvicll, Drin, Uji i Bardhé,
bte7"Gifde] Kastrioti succeeded in masterfully combining the
tactics of guerrilla wartare, consisting of surprise attacks, sud-
dert etreats?and ambushes, with that of pitched battle. With
the military operations he carried ouf, he turned the valleys
- of the Drin i Zi and the Upper Shkumbin into the graveyard
of the Turkish armies which. were mapy timeb .superior .in
number. - ' a:( ' -

- A great master of the military art, (Skanderbeg kept
the enemy forces in a state of constant tension, Hgrassed them
with surprise attacks, cut their lines of communijcation and
supply in order to deal them eventually his lightning blows .
after having drawn them into an ambush. Applying the prin- .
ciple of «defence through atteck,~ Skanderbeg used attacks as
his best defensive weapon. '

' ( ‘The objective conditions for the long successful war

against the Otto s comprised the economic resources and
' Ppular masses, which had long-standing
Beedowd and great experience of warfare.

The popylar masses were the main driving force of the
struggle foy’ land, freedom and independence. In fact, the
feudal lords were splif. Only some of them showed their

s

energies -of the popular masses, confidence which was con-
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readiness to defend the inferests of the country arms in hand,
while the others placed themselves in the service of the
Turks.

The secret of Skanderbeg’s victories, which astonish the
historians even to this day, lies in the fact that he knew bet-
ter than anybody else in his epoch to win the broad masses
of the people over to his cause and give a popular character

- to his liberation war.

The Albanians were obliged to fight single-han
without aid from abroad. In the just war they waged,
reliance became a decisive condition for victory. This impTre
that the leaders had unshakeable confidence in the iminense

stantiy. tested and temnpered until it-became \owerﬁu}% motiv

force in the Albanian epic.— jj/u.&g 7 Ui R pudf S K‘W
- Having succeeded in combihing these two factors, Skan- % "
derbeg applied them to the Albanian terrain, and thus achiev- ;\/\c :
1!‘”?

ed his victories. : :
. « I did not bring you the liberty, I found it amongst
you... I did not bring you your arms, I.found you in arms»

~— these memorable words, which the hero addressed the \//

people of liberated Kruja, express in a nutshell his high eva-

luation of the popular fgrees,as,the, prindipal ive for
the liberation struggle, w'%é&\% Ww ( M_,ka‘
And Skanderbeg, right from the beginNing 3 his“thilitary W

and state activity, relied on the popular masses. The popular ##%
masses saw in the war he waged the only way. of salvation. M
His army drew its forces from them, and its fighters, whom 1= .
the Turks themselves compared with «tigers of mountain M
warfare,» knew neither fear nor submission, and did not ~
hesitate to turn their country into scorched earth for the oS
enemy. In this manner Skanderbeg succeeded in countering
the wavering attitudes and the separatist tendencies of the¥af
feudal chiefs. - - Y
The systematic incursions of the Ottoman hordes, the pil-{ R0
lage and devastation they wrought ruined the once flourishing ‘((k'
cities. In these conditions, (he fundamental aim of the people’s f‘

o

struggle waged by Skenderbeg for & guarter of a_century, con- Tpd A
sisted in stemming ThiS @AM on the economic and human .4

resources of the country, preventing the destruction of the
developing production forces and defending the whole socio-
political and cultural level of development attained in that
epoch. By this policy he won the popular masses, which rallied
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war to the end
children, who, when were
an active force in the war..
This war awakened and di ped a powerful feehng of -
patriotiszn amongst the masses ofthe people. It assumed the
: 3 features of an essemiially popular war, For 25 years -on end,
Qﬁ' the Albanian popular masses, anonymous heroes, fought under
Lthe leadership of Skanderbeg to defend their soil, their freedom

and independence, building the solid foundatmns of the edifice
which the future generations were to complete: the union of
the Albanian people in a national state. Skanderbeg's epoch
is a brilliant illustration of the vital :force and the highest
virtues of the Albanian people.

Of course, the personal qualities of G]ergJ Kastrioti stood
much for his victories. The figure of Skanderbeg siood cut in
sharp contrast to those of the ‘European. princes. When. he

"~ went to Rome in 1466, the masses of the people, that had
turned up in the streets to hail him, expected to see the usual
S

@0@

procession of personages in sumptuous robes, but they re--
mained greatly surprised at seeing the Albanian hero of uni-

L)

versal fame «dressed like a pauper-. This simplicity of the:
@Q Albanian national here manifested itself in all his activities.
w In his relations with the people, with his co-fighters, in peace

ags well as in war, Skanderbeg was an exampla_of modesty,
o courage and intelligence. By his virtues he # ]
\ his people who ralhed around hlm to a mi

was not ‘that of a smg‘le man, but of an entire sle, not of
a single century, but of whole centuries.
The epoch of Sll-:andenbeg did ‘not come to an end in 1468,

\_‘k,

historic - tasks remained_ the same for dozens of years after
his death, as long as the struggle went on in an organiz-
ed manner. The heroic  defence of Kruja, which lasted
for more than ten years, and the two sieges of Shkodra in
. 1474 and- 1474-1479, after which the citadel was conguered not
by the enemy, but by gtarvation, bear witness to this.

of Skanderbeg, for the defence of their land against the Ot-
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\ﬂ)& of S anﬁfé:gﬂgentmi s alive in the

The figu
cenfuries

_«G]ergj-Kastrioti-wi'];l conquer the centuries,~ said one o-f}*
his contemporaries, Enea &ilvio Piccolomini. Tim-e has con- .
firmed. his judgement.

The wars of the Albanian people, under the leadership }

toman Empire had great repercussions beyond the bounds of \

Albanin and assumed international proportions. The Albanians

nailed down an important part of the Ottoman army, inflicted

repeated losses on it, and wore out a geod part of its fighting

strength, thus easing the burden of th@@i&d im- -,

peding the passage of the Turks to Italy. “la2s -Dp ﬁ»}—
«The invasion of Europe is certain,» John of Newport, an

English kmght who served as a volunleer in Skanderbeg’s

army, wrote in 1456, «because there is no force capable of

resisting the Turks if the Albanian citadel falls.» And in fact

hardly had the last Albanian fortress fallen in 1479 when, //’ e

Mehmed II, feeling Himself more - or less secure in his

rear, went 1n1medmtely over to atlacking southern Italy,

which he had dreamed of invading for a quarter of a c-en’cury

A 10,000 strong - Turkish . army  sailed. from Viera -

]anded in Italy, seizing the.citadel of. Otran‘fp (1480). Taking

advantage of the involvement of the Turks in Italy, an armed’

wprising broke out in Albania and in 1481, upon the ecall.of -

the chiefs of the insurrection, Gjon Kastrioti, Skanderbeg’s

son, returned to his country with some hundreds of Albanian .

exiles. Caught between two fires, the Ottomans were forced

to abandon Otranto and return to Albania, where they under-

took large-scale puni operations against -the_insurgents, It

was only in 1482 that the insurrectional movement succumbed-

under the blows of the Turks, and Gjon Kastrjoti agam M

forced to leave Albania. /W A Ituw&k ’Si‘s
Karl! Marx made a high ‘assessment of the AJbaman epic

of the 15th century, an epic which the Sons of the Eagle

wrote with their bleod. In the wars of the Albanians led b

Skanderbeg he saw the wars of a people and a couniry-

defend their own. freedom, as well as_a hlow dealt at the only

military power of the Middle Ages, which could oppose the

hlstom-cal development of emerging camtahsm and universal
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s. He considered Skanderbeg, first of all, a figure that’
~accelerate the progress of mankind, His appraisal is
to understanding the essence of the interpational role
of Skanderbeg and his immortal feats.

What the enlightened minds of the Renaissance stood
ardently for — freedom of man and the homeland, confidence

in the creative power of the people mﬂ@} optim-
ism and faith in the future, struggle f ‘awakeéning of the
national consciousness, Skanderbeg not only propagated in
words, but also defended with his sword and translated into
deeds. He aroused the people to defend these great ideas,
gave the European Renaissance a breathing space and saved
it from the Oltoman invasion which threatened to strangle it
{ Lo its cradle, Thus hé became an Albanian titan of the Renais-

cad & | sance and although he left no Latin writing, he wrote with

&> his blood a grandiose’ work full of life i which not only

his century but also the subsequent cchturies have sought and

) \ found a source of inspiration. Gjegj Kestrioti-Skanderbeg

73 \made_ the posterity speak of him. : .

Pog - When he was still alive, Gjerg] Kastrioti, with his hero-
S

-

. ism, with the lofty ideals he defended, had already entered
N _‘the oral literature, the legends and songs of the Albanian peo-
"~y ble and ‘the other peoples of the Balkans. After his death, this
> popular literature and the works of historiams, publicists and
%, Philosophers, the wvarious assessments made of him in dif-
\ i ferent epochs, inspired a whole literature which from the
{ beginming of the I6th century flourished in several lan~
-8yages and in the most diverse genres: sonnets, poems, his-
: wgal_novels and  stories, lays, libretti, ete, Will all
i i peguliarities and the artistic evolution of the
-

amental element: in
yo of great strength

E-the spirit of the
i @ ircumstances.
liberation struggles have-heen taken up
- as jects ofy wgrld literature as often as Gjergj Kastrioti-
j,‘ I derbeg his{ been  five "centuries since his hand let
_‘\9- go for ever hi§funvanquished sword. The bibliography on
10 published on the oceasion of the 500th
eath cowxﬁs-es more than 1,000 works in

. \q "

and f&‘ant.::é‘ were frequently QMed in

 all of therm™ kanderbeg appa_ 2
i of character, vatjant and generous: itrsl

our legendary
centenary of -hi
21 languages. <

Skanderbeg’s ¢

uprisings of the Albanian peopl

. P '
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the clandestine press of the National Liberation Wér. ter

Liberation, mamn'y writers, composers, painters and sculp

have chosen Skanderbeg as the ceniral figure of many of their{ 2t
works, . -~-§j"g imgg; ey a ;“m
- The PLA ‘and the people’s state power have organizéd~ W\ 9

various activities to honour the figure of the national hero:

of the -Albanian people in a worthy manner. The central
square of Tirana, a military school, a great agricultural enler-
prise, the Museum of Kruja, ete. bear the name of Skanderbeg.
The «Order of Skanderbegs, one of the highest decorations

s
for distinguished service, has been instituted_ by special law. 6‘@?5

Everywhere there are monuments € ‘Commeimorate
Skanderbeg’s great victories in his struggle against the Ot-

the central places in Tirana and Kruja. And finslly, in

Tigie
\ Yo

Y e
| P
i

tomans. Equestrian statues. by Adbanian sculptors dominate ij;@
-

1968, on the occasion of the 500th anniversay of the death'
of the hero, important activities were organized in Tirang,_f
Kruja, Lezha and in other cities of the gouny :

AAMAN

- '. M T
The centuries-long siruggle
for freedom and independence

Y. ¥ 4)
AP
The establishment of the Oftoghan few
cn Albanian tferritory had disastyou
normal course of the general ge of the country.v
The Otftoman administration tried fo [mplant .its laws and
customg in oocupied Albania, going the whole length in their
efforts to convert the population into Turks. But the efforts of

the Ottoman invaders te hitch definitively the destiny of

Albania to the chariot of Constantinople -ended in failure.
The Albanians put up an unexampled resistance to this new
threat. The five centuries nf Ottoman rule are il of ceaseless
_shake_offthe—Turlkish

yoke,

The live mem
strike d€€p roots among ;
mobilizing element,” Hi
eighties and nineties
to regain their lost
grandson in exila j
they ~had done

~authority was so great that in the
the 15th century, the masses that rose
1berty, this time called on his son and
Italy to return. and lead their struggle as
century before, when they went to

¢~ 117 A

Jlike all ideas which
magses of the people, became a -

.
s

of the Albanian peopfe Mﬂcg)‘v
o>

c1s : e W .
military regime * % &
onseguences for the o
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Edrene to invite Gjergj Kastrioti to iake the leadership of
their war. The couniry again was liberated from Hirara to
the northern mountain ranges. The Sultans were obliged to

organize new military expeditions to reoccupy the country.

From the 16th to the 18th century, a mumber ‘of violent up-
risings broke out in the mountainous areas of the country.
These upheavals, which were directed both against the foreign
occupier and against the renegade feudal lords, sj:ren-gthened
the national feeling and enhanced the patriotism of the
people. : .

peppThe 18th century is marked by important changes in the
economic-and political fields: the passage drom the systfm .of
feudal-military landownership to the system of cifligs®, the
development of marked-towns, the development of produciion
and exchange. The development of the forces of production

. of the country brought about the economic and political

narcipation of the Albanian feudal lords and the formation
f}in?he great Albanian pashaliks of Shkodra and Janina, which
waged incessant wars to escape the depengence 1:;1;?{.the SI:K
blime Porte. - - - _
In_the middle of thefnagi century, tth.e. gwpﬂarb ove-
inst-the. savage(Q y_occupation became broa
ﬁ%g'?hcﬁmfrequent." Thg bastles M.-the. Melesin Mountain {Les-
xvik) in 1831 and in Shkodra in, 1835, in Dibra and Gjakova

'. in_11-844, were the forewarnings of the great peasant uprising

of 1847 when the Albanians, as a folk song has if, fought
«banmer in hand for alt Albanias. These attempts fo gain
freedom, which were ‘drowned in blood by the Turkish pashas,
nad important consequences. They were the prologue . to all
the events that followed from 1878 i0.1912 in Albania. In this
period, a whole pleiad of outstanding men of «the pen or the
rifle~ began to rise on the Albanian horizon, they put them-

selves at the head of the national movement for complete

liberation and independence, organizing the siruggle to break

the chains of Toreign bondage, and to establish national .

i ndence, to set up the Albanian state, a state which,
Lﬁgﬁer, would be no longer & feudal state, but'a democratic
one. This period, known in the history of the ::quntry_as the
Alpanian National Renaissance, is another brilliant page of
the history of our people.

" The struggle of the Albanian people for freedom and

# feydal estates

. . ' (
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’Lﬁ: years 1878-1881.
in March 1878, many
ré to be annexed to Bul-
. The threat of the dismember-
came even more imminent after the
8. The Albanian people rose to defend
thamselves, and face of this new menace, they set up the
League of . ‘Lzrei which extended its activity over the whole
of Allbania. Teague issued its program with claimg ranging

independence entered a new phase j
Under the. Treaty of San Stef
purely Allbanian ferritories
garia; Serbia and Monted
ment of the Homeland
Berlin Congress of

. from autonomy t0 the complete liberation of Albania from-

the Ottoman. yoke! .

 The League of Prizren gave a fresh impulse to the move-
ment for national liberation. During this period, the struggle
of the Albanian people againsi Turkey was characterized by
a stronger national awareness, This struggle was also di-
rected against the secret colonialist plans of the Great
Powers which, under the Treaty of San Stefano and, moreover
at the. Berlin Congress, sought fo amputate Albmnia to the
advantage of the neighbouring countries as well as for their -

~ own sinister ends, attracted as they were by the strategic

position of Albania on the Adriatic, which made it an impor-
tant springboard towards fh editers an, a8 well as by its
natural resources, B OV E’ej{%/mmmb haa 2
Precisely at this time the uprisings of the years 1883, .
g8, efc. broke out in a series. The movement
and became better organized especially after

~ 1900. In 1905, The first units of freedom fighters carried out

isclated actions combined with large-scale -actions engaging
the Turkish gerrisons. In the Northern Mountains these guer-
rilla units comprised about 15,000 armed men in their ranks.

‘'The extension of the liberation armed struggle, accom-
panied with the opening of Albanian schools and patriotic
clubs, the publication of mewspapers and magazines as well
as books written in Albanian served to enhance the national
awareness of the Albanian people. . - o

"The Young Turks, who came to power in 1908, saw that
Alhania was breaking away from Turkey’s grip, therefore
they sent their ablest general, Shefket Turgut Pasha, against
the Albanian insurgents, in the hope that he would drown Al-
bania in blcod. But the Albanians took to arms in 1911 and rose
te a man. In 1912 the insurrections against Turkey>

entered 2 new phase, that of the general anmed uprising led

by & PegiormtISUTrestiohal_commitiee which had. its_cenlre ¢
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on the country a Constitution they had worked out themselves .3?"' § .

and placed a foreign prince, Wilhelm von Wied, at the head T Y.

of the new state. : ' ' ) M)
‘During the First World War, Albania was turned into a{l@*& "

/ in the region of Kogova. The Kosova patriots gave the first
/ signal of the general uprising which spread over the whole
(. of Alpania and was crowned with the proclamation of the

independence of the country in November..23,. 1912, and the

formation of an Albanian® government chaired by the great
patHiot Ismail Qémali which had its séat in Viera. «The flag
taised in 1012 said Comrade Enver HoOxhé, «Growned the
titamic struggles of the Albanian people, showed that with

. their armed struggle, their steel unity for a great aim — the

defence of their Homeland, $heir honour, their customs, their

language amd noble traditions, the Albanian people had van-

quished powerful, savage and perfidious enemies.- The Al-
panian people showed their indomitable, intrepid, wise, un-
flinching and just spirit, thereby vanquishing their enemies, as
they will vanquish in fthe future any other enemy, no maiter
how strong and great, attempting to encroach upon their

,—s@@ rights.» .
L the years 1913-1939 the Albanian people sirove and

fought for the consolidation of their nationsl independence
and their existence as a state, for the defence of their ter-
ritorial integrity ageinst the attacks and inirigues of the pre-
datory and chauvinist imperialist powers, for ensuring their
social, economic and cultural progress as well as for the esta-
blishment of a democratic order.

The Great Powers did not recognize Albania’s indepen-
dence proclaimed in Vlera. They continued to hatch new
monstrous plans in order to wipe Albania off the political
map of the Balkans as an independent state and a distinct

Nevertheless, the_patriotic government presided by Ismail
Qemali made greal efforts to organize the Albanian state
“infernally -and “to” afffind 'its”existence in the international

arena, With “its activities it gave the whole world to under-

‘stand that the Albanian people were capable of govemning

. themselves and Living as a nation.

It was only on, July 29, 1913, after long bargaining, that

I t.he (ireat Powers were forced to recognize the independence

of Albania, la;ul‘under,théh;cfmﬂianiwielageuﬂmxhe_other

hend ihe delimitation of the borders of the new Albanian

N Sts Teft @bout helf of the Albanian . tertitories ouiside the

“mother coundry. Contrary to the will of the Albarnian people

{ 2ad without the approval of the national government of Vlo-
2 ra, which they forced io resign, the Great Powers imposed

battlefield where the armies of the imperialist and chauvinist v¥:0,

powers confronted one another. After seizing Vlora, which
they planned to utilize as = bridge-héad for their further
penetration into Albania and the Balkans, at the end of the
war the Ttalians stationed their froops, more than 350,000

(N

strong, in a great part of the country. Their Yugoslav rivals .

who, on their part, had occupied the north-eastern regions,.
followed the example of the Italian imperialists. Korca
and Gjirokastra were under the joint occupdtion of French
and Italian - forces. _ '

 After the war, the representatives of the imperialist Great
Powers — the United States, Britshn, France and HMaly, most
shamelessly tried to sort out their differences at the cost of the
peoples. Thus, among other things, they worked out a project

for the dismemberment of Albania. This continued in the .

tradition of their anti-Albanian policy, which found iis ex-
pression in the infamous Tpeaty of London of April 1915,
as well as in the despicable bargainings concluded at the Paris
Peace Conference of 1919. But the sons and daughters of
Albania did not allow the fate of their Homeland to be decided
by the imperialist Great Powers, which were budy working
out the new map of the world, The publication and denun-
ciation of the imperialist secret treaties at the end of 1917
by the Soviet Government led by Lenin, and among others,
of the London Treaty of April 1915, stipulating the dismem-
berment of Albania, lent powerful support to the anti-imperial-
ist national movement of the Albanian people and raised the
vigilance of the mass of patriots. : :

In January 1920, the imperialist Great Powers were
busy planning to give Northern Albania to Yugoslavia and
Vlora and fts hinterland to Italy, which was also to be given
the mandate of the remaining Albanian territories. In January
1920, the Albanian petriots met at Lushnja in a congress
which went down in history under the name of that town
and said «not» to the bargainings of the imperialist Great

Powers. The Congress rejected the plans of the Paris Peace -

Conference for the partitioning of Albania and declared that
the :Albanians would not spare their blood to oppose all de-
cisions which endangered the terriforial integrity of their
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sountry and their comiplete independence, The Congress elect-
ed a government chaired by Sulejman Delvina and a Supreme
Couneil with the atiributes of the stale power.

~ The Congress of Lushnja was neither a purely formal
political act, nor the product of political combinations of the
foreign powers. It was the result of the political struggle of
thre masses of the people who had risen to defend the freedom
and independence of their Homeland, With its clear-cut na-
tional and anti-imperialist character it represented an impor-
tant event in the cenburies-long history of our people.

The iden of the armed struggle to defend the freedom and
independence of the Homeland, which was launched at the
Congress of Lushnje, expressed the firm determination of the
people. In June 1920 they wrote with their blood a new epic,
the epic of those valiant fighters who, as a popular song has

" it, «fought with swords and daggers and old rifles» against

the Italian divisions armed fo-the teeth, until they drove
them into the sea, out of the Vlorg region which Rome con-
sidered ihe «Gibreltar of the AdFiatic-. With their just war
the Albanians brought the Italian Government to negotiate

‘with the Tirana Government and sigh on August 2, 1920,.a

convertion on the withdrawal of the_Italian troops from the
oecupied arcas and the -recognition of the independence and
territorial integrity of the country. _ .
The victory achieved at Vlora, apart from its national
importance, had also an international significance, bechuse

it halted the [talian expansion towards the.East. Had it

maintained its positions in Vlera, Italian imperialism would
have endangered the other Balkan peoples, too. In this way
the Albanian victory in Vlera safeguarded the interests of
the neighbouring peoples,. too. o :

The events of 1920 confirmed a great lesson of the Alban-
jan history, @ truth drawn from the centuries-long battles of
the Albanian people, that it is the people themselves, with

their inexhaustible forces, whio can dischange the missions set

by history. - : oo :

" In the years 1920-1924 the expansion of the broad anti-
feudal movement for the democratization of the country was
crowned with the triw e_democratic revolution of
June 1824 It broughi o power the first democratic govern-
ment of a revolutionary character in the Balkans. This govern-
ment, chaired by Fan Noli, had a democrati¢ program includ-

ing the application of a number of “progressive reforms.
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The enactment of this proigram came up. 'against ‘the
fierce opposition ‘of internal and external reaction. The Noli
Government backed down in face of the resistance of the

- reactionary forces. It focussed mainly on the external problems,

and tried to neutralize the hostile attitude of the imperialist
Great Powers and the neighbouring countries by winning

. recognition abroad.. This government established diplomatic

relations with the Soviet Uniom. . : -

In the mesntime, the imperialist states, and Great Britain
in the first place, were busy liquidating the revolutionary
hotbeds in the world. Imperialist agents in Albania, and the
British minister Eyres among them, set everything in motion
in order to organize the internal reaction and to overthrow
the new government as guickly as possible. In December
1924, the reactionary gangs of the Albanian feudal lords came

io Albania from Yugoslavia end Greece afid, With {hie sup-

Port 6f the Yugoslav troops and the White Guards launched
a general assault against the revolution. Om-Tece 24,
they captured Tirana. Thus, with the support_of the imperial-
idt Great Powers, the savage dictatorship of the local land-
ownens and the bourgeoisie and a regime of white terror was
established in Albania. ' : : ,

¢ defeat of the June revolution was a great loss for the
Albanian people and the revolutionary movement in the Bal-
kans. This fact was to be giressed some time later by one of
the leaders of the international communist and workers’' move-
ment, Ceorge Dimitrov, who said that «the counter-
revolutionary turn in Albania brought about by Ahmet Zog,

- with the assistance of Yugoslavia and its armed forces, ex-

tended the front of the Balkan reaction to the Adriatic.
Tnitially . Ahmet Zog acceded fo power as president of
the republic. Bt in 1928 he institubed the monarchy and
proclaimed himself- King of the Albanians. Whether a pre-
sident or king, Zog was a cruel dictator, a despot of the orien-
tal type, a <little Sultan», as he was ironically called in Al- -
Bania. His regime had a reactionary, anti-democratic and

‘anti-national character. Having suppressed al democratic
freedom  and -civil righls, he intensified the oppression and

exploitation of the masses of the people by the corrupt
ruling classes. ' .

But this state of things dould not be accepted by the
popular masses of the towns and villages, or by the progires-
give elements of the country. Despite the small number of
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the working class, under the influence and leadership of the
communists, a workers’ movement (strikés, manifestations
and other fornis of resistance against the regime) developed in
several Albanian towns in ‘the ‘thirties. There were revolis,
the most important of which was that of Fier (August 1935),
which was the work of a secret organization rallying diverse
currents whose common aim was to overthrow the regime. -

Zog’s foreign policy was conditioned by the fact that he
owed much of its success o his patrons that had brought him
to power by force of bayonets. So he praciised an open door
policy with them. As early as 1925, the Italian monopolies
gained a number of concessions for prospecting and exploit-
ing the minerals as well as for «controlling the hanking,
trading and farming sectors of t¢he country. In 1926, a «pact
of friendship and security- was signed in Rome, and a year
later a «ireaty of defensive alliance», under which Italy
acquired the right to intervene mlli‘tarll‘y in Albania under
the pretext of coping with an external or internal menace.
The Ttalian loanz put Albania under the economic futelage
of Rome. Ttalian military missions and fascist organizations
stepped up their activity in the ranks of the Albanian army
and administration, carrying out Ttalian peaceful penetration

- according to instructions from Rome, thus preparing the
ground for the April 7, 1939 invasion, when 173 HKalian war- .

ships and 600 planes attacked Albania and more than 50,000
men landed in the ports of the country to rob the sons of
Albania of their liberty. Zog and his clique fled the country,
abandoning it 4o its fate. The Albanian army, which the
Halian military specialists and the pro-fascist officers had put
out of action, disintegrated without resistance. Nevertheless,
isolated groups of patriots fought heroically against the ag-
gressors at Durrds, Saranda, Shéngjin, Shkodra and Vlora. The

. British newspaper Daily Telegraph wrote about the resis-

tance of the Albanian people against the fascist invasion:
«Albania has spoken in a language Europe is no longer used

.. to hear.» But being far superior in forces, they erushed this

opposition. In & matter of a few days, the fascists succeeded
in occupying the whole country. Nevertheless, the Albanian
people did not submrit: They expressed their profound hatred
for “he Italian invaders and never put up with the regnne
of foreign occupation.

The occupation of Albania was the logical conclusion of .

THE ALBANIAN PEQOPLE HAVE WON THEIE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE §7

. the aggressive policy of Italian fascism and of the anti-national.
~and anti-popular capitulationist policy pursued by the

Zog regime as well as of the «non-intervention» policy of 'the

imperialist Western powers, which eventually recognized this

occupation. Only the Soviet Union, consistent in fts policy of
defending the slates menaced by fascism, raised 1ts voice
against this aggression.

A wave of indignation and protest against the Italian

aggression rose in the Albanian colonies abroad. Progressive -

public opinion all over the world denounced this act of piracy,
The cccupation of Albania by Italy marked the beginning
of the dark period of fascist slavery for the Albanian people.

‘When they retained the regime of the feudal landlords and

the bourgeoisie, the occcupiers set about carrying out a vast
plan of political, economic and administrative measures in-
tended to legalize the regime of occupation and Ifalianize the
country, to plunder its resources and turn it into a base for
aggression against the other Balkan wcountries - and the
Bast. They aimed to implement the colonial policy of ancient
Rome, with the ambition of turning the Adriatic into-an
Falian lake. This policy involved the I{alianization of the
eastern coast of the Adriatic, just as ancient Rome had tried
to bring about the Romamzatlcm of the same area. ,

The efforts 1o instal a fascist dictatorship in Albania were

marked by the hasty convention in Tirane of a «consti-.

tuent assembly~ which proclaimed the «personal union of

~ Albania with Italy» and offered the crown of Albania to the

King ot Italy, Vidtor Emmanuel III. A puppet Albanian govern-
ment chaired by the big landowner Shefget Vérlaci was set
up. However, state power was concentrated in the hands of
the Ttalian General Lieutenancy, With the suppression of
the Albanian ministry of foreign affairs its attributes were
taken over by its Italian counter-part.. The other ministerial
departments were practically léd by Italian «advisers-. The

Albanian armed forees, incorporated into the Imperial Army, .

were under Italian command. The convention on the
«equality of civil and political rights of Italian and Albanian
citizens» was followed by dozens of . thousands of = Tta-

lian settlers thronging to Albania, The latter, together with

the occupation troops, made up the task force of colonizing
and fascizing the whole country. Abundantly flowing Italian

capital became the all-powerful master of the economy of the

country, transforming it into a mere source of raw materials
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fof Italy and a market reserved exclusively for its products.

The Albanian people were very quickly to see the con-
sequences of the establishment of the fascist regime. They

saw themselves totally -deprived of their freedom and inde- -

pendence. Soon hundreds of patriots were sent to jail or de-
ported to concentration campe in Italy. The fascists set up
a network of police force to shadow «people suspect to the

regime». The civil servants were foroed to take the oath of

allegiance to the Italian king under the penalty of being
revoked, The fascist laws created all over the country an
atmosphere of uncertainty and terror. :

The cpic of the National Liber_ation War

Where ig the foe that ever saw
their back?

Lord Byron

The Albanian people were among the first victims of

fascism and the first in Eurcpe 'to take up arms against it
They did not stop fighting uniil they crushed the nazi-fascist
occupiers and the local traitors, thus writing the most glorious
epic of their history in their liberation war.. :
The [talian fascists invaded Albania, but never succeeded
in reducing its indomitable spirit. Alome in fromt of a

savage enemy armed to the teeth, they put up a valiant and

‘bold resistance to the enemy that had trampled their hearths.
After the bloody events of April 1939, many sons and daugh-

ters of Albania, with what weapons they could find, began’

the partisan war. Despite the terror and the demagogic mano-

~euvres of the enemy, who did everything to break the Al-
. banian resistance, anti-fascist manifestations broke out in the
towns. The first guerrilla units, led by the communists and
enjoying the support of the population; carried out all sorts
of actions, aitacking enemy columns, blowing up -military
stores, carrying out surprise attacks on the enemy, Kkilling
spies and traitors, On the Greek front two battalions of Al-
banian soldiers, recruited by force, either deserted and took
to the mountains or defected to the Greek side.

T
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With the founding of the Commumist Party of Albania
on November 8, 1941 the National Liberation War entered
& new phase, Very soon it grew in scope and strength and
turned into a true popular revolution. The Party worked
a clear political program of the National Liberation War and
made the people aware of the goals of this struggle. '

- The Communist Party rallied and organized the Albanian

people in a unijed front for natitmnal liberation, the founda-

tions of which were laid at the Conference of Peza which was
held on September 16, 1942L Large-scale partisan warlare

‘began in 1942 under its leadership. -

The fundamental aim of the war of the Albanian people
was the complete liberation of Albania from the foreign oc-
cupiers, the achievement of true national indépendence and.
the establishment of a regime of people’s democracy. Partisan

- warfare was a form of struggle known and tested in the

coutse of centuries both in Albania and other countries. The
Albanian people had an ancient tradition of patriotic strug-
gles, and guerilla wars against the invaders. Availing itself of
these traditions, the Communist Party of Albania gave the

-partisan struggle against the fascist occupiers and the local
traitors a profoundly popular and revelutionary content.

The National Liberation War of the Albanian people had
a double character: it was an anti-imperialist and anti-fascist
and at the same time an anti-feudal and democratic revolu-
tion.. The motive forces of this struggle were: the working
class, thee peor and middle peasantry, the petiy- and middle
bourgeoisie of the towns, the patriotic intellectuals. -The
working class was the leading force, the other forces being
its allies. ' '

The essential social contradictions existing at that time
in Albania consisted of the contradiction between the fascist
occupiers who had enslaved the people, on the one hand, and
the Albanian people who wanted to live free and independent,
on the other, and the contradiction between the feudal-bour-
geois strata which ‘supported the foreign occupation, and the

‘broad masses of the people who called for the instauration of

democratic freedoms. The Albanian reaction, represented by the

1 Peza is a region near Tirana, where under the leadership of the
Party, the anti-fascist- movement and the National Liberation War,
had set up strong bazes.
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big feudal lanﬂ]brds, the big bourgeoisie, ete. who had made

common cause with the occupiers, was forced to respond to the
.national lMberation mowvement, especially following the his-
toric Conference of Peza. In these circumstances, under the
spongorship of the fasciet oecupier, the Balli Kombétar (the
National Fromt) was formed — a ftraitor organization which
took upon itself to wreck the National Liberation War and to
assist the foreign occuplers, even by organizing its own armed
" units and throwing them in action against the partisans.
The Party dispatched a number of its members, young
communists and friends, experienced in urban guerilla war-
fare 1o.the countryside fo rally new fighters, mainly from
among the peasantry for the creation of guerilla units, The
countryside became the base and the principal source of sun-
ply of the partisan guerillas. o L
There was no class limitation as to the composition of the
guerillas, All those who expressed their readiness to fight
‘the occupier were admitted. Only .elements of dubious re-
cord, criminals and gangsters who had been branded by the
people as such were barred from joining. A partisan guerilla
unit numbered 59 to 68 fighters. It was headed by a com-
mander and a political commissar who jointly led its actions
and were answerable for the military training and the political
preparedness of the partisans. Along- with their intensive
military activity against the occupiers and traitors; the par-
tisan guerillas did = fireless political work to expose the
occuplers and the local traitors, organized cultural and edu-
cational activities not only among the partisans but also
among the population of the areas in which they operated.
The guerrillas had their bases in the liberated regions in
which they had destroyed the organs of the state power of
the occupier and helped the people set up national liberation
councils as organs of the National Liberation War. They

assisted the peasants in farm work and served as guardians .

of law and order for the national liberation councils. Besides

partisan guerillas, after the Conference of Peza, territorial.

guerilla umnits, one for every big village or for two or three

small hamlets were also formed. They were self-defence units.

which took up arms to assist the partisan guerillas in impor-

tant actions or to oppose enemy incursions in the liberated

areas. The selfwdefen{_:e' units served at thé same iime as a
reserve force to complete and increase the regular partisan
anits. : '

After the Conference of Peza, the number of urban guer-
iltas, partisan guerillas and self-defence guerillas rapidly
increased. Towards the end of 1942, the partisan forces pro-
per numbered about 2,000 men besides thousands of fighters
incorporated into the urban and rural gucrillas.

In an attempt to wipe out the partisan guerillas, the
Ttalian occupiers launched a large-scale punitive operation
from September to December 1942 in 27 regions of the coun-

* try, and a campaign of terror in the towns, which always
‘ended up in failure. In July 1043, the fascist occupiers pro-

claimed the whole of Albania a zone of war operaiions. The

Italiam commander-in-chief was forced to .admit that «the

Albanian people, in their greai majority and without class
distinetions, have risen against Italy and against the presence
of our troops in their country.~ He demanded reinforcements

" from Rome in order to be able 4o ¢ope with the situation.

The repesated waves of terror, far from putiing out the

 fire of the liberation struggle, fanned it out even more. The

National Liberation War assumed more and more the form
of a great people’s uprising. Most of the Albanian territory
(with the exception of the main towns) was controlied by the
freedom fighters:. In these conditions, in the beginning of
July 1943, the National Liberation General Council was con-
vened. It decided to set up a General Staff and to incorporate all
the partisan guerillas and battalions into one National Libe-
ration Army. Afiter the creation of the General Staff, of which
Enver Hoxha, the General Secretary of the Communist Party
of Albania, was the political commissar, the armed struggle
entered a new phase characterized by 2 higher degree of
organization and more vigorous extension — the phase of the
general people’s uprising. The General Staft proceeded with

_the organization of the National Liberation Army and con-

cenirated in its hands the strategic and operationdl direction .
of the armed struggle against the occupiers and traitors, while
at the same time working out the tactic of this struggle. At the
moment when the General Staff was set up, the Albanian
National Liberation Army numbered in its ranks about 10,000
fighters incorporated info permanent partisan detachments.
Besides this, self-defence guerillas in the liberated villages-
and guerilla units in the occupied towns and regions com-
prised a mumber of fighters double that of the year before.
In order. to put the enemy under all-round fire, and bring the
outbreak of the general uprising neaver, the General Staff
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set about creating greater, better organized and equipped
units, capable of engaging in large-scale fighting. As a resuit

the 1st Shock Brigade was formed (15 August 1943), followed

by others all over the country. _ 3

Another very important step taken by the General Staff
was the organization of military power in the rear. Regional
commands and local commands were set up as organs of
this power. They carried out the functions of people’s police
in the liberated areas and served as support for the national
liberation counecils,” . .

Even after the creation of the General Staff, the National
Liberation Army continued its tactics of partisan warfare as
the main form of activity against the enemy, and . this
because of the numerical supericrity of the occupation forees,
and - above all, their superiority in armaments, ammunition,
means of transport and communications, supply and equipment.
In these conditions, {o accept battle in open field would have
spelt death for the people’s armed uprising. ' :

The partisan units and detachments carriad out offensive
operations, harassing the enemy at any unexpected moment,
which they did with rapid manoceuvring and surprise attacks,
with the initiative of the commanders of brigades, groups
and battalions, and an intelligent utilization of the terrain.

The cadres who led the National Liberation Army, the
commanders and commissars came from the rahks of the
workers; peasants and patriotic intellectuals, from among the
braver and more capable partisans, and were formed as
such in the crucible of the war. The enemy, the army and
depots of the occupiers, which remained until the end
of the war the main source of supply for the partisans in
arms and ammunition, were =seized through hard-fought
battles. Food and shelter were provided mainly by the urban
and peasant population. :

Great attention was attached to keeping the morale in

the army  high. With its- work of political education the.

Communist Party raised an entire generation -of fighters,
veady to lay down- their lives for the Homeland and . the

freedom of the people. This moral force had its roots in the

high consciousness of the fighters, who knew what they

were fighiing for, were fully aware of the difficulties, the.

privations and the sacrifices their struggle called for, and
were animated by an unshakeable faith in the triumph of
their cause. L R _
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From the first day of its formation, the National Libera~
tion Army was a profoundly democratic army of the revolu-
tion. The rank-and-file enjoyed equal rights with the com-
manders and commissars and complete freedom to participate
in the political life of the country, the solution of the military,
political and organizational problems of the army. Everything
— including military operations of army units, political v_\rork,
the activity of commands and the behaviour of the partisans

" and cadres, was subject to the judgement and criticism of

the collective. The order of the command was the desire of
the fighters and the people. To ensure that Q_rﬂers _were
executed fo the letter, broad debate and exchange of opinions

was organized, : E .
Democracy in the Albanian National - Liberation Amy
was an expression of its popular character and .emanated. .
from the principle that the masses play the decisive role as
the makers of history. : : R )
This democracy did not weaken militar'y discipline in

_the slightest, on the contrary, strengthened it, made it more

conscious, not only did it not eiffect centralized leadership,
but made its application &asier. -
In each unit, the party basic organizations were the
animating spirit of all the activities of the partisan fighters.
After the capitulation of fascist Italy, on Septernber 8,

' 1043, Albania came under German occupation. Fifteen thous-

and Italian soldiers and officers surrendered o the Natiopal_
Liberation Army and 1,500 of them .joined the Albanian
partisan units, mainly as part of the lst Shock Brigade, in
the battalion «Antonio Gramsci». The rest lived and worked
with the peasants. : . )

- In the beginning the Hitlerites iried to deceive the
Albanian people by pretending that they had come 1o
liberate Albania from the Italian yoke. In collusion with the
local fraitors, they staged the «separation of Albania from
Italy» and set up the organs of the «independent Albanian

_statew, such as the ~Executive Committeer, the «Regencys,

the «Albanian Government», the «Albanian Army-, the
wAlbanian Gendarmerie=, etc. The Balli Kombétar and the
Legaliteti, two traifor- organizations, of which the latter
sought to restore Zog's monarchic regime as the «legal» regime
of the country, supported this demagogical campaign. These
two organizations, as well as the other reactionary groupings
aligned themselves openly with the German nazis and parti~
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cipated arms in hand in the military operations carried out-

by the occupiers against the Natiomal Liberation” Army and
the Albanian peoeple.

But the Albanian people were not te be taken in by
this demagogy. Everywhere they waged fierce battles against
the new occupiers. On the Struga-Librazhd road, at Dra-
shovica near Vleora,. at the Kardhiq Bridge near GJlrokastra,
along the EJbasan—Tlrana road, at Kruja, Konispol, Delvina
and Saranda, at Bilisht, on the Korca-Leskovik road and in
other gplaces the detachments. of fhe National Liberation
Army prevented them from occupying the whole Albanian

territory. Most of the liberated regions and a number of -

. towns remained free in the hands of the National Liberation
Army. In autumn 1943, the wunits and detachments of the
National Liberation Army went over to the offensive against
the Hitlerite troups and the reactionary forces all over the

country. On QOctober 18, a battery of the Albanian National

Liberation Army ‘shelled the palace in which the quisling
essembly was eonvened on the tmtlatlve of the German
command.

The nazi occupatlon stepped up the process of differentia-
tion of forces in the coumtry. All the reactionary groupings
and irends which had gone over to the armed struggle
against the National L1berat10n Movement rallied around the

new occupiers.
' Internal reaction and the traitors felt less and less capable
of coping with the situation on their own., Therefore they
sought the assistance and protection of the nazis and openly
placed all their forces under the command of the latter.

The nazi invaders made desperate efforts to pui down

. the national liberation movement. During the winter 1943-
1944, the Germans, assisted by the local traitors, undertook
a lange-scale campaign with the objective of wiping out
the National Liberation Army. Four - Hitlerite divisions,
assisted by many thousands of gendarmes, bailists anci
Zogits, about 45,000 men all told, took a direct part in this
operation. By that time the Natmnal Liberation Army had
about 20,000 fighters operating all over Albania.

~ Both in number and armaments the enemy was far
superior than the partisans who were in great shortage of
weapons, ammunition, eupphes and equipment, and, moreaver,
were forced to fight in the conditions of the severe winter
of our motntains,
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The German occupiers backed up their large-scale of-

fensive against the National Liberation Army with a wave

of terror on a scale never seen in Albania until that {ime.

© Whole villages were plundered and burnt down. Thousands

of. men and women, young #nd o¢ld, even children, were

shot, massacred, burnt alive, imprisoned or deported to

exbermination: camps. At gny moment of the day or night,’
the German  nazis, the gendarmes and ballists broke into
people’s homes, p]unde‘ned them, rounded up men and wo-
men, young and old, beat then or executed them on the
spot without irial, and threw their corpses into the gutbers.

The bodies of partisans killed in battle, or murdered after
their capture or even exhumated from their graves were
often loaded on animals and paraded through sireets or
exhibited in town squares, in order to strike terror into the
hearts -of the people «Blood-lettmg is a radical remedy
against infection. Blood must flow in torrents in-the streets
of Tirana if we want to nre-establish peace. One day of
terror ensures ten years of peacel reads an editorial of the

official press of the quisling govemment on February 4, -

1944,

Nevertheless the peace they wanted was not re-establish-
ed. With all the eﬁox'ts of the enemy, their winter operation
proved a disaster for them. More than 1,000 partisans laid
down their lives on the battlefield, but the ranks of the
National Liberation - Army did not shrink * or weaken, on
the contrary grew and strengthened with the 4th, 5th, 6th
and Tth Brigades which were formed precisely. at this time,
The . flghtlng, the difficulties and- privations it had to go
through, tempered the National Liberation Army morally
and made it stronger than ever. The commanders, commissars

“-and .the rank-and-file fighters gained rich. military and

political .experience. On the other hand, the partisan units
and detachments improved their armament through captur-
ing new German weapons in the. course of fighting.
Although they ‘had the advantage of the offensive, the
occeupier and the traitors suffered much heavier losses than
the partisan forces. From' the political aspect the partisans
gained the greatest viciory., By this time most of the reac-
tionary forces began to understand the fulility of the fight
against the Natlonal Lfberatlon F‘mnt and lost faith in

victory.

The enemy" dld not succeed in deetroymg either the

5 117 A
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ional liberation councils or paralyzing their activity. These
E:éanisms continued to give the 'Nat.io'nal L1berat10n Armly
considerable aid by procuring supplies, equipment, Ieans
of transport, and above all, increasing its ranks with 1?ew
volunieers. They carried out a large-scale activity to keep
the morale and the fighting spirit of the people high, to
assist the victims of the war and to save the peasant masses

ation. _ » ‘ .
fromI;ta%x;; spring 1944, the Albanian National Liberation

- Army bad the initiative of the operations. In April the

jsan. units and detachments weni over to the offensive
Eﬁrt?\?ell the country. Almost all the regions south of the
Shkumbin River were liberated, while in Central and North-
ern Albania operations Dby partisan forces were mtensﬁl;ecll.
The occupation troops and the reactionary forces entrenche

themselves in their barracks in the cities or in the fortified.

‘positi along the main reutes and the coast. .
WSIEZIE‘%? si-ﬁ?aﬁion became even mobe fayourwble for' the
‘forces of the National Liberation Army following the series

of the brilliant victories of the Red Army over the German.

armies.

' i ! i nti-fascist National
In these circumstances the _fu'sm Anj;l fascis
Li'ber:ztion Congress was held in the liberated town of
Pérmet. It elected the Anti-fascist National Liberation Coun-

“oil as a legislative and executive body and the Anti-fascist

* N k] - - - + .' 'f a prov-
ational Liberation Committee with the attributes o
ir':iag‘ll'xal government, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the
head. _ : o _—
Besides creating the supreme organs of the pecple '
po'we]iesélie 'Con.gma:‘"ﬁg of Pérmet took the following dec;smn;.
to -bui’ld a new people's democratic Albania according to
the will of the people as it was solemnly expressed at the

Anti-fascist National Liberation Council today»; 1o “prohibit

ing ia; ition
the return of the ex-King Zog 1o Albania; to deny recogni
t_o"any other government that might be formed in the country

or in exile against the will of the Albanian people; to -

i ' i itors until their
fight the German occupier and the local trai
t(l:asgtal destruetion and the eit;albhshr?ent of the state of
*s ‘democracy all over the country. - . '
peopis itse first sgssion the Anti-fascist Na_twnal L}beratl.on
Council took a number of decisions of major importance w&huﬁh
were adopted by the Congress and whml} cqnshtuted tO;
‘first laws of the Albanian state of people’s democracy.
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" particular importance was the revolutionary decision to

annul all the political and economic agreements the Zog
government had concluded with the foreign states as incompa-
tible with “the interests of the Albanian people, had a
revolutionary character and particular importance, The Coun-
cil set up a special state commission for detecting -and .
identifying the war criminals and investigating the crimes
committed by the invader and the traitors, -

It was at this Congress that the unification of the High

- Command of the National Liberation Army and the intro-

duction of military rank were decided on. .Comrade
Enver Hoxha was appointed commander-in-chief. The Con-
gress issued the directive te form divisions and army corps.
The General Command announced the formation of the
Lst Shock Division. :

The Congress reaffirmed its allegiance to the Anglo-
Soviet-American alliance and the friendship of the Albanian .
people with all the peoples of the world anti-fascist coalition,
while at the same time it warned the imperialist powers that
the time when Albania could be used as a foken for barter
was gene for ever, From now on Albania would decide its
own fate. The Congress publicly dencunced the atiempts of the

‘Anglo-American allics to. interfere in the internal political and

military affairs of Albania. . o
. ‘The historic decisions. of the Congress were received
with great joy and immediately embraced by the broad
people’s masses, '
Meanwhile the Hitlerite occupiers mounted the second

-large-scale operation against the partisan forces. For this -

offensive the enemy threw in four divisions and a half
of the Wehrmacht, and more than 50,000 gendarmes, ballisls
and Zogites. This operation, too, which is known as the June

‘operation ended in complete defeat for the nazis and the

forces of reaction. It was another proof of the invincible
strength of the National Liberation Army and the Albanian
people. From this operation the people’s army emerged strong-
er and more mature, the people were deeply resolved to
continue the war till final victory. : ' S
The enemy operation was still going on in the South
when 4n June 26, 1944 the forces of National Liberation
Armfy launched a-general offensive for the liberatien of the
tercitory of Northern Albania. The enemy was taken unawares,
unable to face this sudden attack. The German garrisons
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and the gangs of reactionaries, and their routes of communi-
cation were subject lo daily destructive attacks by the Alba-
pian National Liberation Army. Unable to counter !:he genera].
offensive, the enemy evacuated regions and cities 1. had

previously- occupied, one after the other. By October 24, the

Hitlerites were driven out of the whole southern part of

. the cdouniry to the north of the Shkumbin, where in June-
July 1944, Ythe st and 2nd Divisions of the Albanian Libera-

tion Army had switched over to the ofiensive,'the Germans
continued to only hold the cities of Elbasan, Tirana, Durrés,

Kulkés and Shkodra. , S .
One of the more important consequences of the general

" offensive of the National Liberation Army was the complete

annihilation of internal reaction. The Balli Kombétar, the

. Legaliteti, their armed gangs and the gendarm detachments

were wiped out under the blows of the storm ?orig:_:ldes and
divisions of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Army, the
Regency and the quisling government were completely
P ghe battle for the liberation of the Capital — Tirana,

which went on for 19 days, from October 29 to November:

17, 1944, was among the great battles the National Libera-
‘tion Arr’ny fought in the final phase of the war, The 'ba!:ﬂe_
of Tirana had the character of a pitched battle. The Hitlerites
lost 5,000 men besides a considerable number of prisoners.

On November 28, 1944, the Democratic Government -

chaired by Comrade Enver Hoxha entered Tirana amidst the
indescribable enthusiasm of the population.

On Noverber 29, 1944, with the Liberation of Shkodra

in the North, the forces of the Natiomal Liberation Army
corapleted the liberation of Albania. The state of people’s

R Jdemocracy was. established all over the country. _
The 3->1r-1eraoic struggle of the Albanian people under the

leadership of the Communist Party of Albania was crowned

with complete victory. The fascist domination in Albania

came to an end; at the same time, all c_lapendence on the
imperialist great powers was done away with, and _a-ll enslav-
ing links with them were severed. The Albanian people
achieved their full national independence, and the rule of the

landlords and the bourgeoisie was overthrown. Albania broke .

N N - 1] . the
away for ever from the world capitalist system. This was
gpeabtrest victory ever achieved by the Albanian people through-
out their history. . S
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" The contribution of the Albanian people to the
~ great victory over fascism :

.In fighting for more than five and a half years against
the occupiers, the Albanian people paid a heavy tribute in
blood and sacrifices to bring about the brilliant viefory of the -
peoples against the nazi-fascist aggressors. By fighting for

- their own national and social liberation, they also fought
_and shed their blood for the common victory of the peoples

against the fascist plague.. .

The partisan war waged by the Albsanian people was,
on a. world scale, a war in the rear of the enemy. Although
its objective was the liberation of the couniry, the National
Liberation War of the Albanian people was a support for
the anti-faseist war . of the peoples. Right from the beginning,
the Communist Party linked the war of the Albanian people
against Italian fascism and German nazism with the great
anti-fascist alliance. As a result of this correct policy, in
the course of the Second World War, the Albanian people
aligned themselves with the forces of the world anti-fascist
coalition. They fought with unexampled heroism and won a
place of honour in the war for ithe defeat of I[talian fascism
and German nazism, A ‘

. The National Liberation War saw the participation of
70,000 fighters incorporated in three army corps, eight divi-
gions and twenty-five brigades. Besides, a great number
of people fought in the ranks of self-defence units operating
almost in all the villages of Albania. In "bloody battles
the enemy suffered heavy losses, the Albanian soil became
the grave for 26,000 nazi-fascist invaders, another 21,2435
were wounded and 20,800 captured.. In other words, the
Albanidn partisan forces put out of action nearly 70,000
men. in active service of the common enemy. ' .

‘The nazi-fascist occupiers suffered heavy material losses
as well. The Albanian partisans, destroyed 2,100 enemy tanks,
armoured cars or military wvehicles, captured or destroyed
4,000 cannon and mortars, blew up 216 military depots,
destroyed telephone lines, repair shops and other installations
of the enemy. _

~ The Albanian people, relative to their numbers, carried
a very heavy buiden cn their shoulders. During the Second
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World war, their territory of a little more than 28,000 square
kilometres -was occupied Dy about 700,000 faseist soldiers

who caused incredible damage and great devastation. With

its population of 1,200,000 Albania ranked among the coun-
tries which suffered the heaviest losses during the Second
World War. 1t gave the common cause 28,000 martyrs, that
is 2.48 per cent of its population, coming wp third among
the nations of the anti-fascist bloc. Albania’s percentage of
killed in relation to its population is 3,1 times greater than
that of Britain, and 17.59 times that of the United  States.

The percentage of theé wounded is 11 per 1,000 inhabitants, -

‘that is five times more than the average of the weunded in ‘the
countries of the anti-fascist bloc, the Soviet Union excepted,
and 34,500 people, or 3.98 per cent of the population, were
imprisoned or deported. :

The material destructions suifered by Albania were

colossal: 36.14 per cent of dwelling-houses, 850 towns and -
villages out of 2,500 Albania had at that time, were partially -

or totally destroyed; entire regions such as -Mallakastra,
Kurvelesh, Peza and Skrapar were turned to ashes, many
towns, such as Leskovik, Pogradec, Saranda, Pérmet, were
burnt. down by the occupiers; all routes of communication,
port facilities, mining equipment and electric installations
were destroyed; grain stores and livestock were plundered,
and the national economy was ruined. Total material damage
is estimated at more than 1,603 million dollars, that is 1,410
dollars per head of population. But these figures fail fo
llustrate the sacrifices the brave partisan [ighters and
the whole Albanian people had to make. Ill-clad, barefooted,
poorly armed, often going without bread, in the .snow and
" storm, they gave the enemy mno respite until they liberated
the whole of the Albanian territory with their own forces.
Fighting side by side with the other peoplés, the Alba-
nian partisans discharged their internationalist duty honour-
ably and to the end. When the Italian fascists attacked Greece,
the Albanian people, through bold combat actions, gave the
' Greek people important assistance. In the regions of Durres,
Tirane, and Gijirokasira, the Albanian partisans attacked
Italian columns heading for Greece. The fascist chiefs, as
well as the Western press, were forced to admit this. In
a letter addressed io Hitler on' November 22, 1940, Mussolini
wrote that the losses of the Italian army- on the. Italian-
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Greek front were the result of the «treason of the Alba-
nians». : . o

Ceneral Badoglio, who replaced Mussclini in 1943 at
the head of the Italian government, wrote in his memaries:
«The Greek -troops are putting up stiff resistance on the
Kalamas River of the Epirus, while the Albanian troops incor-
porated in our divisions have either betrayed by contacting
the Greeks or have defected to their side.s
~ On December 22, 1940, the press agencies. informed:
«The Albanian soldiers press-ganged into the Iealian army
have mutinied yesterday in several sectors of the Italian
rear, inflicting heavly losses on the enemy before being
captured. Part of them managed to take to the mountains,
where they are carrying on their resistance- On January
4, 1941 they informed that «in the military eircleg it is~
said that the Albanians are giving the Greeks important
assistance in their war agairist the Italians..

The Albanian people watched the development of the
war. and co-ordinated their actions against the enemy with
those of the forces of the anti-fascist coalition. The victories
of Stalin's Red Army in the environs of Moscow, in Stalingrad,
Kursk and elsewhere enthused our partisans who threw them-
selves into hattle without sparing their lives, ,

- At the moment when the Anglo-American forces landed
in France and opened the second fromt there, -four picked
nazi divisions were nailed down in the mountains of Albania,
engaged in the bloody battles of their June operation a-
gainst the Albanian National Liberation Army. With their
war the Albanian partisans also did their. duty towards the
anti-fascist coalition. :

On Ootober 5, 1944, at the request of the High Command
of the Yugoslav National Liberation Army iwo brigades (the.
3rd and the 5th) of the National Liberation Army crossed
the state border and cariied their war against the nazis
on to the region of Kosova. Moreover, immediately affer
the liberation of the- country, two divisions (the Sth and
the 6th) of the Albanian National Liberation Army con-
tinued the pursuit of the Hiilerite invaders into ‘the Yugos-
lav territory. The Albanian and Yugoslav partisans, fighting
side by side against the nazi hordes in December 1944
and in January-February 1945, liberated Montenegro, Sandjak -
and the southern part of Bosnia, In the battles for the libera-
tion of the peoples of Yugoslavia, hundreds of fighters of
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the Albanian National Liberation Army laid:downt their lives:

The struggle of the Albanian pecple met with great
resporise and was considered an active “contribution “to the
great anti-fascist war. It created the first international

" premises for the restoration of Albania’s. independence.. It

frustrated the plans of the occupiers who. tried to rally
Albania to the fascist bloc, and aligned our couniry- with
the anti-fascist coalition. In December 1942, "acknowledging
the: War of the Albanian people, Molotov, Eden and Hull,

ministers - of foreign ~affairs of the Soviet Union, - Great -
Britain and the United States respectively, took:' their .

stand towards the Albanian question in official declarations.
-Among otheré, Molotov affirmed: «The Soviet Tnieh, which

tollows with great sympathy the valiant war of the Alba-

nian patriots against the Italian occupiers. for the liberation
of their country, tecognizes no claim of Italian- imperialism
on Albanian territory and wants to see Albania free from
the yoke of fascist occupation and-its independence restored.»
. For his pari, Eden declared: ~The British Government
wants Albania to be liberated from the Italian yoke and
its independence restored. The form of the state and go-
vernment that will be established in Albania is up to the
Albanian people themselves to decide and this question will
be resolved at the end of the war.» : _
‘These declarations could not fail to cause great satisiac~

‘tion and a feeling of legitimate pride among the Albanian
people. The' official declarations of the three ‘main powers .

of the anti-fascist coalition, which recognized thé inde-

~.pendence and the liberation war of the Albanian ‘people,

confirmed that from now on Albania was ‘recognized not
only de jure but also de facto as an dctive member of the

coalition. The Albanian people had won this place with.

their own heroic struggle, showing the entire world that
the true Albania was not the one which a handful of traitors
had proclaimed — «the ally of the Axis», but the ore which

 the insurgent people had proclaimed — the ally of the nations

and countriés members of the great anti-fascist coalitioh. Thesé
declarations also showed that the hopes of the Albanian
communists and patriots to see their just siruggle win the
support of the anti-fascist forces of the whole world, and

of the Soviet Union in the first place, bad already become:

a I'e&]i'ty. R
The three main powers of the anti-faseist coalition -— the
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Soviet Union, the United States and Great Britain, sent mi-
litary missions to the General Staff of the National Libera-
tion Army. . ' : :
Eminent Western persomnalities, who have never distingui-
shed éhemge*lves for their sympathy for Albenia, were forced
to recognize the heroic struggle of the Albanian people.
Winston Churchill, answering an interpeilation in the House
of Commons, declared on November 4, 1943: «Thousands

- of Albanians are fighting in their mountains for the freedom

and indepgn'dence of their country, and, from the reports
of the British military mission in Albania, -are carrying

~out brilliant actions.

American Secretary of State Cordel Hull wrote on
November 28, 1943: «The government and people of the
United States are attentively following the struggle of the

“Albanians in defence of the integrity and independence of

their country. We have witnessed with admiration their
resistance against fascist Ttaly as well as their patriotic deter-
mination {0 preserve their national sovereignty. Today these
vah_ant fighters are carrying on their struggle against the
nazi enemy. . » His successor Edward Stettinius, in 3 message
gddressed to Comrade Enver Hoxha on May 22, 1945, wrote,
«I am well informed of the relentless struggle the Albanian
people have waged against sggression and I highly appreciate
the sacrifices they have made to carry out the liberation of

“their country and contribute teo the final victory over the

COMMMON €nemy. . » _

~ The commander-in-chief of the allied forces in the
Mediterranean, Maitland Wilson, wrote in a letter addressed
to CO{nrade Enver Hoxha on October 12, 1944: «I have follow-
ed -Wl’ﬂl‘l admiration how your National Liberation Army
has discharged itself of its fasks in its brilliant actions
against the common enemy for the attainment of our com-
mon goal.» '
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Chapter.one

THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA

November 8, 1941, the day of the founding of the Com-
munist Party of Albania, marks a decisive furning-point in
the centuries-long history of our people, as it laid the founda-
tions on which the new, socialist Albania stands. o

The forty years of revolutionary aciivity of the PLA are.
years of heroic struggles and battles at the head of the Alba-

~ nian working class and people for the liberation of the Home-
. land and the triumph of the revolution, to pull Albania out of

its poverty and backwardness and o build a new life, rich,

just and happy, as the life the Albanian people are enjoying

today. These years are a period of triumphant battles against
meny enemies, internal and external, the. American-led im-
perialists and the modeérn revisionists — Yugoslav, Soviet, and

Chinese; and reactionarics of all hues, These years are a

period of battles in defence of the right of our people to
live free and independent and march on-the road of true
socialism and communism. - e

In the report he delivered at. the 8th Congress of the
PLA in Novembeér. 1981, Comrade Enver Hoxha said:’

«In the future, too, -the Party of Labour of Albania will
march determined and unwavering on the brilliant road on
which it has proceeded during the foriy years of its existence.
Linked like flesh to bone with its people, at the:head of them
and together with them, it will fight with devotion, sparing
no sacrifice, in order to ensure new progress and victories for

our pepple and -our socialist Homeland.. .-

.wln 4]l circumstances and 'In any situatioﬁ our Pérty- and

people will fight to perform their national and -international |

tasks with honour, to build socialism successfully in Albania,
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and to ardently -defend the revolutionary cause of the prole-

tariat and the peoples. S o
The Communist Party of Albania was founded by the

Albanian communists, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the

head, on the basis of the worker and communist movement.

It arose as an absolute historical necessity to lead the .

struggle of the people for national liberation and social eman-
cipation. . :

The PLA was formed by the amalgamation of the
Albanian communist groups -info a revolutionary working

class party of the new type on the basis of the ideological

organizational principles of Marxism-Leninism. The amal-
gamation. was achieved through the common struggle of the
communists of various groups against the enemies of the
people, against pseudo-Marxist political trends and organiza-

tions, against alien viewpoints in the ranks of the groups

themselves, by putting the general interest of the communist

movement above the narrow interests of the groups. The -

amalgamation was cemented with the working out and
acceptance of a single geveral line constructed on scientific
Marxist4Leninis{ bases. - : :
The PLA was formed in the conditions of a backward
agrarian country. The creation of the Marxist-Leninist Party
of the Albanian working class was not hindered by the fact
that this class was small in numfbers, scattered, unformed
as an industrial prolelariat, and had not achieved a high
level of organizational and political maturity. In these con-

‘ditions, besides the worker movement, the movement of the.

school youth served as a powerful support for the formation
of the Party. o

_ The Party of Labour of Albania has been able to play-
its leading role in the revolution amd the socialist construc-

tion of the couniry, because it has worked out and consis-
tently applied a revolutionary general line. This line has
always responded to the political, economic, social and
cultural demands of the masses, the fundamental interests

 of the people and the couniry, the interesis of socialism on

both a national and international level.
In working out this line, the Party of Labour
of Albania has relied on the fundamental principles of

"“Marxism-Leninism, the scientific analysis of the internal -and
_ exbernal conditions, of the ratio of class forces within the

country and on the international level, and of the revolution-
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ary experience of the infernational communist movement, On
this basis it has been able to disclose and to evaluate
correctly the fundamental contradictions in the various his-
torical stages of the revolution and to define correctly its
own programmatic aims -and tasks. .

In working out its political line, the Party of Labour of
Albania always proceeded with' cautious steps, has not been

" hasty, nor has it delayed in taking decisions, has not closed

itself in the narrow shell of national particularism, nor. has
it mechanically copied or used foreign revelutionary experi-
ence. : ' L : :

The .basic principle on which the Party is built has
always lbeen  democratfic centralism, which ensures the
combination of centralized leadership with the development
of the broadest possible initiative of the party members. These
are essential conditions absolutely necessary ‘for safeguard-
ing unity in the party ranks. At all the major historic
turning points, thanks to its steel discipline, its Marxist- .
Leninist program and tactics, the Party of Labour of Albania

has always come out as a monolithic revolutionary force, and

always avoided manifestation of factionalism and oppor-
tunism. o

One of the most oulstanding features of the PLA is
that which stems from the very essence of democeratic .
centralism — combination of centralized leadership with
collective leadership. o '

The joint co-ordinated work of the delegates to the
supreme organ of the Party — its congress, and in the inter-
val between two congresses, of the members of the Central

‘Commitice of the Party, ie., the plenum of the Central Com-

mittee, permits the Party to find the correct solutions to all the

fundamenial questions of. socialist consiruction and the best

ways of implementing the decisions adopted. :
At party meetings and in the party press all the

_communists fake an active part in studying these decisions,

in discussing the program of action, in ‘making suggestions
and proposals, in working out and endorsing this program,
and only after they are fully conscious of its correctness
they act to put it into practice. Thus the decisions of the .
leading organs express the will of all the communists and
become a guide to action for them. _
The whole activity of the Party develops in an atmos-
phere of principled criticism and self-criticism. Being in the
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Jead of the most advanced class, thedigly;tgul:ie-%’:ozﬁroiis
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-and shorfcomings. Historical ‘experience L e
ini _and their parties lear Crl
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itici ' lying on the Tevoilil _

and self-criticism. For its part, relyin g
ism-Lenin the Party of Labour ol

theory of Marxism-Leninism, L Lot o nels all
dmits all mistakes af work and Chaunes,

Eﬁg?rgeﬁ?iya:ﬁvi;y of its menmbers towards thelr_ehmmatmn.

Party-people unity | | |
«The people do whai the Party says and . the Parly

* does what the people want» This motto reflects the unity

of the working masses around the Party of Labour of Albania,

. which underlies all the activity of the Party and the people,

i ual relationship.
hei —to-day struggle, their mutual re _ §
LhewTiab‘;heo Pa?r’ty there is nothing dearer than the interesis

" of the people. In all circumstances, its activity reflects the

wishes and aspivations of the working masges.tég'h%ll; ‘gﬁ
rinciples and. ideas of this policy, when ac cg) d e
Ebas-.ses become a great material foree whic OWS I
; 1 . . .
obstacles. _ _ o in it links
trength of ‘the Party of Labour res hnks._
'Withﬂtll?e Smasses, in its ability to win them over, to guide
ihemn, to sum up their experience as w
therr . i ' ¢ {rust of the people
isely from this stems the grea _
in t]-irePc;rtg the unity of the Party T_mth the peo_pl_a‘, a ﬁfﬁi;
and unity which lie at the foundation of the invincl

of the Party and the country it leads, which enable them-

to undertake ever greater and more arduous tasks and accom-

i in the best possible manner. _
PllShAﬁle:g.i;gng — worlgers, cooperativists, employees, people

. of art and culture — whether communisis or non-parly :

ire ' blems, whenever
in all circumstances, over all pro 8,1
'Elfgplj,reuiim need of advice and assigtance, address Ll}ems:ﬁ;fg
to ythe party basic organization which tepresents for

" “the strength and wisdom of the Party. They solicit the aid

of the Party wherever. they cor}ile -1f1p_ a‘%;m%ﬁsutsg?lfﬁei; :Cc?s;l;
r have problems in the Iamily, RDE-Aze:
‘E?eﬂ;’a?'ty, its cgpability to lead and-assist themnt

While the Party surrounds everyone Wi.th its- warm

ell as to learn from
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~ solicitude, on their part the entire people, everyone of them,

are boundlessly attached to it. Whenever the country has faced
.8 critical situation, the Party has addressed itself 1o the
people and has always found their active and conscious aid.
.- The general line of the Party has been carried out with
success, first of all, because it has been embraced by the
broad masses of the people, has become their line and the
masses, together with the Party and under its leadership, have
striven with all their might to put it into practice. The Party
has won the masses by making them conscious of the correct-
ness of its Iine, by making them conscious of the aims of
the struggle, of the difficulties, the obstacles, the sacrifices,
which -are necessary 1o ensure victory. ' o
.. The close links of the Party with the masses, the con-
wvincing of them in the correctness of the political line of the
Party, the transformation of the line of the Party into the
line of the masses, have become reality not only because this
line responds to the demands and inlerests of the people and
socialism, but also because the Party has always carried out
a practical .revolutionary activity for the application of this
line. . _ :
To convince the masses of the people, to establish lasting
bonds with them and to mobilize them in struggle and work,
a reliable weapon in the hands of the Party has been the

" concrete, tangible, clear and militant agitation and propa-

ganda, the wide-scale, differentiated political and ideological
work for the communist and patriotic education of the masses.

Parallel with the work of agitation and propaganda, in
its revolutionary policy the Party has always followed the
principle that words must be matched with deeds. The edu-
cative work of the Party has always been associated "with
actions, with the personal example of the communists, with
their stand in the frent ranks in the struggle and at work.

About every decision it has taken and in every step of its
activity the Party has consulted the masses, has encouraged
the criticistn of shortcomings, and the free expression of the

‘opinions of the masses, has listened carefully to their demands

and proposals, has always kept in the mind the lofty. moral
and political values of the people. It has constantly drawn
lessons from the rich revolutionary experience of the mas-
ses and has taught them. _ o

. The links between the Party and the masses have been
built on sound organizational bases. Only links with the orga-

6~ 117 A
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| : i Party of Labour
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" Numerical increase of the candidate-members and members of the
Party of Labour of Albania

November 8th | 1941 . 200
November &th _-Igflﬁ 45,382
March 31st 1952 44,418
May 25th 1956 © 48,644
February 13th : 1981 ’ : 53,679
November-Lst - : 1966 | 66,327
January 1st | 1971 ) 75,873 .
November 1st . lo7e 115,000
January dst 1881 . N
November 1st - 1981 122,6@

One of the most gutstanding features of the Party of
Labour of Albania is ity monolithic organizalienal and ideo-
logical unity. It has hammered out this unity and has pre-
served it in lrreconcilable struggle against opportunism
and sectarianism, against factions and all internal enemies.
- After the defeat of the liguidationist Trotskyite trend in
the first months of its existence, the views and activity of
the anti-party groups and elements at no time suecceeded in
crystallizing into anti-Marxist ideoclogical frends in the ranks
of Party. This was because they were discovered and combat-
ed in time, and ‘because of the loyalty ‘of the communists 10
Marxism-Leninism and the line of the Party. '

To preserve its unity and the correctness of its general
line, the Party of Labour of Albania during the whole of its
existence has fought on two fronts: against right opportunism
and against sectarianism and dogmatism. '

_ ’I_‘he irreplaceable pilot

All the successes achieved by the Albanian people in the
construction and consolidation of their siate of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat are connected with the leading
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and organizing role of the Party of Labour of Albania, with

LA
Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, The program of the P

i i i
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° A%bggér the %ead-ership of the PLA the working masses are

. 1 — rful organization
i ' Democratic Front a powe )
iﬁfgglﬁk;ﬁie throad working massg‘sl‘:;’;hﬂtl}ée;igﬁ, ;h;i%gg
' atic Front the PLA moblilz : ople
E;ltlfuggeire}mfgi the construction of soqahsn; 13 ﬁé}i‘ajjlaéommde
.« report to the Tth Congress of the , Comrac
Eﬂvelll':1 I-llltiihfpl-?al.‘s said: «The theory and Qrac__tlce %f soc;ﬂ:;sar;ls,
the revolutionary life ‘and ‘activity -of our Party :31Vetfength—
r?wed completely that the constant pr_efgiervaﬁlg)r} anmsthe_ fate
-p. ing of the leading role of the Party 1s .c'l_eclsw.-; 0 e in
egltﬁe people and the revolution. Only _under # eth edete
Of the Party can.the people’s state power he streng i:list ane
. nsolidated, can the country be defended, the soc¢ alist oo
nomy developed, culture promereds "0 B0 Tenared. Tt i
-stop march towards <0 IS ed. :
igdailfderlz{;ntha{i);@all the enemies; mtgrpal. m;id e%(:;rt*nalé;ni{c_‘ ?és
times spearheaded their struggle against * e v A :
- {eading role in the first plg.ce.» : _ :

the Labour Youth Union, the Women’s Union
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The leading role of the Party has been enhanced and
strengthened from every point of view in every field and in
all directions, This accounts for all the successes achieved
tharks to the revolutionary drive of the masses. These have
been endowing the state power with greater leading and
executive competences, strengthening the social base of the
economy and opening hew perspectives -for ite rapid develop-
ment, strengthening the faith of the masses in the possibility
of realizing the tasks of the plan, raising the scieniific level
of the mamagement of the economy along Marxist-Leninist
lines, development and the correct revolutionary orientation of
culture and education, of literature and the arts.

The strengthening of the leadership of the Party has also
raised the defence potential of the country to a higher level,
by improving from every point of view the implementa-
tion of the Marxist-Leninist teaching of arming and train-
ing the entire people for defence, of sirengthening the popular
character of the armed forces. : '

On the other hand, the leading role of the Party is reflec-
ted in the ideological and political class education of the mas-
ses for raising the level of their consciousness as closely as
vossible to its own consciousness in struggle for the implemen-
tation of tasks. :

However, Comrade Enver Hoxha emphasized that the

~ leading role of the Party «is not ensured and affirmed auto-

matically, simply from the fact that the Party is in power
This role is enhanced and strengthened «through the persis-
tent political, ideological and organizational struggle to apply
its general line, its decisions and directives, its prineciples
and noerms.» It is sfrengthened through stern class  struggle
against any viclation and distortion of the line and directives
of the Party, against the bourgecis and revisionist ideology,
acaingt the activities of the internal and external enemy and
the enemy within its own rankg. «This rgless Comrade
Enver Hoxha points out, «is strensthened and conselidated in
the daily struegle of the Partv at the head of the masses for
the socialist construction of the country. :

The party basic organizations play a role of decisive im-.
portance in applying the Party leadership in practice, Through
them this role in carried out in every cell of the life of the
country. The basic organizations are fiery revolutionary
hearths where the class fhinking, the proletarian ideclogy and
Marxist-Leninist courage prevail in the solution of all pro-
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the lasic organizations is characterized by

d confrontation, people ar rep >
%ﬁ:a:so?l? they have carried out, ev'ery'bf');'.ly 'cgigmie:alﬁﬁg
: < }
d reservation all those \n._rho commit mi :
f)efal’;hée?r posts in the leade(fsm% 0% thenfiirigértg: 4::122%13 r?;;
' “hi e he a :

- army, etc. Every higher cadre, e o s
1 an army commander Or Party =Sttt ) by
%:JIESEDEL give degailed account of his actwﬂ:y as a communist

and a cadre.’

In the van of the struggle against imperialism and
modern revisionism

| ' i itical 1i d in all its

- ] working out of its pohtmql line an all
acti\.fli?y ﬂ:clfle'fPLA %as atways been g;mde;d éfl;yf (;opihgr;?g%}g;

4 is th i tive for _
that the class Srmes b mctio £ socialist society and

olution, for. the construction of Socia‘L
?ﬁetlzﬁagiiion to communism, It has never 1:115;‘30'::1ated-l1;‘1['};9)i I::lafz
struggle on the internal front from the class struggle or
i ional arena. _ _ |
mLerBi?&néa the forty ‘years of iis existence, the %ﬁnﬁi
defended with heroism the principles of 'M{:I.I'XISFIE- e
and the interests of the people, spfearhegdl‘ng l‘ksleaded o
against the- two main enemies — .1mp_e'rla11sm aded by
Agﬂlerican imperialism, and rgvis;omsmdhe%c%ede}‘?gﬂ Khrush.
ite revisionism. It has gained consjderable’ eXperis

Eﬁgv;z?uggle against imperialisg%e an? mq%e;:m ;ﬁ;lsggzgnwlf;

irse of theé National Liberation and, ,
:ulfltircgl?e establishment of the people’s power and t}l:te ;?:Eagl}z{_
" ment of Albania on the socialist road, it has foug

A it ainst them. ‘ o

cep.%rigl Fs*i\‘fl’lhis aﬁlways seen American imperialism and

Soviet social-imperialism as the main enemies and the greatest

-1 . . ia 1 orld socialist
danger to the socialist order in Albania, to the indence of all

' i the freedom and national indepen of
gﬁ:o?egg?ésf?:o peace in the world, For these reasons it has

spearheaded the class struggle in the international arena against

ese enemies.  Wa E st
g;minese revisionism, while fighting at the same time again

the other external enemies, collaborators or tools of the Amer-

i ial-i iali i not
ican imperialists and Soviet SOCLal-lmperLalxsts, ehemies

The PLA has waged a fierce siruggle against
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only of socialist Albania but also of the other peoples and
of socialism in general. The PLA has firmly denounced the
policy of aggression and war in all the forms it is practiced

by the imperialist forces, headed by American imperialism,

and the Soviet and Chinese social-imperialist forces. The at-
tempts of American imperialism to extend its domination over
the whole world have been vigorously exposed by the PLA.
It has unhesitatingly rejected the Marshall Plan, the Truman
Doctrine and .other such manoeuvrings by the government of
the United States of America. It has waged a resclute struggle
against the efforts of the imperialist forces to revive West-
German militarism, to set up military bloes, as well as against
the cold war policy. CL

The PLA has always maintained that for the struggle
against imperialism and social-imperialism to be victorious, it
is necessary to constantly strengthen the unity of the revolu-
tionary forces, to sharpen the vigilance of the peoples in the
political, ideclogical and military field. In this direction, the
PLA has always set the example and never spared its contri-
bution. The PLA has never been intimidated by the menaces,
pressures and aggressions of internatiorial imperialism and its
stooges;- it has never hacked down in face of these enemy acti-
vities, but has forged ahead courageously and triumphantly on
its revolutionary road. It has vigorously denounced the cri-
minal activities of American imperialism against the PSR of
Albania, against peace and the security of the peoples, its
policy of aggression, of cold war and brinkmanship.

The PLA has fought with exceptional severity against
meodern revisionism, the offspring and agency of imperialism.
Proceeding from the teachings of Lenin, to the effect that «the
struggle against imperialism, if it is not closely linked with
the struggle against opportunism, is a word deveid of all
meaning and a mystification,» the PLA has constantly stressed
that «without combating revisionism one cannot successfully
combat imperialism» and that «without exposing and combat-
ing revisionist demagogy and betrayal one cannot hope to win
in the struggle against imperialism and advance world revolu-
tion.» o :

The PLA has made a very important contribution t¢o the
struggle against modemm revisionism through its uncompro-
mising stands of principle fowards Yugoslav revisionism in
the political and ideologicial fields. The experience it has.
gained in this struggle has enabled it to fight with success
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against Khrushohevite revisionigm, which ' presents itself in
even more complex forms and whose menace 13 evel ~more
grav%e\}isiomsm began to manifest itself in the leadership of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union after t}le-death of
Stalin; the line of revisionist ‘betrayal crystallized af th{ri:
20th Congress of this party at the time when Il{hrushchev‘ and
his group put forward a series of theses which were ax_meh
at revising Marxism-Leninism on several key problems suc
as: the class struggle within the country apd on -an inferna-
tional scale, the dictatorship of the proletariat, the role of the
communist party, peace and war, the roads of carrying out
the revolution and the construction of _somah:sn?, etc. Anti-
Marxist theses on the relations between socialist _ccu.:mtrgeire-l
and communist and workers’ parties, on the relations m}i;
the imperialist powers and the support to be given to 1 1'3_
struggleé of the peoples were also put forward. At this gﬂp
gress, Stalin and his work were glurred, and this was qone
with the aim of opening the road for the_att'acks__on Marx_lslrp—t
" Leninism, This betrayal caused greal pre]udlce to the socia fd
camp and the international communist movgmen't and pos "
4 serious threat to them. Bven when the situation was m}c;
yet clear, the PLA did not adopt in essence the theses of the

20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union |

:d it approve of the actions of Khrgshchev.' ’I_‘h-e PLA
?122 glwa-ys s?:"god firm in defence of Marxism-Leninism aq'il‘;
in a communist spirit-and in a corqradely manner, made 1f
suggestions to the Soviet leadership in order to help it }*ec_l; v
its atiitude. While giving the enemy no occasion to profltd:frqm
the existing differences, it courf'geously attacked all devia-
i om Marxist-Leninist positions. 12
ggéﬁsg defended its general line and its go'rrect positions au;::}lE
made no concessions to the Khrushchevite theses.. 1t foug
to put the Marxist line through. the 1957 Moscow_Con"_f-erence:
it denounced the counter-revolutionary rqle .o_f m_od_.er.n -_rex{
isionism in the events of Hungary. ‘Stepping up its strugg _éi
against- revisionism, in 1958°it launched the slogan fUéalcomd
promising' struggle for the denunciation ‘and theoretic a;lnt
political anmihilation of modern I‘E!“{lSleﬂlSl‘ﬂ::v, stressing tha
it considered this struggle one of its essential tasks. :
T Until 1960, when differences in the ranks of the com-
. munist movement had not ‘et come to light. a very complex
procesé developed, in which the PLA had to test the nature

The PLA has coura- .

........
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of Khrushdhevité Tévisionism and ‘o oppose some of its more
flagrant manifestations in the Soviet-Albanian relations. Dur-
ing this period the PLA discovered that the Khrushchevite
revisionists capitalized on the theses of «the creative develop-
ment of Marxism-Leninism», «the application of Marxism-
Leninism in the particular conditions of each country», as
well ‘as the ‘slogan of the «struggle against the cult of the
personality of Stalin.- ' _ T
. At the Buecharest Meeting of June 1960 the PLA adopted
a firm stand in conformity with the ‘Marxist-Leninist norms,
rejected the methods of the Soviet revisionists and denounced
their schemes, From that time on, the struggle between Marx-
ism-Leninism and modern revisionism in the world communist
movement became even sharper. When Khrushchev and his
group” stepped- up their splitting activity in order fo force
the parties which defended Marxism-Leninism to their knees,
the PLA remained unflinching, and denounced the manoeuvres
of the Khrushdhevite traitors. The struggle waged by the
PLA at the Preparatory Commission of the Moscow Conference
of 1960 and, above all, Comrade Enver Hoxha's well-argued
and principled denunciation of the anti-Marxist theory and
practice of Khrushehevite madern revisionism, had great im-
portance for the struggle against Khrushchevite revisionism.
At the 22nd Congress, the Khrushchevite revisionists made the
differences public and opemly attacked all the Marxist-
Leninists, At that time, the struggle against Khrushchevite
ravisionism entered a new phase, that of its open condemna-
tion by the world proletariat. On this oceasion, on October
21, 1961 Zéri i popullit published a declaration of the CC
of the PLA which was an immediate, firm and courageous
reply to the vile anti-Marxist and anti-Albanian atfacks launch-
ed publicly against the PLA at the 22nd Comgress of the
OPSU. It pointed out that, faced with the assault organized -
by Khrushchev, the PLA «had facts and documents in support
of itg theses, and that it would inform the whole communist
and workers’ movement and world public opinion of the truth
of the relations between the PLA and the leadership of the
QPSU, so that they would know which side was right; it
would denounce the antisMarxist and anti-Albanian deals of
Khrushchey and his group.o :

As always, the PLA was in the forefront of this struggle.
It launched the slogan «We should draw once and for all a
lne of demarcation  with the revisionists in all fields -and
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continued this struggle uncompromisingly and ceaselessly. The.
PLA has never limited this struggle to. questions concerning
directly and solely the PSR of Alban'a, but has extended
it to all major problems of the defence of Marxism-Leninism,
socialism, the revolution and the interests of the peoples of
the world, :

. This policy has contributed to tearing the demagogic mask
off the Khrushchevite diplomacy. The PLA has considered
equaily opportunist the attitude of those trying to find 2
middle line in the struggle against revisionism, the line
of the «golden mean», becauge, as long historic experience
has shown, this is a line of conciliation of irreconcilable op-
posites, of concepts which can in no way be reconciled, and
all such positions are unstable and temporary.

The Soviet leadership extended the ideological differences
with the PLA to the field of inter-state relations, going from
pressure and blackmail over to the unilateral and unjustifiable
preaking off of bilateral agreements in the economic, poli-
tical, military, <ultural: and other fields; they went s0 far as
to call for a counter-revolution in Albania from the tribune
of the 22nd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
‘Union. Worse still, together with the other Warsaw Treaty
members on March 1961 it plotied to dismantle the naval base
of Vlora and leave Albania defenceless in front of the 6th US
Fleet. In collugion with that fleet and other enemies of our
country it tried io carry out this dangerous plot against the
freedom and independence of Albania. :

Confronied. with such a situation, the PLA had to cope .

with arduous problems to ensure the intangibility of the
borders and the defence of the sovereignty of the country. But
its tagks became more difficult due to the fact that Albania
was the only couniry in Europe standing firmly on- sound
Marxist-Leninist positions which it defended with courage
and abnegation, and following a truly internationalist poliey.
Only thanks to the wise and tar-sighted policy followed by
the PLA, headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha, the plans of the
Khrushchevite revisionists were turned to ashes,

Thus the PLA has defended the interests of the Albanian

people, Marxism-Leninism,. the world revolution and the sirug- -

gle. of the peoples for national and social liberation, and
 become a staunch fighter in the struggle against imperialism,
modern revisionism and the counter-revolutionary collusion
between their chiefs. This unflinching struggle enhanced even
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‘more the authority of the PLA in the international communist

movement and the prestige of the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania in the eyes of the freedom and progress-loving
peoples and countries in the world.

The PLA has never ceased its struggle against modern
revisionism and especially against Soviet revisionism. The
PLA continued to wage a consistent ideological struggle of
principle against modern revisionism; it constantly exposed
the sinister anti-Marxist, chauvinist and counter-revolutionary
activity of the Soviet revisionists and their servanis and the
opportunists of all colours. ' - :

With. their fallacious theses, according to which the
epoch of the revolutions had «gone by, the process of dé-
tente had began, the theory of class struggle was no longer
valid either in the Soviet Unioh or abroad; «peaceful competi-
tion and coexistence» was being applied in all fields; it had
become passible to go over to socialism- in a peaceful way,
ete., the modern revisionists and, in the first place, the
Khrushchevite revisionists not only caused great prejudice

to the world communist movement but also gave international

capital a pledge and assurance which only the traitors and
sworn enemies of the revolution can give. Al present, the

‘Soviet Union which was once the craddle of the proletarian

revolution and the hope of the oppressed peoples, has been
turned into a country where capitalism is restored in all
fields and an aggressive, neo-colonialist, war-mongering
capitalist power. On their part, the former socialist countries
of Fastern Europe, which lagged along behind Khrushchev’s
bandwaggon ended up as mere vassals of the  Kremlin. The
vevisionist parties of those countries have become parties of
the national treason. On the other hand there is no longer

‘anything communist about the pseudo-communist parties of

Western Europe, Latin America and Asia which have embraced
revisionism. Their entire program has been reduced to a few
simple reformist demands, which, far from ‘threatening the
bourgeois order, are intended to save it from its profound
upheavals and make it more applicable in the new situations.

Comrade Enver Hoxha’s book «Imperialism and the Revo-
lution» eame out in December 1978. It makes a dialectical and
profound analysis of the fundamental problems of our time,
of the major questions concerning the revolutionary and.
liberation movements in the world. At the same time it is a
clear expression of the Marxist-Leninist aititude of the PLA
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towards all the problems facing the revolutionary and libera-

tion movement today. This work enunciates with scientifie
arguments the Marxist-Leninist strategy of the revolition as
opposed fo the counter-revolutionary strategy of American
and ‘world imperialism, and Soviet and Chinese gocial-imperial-
ism as well as the different trends of modern revisionism.
Volume one of Comrade Enver Hoxha's major work «Reflect-
ions on China» came out in June 1979, foliowed in October
of the same year by volume two, in Albanian and several
foreign languages. Exiracted from the Political Diary of Com-
rade Enver Hoxha, ihese reflections are a contribution of the
PLA and Comrade Enver Hoxha to the exposure of modern
revisionism in general and Chinese revigionism in particular.

On the oceasion of the centenary of the birth of the great
Marxist-Leninist Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin in December
1979, Comrade Enver Hoxha's book «With Stalin- (Memoirs)

- came out in Albanian and in several foreign languages, A work

with a profound -ideolegical and political ‘content, this book
deals with a number of major problems of the construction
of socialist society, the revolutionary and communist move=
ment and the struggle against imperialism, opportunism and
modern revisionism, from the positions of Marxism-~Leninism.
Another work by Comrade Enver Hoxha — «Burccommunism
[& Anti-commumnisms Wwas published in Albanian and several
foreign languages in May 1980. It is an extensive criticism of
the anti-comnmunist theses and concepts of the modern rev-
isionist trend which its capitalist godfathers have called «Furo-
communism-. :

Another hook in the series of memoirs ~of Comrade
Enver Hoxha is «The Khrushchevitess, published in Albanian
and several foreign languages in October 1980. It is another
evidenice of the struggle of principle of the PLA against rev-
isionism of all hues, in defence of the purity of Marxism-
Leninism.. ) _ N ) X _

These and other works of Comrade Enver Hoxha, such

as «Yugoslav *Self-administration’ — a Capitalist Theory and
" Practice», are a clear confirmation of the principled and

unshakeable stand of the FLA in defence of Marxism-Lenin-
‘et and proletarian internationalism and represent a valuable
coniribution of the PLA to the treasury of the revolutionary

© . theory of Marxism-Leninism. : _
“In his report t6 the 8th Congress of the PLA (November

1981, Comrade Enver Hoxha dealt broadly- with the struggie
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against revisionism and with the revolutionary and liberation
movement at the present stage. , ' '
Comrade Enver Hoxha siresses thai our Party has cease-
lessly waged the struggle against modern revisionism of all
trends, It has deepened its ideological and. political criticism of
Khrushchevite, Chinese, and Yugoslav. revisionism and. Euro-
communism, making a more comprehensive description of the
historic a_.nd social-economic causes of the emergence and
spread of these trends, and delving deeper into the process
of degeneration of those communist parties which have set
out on the road of revisionism, of their mistakes and conces-
sions in strategy and tactics, )
i Yugoslav revisionism was the first current of revision-
ism in power which set itself the task of undermining social- -
ism, whereas Soviet rvevisiomism has been and remains the
most dangerous trend of modern revisionism. Our Party of
Labour has waged a major, open and principled struggle also
against Chinese revisionism, the ideology, stands and actions
of the Communist Party of China. With the ever deepening of
the inner contradictions of capitalism and imperialism and
relentlessly mounting revolutionary wave, the revisionist cur- . '

- rent of Burocommunism has more clearly revealed ifs anti-

Marxist and counter-revolutionary features. :

_In his report Comrade Enver Hoxha points out that the
1dea§; ‘o_f gocialism have been and remain a great inspiring,
mobilizing and organizational force of the revolutionary
struggle of the masses. He says that for the Marxisi-Leninist -
parties the times are revolutionary, that the new Marxist-
Leniniest parties are growing and tempering themselves, en-
hancing their role and activity, and -strengthening their links
with and increasing their influence on the working class and
the masses. In various countries and zones, new parties have
been created. All the conditions exist to create true revoluti-
onary parties of the working class even there where they are
lacking. ' . .

‘The further strengthening of the unity of the Marxist-
Lemm_st movemnent is -an absolute mecessity in face of the
co—(‘:-rdmlated activity of the imperialists and the revisionists
against Marxism-Leninism and the revolutionary struggle of

* the proletariat and the peoples. : -

Consistently adhering to the princi ]

) 011 I principles of proletarian
internationalism, the Party of Labour of Albania has always
striven to make its contribution to the strengthening of the
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unity of the Marxist-Leninist movement and collaboration
among the sister parties, The Albanian Party and people will
fight in any circumstances and - situation to honourably carry
out their national and international duties, to successtully
build socialism in Albania and defend the revolutionary cause
of the proletarians and the peoples.

Chapter two

THE ALBANIAN STATE — A STATE OF THE
DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT

The revival bf the Albanian_: state

Albania emerged for the first time in the modern world

" as an independent and sovereign state on November 28,

1912. It was a great vietory for the Albanian people, but
their new state could not, in the conditions created, stand
firmly on iis own feet and develop, For three decades in suc-
cession, it was the vietim of the rapacious policy of the great
imperialist powers and the neighbouring countries. This situa-
tion continued until April 7, 1939, when it was militarily oc-
cupied by fascist Italy. :

Faced with the loss of their independence and subject
to the foreign yoke, the Albanian people once again took up
arms as they had done several times in the course of their
history, and fought 4o drive the invaders out of their country
and build a free and independent state.

The first decisive steps for the creation of the new Al-
banian state were taken as early as the time of the National
Liberation War. The 1st National Liberation Conference which
was held at Peza on September 16, 1942 elected the National
Liberation General Council and proclaimed that the national
liberation councils were fhe sole organs of people’s state
power. That was the beginning of the organization of the
state apparatus. The National Liberation General Council
emerged as the sole representative of the sovereignty of the
people, both in the liberated regions and in those not yet li-
berated. The decisions of the Conference of Peza created the
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is ' ~cogniti he international
remises necessary for the recognition on ‘the internaliol H
glane of the war of the Albanian people in all is signifi

- cance.

The national liberation councils had two attributes: on the
one hand, they were set up as organs mobilizing the peopl«;
for the armed uprising, and on the other hand, as organs 'Ot
the new people’s state power, re lacing the overthrown faSCISE
power and preventing the re=establishment of the former state
power of the hourgeoisie and landownexs. The n_atmnal libera=-
Hion councils were the basis of the new democratic state p-uweli;
until the necessary conditions for the cre:fxtwn of a Constituen
Assembly were created after the liberation of the country. a
The 2nd National Liberation Conference, which was he
at Labinot from 4-9 September: 1943, apprqved ?he Constri:.kls-
tion and Regulations of the mnational liberation mum:;ed
The Constitution stipulated that these councils «represen

the civil power of the country» in the liberated areas, that -

were «the nuclei of ihe political power of the Albanian
g;?};le» and that. «the. people themselves, would choose the
form of regime afier the liberation of the gountry.» >

The Regulations siressed that the councils were «demo-
cratic organs and the real people’s power», that they wtar.e
elected «democratically» and that all citizens above 18 years
of age had the right to equal vote, «irrespective of their
political and religious convictions, with the exception of spies
and traitors to the country-.

The decisions taken at the lst Anti-faseist Congress of

of Pérmet, on May 24, 1944 and those of the Conference of
Berat, in October 1944, had particular impertance becguse thgy
laid the foundations of he new Albanian state ._and defined its
international position. At the Congress of Pérmet, the ‘Al-
banian people expressed their desire to have «@ new Iegime
in- Albania which would be a sure guarantee for the future,

would mark the triumph of democracy and make impossible

v - * . 1 ti—
the re-establishment of the Zog regime». 1t elected the Antl-
fascist National Liberation Council, which represented the

sovereignly of the people and the state as wel] as the Anti~

tascist National Liberation Committee vested with the attributes
of .a provigional government. ' :

s ess of P ¢-King -

The decisions of the Congress of Pérmet banned ex-
Z.0g from returning to Albania and recognized no other govern« 2
ment which might be formed inside the country or in exile |

against the will of the Albanian people.

THE STATE OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT o4

The Congress of Pérmet dealt a decisive blow at the
schemes and ambitions of the imperialist powers against
Albania. In regard to the principles to be pursued in foreign
policy, the Congress decided «to annul all the political and
economic agreements the Zog government had concluded with
foreign states, as incompatible with the interests of the Al-
hanian people», and «to recegnize no agreement, no interna-
tional engagement which may have been concluded in Al-
Jbania or abroad by the reactionary cliques either in the name
of a political group, or in the capacity of a governments.

These decisions prodaimed publicly that only the organs
elected at the Congress of Pérmet, which had emerged from
the armed struggle of the people, could represent Albania and
the Albanian people; they also affirmed the principle that it
-would not share power with any reactionary political group
or clique. In the field of international relations, the decisions

- pointed out, the Albanian state would defend the interests of

the people and the Homeland, by pursuing an independent
national pdlicy. . . :

At ithe 2nd Session of the Anti-fascisl National Liberation
Council, which was held in October 1944 in the liberated city
of Berat, the Anti-fascist National Liberafion Committee was
changed into the provisional Democratic Government of Al-
bania, The Anti-fascist Council and Commitiee stood firmly
for respecting the principle of equality and muiual benefit in
international rélations.

In the declaration made at the 2nd Conference. of the Anti-
fascist National Liberation Council, the government pledged
before the Albanian people that it would loyally carry on the
functions of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee
elected in Pérmet and fight «for the speedy and complete
liberation of Albania, for the defence of the independence of
the Albanian state-, and «reconsider and annul all the po-
litical, military and economic agreements conduded by ex-King
Zog’s regime with foreign states» .

~ The program of the Democratic Government defined the
principles of the foreign policy of the new Albanian sfate,
the establishment of relations of collaboration with the other

states.

Thus, - upon 'Libemtion, the Albanian people had
already established their state power, set up the organs of.
state power and administration, built at the centre and

7 =17 A
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.at the base a structure which would enable them {0 betier

cope with the tasks of the day and carry out {heir foreign

The destruction of the old state apparatus apd the
establishment of the pedple’s state power

The people’s stale power was not a power grafted on the

isi tion of both.
' tat: wer of the bourgeoisie 0T an gmalgama _
) ?Dlg ihiiclzgtrafy, it was fborn and consolidated on the ruins O

ression and exploitation.

the %‘lxingo vt?rhe: ?iis‘gpﬁlonthss after 'Lipberation, the old state
administration was coropletely liquidated. A qewt; app%ga?:z.
wag set up from the ministries .and ceniral msicltu ions o e
courts and people’s police. Elections to the local organs =

le’s councils, took place all over the country — In Vi agfhe,
towe nd districts, in May 1945. These councils became p
-political organs of the new state power, both at the Cent;eri?es
in the districts. At the same fime, all laws, decrees, an

promulgated during the Italian or German occupailon were 3

' declared mull and void.. .
abrogds;lbeg;pr;gmbif:ga%, 1045 the Anti-fascist National Libera-

tion Council adopted the law on the Constitutional Assembly.

This jaw stipulated that the Assembly would decide on the

 form of the regime and that it would endorse all the acts

it ; n by the Anti-fascist National
roved before iis convocation by t ]
?..%Eeration Council and ite presidency. At the s?dn?chtn;:{wtgi
Anti-fascist National Liberation Council approv: he o o
the elections of the representatives of the people to the
tutional Assembly and ih
lists.

democratic elections ba
g;;:riﬁadg;zum}g ar?d,dimct ballot. The elections demonstrated

i 1t Front ;
‘that the people endorsed the policy of the Democraiic Fro t ]

and the Communist Party of Albania, ifs organizer an
guide. B :

political form of

e law on the establishrent of_electoral ..

' ' “the first time in its history our
On December 2, 1945, for t i n its WSO il |

] ssembly emergi | lections .
- titutional Assembly emerging from fhe e S
was Tcgiv%?aréfi 101:'1 January 10, 1846. On January 11, 19;161; hl; ..
roclaimed Albania a People’s Republic. The question 01 3© 3
Dol the state was resolved by the. Albanian peo- §
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ple themselves and the monarchy of Zog was abolished of-
ficially, «de jure-, ' o _

After the proclamation of the People’s Republic of Al-
bania, the Constitutional Assembly met on March 14, 1946 and
adopted the Cunstitution of the People’s Republic of Albania,
its draft having been discussed at large meefings by the
working people of town and countryside. Its historic task ac-
complished, the Constitutional Assembly was tummed into the
People’s Assembly. . : .

The proclamation of the Constitution was an cvent of
major importance for the new Albanian state. It sanctioned the
social regime of the People’s Republic of Albania, the class
structure of society, ifs economic base, the rights and funda-
mental duiies of cilizens, the system of state organs, their
sphere of competences as well as the electoral system..

The new state apparatus was built on the basis of the
national liberation councils, in their capacity as the sole re-

- presentative organs. The administrative apparatus was set up

in compliance with the needs of the country. People who had
collaborated with the enemy or who were notorious for their
anti-people activity were expelled from the ministries and the
other mechanisms of the administration. '

The organization of a modern people’s army and the crea-
tion of the organs of State Security for the defence of the
achievements of the people’s revolution had particular impor-
tance. Right from the beginning, co-ordinating their activities
with those of the People’s Defence (State Securily), the armed
forces fought against the remnants of the reactionary bands
and foiled the plots hatched up by the imperialists. The sup-
port of the broad masses of town and countryside for the new
people’s power, its close links with the masses, enabled it 1o
nip in the bud all the attempts of the hostile forces to organize
centres of resistance. However, the struggle against bands of
criminals or subversive agents sent in from abroad weni on
for several years. ' :

In order o ensure public order, the staie power set up,
after Liberation, the people’s police and a new judicial appara- .
tus in the service of the people. These organs played an-impor-
tant role in the struggle against fascist remnants. '

In this period, the struggle of the forces of reaction against
the people’s power assumed various forms, Along with the
résistance of the armed bands, which were particularly active
immediately after Liberation, the overthrown exploiting clas-
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ses increé,si-ﬁgly resovted to other forms of struggle, especially

hatching up plots and setting up counter-revelutionary orga-
" nizations in close collaboration with the espionage agencies of

o imperialist powers, and trying o hamper and wreck the
:::‘gconsifflctio'n a;p_:f the national economy, which, be§1des‘ the
burden of backwardness inherited from the past _anh-pop-ular
regim»eﬂ, worked to overcome enoYmous difficulties and cope
with the devastalions of the war. o

However, suppression of the hostile activity of the over-
thrown exploiting classes was only one aspect of the po_h{iy
of the people’s power towards them. This aspect was mainly
a reflection of the determination of the people to defend their
achievements and to ensure that.all the attempts at restoring
the former order of things were foiled.” In the meantime, the
principal objective of the people’s power was to _.pro_mote the
revolution, fo carry out the radical economic and social irans-
formations which would pave the way for the construction

- m. ) . P
o S(Eialllis way, the new democratic state played a decisive
role in the whole life of the country. The establishment of
the people’s state POWEr marked a radical tprmng-apomt in
the history of the Albanian people and the beginning of a n«.e*i\;
stage in its existence. Albania broke away once and for 2
from the imperialist and capitalist system, and the Albanian

* people embarked on the broad and brilliant road of the

ronstruction of socialism, in which eve}?yth'in;g is done in the
name of -the working people and in their interest.

The essential functions of the Albanian
- socialist state

e carrying out of the directive of the 6th Congress of
the ‘-IPI;'% d-frrLB;II:]gur of Albania, work began for drafting a
new Constitution of the Republic. To this end, a ‘road :and
decp-going study was carried out of the great 'trams.form_at}ons
that hed taken place in Albania in the political, ideological,

. economic, social and cultural fields after the adoption, in

. s : Wlie of Al-
1946, of the first Constitution of the People’s Republic o
bania, to which in-the course of years a 'numfbefr of amend-
ments had been made by the People’s Assembly of the PR

of Albania. The People’s Assembly charged a special com-
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migsion, headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha, with drafting a
new Constitution. After long and fruitful work on January.
21, 1976 the commission published the full text of the «Drafi-

- Constitution of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albanias.

- - Referring to it, at the 7th Congress of the PLA Comrade
Enver Hoxha pointed out, «The 6th Congress of the Party
put forward the task of drafting the new Constitution and
instructed that it should be the continuation of the existing
one, which would express the continuity of the revolution in’
Albania, the uninterrupted struggle to guaraniee the freedom
and independence of the Homeland and the building of
socialism. On the other hand, it had to take into account our
present reality, the stage which the development of the revolu-
tion has veached. The new Censtitution must sanction the
major revolutionary transformations carried out and the suc-
cesses achieved, must reflect the general line of the Party
for the complete construction of socialism and the further
development of our state of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
The old Constitution was the Constitution of the building of
the foundations of socialism, whereas the new Constitution
will be the Constitution of the complete construction of so-
cialist society.» :

Although the old Comstitution contains a number of
juridical and political norms which at present have become
too narrow and do not correspond to the development and
deepening of the revolution on a broad front, still it made
an. effective contribution to the great achievements of the
éountry. At the time when the old Consiitution came in

force (March 1946), the Party and the couniry were faced
with immense and complex problems. For example, the

people’s state power had to be consolidated and perfected, the
frenzied resistance of the -overthrown exploiting classes and
their endeavours to bring back the past smashed, the old’
economic relations liquidated and replaced with new, socialist .
relations, the small-scale production of commeodities con-
trolled and restricted, and the strata of the petty-bourgeoisie
of town and countryside, and first of all the working pea-
santry, drawn onto the road of socialism. The centuries-old
backwardness inherited from the pasi.had fo be overcome,
the defence of .the Homeland constantly strengthened and,
along with all this, a profound change in the mentality of
people on the basis of the proletarian world outlook and
morality brought about. - '




- was a clear expression of our socialis. democracy in action
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their first major victory in 1912, with the creation of the
independent Albanian national state. . :

“The Introduction says, «The national democratic and .
revolutionary movement was given a new impulse and content
with the triumph of the great October Socialist Revolution
and with the spread of communist ideas, which marked
%g decisive tumning-point for the fate of the Albanian people,
0. :

In the grave situation created by the fascist and nazi
occupation, the treachery of the ruling classes, which, as
they had always done, made common cause with the foreign
occupiers, the Introduction poinis out, the Albanian people, '
under the leadership. of the Communist Party (today the
Party of Labour) of Albania, united in the National Libe-
ration Front, rose to their feet, and arms in hand hurled
themselves into the greatest war of their history for national
and social liberation in the fire of the war for freedom,
and on the ruins of the old state power, the new Albanian
state emerged as a state of people’s democracy. «On November
28, 1944, says the Introduction, «Albania® won genuine
independence and the Albanian. people took their fate into
their own hands. The people’s revolution triumphed and a
new epoch, the epoch of socialism, was opened. '

After the establishment of the people’s state power under
the leadership of the Party of the working class, great
socio-economic changes -were carried out. The domination by
foreign capifal and plunder of the country’s riches was ended;
the capitalists and big landowners were expropriated and
the main means of production passed into the hands of the
people; the way was opened for the socialist industrialization
of the country; the Land Reform and the collectivization of .
agriculture set the Albanian peasantry on the road of social~
ismn. Likewise, social ownership over the means af - production
.jmd the single system of socialist economy, which prevails
in town and countryside, replaced the private owrnership
and . the multi-form economy. With the liquidation of the
exploiting classes and the establishment of new, socialist,
relations .of production, exploitation of man by. man was
liquidated once and for all. The entire social development
proceeds consciously, according tfo plan, and in the interest
of the people. - e _

The Introduction has -it clearly, «In socialis Albania,
the working class is the leading class of the state and the .

The draft-Constitution was submitted for study to the
working masses all over the country for several months.
This was the Tirst stage of the active and democratic participa- .
tion of the people in a question of so great importance. The
second stage was characterized by thousands of contributions
o the discussion, proposals and suggestions by the working
masses about the conient and the form of the document.
Phely were recorded and studied with great attention by
the special commission. All suggestions improving on the
document, which has fundamental importance, were included.
in the drafi-Constitution of the ‘People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania before it was Jefinitively adopted by ithe competent .
organs of the Party and the state. The Constitution was
endorsed by the People’s Assembly on December 28, 1976.

This is what Comrade Enver Hoxha has said in this
respect, at the Tth Congress of the Party: «About 1,500,000
people, practically all the adult population of the country;
participated in the meetings which were held, and about
300,000 people contributed to the discussion. .. That greal
popular discussion, characterized by a Hree and fruitful
thrashing out of opinions, by lively and constructive debate,
and of the genuine sovereignty of the people. It demonstra~
ted in practice that in socialist Albania the people are the
masters, that nothing is done against their will. «To the

or», said an ordinary peasant ‘during the *discussion of the
draft-Constitution, - «the ‘word ‘law’ once had a terrible
sound. It meant a threat of starvation, a threat of imprison-
ment, a threat of death. Today, the people malke the law
themselves, and they do so for their own. good.- '

Obviously, the draft-Constitution was received with great
enthusiasm by all the working masses of the country, because
it reflects the aspirations and the will of the entire people
who were given the world’s most advanced Constitution.

~ The Constitution of the People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania consists of an Introduction and three main parts of 10
chapters each, and 112 articles. . o

The Introduction evokes the thousand-years long history
of the Albanian peaple,-characterized by fierce struggles a-
gainst external and internal enemies for freedom and national |
independence, for land and for their language, for bread
and social justice. After centuries of bondage they achieved
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society. New relations of muiual assistance and cooperation

have been established between the two. friendly classes of
our society -—- the working class and the cecoperativist pea-
santry, as well as the stratum of the people’s intelligentsia,
The work readily contributed by free people has become the

- decisive factor in the flourishing of the socialist Homeland, in . -

raising the general and individual well-being.» «Albania has
overcome iis age-old backwardness and has been transformed
into a country with advanced industry and agriculture.

.After mentioning the outburst of the creative energies '

of the people, the emancipation.of the Albanian woman, the
great progress made in the field of educatiom, culture and

seience, the smashing of the foundations of religious obscur- '

antism, the moulding of the moral figure of the working
man, his consciousness and world outlook on the basis of the
proletarian ideology which has ibecome the dominant ideology,
the Introduction points out: «Socialism has shown iis absolute
superiority over the old exploiting order.» : :

The great historic changes have created new conditions
for the continuous development of the revolution and socialist
aonstruction. ' . '

The Introduction says, «The waging of the class struggle
in favour of socialism, the continuous sirengihening of the
state of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the deepening
of socialist democracy, the development of the productive
forces and the perfecting of socialist relations of production,
the steady raising of the well-being of the working masses,
the gradual narrowing of distinctions between industry and
agriculture, town and country, mental and physical”labour,
the affirmation of the personality of man within the socialist
collectivity, the mastering of contemporary technology and
science, the confinuous revolutionization of the entire tife
of the country, are the main ways through which the socialist
society is growing stronger and advancing»

After affirming the determination of Albania to face up
{o any enemy of the people’s state power and the achieve-

ments of socialism, in the part dealing with the foreign
polidy, the Introduction says: «Socialist Albania is always

. an active factor in the struggle for national and social libera-

tion, for peace, freedom, and the rights of all the peoples
against imperialism, reaction, and revisionism. In its foreign

policy it is guided by the great ideas aof socialism and.
- communism, and fights for their triumph the world over»
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- In ‘eonclusion, the Introduction reads: «The Albanian
ople-have found constant inspiration in the great doctrine
of Marxism-Leninism, under the banner of which, united
round the Party of Labour and under its leadership, they
are carrying forward the construction of socialist society to
‘pass over, later, gradually fo communist society.s

T

* x

The first part of the Constitution consists of two chap-
ters. Chapter One describes the socigl. order of the couniry;
the, political order; the economic order and education, science
and culture. ' -

The Pditical Order

Article One states «Albania is a People’s Socialist Repu-
blic»_, a_.nd as a consequence the PSR of Albania is a «siate of
the "dictatorship of the proletariat, which expresses and
defends the interests of all the working people. The PSR of
Albania. is' based on the unity of the people around the
Party of Labour of Albania and it has as its feundation the
alliance of the working class with the cooperativist peasantry,
- under the leadership of the working class» (Article 2)... The
Party of L@bour of Albania, the vanguard of the working
class, is logically {le sole leading political force of the stale
and society, : ’

«In the PSR of Albania the dominant ideology is Marxism-
Leninism. The entire socialist sccial order is developed on
the basis of its principles» {Art. 3). '

To understand the great theoretical and practical im-
portance of the first three articles of the mnew Constitution,
account must be faken of the nature and role of the state
“ir society. In a society consisting of antagonistic classes, the
state is only an organ in the hands of the class in power,
intended to exercise the political, economic, social, ideological
domination and exploitation of this class on the other classes
which are not in power. In other words, it is an apparatus,
which in terms of its contéent and form, crushes the resistance
of the oppressed classes and «legalizes» the oppression
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exercised by the dominant class. So it is an organ of viclence.
History demonstrates very clearly and- in an irrefuiable
manmer that, for example, the feudal order was nothing
ofher than the domination of the landowning nobility on
the rest.of the society through the monarchy and the church,
it shows that the capitalist order is nothing other than the
domination and exploitation of the proletariat, the peasaniry
and other working masses by the pourgeoisie through «patlia-
mentary democracy-. No matter how much it is trumpeted
that a king is such «by the grace of godr, that’ bourgeois «de-
mocracy- is based on the «freedom, equality and draternity» of
citizens, violence still remains violence. Just as the bourgeoisie
overthrew feudalism and established its power through vio-

" lence, so did it to maintain itself in power and carry out ifs

exploitation of the working class, the peasantry and. the
other working people of town and country. The bourgeois
state is nothing other than the dictatorship of the hourgeocisie,
ihat is, of the minority, over the oppressed classes, the majo-
rity of the society. o _ -

" In Albania, too, the feudal landlords and the bourgeoisie
had created their state in order to exercise through it
their dictatorship over the classes they exploited. The feudal

landlords and the bourgeoisie, instead of defending the

freedom and independence of the country, made commeon
eause with the nazi-fascisb ipvaders in order to crush the
resistance of the people and strengthen thelr power, always
through violence. Tt is still through violence, through the
armed -struggle that the working clags, the most advanced
“class of the country, led by its vanguard — the Party, and
in atliance with the working peasantry and the other working
people of Albania, all united in the National Liberation
Front, drove out the invaders, crushed the feudal landlords
and the bhourgeoisie and established the people’s power, thus
opening for the country the brilliant perspective of a better
future in all fields. If in the past the feudal landlords and
the bourgeoisie, which constituted only a amall minority,
had the right to exercise their dictatorship over the working
masses of town and country why should then the working class,
which together with the peasaniry constitutes the overwhelm-
ing majority of the population, not have the more than
legitimate right to exvercise its dictatorship over its over-
thrown enemies? We do not hide the fact, indeed, we admit
it openly that the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is
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a 'state of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Why? Becau
the 'dictatorship of the -pro]etariatlj; expresses agd d:ggngz
1_;he. Lr_lberests-of all the working people of the country. So
it- is the broadest and most profound democracy human
histery has f—_:ver__known. ‘It is the revisionists and capitalists
that are afraid, and they have good reason for this, of saying
openly that their power is nothing other than a dictatorship
exe'rmlsed over the working people, that is, the overwhelming
majority of the population, Such words as «parliamentary
democracdy~ and «state of the entire people- are only lies.
Hence, the new. Constitution does not conceal its class
character. It proclaims and sanctions very clearly the cha-
racter of the Albanian state as a state of the dictatorship
of the proletariat. At the 7th Congress of the Party, Com-
rade Enver Hoxha points out, «The draft-Constitution is a
vivid reflection of genuine socialist democracy and humanism.
It is a confirmation of the teachings of Marxism-Leninism
that the dictatorship of the proletariat is inseparable from
the broadest, most thorough-going and complete demoeracy
for the working people. Ensuring broad socialist democracy

. constitutes a fundamental condition for the protection and

strengthening of the dictatorship of the proletariat itsell
just as the dictatorship of the proletariat constifutes an
ind.ispensaﬂa]e and decigsive condition for the existence of
genuine democracy for the working people.»

The new Constitution recognizes the Party of Labour-

" of Albania, the vanguard of the working class, as the sole

political leading force of the state and society (Art. 3). And
this reflects the real state of things in Albania. The Party,
v:rhwh organized and led with great determination and far-
sightedness the National Liberation- War, which is day by
day leading the people. from victory to victory, which 18
the brain and soul of all the working masses, the architect
of spcialist Albania, has been and will always be the sole
leading political force of the state and society. This is one of

Jits most legitimate rights.

_ The bourgeois ideologists scream themselves hoarse that
in Albania there is no democracy because there is only one
party and not many parties, as in their countries. We say to
these demagogues that in Albania there are no antagonistic
classes, tl}ere are no exploiters and exploited, there are no
groups with opposing interests within the same class, as is
the case with the capitalist countries. The only existing classes
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are the working class and the cooperativist peasaniry, which
have the same intevests and the same aims, and therefore
have no reason to oppose each other.

The existence of many parties in the capitalist countries ’

does not prove the «democratic character of their regime,

but on the contrary, the existence of many classes and groups

with antagonistic interests. If in some capitalist countries
there is a party of the working class, this is only a result
of the siruggle of the latter to free itself from the yoke of
the bourgeoisie. It-is mot the bourgeoisie which donated: this
right to it. It is the proletariat that has wen it through
fierce struggle. - oo '
The plurality of parties in the capitalist countries does
not prove in the least the democratic character of the regime,
it. only reflects the multiplicity of groups with opposing
interests in the ranks of the bourgeoisie itself. This s even
better understood if we take account of the fact that the
law prevailing in ‘the bourgeois society is the law of the

- jungle. _

In his report to the 7th Congress of the PLA, Comrade
Enver Hoxha pointed out that the new Constitution «ds

permeated through and through by the ideology and funda-.

mental principles of Marxism-Leninism, embodies the teach-
ings and the revolutionary experience of our Party of Labour,
and bears the stamp of the creative thinking of the broad
masses of our people... The new Constitution also serves
as a program of struggle and work for. the future. Its aim
is to give the maximum scope to the development of the
productive forces and the relations of production of a genuine

" gocialist society, o open the road to the revolutionary eman-

cipation and education of our new man, to safeguard and
strengthen the socialist order and the dictatorship . of the

_ proletariat stili better, to create the best possible conditions

for the country on ifs advance towards communism. ... This
document also sanctions the juridical, political, ideological and
economic dispositions to bar the way to revisionism and

" the restoration of capitalism. In this respect aur Constitution

constitutes a valuable creative contribution of the Party of
Labour of Albania to the theory and practice of scientific
socialism.» : _ :

In order to attain its goal — the final triumph of the
socialist road over the capitalist road, and to ‘realize the
complete construction of socialism and communism, the

r
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People’s Soalcialist Republic of Albania is' constanily developing
the revolution, relying on the principle of the class struggle.
Article 5 of the new Constitution says: :

«{5,11 state power in the People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania demvatf_S from and belongs to the working people.

«The working class, the cooperativist peasantry and the
other working people exercise their state power through
the r%)]nesentative organs as well as. directly. '

«The representative organs anr ] k :
and e oo apatta ¢ TE, e the People's Assembly

. «No one <lse apart from the organs e i
in this Constitution, can exercise ‘c}%e so-vzgfgiig iifmtﬁg
people and any of its attributes in the name of the People’s:
Socialist Republic . of Albaniax» .

According to the new Constitution, the representative
organs wield both legislative and executive pofs}fsr. In fl:;lgt,
all the state organs carry out their activity under their
direction and control. Thus, the state organs are responsible
before _t.he representative organs and render account to.themn
for their work, But the representative organs, on their part
have to.render account before the people, and in the last
analysis, it'is the people themselves that govern the country.
’I:he electors have the right to recall their representative at any
time when he has lost their political trust, when he does
not fulfil the tasks he is charged with, or when he acts in
contravention of the laws. {(Art. 8) :

~«Qur socialist democracy has guaranteed the working
peop]e‘ the important right to have their say in the solution
of social and state problems, to exercise control over every-
body and everything, to participate effectively on a broad
fs'cale, in an organized way and in the most various forms
in the administration of the country. The Party considers
this participation and 'its constant extension as the funda-
mental direction of the development of socialist democracy
as a great moiive force to promote the socialist construction
and as one of the most important factors to protect our
stat’e. ax_}d our society against the danger of bourgeois-
revisionist degeneration. This line of the Party has been
fully sanctioned in the new Constitution» (E. Hoxha, Report
to .tlr}?h 7th Congress of the PLA), )
e representative organs are elected by the people
through universal suffrage by equal, direct anc{ secret I';;Ifat.
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A special law regulates the organization and process of
elections. _ :

The new Constitution emphasizes that all the functionar-
ies, not only those elected but also those appointed by the
state, render account before the masses and are under their
direct control. Thus the struggle against the danger of
estrangement of the representative organs from the people.
the struggle against bureaucracy and the tendencies to place
the executive and administrative- organs above the represen-

- tative organs of power, is sanctioned in the: Constitution.

As Ariicte 9 of the Constitution says, the officials serve
the people and render acoount before them. They participate

directly in work in production and are paid salaries in fair

ratio with those of the workers and cooperativists, with
the aim of preventing the creation of a privileged strafum.

Article 10 of the Constitution has great importance
hecause it sanctions the duties of the working class, as the
leading class of the society, the cooperativisi peasanlry, &s.
well as the other working people, who under the leadership
of the Party of Labour of Albania exercise <«direct and

organized control over the activity of state organs, econamic -

and social organizations ard their workers, for the purpose
of defending the victories of the revolution and strengthening
of the socialist order. : : . -

Another article of the Consiitution sanctions the princi-
ple of the development of the political and economic line
through a fair combination of the centralized direction with

the creative initiative of the local organs and the masses :

of the working people, in struggle against liberalism.

" At the Tth Congress of the Party Comrade Enver Hoxha
pointed out, «The building and functioning of the entire
‘socialist state and social mechanisms proceed on the basis of
the principle of democratic centralism, the essence of which
ia the centralized leadership by the working class of the
entire life of the country through its Party and the prolefarian
state, the combination of centralized management with the

creative initiative of the local organs and - the working
masses.» '

on the social organizations, cooperates with them, and creates
conditions for the development of their activily. The social

' organizations unite the masses and broad sirata of the peo- "

Article 13 of the Constitution says that The state relies
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ple, draw them, in an o‘rganizéd way, into the running of
the countt_’y, the socialist construction and the defence of
the couniry, work for their communist education and take

“care of the solution of their individual problems.

The principal social organizations in Albania are: the
Democratic Front of Albania, a broad political organization
which unites in its nanks all the working masses of town and
country; the Trade Unioms, which envelop the workers and
em_ployees; the Albanian Labour Youth Union, which com-
prises all young men and women  from 13 to 26 years of
age; the Women’s Union of Albania which unites in its
ranks the women of town and countryside, both workers
and empleyees, o

A_-rticle 14 of the Constitulion states that «In the con-
struction. of socialism, the People's Socialist Republic of
Albhania relies mainly on its own forces», At the 7th Congress

- of the PLA Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out in this con-
- nection, «Just as the freedom and independence is not dona-

ted, neither are the revolution and socialism imported.
Fhey are the outcome of the resolute revolutionary struggle
of the broad working masses of each country with the working
class - at the head, and under the leadership of the Marxist-
Leniplst Party. The principle of self-reliance does not rule out
the internationalist aid of the proletariat, revolutionaries, and

‘socialist countries. However, the external factor, international-

ist solidarity and aid, is an auxiliary and complementary
element, but not the decisive one, despite its great importan-
cem ' '

«In the. National Liberation War as well as in the con-
struction and defence of socialism, our Party has resolutely
applied the Marxist-Leninist principle of seli-reliance. Preci-
sely for this reason our country successiully dealt with
the nazi-fascist ovoupiers as well as the pressures and block-
ades of the imperialists and revisionists, has built a powerful
and independent economy "and developed a powerful and
reliable defence potential, and a culture and art of a sound
socz'fﬂist content. By undeviatingly pursuing the Marxist-
Leninist course of self-reliance, Albania will attain new, even
greater victories in the complete construction of the socialist
society. : - : :

Article: 15 defines the principles of the foreign policy
of our country. - : : e
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- «In foreign relations the People’s Socialist Republic of

" Albania proceeds from' the principles of Marxism-Leninism-.

and proletarian internationalism, supports the revolutionary
movement of the working class and the struggle of the peoples
for freedom, independence, social progress and socialism and
relies on their solidarity. Lo
“The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is for peace
and good neighbourliness, for relations with all states’ on

the hasis of equality, respect for sovereignty, non-interference -

in internal affairs and mutual benefit.

«The People’s ' Socialist Republic of Albania opposes
any form of aggression, colonial expleitation, tutelage, dictate
and hegemony, national oppression and racial discrimination.
It upholds the principle of ‘self-determination of the peoples,
the  exercise of full national sovereignty and equality of
all countries in international relations.» -

That foreign policy clearly expresses  the nature of the
Albanian state itself — the policy of a genuine socialist eoun-
- try. Socialist Albania supports and will support the revolutionary
movements of the working class and the struggle of the peoples
for their freedom, independence and social progress. Socialist
Albania has been and will. always be for peace between the
peoples and for the establishment. of relations of geod neigh-
. pourliness with the neighbouring countries, for relations with

_all the states on the basis of the principle defined by Article

15 of the Constitution. Our country has alwalys respected |

and will respect in-the future, too, the sovereignty of other

countries; it has never interfered in their internal affairs; =

just as in the past, it will never allow anyone to trample on
its sovereignty and interfere in ifs internal affairs. Socialist
Albania has always energetically qon'demned the acts of
aggression perpeirated by the imperialists and social-impe-
rialists and has asked the international organizations to
pass severe punishment on the aggressors. Socialist Albania
has always been against the policy of expansion, colonization,
hegemony of the two superpowers — the USA and the Soviet
Union, and all the countries whidh follow and pursue that
policy. ' '

Facts have proved exactly what we have said; thanks

to its correct, sure, clear and at the same time energefic,

policy, Albania has won the sympathy of all the peoples of
the world. The authority of socialist Albania in the interna-

S el e - -
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tional arena has remarkably grown, because th '
ren: : | . e greatness of
a country s measured neither in millions of square kilometres
nor in illions of inhabitants, but in the first place in the
ideas ‘which inspire it and which it defends. o

‘The economic order

The economy of the People’s Socialist i -
nia is a socialist economy, which is 1';-.51sedRea:I;:.:r::t bﬁlce Osfogal?gt
ownership crf. t_'he means of produclion. In our countiry there
are In'?ca Expl(}ltlng classes, because private property and the
?ﬁ&d@?n'd man by man have bheen liquidated a,nd are

Socialist property enjoys special protection fr
state, because it constitutes the inviolabléj base of hhirg:)nciéiget
or«';ler, the source of the well-heing of the people and of the
might of the Homeland. This is sanctioned in, Articles 16 and
17 of the Constitution. In Albania there are two kinds
socialist property of the means of production:

— state property -

Z-r tf:ciope:zl"gtiviist 1:[l:».ircrper'ty in agriculture '

icle of e Conglitution says, «State '
belongs to the whole people and is the high'est form OI;I‘:{]_)J(??;E
ist property. The following are property of the state alone:
the ‘land and underground riches, the mines, forests pastures'
waters, natural ENETgy resources, the plants, fa-ctorieé machiné
and t_racfor stations, the banks, the roads of communication
and means of r_a_Ll, water and air itransport, post, telegraph
and telephone offices, radic and TV stations, cinerr;atbgraphy
Any other wealth which is created in the state sector 01:
which the state gains according to law, is also state property.»
- Cooperativist property (Art. -21) belongs to the group of
working people of the countryside, voluntarily united in
the aggxcultunal cooperative for the purpose of increasing
production and. well-being, for the construction. of socialism
in the countryside and throughout the country. The following
are -%)mperty .of the agriculiural cooperatives: buildings
machines, equipment, means of {ransport, tools and irnp]e:
ments, livestock for work or production, fruit trees, agricul-
tural and livestock products, as well as other means hecessary
for their activity. '
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" for the personal use of individual citizens, Land is granted

" supporls the sefiting up and development of higher-type

. ganctions the personal property,

" of fhe state, just as home trade is exercised by the state,

economic and financial companies and other institutions or
ones formed jointly with capitalist, bourgeois or revisionist,
‘monopolies and states, as well as obtaining credits from
them, arc prohibited.» o

That article assumes great importance for safeguarding
the independence of the country and the socialist order.
In his report to the Tth Congress of the PLA, Comrade
FEnver Hoxha says: «This is an extremely important question
of principle. No country whatsoever, big or small, can build
socialism by taking credits and aid from the bourgeoisie
and the revisionists, or by integrating its economy into
the world system of the capitalist econvmy. Any such linking
of the economy of a socialist country with the economy of

Land, which according to Article. 18 of the Constitution
is the exclusive property of the state, «is granted for social
use to the economic enterprises and state institutions, 0
the agricultural cooperatives and social organizations, and

for use free of charge. Agricultural land my be used for
other purposes only with the consent of the respeciive state
organs.» (Art. 19 _ ) o
As always, the state devotes special attention 1o the
development and- strengthening of the agricultural coopera-
tives and their transformation into modern enterprises _-of
large-scale socialist production. Article 22 of the Constitution
‘says explicitly, «Under certain jcircumstances, the btate

cooperatives in which it participates direcily. with invest-
me'rl:ts, especizlly in the main means of productlon. The
transition of the cooperativist property into property of the
entire people is done in conformily with the objective (:c»nrl':-1
ditions, according to the free will of the cooperativists an
with the consent of the state. The state works for the narrow-
ing of distinctions between town and country.» -
" The personal property of citizens is recogm‘z.ed and pro-
tected by the. state. Personal property are: income from .
workk and other lawful sources dwelling-houses and other
objects which serve to meet personal and family _mat?r%al :
and cultural needs; the objects belonging to the coopferatstt
family on the basis- of the clcmstituti? o-i th?,e ag;gcugﬁlircahl
ive ~are ersonal - property. ATUC s
e e personal D efines likewise that it
cannot be used to the detriment of the social interest. On the:
other hand, Ariicle 24 stipulates that when the gengr_al
inferest requires it, certain fixed assels of the~coopera:l‘.1\ns1':
and personal properiy may be converted into state property. |
The criteria of conversion and the method of paymen?; are . .
i law. o S
ﬂxeri’.\gyfar as foreign trade is concerned, if is the monopoly

action of the economic laws of capitalism and the degenera-
tion of the socialist order. This is the road -of beirayal and
the restoration of capitalism, which the revisionist cliques
have pursued and are pursuing.» _
Article 29 of the Constitution defines work as the founda-
tion of the entire economic and social life of the country.
«Work is the main source from which every citizen ensures the
means of livelihood. The state works to narrow the differences
between mental and physical labour, between work in indus-
try and work in agriculture. The state takes care of and adopts
measures for safety at work and the qualification of the
working people ’ .
In regard o remuneration for work, Article 30 sanctions
the application of the socialist principle «from each according
to his ability, to each according to his works. Thus equal pay
is guaranteed for equal work. The same article says that,
to encourage work for maximum results, «the use of
material stimuli is combined correcily with moral stimuli,

mind that the fund of social -consumption is destined to
meet the common needs of citizens. This fund, which is very
importani, «is increased continually in accordance with the
possibilities created by the development of the country’s
economy», In conclusion that article says that the state
exercises control over the amount of work and consumption.
The last article of this chapter, Article 31, states that
«The citizens pay no levies or taxes whatsoever». :

Let us recall here that Albania is the first country in

ich controls all activity in this field. E .
Whlc,grticles 25 and 26 dgfine the attributes of the state for
the organization and development of the econom.ic and social -

life «by a unified general plans- and for the setting up of
the enterprises. Article 28 of the Constitution sanctions,
«<The granting of concessions to and the creation of foreign

"

bourgeois or revisionist countries opens the doors to the -

giving priority to the latter» Likewise, it should be borne in’
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the world where ’r,axes- énd jevies have been abolished. This
is a wvery great victory for the working masses of our

country.

Education, science and culture

While expressing and delending the interests of all the
working people, the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat
has. the task of moulding the new man, carrying out an
extensive ideclogical and cultural activity for the communist

education of the working people, especially the younger

generation (Art. 32). .

That is why the state organizes and runs education,
which is <open to all and free of charges, and built «on the
basis of the Marxist-Leninist world outlook» and «combines

" Jessons with productive work and: phiysical and military

training». At the same time, education «iollows the best
iraditions of the Albanian national and secular school-.

Just like education, the state organizes and directs the

- development of science and technology ‘in close connection

with life and production in the service of the progress of
society and defence of the homeland. At the same time, the
state supports the dissemination of scientific knowledge among
the masses and drawing - them exlensively into scientific
research activity {(Art. 14). Thus it protects the cultural
heritage of the people and cares for the all-round development
of the socialist national culture; it supports the development

" of literature and art according to the method of socialist

realism (Art. 35). as well as the development of physical
culture and sports (Art. 36). g

Finally, Article 37 of the Constitution sanctions the
position of the state in regard to religion: the state recognizes
no religion whatsoever; on the contrary, it supports atheist
propaganda for the purpose of inculcating the scientific

materialist world outlook in people. After the first Constitu-

tion entered in force (1946), which recognized the freedom -

of religion, the Party hes never its scientific propa-
ganda of the materialist world ouilook until the working
masses themselves, and especially the younger generation,
rejected religion, as a mental praciice and attitude which

pravely damages and hinders the progress of the Albanian :
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society. Ten years ago Albania became the first country in the
world which got rid of religion and religious obscurantism,

Chapter Two defines the fundamental rights and duties
of citizens. ' '

According to Article 39, the rights and dutles of citizens
are built on the basis of the reconciliation of the interests of
the individual and the socialist society, giving priority to
the general interest. The rights of . citizens cannot he
exercised in opposition to the socialist order. This bars the
way to privileges and injustices in all fields of life — political, -
economic, cultural and ideological. These great principles can
be proclaimed and applied only in a truly socialist country,
where the dictatorship of the proletariat is in power and
which is based on the principles of Marxism-Lenihism.

‘The last paragraph of that article states that the further
extension and deepening of the rights of citizens are closely
linked with the socialist development of the country. Thus
the increase of production and the lowering of costs -will
bring about the extension of the range of economic rights of
every citizen, with each being able to acquire a greater
amount to goods at lower prices. And this applies to all other
fields — education, military service, culture, etc.

Article 40 salys that sall citizens are equal before the
law, and that no restriction or privilege is recognized over
the rights and duties of citizens on account of sex, race,
pationality, education, social position or material situation.
This reflects the concrete reality in our country, where the
socialist system in its entirety allows mo viclation of these
principles. No matber how much this equality is publicized
in the capitalist and revisionist countries, life proves each
day that there equality is only shameless demagogy. Let
us take into consideration the economic aspect of the problem:
by what right a person can have an enormous income and
live in luxury by exploiting the work of others?

Dealing’ with the Constituiion of the capitalist and
revisionist countries in his speech to the People’s Assembly
{December 1978) Comrade Enver Hoxha has sald: «The
majority of the capitalist countries where the .bourgeoisie
exercises its brutal dictatorship, as well as the Constitutions

. of the countries where the revisionists rule, distinguish

themselves by their democratic phrases; but behind the fine
words and promises of ‘freedom’, ‘equality’, Hustice’, ete
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lurks the violence of the exploiting classes and the ruling
cliques on the working people. ’ _
«The working masses all over the world are fighting

. today, as Lenin has said, not for freedom on paper, but

for real freedom, are fighting to win their democratic
rights and liberties. Each time the masses demand the imple~
mentation of the constitutional norms which are proclaimed
only to deceive them, their attempts are immediately labelled
as activities endangering the political order of the state and
suppressed with fire and steel. This reality confirms the

" eorrect Marxist-Leninist thesis according to which there where

the dictatorship of the proletariat has not yet been established,

or there where it has been abandoned, the working masses
_cannot enjoy irue democratic rights and liberties :

Equality of rights in socialist Albania exists not only
for the citizens of Albanian origin, but for the national
minorities as well. In this respect, Article 42 of the Constitu-
tion needs no comment: «Protection and development of their
people’s culture and traditions, the use of their mother tongue
and teaching of it in school, equal develepment in all’ fields
of social life are guaranteed for national minorities. Any
national privilege and inequality and any act which violates
the rights of national minorities is. contrary to the Constitu-
tion and is punishable by law.s ' :

The citizens of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania
who teach the age of 18 years have the right to elect and
be elected to all the organs of state power. The only persons
excluded from electoral rights are those deprived by decision
of the court and those who are mentally incompetent and
declared as such by the court. ; -

A series of Articles of the Constitution defines the

. other rights of citizens: the right to work, which is guarante-

ed by the state; work is a duty and honour for every able-
bodied citizen; the right to choose and exercise their profes-

- sion according to their capacity and personal inclination, and

in accordance with the needs of the society; the right to rest

after work and paid annual holidays; the right to pension for -
all workers of town and countryside; the right to medical treat- -

ment free of charge; the equality of rights between man and

woman in pay, holidays, social security and education, in’
- all socio-political activities and in the family; the right

of the mother to paid leave prior to and after childbirth,
the same rights and duties for children born out of wedlock
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. ag children born within marriage; the right of all eitizens

to personal property and inheritance; the freedom of scien-
tific work ~and artistic creativeness; author’s rights; the
right to education; the freedom of speech, the press, organiza-
tion, ‘association, assembly and public manifestation; the
right of all citizens to join various organizations which
operate in the political, economic, cultural as well as in other
giclds of the country’s life. However, in this connection,
Article 55 defines that the creation of any type of organiza-
tion of a fascist, anti-democratic, religious, and anti-gsocialist
character is prohibited; fascist, anti-democratic, religious,
war-mongering, and anti-socialist activities and propaganda,
as well as the incitement of national and racial hatred are
prohibited. .

‘In order to-guarantee the rights .of citizens, the state
takes a series of measures and places specifie institutions
and facilities at their disposal. To this end, rest homes, louses
of culture, health institutions, maternity homes, créches and
kindergartens and other centres of this kind are created
for and are put in the service of the working people.

In the field of pensions and social insurance, the state
takes under special care the invalids of the MNational Libéra-
tion War and the struggle in defence of the Homeland and the
invalids from work, and creates the conditions for their
rehabilitatiori. The young children of those fallen in defence
of the country and in the socialist construction are under
care of the state.

On the guestion of the family, which is the cell of the
society, Article 49 says, «Marriage and the family are under
the care and protection of the state and society. Marriage is
contracted before competent stabe organs. The parents are
vesponsible for the upbringing and communist education of
the children. The children are duty bound to care for parents
who are disabled and lack the necessary means of livelihood.
Children born out of wedlock have the same rights and
duties as children born within the marriage. The children

- bereaved of their parents and without support are brought

up and educated by the state :
Tn order to guarantee a sufficient education of the

| younger generation, «Fight-grade education is universal and

compulsory. The state aims at raising the level of compulsory
education for everybody» This means - that the state is
Bound to take the necessary measures to make in the future
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_the right to demand compensation from the state or its

- ecommunication (Art. 56, 57, 58).

the complete cycle of the general secondary education com~
pulsory for all, which will mark an important ‘step forward in
this direction, greatly facilitate the consiruction of - socialism
and place Albania among the advanced countries of the world
in the field of education, ' '

" We have mentioned above the freedom of speech, the
press, organization, ete which is recognized to the citizens of
the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, but ithe fact of
recognizing a freedom is not sufficient in itself. Qur socialist.
state - guarantees the implementation of these freedoms, it
creates the necessary conditions for this purpose and makes
the necessary material means available. Thus, the people’s
press in socialist Albania is not the monopoly of a group of.
people. Everybody may express his opinions, criticize any=
body, make proposals “in newspapers, wall-posters,. at
meetings, ete. Article 59 states that. the citizens have the
right to make requests, complaints, remarks and proposals .
to the competent organs over personal, social and state affairs
according to the conditions defined by law. Cifizens have

L ] ¥

Part Two of the Constitution is made up of six chapters,
namely the Supreme Organs of the State Power, the Supreme
Organs of the State Administration, the Defence of the Coun-
try and the Armed;Forces, the Local Organs of the State
Power and the State Administration, the People’s Courts and
the Attorney General's Office. ;

The People’s Assembly of the People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania

The People’s Assembly is the supreme organ of state
power in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania. It is the
bearer of the sovereignity of the people and the state and
the sole law-making organ.

The People’s Asserbly has the following main competen- .
ces! it defines, in conformity with the gemeral line and the
orientations of the Party of Labour of Albania, the main di-
rections of the internal and external policies of the state; it
approves and amends the Constitution and the laws, decides
on the conformity of the laws with the Constitution, and
interprets the laws; it approves the plan for the economic
{md cqltu_r_al development of the countiry and the state budget;
it proclaims partial and general mobilization, the state of
emergency, as well as the state of war in case of armed ag-
gression .ag.s.umj,t the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania,
or when this is necessary to fulfil the obligations detiving
frm:n international treaties; it ratifies and denounces inter-
na‘c{onal treaties of special importance; it grants amnesty; it
dgcldes on popular referendums; it elects, appoints, and dis-
misses the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, the Council of
Ministers, the Supreme Court, the Attorney General and his
deputies (these organs are responsible before the People’s As-
sembly _and render- account to it); it defines the administrative
terrltc_mal structure; it decides on the creation and dissolving
of ministries (Art. 67). | o |

The People’s Assembly is comprised of 250 deputies who
are elected in constituencies with an equal number of inha-

officials for the damage caused by the illegal activities of the
state organs and its employees in the exercise of their duty.

The state guarantees the inviolability of the person, the
home and secrecy of correspondence and other means of

On their part, the citizens are obliged to respect and im-
plemeént the Constitution and other laws. The preservation
and strengthening of the socialist order and the implementa-
tion of the rules of socialist co-existence are a duty for all
the citizens, On the other hand, the citizens have the duty
to protect and strengthen socialist property, Violation of
socialist property constitutes a grave crime, The defence
of the socialist Homeland is the supreme duty and the greatest M
honour for all citizens. Betrayal of the Homeland is the most M
serioug crime. Military service and the constant training for the 3
defence of the socialist Homeland are duties for all the citizens.

Ariicle 65, the last article of this chapter, deals with
the right of sanctuary of foreign citizens. It reads, «The right
of sanctuary in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is
granted to foreign citizens who are persecuted on account of
their activity in favour of the revolution and gocialism, of
democracy and national liberation, or the progress of gcience
and cultures : .
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bitants. The deputies come from all walks of life — workers,
cooperativist peasants, inteilectuals, state functionaries, cadres
of the army, etc. : )
We meniioned that the People’s Assembly is elected for
a term of four years, but according to Article 68 of the Consti~
tution, in case of war or in similar state of emergency, the
People’s Assembly may continue its activity beyond the nor-
" mal term as long as the state. of emergency coniinues, .In
special instances, the People’s Assembly may decide its dis-
solution before the completion of the term for which it has
been elected. :
" The People’s
which leads ils meetings according to
by it. T . ,
Y The People’s Assembly meets in normal session twice per
year by decree of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly,
or it may be summoned in extraordinary sessions by decree
- of the Presidium of the People’s Asgembly or at the request
of one-third of the deputics. The meetings of the People’s
Assembly open when the majority of the deputies are pre-
gent (Art. T0). :
Besides the commission for the examination of the man-
dates elected at the first session of the People’s Assembly and

Aséem'b]kr clects its Presidential Council,
the rules approved

" charged with verifying the validity of the mandates of de-

puties, the People’s Assembly elects from its ranks permanent
and temporary commissions, The permatient ¢commissions have
the duty to examine the bills and decrees of a normative
character of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, to
observe and control the activity of the state organs according
to their respective sectors and bo present problems fo the
‘People’s Assembly or the Presidium of the People’s Assernbly.
The temporary commissions are created for special questions.
“‘The duties and rights of the deputies te the People’s As-
sembly are defined in Article 72 of the Constitution.

Tt is the duty of the deputy to the People’s Assembly te

cerve the interests of the people and the cause of the Home- .4

land and socialism conscientiously and loyaily, to maintain
. close contact with his electors, amd render account to thent.
The deputy to the People’s Assernbly has the right to demand

explanations from all the state organs and to intervene with 1
them for the precise implementation of the Constitution and
the laws. The state organs are obliged to examine the requests 4
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and proposals by the deputies an ' {thi
e P s 03;8 . P and to reply to them within

The deputy to the People’s Assembly enjoys immunit
{Art. 73). Ihe deputy cannot be detained,yarr-elst%d, or suffé;
penal _punlshment without the approval of the People’s As-
5e_;nbly, or its Presidium, apart from cases in which a grave
crime has obviously been committed. '
o _Acc_ord}nug to Article 74 of the Constitution, the right to
initiate legislation helongs to the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, 1o the Council of Ministers, ‘and the . deputies.

The laws and acts of the People’s Assembly arve considered
approved  when the majority of the deputies present have
voted for. theim. The taws are proclaimed no later than 15 days
after their approval and enter into force 15 days after their
proclamation in the Official Gazette, apart from occasions
when they themselves envisage otherwise. '

Principel Competences of the Presidium of the People’s
. Asgembly

" The Presidium of the People’s Assembly is elected from
the _r.anks pf the People’s Assembly at its firsf&t Sesslon anao'it
‘continues its activity till the election of a new Presidium of
the Peoples’ Assembly. It is a superior organ of state power
w1th permanent activity. It is comprised of the president
3 wce—fppe.s_ldents, the secretary and 10 members. Decisions of
the Presidium of the People’s Assembly are taken on a major-
ity of votes when a majority of its members is pi‘esent.

. thArtlljcle 77 of the Constitution states that the Presidium -
i G- ' i \
?e nce:: eopie’s Assefnbly has these main permanent compe-
It convenes the sessions of the People’s ;i

sets tlie date of elections to the People’s E:ﬁssemﬁ;en;;ug’thg
people’s councils; it awards decorations and titles of honour;
it accords or revokes Albanian citizenship and accepts the
renunciation af it; it exercises the rights of pardon; it defines
the _temtor_lal-admini.strative divisions; it enters into interna-
tlonal_ treaties and ratifies and denounces those which are not
examined by the People’s Assembly itself; it accepts the
credel}mals_ and the letters of recall of the diplomatic repre-
sentatives of foreign states; it proclaims the laws and referen-
dums decided by the People’s Assembly.
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According to Article 78 of the Constitution, belween ses- @
sions of the People’s Assembly, the Presidinm of the People’s

Assembly exercises these competences: -

Tt controls the implementation of the laws and decisions
of the People’s Assembly; it controls the Council of Ministers,
the Supreme Court, the Attorney General and an'y oth;er sjate
organ, and summons them to report; it appoints or dlE:l'I{iSSES
the vice-chairmen of the Council of Ministers or individual
ministers on the proposal of the Chairman of the Council
of Ministers: it appoints or dismisses individual members or
the viee-presidents of the Supreme Court and the deputies
of the Attorney General. In each case the decrees for the1’r
appointment or dismissal must be approved by the People’s
Assembly; it issues decrees and decisions; the decrees of a

normative character are presented for approval te the People’s k:

Assembly at its next session; it makes interpretations of laws

and presents them- for approval to the People’s Assembly

at its next session; when the convening .of the People’s As=

sembly is impossible, it proclaims partial or general mobiliza-

tion, the state of emergency .as well as the state of war in

case of armed aggression against the People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania or when this is mecessary fo fulfil the

obligatiens deriving from international treaties. In time of
war, in case the convening of the People’s Assembly is impos-

sible, the Presidium of the People’s Assembly exercises all the,

competences of the lattér apart from changes in the Constitu-
tion.

People’s Assémbly divects and controls the activity of the

. people’s councils; it may disband them, appoint their respective §

temporary executive committees as well as decide on the

election of a new people’s council. The Presidium of the ‘%
People’s Assembly abrogates the unlawful or irregular acts &
of the Council of Ministers, of the people’s councils and of 3

the execuiive committees.

The Council of Menisters of the People’s Sociahist Republic of

Albania

The Council of Ministers is the supreme executive and
administrative organ appointed at the .firs-t' session of the &
People’s Assembly; it comprises the Chairman, the Vice-chair- g

Finally, according to Article 79 ihe Presidium of the _."
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men ‘and the Ministers. As a rule the members of the Council
of Ministers are appoinled from among the ranks of the de-
puties to the People’s Assembly. The decisions of the Council
of -Ministers are token on the majority of voles -when the
majority of its members is present.- .

The main competences of the Council of Ministers

According to Article 81 of the Constitution it directs the
activity for the realization of the internal and external policies
of the state; promulgates decisions, ordinances and instruct-
ions on the basis of the Constitution and the laws and for
their implementation; it directs and controls the activity of
the ministries, other central organs of state administration,
and the executive committees of the people’s couricils, and
defines their internal organization; it works out the draft-
plan for the economic and cultural development of the coun-
try, the draft-budget of the state, organizes and controls the
implementation of the plan and the budget, directs and
organizes the finances of the state and the monetary and
credit system; it directs the activity for the fulfilment of
duties in the field of defence of the country in conformity
with ‘the decisions of the Defence Council; it takes the neces-
sary measures for the security, protection and strengthening
of the socialist juridical onder and the rights of citizens; it
enters into and approves international agreements and dencun-
ces those not subject o ratification.-

According to Article 82 of the Constitution, the Couneil -
of Ministers abrogates the unlawful or irregular acts of the
ministries and other central organs of the state administration
and of the executive committees of the people’s councils, The
Council of Ministers suspends the implementation of unlawful
or irregular decisions of the people’s council, and presents the
question of their abrogation to the higher people’s council,
or to the Presidium of the People’s Assembly.

. The Presidium of the Council of Ministers, which is
comprised of the Chairman and the Vice-chairmen, supervises,
confrols and takes decisions on the implementation of tasks
set by the Council of Ministers, The Chairman of the Council
of Ministers represents the Council of Ministers, presides over
its meetings and. directs its activity.
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According to Articles 84, 85 and 86 oi the Constitution,
the ministries are central organs of the state administration
specialized in particular branches of activity, and directed by
members of the Council of Ministers. _ . .

The ministers are responsible for the activity of their
respective ministries and of .the Council of Ministers, the'y

" direct and control the organs, enterprises, insfitutions and .

economic organizations of their sector. On matters within

. their competences, the ministers igsue orders, rules and ins-’

tructions according to the laws, ordinances and decisions of
the Council of Ministers, and for their implementation.

The ministries abrogate the unlawful or irregular ordinan-
ces and instructions of the organs, enterprises or institutions

- dependent on them and suspend the application of the unlaw-

#ul or irregular decisions of the executive committees of the
people’s councils, which have to do with their respective
sphere of activity, tepresenting the question of their abroga-

" tion to the Coumcil of Ministers.

*

The defence of the country and the armed forces

Civen their great importance, these questions have been

dealt with in a special chapter (Chapter Three), The watchword - -
_ of the Party is «The defence of the country is the duty above

‘all duties». The socialist state has undertaken the tasks of
safeguarding the victories of the people’s revolution and the
socialist construction, of defending the freedom, national in-
dependence and territorial integrity of the couniry. «The per-
ritory of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania,~ Article

| 87 states, «is inalienable and its borders are inviolable.

According to Article 88 of the Constitution, «The defence

of the Homeland and of the victories of socialism is ensured
by the armed people, organized in.the armed forces, which

comprise the People’s Army, the forces of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and the People’s Voluntary Self-defence
Forces. The People's Army, as the main force for the defence
of the Homeland, is the army of the people and serves the

!
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people. The armed forces are Jed by the Party of Labour of
Albanias -

In the People’s Socialist Republie of Albania, the Defence
Council is created to direct, organize and mobilize all the
forces and resources of the country in defence of the Home-
land. The First Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Party of Labour of Albania is the Commander-in-chief of the
Armed Forees and the Chairman of the Defence Council. The
composition of the Defence Council is defined by the FPre-
cidium of the People’s Assembly on the proposal of the

- Chairman of the Defence Council (Art. 89).

Article 90 sanctions, «No one ha¢ the right to sign or
aceept in the name of the People’s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania the capitulaiion or occupation of the country. Any
such act is condemned as treason to the country», This article
assumes capital importance, An eventual war for the defence
of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania will be carried
out through to the end — the total liguidation of the encmy.

At the 7th Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania,
Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out, «Our people always
regard the defence of freedom and national sovereignly as
the duty above all duties. Therefore, the Party and the peo-
ple’s power have adopted a series of very important measures
of a political, ideological;, military and other character which
have also been sanctioned in the draft-Constitution for the
organization of a reliable and impregnable defence, capable
of guaranteeing the socialist victories and coping with-any
enemy aggression, no matter where it comes from. The Consti-
tution also sanctions the great Marxist-Leninist principle that
the defence of the Homeland and the gains of socialism are
guaranteed by the armed people organized in the armed
forces. ‘ ' - :

It is absolutely possible to ensure the national sovereignty
and political and economic independence and to guarantee .the
defence of the country, because in Albania the people are
in power, sovereignty belongs enfirely to the working people
and is exercised by them alone, because the dictatorship of
the proletariat led by the Party. of Labour is in power here»

Finally, in connection with Article 91, which states that

«The establishment of foreign military bases. and the sta-- -

tioning of foreign troops in the territory of the People’s So-
cialist Republic of Alpania isprohibited, Comrade Enver Hoxha
has pointed out that «this principle is of vital importance for
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Albén:ié, as it clearly and unequivocally expresses the deter-

mination of the Albanian people and their sovereign right %o -

i ; . fihe i thi itutional
defend their Homeland. At the same time, this constit )
norm expresses the principled and frlencﬂy mbe_rnatwnallst
foreign policy of socialist Albania, so that its territory never

 be used a¢ a base for aggression against the other countﬁes

and peoples. : . _ '
ghagter Four of the Constitution -sa:nphong the local or-
gans of the state power and state administration.

The people’s councils

The Peolﬁle’s Councils are organs of the state power which

~ carty out the governing of the country in the respective ter-

itorial administrative units. The people’s councils dwecj;, W}th
ﬁ)tg broad participation of the working masses, all social life
in the political, economic, socio-cultural fields, the .de.fe:'nce
of the country and the protection of the socialist juridical
order, reconciling the local interests with the general state

_interests. The people’s councils are elected for a term of

three years {Art. 92).

The competences of the people’s council

The - le’s council adopts the local plan and budget;
from its Eneg%bers it elecis the executive commibice and _the
commissions of the council and discharges them, it appoints
and discharges the chiefs of the sections of the executw:e
commitiee; it directs and controlsthe activity of the people’s
councils at lower levels, and issues ordinances and decisions
within. its competences (Art. 92 and 93). ,
" Just like the other organs, the meetings of th_Le people’s
councit ‘open when the majority of its members is present.

The decisions of the people’s council are taken on the majc_sr- ‘-

ity of votes of its members present.
A higher people’s council may dissolve a lower l.evel
people's council, appoints the provisional execufive commitiee

and decides on the elections for a new people’s council. A ::--f-i;
higher people’s council may dismiss the executive committee
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of @& lower level people’s council and order a new electio
of the executive committee, :
The people’s council abrogates the unlawful or irregular
acts of iis executive committee, of the lower level people's
council and the respective executive committee.

' The rights and duties of the members of the people’s
couneil '

"It is the duty of the members of th-é people’s councils to
serve the people conscientiously and loyally, to maintain close

_ ties with the electors and render account o them. They have

the right to control the state organs, enterprises, institutions
and agricultural cooperatives and demand from them the
precise implementation of the socialist law. _

On their part, the respective state organs are obliged to
examine the remarks of the members of the people’s councils

" and take the necessary measures. .

‘The members of the people’s councils enjoy immunity
within the territorial unit under the . administration of the
people’s council. They cannot be detained, arrested or sub-
jected to penal prosecution without the . consent of the
people’s council or theé executive committee except in cases
when a grave crime has obviously been committeed. a

The competences of the executive commitiee

. The executive committee is the executive and administra-
tive organ of the people’s council. The executive committee
continues its activity even after the expiration of the mandate -
of the people’s council which has elected it, until the first
meeting of the new people’s council.

Between sessions of the people’s council, the executive
commitee exercises -the rights and duties of the people’s
council, with the exception of those which, by law, come
within the competence of the people’s council alone. .

The executive commitiee renders account to the people’s
council which has elected it and the next higher administrative
executive organ. The executive committee of a higher peoplé’s
council abrogates the unlawiul and irregular acts of a lower
leve]l executive committee and suspends those of the lower

B~ 11T A




F————_—.

1320 - ) DORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

level people’s council, presenting the p{u(;eigq_ng g)f their abroga-
ion jo the competent people’s council (Art. \ ‘

" Finally, the specialized organs createt’l under ’Ehe_executlve
committee are dependent on the people’s council, ibs ‘ez_-ze%cu:
tive committee, and the higher organs of the state administra

_ tion, they render account to them and 10 ‘the masses of the

working people (Art. 100).

The people’s courts

ding i . ive), the people’s
rding to Article 101 {(Chapter _Fn_re),
cwric g::x)'e -thgé organs which administer justice. They. protect
the socialist juridical order, fight for the prevention of crimes,

educate the masses of working people to respect and imple-

socialist - relyi i ive participation.

t the socialist laws, relying on tl}exr‘actl_ve partl
meI.iAt the head of the organs of justice 18 the Supren:e
Court which directs and controls the activity of the courts.

The Supreme Court is elected at the first session of the

People’s Assembly. The other people’s courts are elected by

" the people according to the method defined by law. -

Court organization and trial procedure are defined by.

aw | ituti i the courts
cJe 102 of the Constitution has it that ot
judgeArgg;al and civil cases and othelfr cases which are within
their competences according to the law. A
1melrJut:l-gefl:‘-rﬁznt is done with the participation of ass1st.anrii
judges and in public sittings, with thf, e:l;ceptmn of cases ©
ich it has been decided otherwise Dy law.
v iDulring the drial the Albanian language 13 used. Personc:-:i
who do not kriow Albanian may use their own language an
peak through an interpreter. - .
> The accused enjoy the right of defenpe. : the
Finally, Article 103 of the Constitution states mt he
court is independent in its judgement of a case, it takes ]:ts
decision on the basis of the law alone, and it pronounces 1
ict in the name of the people. : _
verd']ff’iemverdict may be annulled or amgnded only by .the
cornpetent higher _cqurt. o ' :
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The Attorney Generals Office

Chapter Six and last of Part Two of the Constitution
deals with the Attorney General’s Office.

. The duty of the Atlorney General’s Office is to control
the precise and uniform implementation of the laws by the
ministries and other central and lecal organs, by the courts,
the organ of investigaiion, enterprises, ingtitutions, organiza-
tions, officials and citizens. : : S

‘The Aftorney General's Office has the right to protest
against every illegal act and to demand from the respective
organs iis abrogation or amendment. The request of the At-
torney General must be examined within the period defined
by law, otherwise the implementation of the act is suspended-
(Art. 104). . o ' L o

The Atforney General puts before the People’s Assembly
and before the Presidium of the People’s Assembly cages in
which the laws and decrees are not in conformity with the
Constitution, and it also puts before the Council of Ministers
cases in which its decisions and instructions do not conform
with the law (Art. 105). .

The Attorney General and his assistants are appointed by
the People’s Assembdy at its first session. :

'The attorneys are appointed by the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly. - _ :

Part Three of the Constitution includes two chapters, the
first comprised of 3 articles (107, 108, 109), dealing with the
national emblem, the flag, the capital city, which remain
unchanged. S _

The second chapter under the title «Final Dispositionss,
comprises the last three articles (110, 111, 112), which have
particular importance. . They. read;: | o '

«The Constitution js the fundamental law of the state.

«All activity for the creation of juridical norms is con-
ducted on the basis of the Constitution and in complete con-
formity with it : (Art. 110). _ '

«Proposals for amendments to the Constitution can be
presented by the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, the
Council of Ministers or by two-fifths of the total. _

«Approval of or amendments to the Constitution are -
done by the People’s Assembly. by .a majority of two-thinds .
of -all the deputies» (Art, 111}, -~ . - .. o
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* L

The_unanimous. approval ‘of the new Constitution by the

People’s Assembly on December 28, 1976, was received with .

_ t enthusiasm by the entire Albanian. people. December
© a8, 1976 will always remain for them a historical dabe, re-
presentiing a fundamental stage in the struggle of the working
class, the cooperativist peasaniry and the people’s intelligent-
sia, of the entire Albanian people, for building 2 better life,
worthly of man in the true meaning of the word, for creating
a genuinely socialist state where the workers are effectively
the masters of their own country and destiny, a new society
without exploiters and exploited, made up of new men living
and working «one for all and all for one» in a spirit of fraternal
solidarity, inspired by ‘the noblest ideals of mankind and
marching hon-stop fowards this
dream of all men — the communist society. Conscious of the
fact that the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is a
country which enjoys the sympathy and support of all the
revolutionaries and progressive people in the world, but which
_ at the same time arouses the hatred of American imperialism,
Soviet social-imperialism and all the other reactionaries, the

Albanian people, with 1its working class at the head, under

the wise and resolute leadership of the Party of Labour of
Albania, have been charged with the historic task of making

_socialist Albania a brilliant example for the future of man- -

kind, and an impregnable fortress for all the sworn enemies
of our country and of all the peoples of the world.

Nothing better than the statement of a group of veterans
of the National Liberation War can .illustrate the determina-
tion of our people to defend their achievements and their
Homeland. :

«Even if we were a hundred years old, if the Party
issues its call, we will rise to our feet, making light of the

weight of the years, our bodies straight up like the rifie, and 7

arm in hand, will defend our couniry.» . -
In his reports to the 5th Qession of the 8th Legislature
of the People’s Assembly on behalf of the Special Editing
Commission of the drafi-Constitution of the PSR of Albania,
Comrade Enver Hoxha has said, «Our socialist regime is the

society which is the -
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regime of the working class, it is its dictatorship, whose 2
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social base rests on the indissoluble alliance of the workin,
class with the cooperativist peasantry, it is a regime of gen,u-ing
demacracy. Under this regime, the people have taken their
destiny in their hands and govern the country. Our new
Constitution reflects, develops and defends these great ideas.
The great strength of our people rests on the fact that
they are imbued with these ideas and carry them out. These
correct and mesolute ideas and actions underlie the correct
policy of the Albanian state in the international arena; which
the progressive peoples and nations understand and respect.
-If they pay tribute to our policy and respect it, this is because
it s characterized by goodwill towards other states and the
desire to }'na_intain with. them good relations, based on the
known p.rmc_w_pleg -of equality, respect of state sovereignty
and territorial integrity, non-interference in the internal
gffalrg of one another and mutual benefit. We go against the
imperialist and revisionist current. One current is that of the
revolution and the destruction of the capitalist order, which
w11_1 be rep]acefi by socialisin and communism, the classless
society. This society is the future of mankind and it will be built
only .thro}ngh_ the class struggle, by bloodshed and sacrifices
But it will be built. Imperialism and social-imperialism are
in de:cay. Socialism will triumph, the world and mankind will
get rid of this plague~ ' ‘ o

The Albanian people, led by the PLA with Comrade.
Enver Hoxha at the head, find in the clearly expressed articles
of the Constitution of the PSR of Albania fresh inspiration for
ever greater victories, to make Albania ever stronger and more
prosperous, to defend socialism and the Homeland from 'all
dangers, wherever they may come from.




Chaptér three

THE MASS ORGANIZATIONS |

The Democratic"Fr:'ont of Albania

. The Democratic Front is the direct continuation of the
National Liberation Front crested at the Conference of
Peza on September 16, 1942. At this conference, where
besides the communists, patriots and nationalists of dif-
farent political trends also took part, the problem of uniting

and organizing ‘the Albanian people in the struggle against -

the fascist invaders was raised and discussed, The National
Liberation Front was one of the forms through which this
union was Trealized. _ _ _ :
" The National Liberation Front was the united front
of the entire people against the -external enemy that had
occupied the eountry. Its line was the union of all true Alba-
nians without discrimination as fo_class, political econviction,
religion or region, the union of ali the patriotic and demo-
cratic forces of the country, of all those who were ready to
fight the fascist occupier and the local traitors for a Iree,
independent, democratic and people’s Albania. This was 2
correct orientation . which responded to the then situation
of the country, where internal class contradictions had passed
to second place, being subordinate to the external contradic-
tions between the Albanian people who were fighting for
freedom, independence and national sovereignty, on the one
hand, and the Ifalian invaders who had enslaved the
counfry, on the other hand. . ' ' _
Implementing this line, the Front rallied around itself

THE MASS ORGANIZATIONS . ' 135

_the overwhelming majority of the population — the working

dass, the poor and middle peasantry, the petty- and middle
bourgeoisie of the towns, the patriotic intellectuals and all the
other anti-fascist elements. The alliance of the working class
with the peasantry was at the foundation of the Front. This
alliance is of vital importance for any country that rises
in struggle and revolution, it constitutes the supreme principle
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. However, in the con-
ditions of Albania, where the working class was small in
number and where the peasantry constituted the overwhelm-
ing majority of the population, the participation of the latter
in the struggle, under the leadership of working class and its
revolutionary party, was a decisive factor for the fate of
the struggle and the revolution. The couniryside became
fhe main base of the struggle for freedom and the peasantry
represented the most important of the forces engaged in
this struggle. '

" As for the foreign policy of the National Liberation
Front, it was based essentially on the alliance with all the
anti-fascist states and all the peoples fighting against fascism, -
in- particular, on the alliance with the Sowiet Union, which
with its wise policy and heroie war under the masterful
leadership of Stalin embodied the hopes of the peoples to
pet rid of the fascist plague, which menaced them with
extermination, - ' .

In fact, the program of the National Liberation Front
was the minimum program of the Party. It was a clear,
understandable, militant and revolutionary program. The
principal tasks of this program were: incessant uncompromis=
ing struggle against the invaders and traitors for the libera~
tion of the country, for freedom and national imdependence,
for a democratic people’s government; the general armed
aprising and creation of the National Liberation Army,
organization  of political and economic assistance for the
people’s struggle, an assistance which had to be secured, in
the finst place, from the popular masses of town and country-
side: destruction of -the power of the occupiers and their
eollaborators (which represented the interests of the principal
exploiting classes of the country); setting up of the power of
the mational liberation councils as the sole political power
of the people; finally, broad politicat and ideological prepara-
tion of the masses for the general people’s uprising and for
the continuation of the siruggle after the lberation of the
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country in defence of the victories achieved, for the recons-

truction of the country and the implementation of major .

socio-economic transformations in the interest of the people.

The founding of the National Liberation ¥Front was a
mortal blow at the occupiers and local reaction in -general
which had made common cause with. them. To cope with
this situation, the forces of reaciion created, first, the orga-
nization of Balli Kombétar, then that of Legaliteti, which
directly opposed the National Liberation Front. These iwo

ofganizations, set up with the backing of the Italian and

German occupiers and the support and encouragement of the
Anglo-American imperialists, were not political parlies, but
heterogenous groupings of the local reactionary forces, of
big landowners and merchants, bourgeois intellectuals, mem-

bers of the reactionary clergy and all the dregs of the society

that had made common cause with the occupier.

Adhering to the correct line of uniting all the All_:vargian
people in the struggle  against fascism, «without discrimina-
tion as to religion, region or political conviction», the Front
called more than once on- the forces that had come out
against itself to fight the invaders together, it did everything
to show them the right course, to make them abandon their
road of treason and prevent a civil war. The touchstone
{0 assess the real orientation of these groupings would be
their stand towards the enemy that had occupied the couniry.
The Front demanded from these organizations to launch
themselves in sirength and without delay, without waiting
for the «opportune moment-, into stern and uncompromising
struggle against the Italian and German invaders. Consistent
in their course of betrayal, the Balli Kombétar and Lega-
Hieti not only did not fire a single shot against the inyaders,
but on the conirary united completely with them in the
struggle against the people. Thus, the struggle against the
fascist occupiers in Albania, the struggle for national libera-

tion, was combined with the struggle against the collaborators -

of the occupiers, the principal exploiting classes and: thei’r
political -organizations -— the Balli Kombétar and Legali-
teti. That had important political repercussions for the
development of the National Liberation War of the Albanian
people and gave this war the characler of a thorough-going
people’s revolution. : ' _ :

T Likewise, after Liberation, all the attempts of the land-

owners and bourgeois elements, abetted and supported by the s
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American and British dimperialists, to create reactionary
political parties, as a means for the overthrow of the people’s
power, were turned to ashes.

The Party of Labour of Albania has expressed and
defended mot only the interests of the working class but
also those of the labouring peasaniry, and the entire Albanian
people united in the Democratic Front, always viewing these
interests from the angle of socialism, The historical fact that

in Albania there wete no other political parties apart from

the Party of -Labour of Albania, was in itself a very favour-
able phenomenon for the working class, for the people, the

revolution and socialism, This enabled the Party to fulfil its

mission of the leader of the revelution in all its stages, better
and more easily, . : '

' ‘The Front has heen and remains the broadest support base -
of the Party and the people’s state power. It embodies the -

moral and political unity of the people round the Party.
The alliance of the working class with the labouring peasantry
under the leadership of the working class has underlied the
revolution in all its stages. The labouring peasantry has
constituted its broadest base. The Party of Labour of Albania
has alwaye been the sole leading force of the Front and
the sole political party in the country. '

In all its stages, the Democratic Front has been a power-
ful weapon in the hands of the Party of Labour of Albania
for the political union of the broad masses of the people
round itgelf, for their mobilization at war and work to
achieve victory. - _ g .

Through the Democratic Front, the Party has succeeded
in uniting the classes, strata as well as isolated groups and
elements, which have become the allies of the working class
in all the stages of the revolution, in a broad political orga-~
nization. Through the Democratic Front, the proletarian policy
of the Party has been able to exercise its influence on each
of these allies, especially those not comprised in the ranks
of the other mass organization. _ :

The . Democratic Front is the largest mass organization
parficipating in the system of the dictatorship of the proleta~
riat. This system also comprises all the other mass organiza-
tions, such as the Trade Unions, the Albanian, Labour Youth
Union and the Women’s Union of Albania. These organizations,
dealing with the particular problems of -workers, youth and
women, carty oui their political, educational and organiza-
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tional work according to their own specific character. All these
mass organizations carTy out their activity in close connection
with each other, but none of them can supplant the functions
of the other. Each organization has its own specific character
and role in the construction of socialism. If the other organiza-
tions deal with definite sirata of the population, the Democra=
‘tic Front is the organization in which the political union of

the entire people is realized. While militating in their respect- -

fve organizations, the members of the other grganizations
are at the same time members of the Democrat:!c‘lg‘ront and
take am active part in all the debates ar}d activities of 1is
- organizations. The unity of the people in the Den}ocratlc
Front is a unity of classes, strata ~and persons which are
not divided by antagonistic coniradictions, but on the contrary
are united by eommon interesis and aims over one or _several
historical périods. This unity has been created and strengthen-
"od in the struggle for freedom and national independence,
in uncompromising struggle against internal and external

" plass enemies.

: The economic and social base of this union today is tpe
social property of the means of production, - the socialist
relations of production established in town and countryside;
its political base is the general line of the party for the cons-
gruction of socialism and the defence of the counyry;"lts
ideclogical base is Marxism-Leninism which guides and inspires
all the life in Albania. ' :

The unity of the people round the Democratic Front

represents an. unsurmountable wall against which all the
internal and external enemies of our socialist country have

“broken their heads. :

Since the establishment of ‘the people’s power the De-
mocratic Front has played and continues to play a major role
in the mobilization of the masses for the construction of
socialism, as well as in their patriotic and communist educa-
- tiom. : C o .

The defence of the Homeland has always been and
rémains a duty of capital importance for the Democratic
Tront. It carries out systematic work of ideological and
political education to inculcate in the masses ever deeper the

i
s
i
S
'?\

love for the Homeland and the devotion to the counfry, to -~

keep always alive and further dévelop the patriotic and
revolutionary traditions of our forefathers from the legendary

epoch of our National Hero -— Gjergi Kastrioti—-Skanderbeg, |
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the even greater epic. — the heroic National Liberation War,
to the just as glorious days of the socialist construction -
of the country. Each organization of the Democratic Front in
town or countryside is a centre of the patriotic education
of the masses for increasing prosperity and strengthening the
defence of the Homeland, for deepening the haired against
the class enemy, ' -

Tike all the other mass organizations, the Democratic
Front has played 2 major role and carried out all-round
work for the incessant strengthening of the people’s power. It
has educated the working masses of town and couniryside
in the spirit of love for and devotion to the people’s state
power, has mobilized them to implement its 'decisions and
laws, has drawn them more and more into participating in
state and social activity. . _

The Demaocratic Front has played and still pldys an
important role in the struggle against bureaucracy for ihe
further strengthening and demeocratization of the people’s
power. It has, on the one hand, organized and encouraged
the control of the masses over the state organs and the
persons working there, and on the other hand, it has carried

.out all-round 'political and ideological educational work so
that the functionaries and employees, the representatives of

the people to the sfate organs of all levels, are constantly
aware of being the servants of the people. -

The organizations of the Democratic Front carry out all-
round work to draw the masses into studying and solving
major problems of the people’s pewer, to raise the conscious-
ness of the masses and ensure their active participation in

governing the country.

In the context of the struggle against bureaucracy the
Democratic. Front does great work in order o enceurage
people to express their views frankly on any subject, because
they are the masters of the country and the people’s power,
because their will is a law which no one can infringe. At
their meetings, .the organizations of the Democratic Front
encourage. the .broad and free debating of problems which
concern and preoceupy them. In particular, they stimulate
open and unrestricted criticism by the masses of shoricomings
and errors. : : _

The Democratic Front has always played an important
role in the solution of social problems. This role has been
constantly rising, especially in the more recent times. In
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all the districts of the couniry the organizations of the
Democratic Front, in concert with the organizations of the
youth, women and trade-unions, have orgenized many large
meetings and popular discussions to discuss major social pro-
blems. There, backward, feudal and patriarchal customs which
oppress and enslave the woman, religious prejudices and
. dogmas,. all that is alien to the socialist spirit, all that is
conservative and reactionary, all that hinders the establish-
ment of fair relations in family and society, 21l that hampers
- the progress of the country, was denounced.

Another no less important field of action for the Democra-
tic Front is its all-round work to promote, especially in the
countr'yside; a more cultured mode of living, especially in
regard to hygiene, comimunal services, spread of education
and culture, improvement of Living standands, ete. :

Since the day of the publication of the draft-Constitu-
tion in 1976, in collaboration with the other mass organizations
— the Trade Unions, the Albanian Labour Youth Union,

the Women’s Union of Albania, the organizations of the Front
have organized thousands of meetings at which people acquain-

ted themselves with the draft-Consiitution, discussed ifs
content and form, and made very valuable remarks, sug-
gestions, and proposals which were attentively studied by

the .special commission charged with editing the new Cons- .
titution, These propositions were forwarded to the com-

mission for the amendment of the final text of the draft-
Constitution. _

The Trade Unions of Albania '.

The Trade Unions of Albania (TUA) were created . on
January 11, 1945. This was an important historic event and
a logical consequence of the many and great efforts of the
. Albanian workers to organize themselves.

Before Liberation, the Albanian working class, although
small in number, had a glorious history of class struggle.
But due to the barbarous oppression it was subject to by the
retrogressive regimes of the past, it was unable to set up
an organization of its own on a national scale. Forced to

protect themselves, the Albanian workers set up their own -

associations in some towns and for some crafts, which gra-

DR L T
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duaily assumed a political character. T.hrough overt and

covert actions, they gathered strength, developed a relatively
high class consciousness which was further enhanced and
deepened with the creation of the compmnist groups and
the propaganda of communist ideas. These first organizational

alements and the strikes which broke out at Kugova, Korga

and other. towns, weakened the regime of feudsgl-bourgeois

oppression and showed that the working clasg was rising as

a powerful political and social force in the life of the country.
The Italian fascist aggression raised the struggle of the
Albanian working class o a higher level. Although numerical-

ly small, the working class created its political party, which .

at the most difficult moments, took the destiny of the country,
the conduct of the war and the revolution, in its own hands.
The National Liberation War was a great school for the
political education and revolutionary tempering of the working
class, which engaged in it totally, setting a brilliant example
of heroism and abnegation and becoming the backbone of
the alliance with the peasantry and other patriotic and
progressive strata of the couniry. ,

The Trade Unions of Albania emerged under new histori-
cal conditions, when the couniry was liberated from the
occupiers and the exploited classes weve overthrown, when
the working class, in alliance with' the labouring peasantry,
had come fo power and established the people’s state power.
The TUA was born as a necessity of the moment which called
for the unity of the working class, as one of the mosi effective
levers of the Party in the system of the dictatorship of the prol-
etariat, Under these circumstances, the TUA- developed
according to entirely -new principles, the basic principles of
Marxism-Leninism and the revolutionary traditions of the
Albanian and inbernational worker movement.

In the capitalist countries, trade-unions have been created

more than a century ago as organizations of the workers .

against capitalist exploitation and social injustice, but they
oould not serve as a model for the Albanian working <lass,

pecause trade-unions in Albania do not operate in ‘the con-

ditions of the capitalist system, where state power is in
the hands of the bourgeoisie, but in new historical conditions,
where the working class and its Party are in power. Thus
in Albania, the Trade Unions and the state are two weapons

of the same class, are led by the Party of the working class




e

142 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

which fights and works. for one aim — the construction of
socialism. The Trade Unions in Albania were cyeatecl as a
weapon in the hands of the working class and its Party, &
weapon which should serve the construction of a socialist
" society, the continuous development of the revolution, and
the defence of the independence and sovereignty of the qouqtry.
Since their creation, they were conceived as organizaiions
of a pronounced political and class char:;}ct»er. Thus in ‘l:hen;
physiognomy, in their aims and tasks, in their method ©
work and form of organization, they represent an institution
of an entirely new type. The place and function’ of the
Trade Unions in socialist society is directly determined by

ihe role of the working class itself as the leading political -

s of the country. .
fome'I‘he working calrass constituies the principal force of the
‘Tyade Unions, which also shares greater responsibility for
the organization of the socialist life in the country. Hence,
the great role and significance of the Trade Unions in the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania. o

In our country, the ‘trade-unions do not limif themselves
to only defending the rights of the workers, but they also
take an active part in the management of production, in
the building and consolidation of the socialist regime.

The trade-unions are organizations in which dozens of
thousands of workens assimilate the first elements of organiza-
tion of the economic and political life, organizations
which. the workers enhance their culfural argd political level,
and through which they accede to the direction and manage-
ment of socialist industry. As Lenin has pointed oul, the
trade-unioms are an institution ‘intended to educate and
organize the workers, they are schools of direction and
management, schools of communism.

. To exercise a leading function in the economy, one
need not necessarily hold a managerial post. In the People’s
Socialist Republic' of Albania, even the commonest ‘workgr
is given the real possibility to have his say and bring his

_influence to bear on the development of production, on correct-

. : . ’ T
ing mistakes and shortcomings, to help improve the wor
an% management of enterprises, to- bring about the introduc-
tion of modern technological processes.

Production meetings play an important role in the deve- -

- oo RS ot . t ihe
ment of the creative initiative and political activity of 1
iggrking clags. These meetings, held under the direction of the

T
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trade-unions, have become an important means for the eduea-
tion of the working masses and their participation in run-
ning production. They are held regularly and deal with im-
portant questions, such as: _ U

— production plans of enterprises;

. — organization of production and work; :

~ — means. of improving -the quality of production- and

lowering costs; _ ' '
_ — problems of invesiments, technical norms, internal
management, measures of safety at work, etc.

Production meetings, at which the workers express their
opinions in all liberty, help to ‘detect shortcomings arid
errors, and make concrete proposals and cobservations, arve

evidence of the broad democracy exercised on all the ques-
tions concerning the organization of production, The worker -

and tlie specialist, the engineer and the director of enterprise
are not isolated from each other. They are all workmates
subject to the same proletarian discipline, respecting and
assisting each other in a fraternal spirit, During the working
time the worker carries out the tasks assigned to him by
the master, engineer or director, while at production or
other meetings he criticizes their mistakes- or shortcomings.
The control exercised by the trade-unions — control from
below, is the surest guarantee for the elimination of all bureau-
cratic distortions, Thus, all the strength and authority of the
managers of production in the conditions of the people’s state
power lies in the masses. And production meetings serve to
strengthen the ties of the executives, on the one hand, with
the workers and employees, on the other, :

Each year the basic trade-union organization of every

enterprise signs a collective contract with the management.
The stipulations of the contracting parties also bear on the
working and living conditions of the workers. '
' The workers and employees participate divectly in the
execution of collective coniracts, The trade-union organiza-
tion controls the execution of the stipulations of the contract
by both the workers and the management, :

In the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, the interests
of the state and those of the trade—unions are the same,
Thus, in the struggle against mistakes and shortcomings the
trade-union organizations enjoy full support by the state.

The rights of the frade-unions in the struggle for the
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" defence of the material and moral interests of the workers
“are very broad. The {rade-unions: ‘ _

— participate in the drafting and editing of laws on
labour and wages; : _

— supervise the application of rules on safety at work
and techniezl security;

— exercise social contrel on behalf of the masses over
the execution of housing construction plans and participate
in the allocation of houses; - _

— control the activity of commercial enterprises and
public catering: B ‘ )

Through the trade-unioms the workers cxercise their
control over the rates of utilization of state social insurance
funds, the accomodation of the workers and their children in
" pregt-homes, check the execution of plans for the copstruction
of health and prophylactic institutions, the work of _health
pervices, ete. : T : .

The trade-unions wield all the necessary means and

funds for the organization of cultural, sports and other

free-time activities.

Socialist emulation

Organization of socialist emulation, which is one of the
main methods of workers’ participation in the management
of production and, in general, a vivid expression of their
concern about raising labour productivity, has been and

~ remains one of the main problems of the TUA.

The bourgeocisie and ils advocates do everything in _1,heir
power to sanction the prejudice according to v_.rhlch private
initiative' and competition ‘are the ideal «incentives» for the
development of society, But in reality things stand the other
© way round. _ .
Capitalist competition, which rests on the savage exploita-

tion of the workers, brings about ruin and oppression for

most of them, and profit for and domination by a handful
.of people. On this basis, it causes an ever increasing intensi-
fication of labour, aggravates exploitation, utilizes people’s
talents for purposes of profit and speculation, encourages
individualism, egoism, misanthropy and hampers the introduc-
tion of scientific and technological innovations.

THE 'MASS ORGANIZATIONS 145

Coﬁtrary to all this, socialist emulation, which replaces

. capitalist competition and rests on the emancipation of work-

ers of capitelist exploitation,  constantly stimulates and
develops bold thinking, free initiative, the spirit of creative
innovation, opens the road for the revolutionary drive
and movements of the masses, educates people by imbuing

‘them with a high sense of responsibility for the tasks they

are charged with, a critical attitude towards themselves,
conscious disciplitie, an unflinching spirit in front of dif-
ficulties, and it serves directly the masses. :

. Socialist emulation is an important mobilizing and trans-
forming motor force in the general process of the socialist
construction of the country, a revolutionary method for
developing and deepening the creative activity of the working
masses, for increasing production and imbuing the cadres
and masses with sound eocialist concepts on work and com-
mon property. :

Bocialist emulation is an expression of sccialist relations

of production and a product of the socialist system in which
work beeomes & gquestion of honour, and man makes to

“sociely a contribution propertionate io his capacities and is

remunerated by the latter according to the quantity and

© quality.of his work. As a component element of the socialist
-relations of production, socialist emulation gives rise to a
broad socialist movement intended to raise the laggards up -

to the level of the more advanced, 1o assist the advanced

- to further progress and to swell their manks. Tt strengthens

the sentiménts of socialist collectivity among the workers
and reduces the sphere of influence of petty-bourgeois and
bourgeois individualism down to the point of its  total

disappearance; it develops the creative thinking and initiative
of the woking masses, increases the productivity of labour.

and social production and creates greater possibilifies for
the .development of the economic potential of the country
and the raising of the standard of living of the working masses.

Socialist emulation in Albania is an expression of the
communist spirit in man’s process of active work. As the
masters of the means of production and social production
itself, people in socialism are concerned about bringing the
society the maximum of utility with the minimuny of expend-
iture of monetary means and materials, according to the
principle of «quantity, rapidity, quality and economy.» Social-
ist emulation develops the conscicusness of man, his orga-

10 — 117 A
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nizational and productive ecapacities, stimulates the laggards
“and causes everything to dewvelop and advance. Socialist
emulation is organized on the basis of advanced experience
and the best example; and leads to the generalization of
this experience and the creation of a new, even more advanced
experience. . ’ . _

One of the primary conditions for the organization of
socialist emulation is the effective illustration of the resulis
of work of a given collective or of the individuals that make
it up. These resulis are determined and illustrate with
great precision. They are popularized in various forms S0
that every member of the collective is informed of the
results of work of each and compares his results to those of
the others. Discovery, elaboration and propagation of advanceld
experience is one of the essential and always actual condi-
fions for the organization of socialist emulation. Great wor_k
has been and confinues to be done in this field. For . this
purpose, all-round propaganda work is carried out, which

helps raise production indices by making the worlzers acquaint--

ed with innovations in science and technclogy, new techno-
logical methods, and the best achievements of advanced work-
ers’ collectives and individual workers. S
Socialist emulation is a permanent method characteristic
of the people’s state power for the construction of gocialism
- and the solution of problems jointly with the masses, a way
intended to promote the active participation of the workers
in the management of work, a powerful incentive for the
development of the creative thinking and initiative of the
workers, a field in which the masses make galf-criticism,
control and rectify the activity of the party and the state
from below, a powerful ideological movement for the socialist
education of the working people, ' o
Since the establishment of the people’s power, socialist
emulation. has been for the working masses a permanent
method of work. Immediately following the liberation of the
country and the esiablishment of (he people’s power, the
Albanian workers, driven by the spirit of socialist emulation,

set about working to heal the wounds -<caused by the '

war against the oceupiers and the local traitors. Blown up
bridges and burnt down houses were recopstructed, factories
and mines were recommissioned in record time. People started

the construction of new factories and workshops, railways, .

voads, the draining of marshes, ete. From the ranks of the

" yields.
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working classes emerged the first shock workers, and the
cooperative peasantry produced the first fighters for high

Socialist emulation developed ¢ven more in the successive
five-'year periods, in the great battles for socialist industrializa-
tion, and the collectivization and modernization of agricul-
ture, with dozens of thousands of pecple displaying an in-
comparable heroism in building the new life,

At its. present stage, socialist emulation comes out with
some new features. One of the peculiarities of socialist emula-
tion of the receni years is its developmeni in the form of
mass initiatives, movements and actions which have made it
more dynamic, more combative and more concrete. Its centre
of gravity has been shifted to the base, that is, it has become

more lively at the level of the basic production unit, the briga- - )

de, workshop or enterprise, which gives it a more marked mass
character, because its value and effectiveness depend, first of
all, on its capacity to set the broad masses of workers and

cadres. in movement, to make the laggards advance and encou- -

rage the workers of middling capacity, who represent the
main force of production, to work ever belier. In the context

o development of socialist emulation, economic factors are
" ever better combined with moral and political elements, thus
enveloping all activities of people at work and outside work.

The general aim of socialist emulation is to increase production
in quantity and improve it in quality, raise- work productivity

and lower production costs, strengthen proletarian discipline

at work and solidarity among workers, encourage the innovative
spirit to produce as many new articles as possible, to construct
new machines and production lines, new equipment and
workshops, protect socialist property, improve the fraining and
qualification of workers, ete. ' '

The known principle of self-reliance has created a revolu-
tionary atmosphere of mobilization and innovation. This prin-
ciple represents the very foundation of socialist emulation, of
all revolutionary initiatives and mass movements and gives them
a militant transforming character which enables them to suc-
cessfully overcome the consequences of the imperialist and

‘revisionist blockade and the difficulties created by it for our
S eountry., :
Doubtlessly, the future will bring out new forms of so-

cialist emulation which will ensure an ever larger participa-
tion of the masses and ever greater resulis at work., =
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The Labour 'Youth' Union of Albania

The Albanian youth are organized in the Albanian Labour
Youth Union. Thig organization was founded on November

23, 1941 under the name of the Communist Youth, only some .

days after the founding of the Communist Party.

A letter of greeting addressed by Comrade Enver Hoxha
to the Central Committee of the Communist Youth on behali
of the Provisional Central Committee of the Communist Party
of Albania in November 1941, among other things, reads. «The
Communist Party of Albania is confident that the Communist
Youth will be worthy of the trust our young Party has placed

in it and will know how to earry out, in a revolutionary spirit,
the lofty task it has been charged with, ...In indestruciible
unity of will and mind with the Party, that it will be able to
organize and lead in a revolutionary way the oppressed Al
banian youth towards a brilliant future, towards iis emancipa-
tion of the mediaeval chains of fascist slavery, and a new life
of progress, culture and joy. ’

_ Under the leadership of the Party, the youth organiza-
tion has played a very important role both in the war for the
liberation of the country and in the long and hard battle for
“the construction of socialism. - :

The youth stood in the forefront of anti-fasecist demon-

strations, they were the first to swell the ranks of partisan

detachments. Of 70,000 partisan fighters, 50,000 were young
people, and among them 6,600 girls. Most of the martyrs were
young people. The heroic deeds of the young generation in
the course of the war remain immortal. The life and activity
of Qemal Stafa, Vojo Kushi, Misto Mame, Margarita Tutulani,
Zonja Curre and many others now are part of the inestimable
fund of revolutionary traditions of the Albanian people.

The triumph of the revolution together with the achieve~

. ment of liberty and independence have set free immense crea-
tive energies which lay dormant among the people and the

youth. The Albanian youth saw boundless perspectives of-

work, creativeness and progress being opened before them.
Sinee the establishment of the people’s power, the new

generation has made a valuable coniribution to the work for

the building of socialism. Young workers today account for

‘more than 40 per cent of the working class, while in some

sectors and enterprises, they represent 75 per cent of the work
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force. The same can be said of the countryside, where young

men and women represent the most energetic and, at the
same time, the most numerous force among the cooperativists,
Aware of the fact that everything in this ‘country is done

to ensure them a happy future, the Albanian vouth have-

always responded with enthusiasm and revolutionary ardour
to the calls to contribute to the reconstruction of the country

“and the construction of  socialism. In 1948, more than 4,000

young people built the Road of Youth through the rocks
of North Albania; more than 100,000 young volunteers worked
for the construction of the first raillways of the couniry — Du-
rrés-Tirana, Durrés-Peqin, and Peqgin-Elbasan. A litble  later
another 22,000 young volunteers were engaged in huilding the
Road of the Light and the first big hydro-power station
of the country — the «Karl Marx» hydro-power station o
the Mat River. Thousands and thousands of 'young men and
women flocked to the big building sites of the following five-

. year plans, working on the construction of dozens of -factories,

plants, etc. Youth brigades, animated by revolutionary optim-

istn, climbed the mountains to open up new land. Within a

short period of  fime, 40,000 young people tempered them-
selves .in this mass action. In 1967 and 1968, 85,000 young
people took part in the construction of the Rrogozhina-Fier
railroad and a new highway in the mountains of North Al-
bania. Thousands of young men and women took part in the

construction of the Elbasan-Prrenjas-Guri i Kug railroad which

passes through broken terrain and a narrow river gorge, with
original sclutions of many technical problems, which would
have been difficult to achieve even in countries superior to
ours in technical means and skilled labour force. Millions of
cubic metres of rock and earth had to be shifted, dozens of
bridges ‘and viaducts built and many kilometres of tunnels
pierced for the construction of this railroad. The Fier-Ballsh
and the Lag-Lezha railways are the work of the youth, too.
Thousands of young volunteers were engaged in such great
projects as the «Light of the Partly» hydro-power station of

. Fierza, the «Steel of the Party- metallurgical complex of

Elbasan, ete. .

In March 1974, considering the brilliant example of hero-
ism and selflessness set by our young people in their sucees-
sive actions for the extension of the rail netwerk of the
country, and in particular for the construciion of the Elbasan-

Prrenjas-Guri i Kuq railroad, the Presidium of the People’s
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Asseﬁibly of the People’s Socialisf Republic of Albania award-
ed the organization of the Labour Youth Union of Albania
the title of Herc of Socialist. Labour, At present the mass

actions of the youth follow one another without interruption.’

These actions of the youth have not only an economic im-
portance; but an educative, political and ideclogical importance
as well. In the course of these actions, mouldy eoncepts are
wiped out, the young generation is educated and armed with
the norms and qualities of communist morality. The actions

of the youth have been turned into real schools for their -

.revplutiorlar'y -education and physical tempering. :
In the course of these aciions young people do not limit

themselves to carrying out manual work only, but they also -

become good agitators who strive to transmit their knowledge
to their brothers and sisters. In the struggle against the old

and for the triumph of the new, they attack mouldy customs,

bury superstitions once and for good, do large-scale work for
-the. clarification and. complete emancipation of the Albanian
*young women in order to transform them into a colosal force

for the construction of the new society all over the couniry..

Resides construction work, the young volunteers carry out all-
round political, cultural and sports activities as well as a mili-
tary training, which makes their life at these mass actions
ever more interesting and entertaining: '

While responding with great readiness and in a spirit of

active mobilization to the calls to participate in mass actions
on a national scale, the Albanian youth do not neglect other
actions undertaken at their own working places, in agricultural
cooperatives, schools, combines, factories, mines, etc, aither.
They represent a great force which increases yields in
agriculture and productivity in industry, improves the quality
of products and lowers production costs, spreads new methods
of work, fights for utilization of internal reserves, takes an
active part in the movement for discoveries and ‘rationaliza-
tions. And everywhere the Albanian youth distinguish them-
selves by their revolutionary spirit. '
The devotion of the Albanian youth to the Party and the
. people’s state power has its source in the fact that they have
ensured them all their rights and fulfil all their needs. Every-
thing achieved in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania
belongs to the new generation. . -
On the other hand, the Albanian youth, educated in the
Marxist-Leninist ideology, have clear perspectives ahead of
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them, They reject as alien to them all counter-revolutionary
ideological trends which lead to the moral degeneration of
the young, their corruption and hemusement, phenomena
which are commen to all the capitalist and revisionist eoun-.
tries of the world.

"The Women’s Union of Albania

The Anti-fascist Women’s Un-ion of Albania, today the

" Women's Union of Albania, was born and tempered in the heat

of the National Liberation War, when under the leadership
of the Party, the women of Albania rose in the struggle against
the nazi-fascist cccupiers side by side their husbands, brothers
and children. :

At that -epoch, the Albanian people were faced with the
urgent task of fighiing for their liberty. The Women's Union
of Albania, while having this supreme task foremost in its
program, also expressed the most ardent aspirations of women.
As a result, it grew rapidly and became a large and powerful
organization of the women’s masses. T

The first women's anti-fascist councils were set up im-
mediately after the 1st National Liberation Conference
which ‘was held at Peza in September 1942, and to which the
women sent their delegates. It was the first time they were

represented Lo such historic meetings of naticnal importance.

In April 1943 was formed in Tirana dhe Provisional Central
Council of the Anti-fascist Women’s Union of Albania, which
started the publishing of its organ - The Albanian Woman.

© This organization took part in the historic Congress of Pér-

met, held in May 1944, where women were also elected to
the first supreme organs of self-government of the country.
On November 4, 1944, on the eve of the liberation of the
country, the Albanian Anti-fascist Women’s Union held its
first congress under the slogan «For the complete liberation
of the Homeland, for a free, democratic- people’s Albanias.
The Women’s Union of Albania is a democratic organiza-
tion which rallies the large women’'s masses in order to enable
them, under the leadership of the PLA, to carry on their
activity in all fields for the strengthening of the social and
state regime of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania.
"1t eultivates among the masses of Albanian women the

‘patriotism which has always characterized them, educabes
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“them in a spirit of solidarity with all the progressive women
of the world, in struggle sagainst imperialism and modern
xvllcslmmsm for the affirmation of the rights of woman and

i
The Women’s Union of Albania, concerned abouf the
active participation of women in the political, economic and

- social life of the country, about making them resolute fighters
for the building of socialism in Albania, works incessantly for
their ideclogical, cultural and prefessional education, tries to
eradicate from their conseiousness 31l left-overs of fanaticism
and prejudices inherited from the regimes of the past, cul-
tivates in them the socialist attitude towards work and social
property, and strives to make them capable of leading the
diverse sectors of activity in the life of the country.

' The Women’s Union of Albania takes particular care of
the education of the young generation, assisting mothers to
rear physically healthy children, affectionate and culiivated;
dedicated to work, devoted to the country, to peace and friend-
ship among the peocples

The Women’s Union of Albania plays a flrt;t-r'ate role in -
the struggle for the complete emancipation of the Albanian
woman,

Side by side with men _
. Y

The three K’s Kinder — children, Kirche — church, and
Ktiche — kitchen) are the three limits the German bourgemme
had set to the life of woman. Such limits to the free develop-
ment of the personality of woman exist in all capitalist coun-
tries and make her the slave of the home,

The lot of the Albanian woman before Liberation differed
from that of the woman of many other couniries only in it
that it was even worse, Her existence was made even gloomier
by the combined effects of patriarchal domination, the feudal
yoke and capitalist exploitation to which the disastrous con-
sequences of five centuries of Ottoman rule were added.

Women were deprived of the righi of expression, they
had no say in family matters and even less in social alfairs.
They lived secluded within the walls of their homes and, in
the regions where they worked, they came out only to serve
as. beasts of burden. Women and girls were not consulted
even over guestions they were most concerned about, such as .
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their betrothal'or marriage. These matiers, which had to do
with the laws ol private property, were decided on the basis

of private interest. The sale of girls, covertly or overtly,-

betrothals arranged between parents at the most tender age

of those interested, and of course without asking for the

subsequent congent of the girls, were the general rule.
Neglected at home by their fathers, hushands and sons

_ and outside by the whole society, women were reduced to
‘ignorant creatures, physically handicapped and morally de-

based. The law and the custom, the state and religion had
raised all. sorts of barrlers to keep them in a condition of
slavery.

In the course of dozems of centuries, the state and the
law, ethies and religion, philosophy and art have been used
by the exploiting classes to justify and perpetuate the enslave-

- ment of woman. At all times, statesmen and thinkers, socio-

logists and theoIOglans, moralists and writers — all those
influencing public opinion, have vied with each other in es-
suing the most humiliating judgements on woman and trying
to justify the domination and superiority of man over her.
Some of them base this alleged superiority' of man on the
physiological peculiarities of the two sexes. «The natural
weakness of woman's. organtsm,~ August Comte  explained,
«is an eternal basis of ineguality. between the fwo . sexes.»
Some others consider «intellectual diversities» the source of

“this supposed inferiority. Others still explain this state of

things with the history of development of science, philosophy
and art. Great scientists, philosophers and writers, they <laim,

have always and everywhere been men, which accordmg to

them would prove the eternal superlorlty of man over woman.
In fact, the more profound causes of the domination of
man over woman should be sought not in biclogical or psy-
cho]ogmal factors but in social factors, not in the Holy Writ
but in the history of civilization,
At the dawn of human society, when man had just begun

- to take his first steps, wornan was a respected being, ah
. active member of the social fabric. The legends of the proud

amazons perhaps are an echo of this distant epoch in which
women’s .work and thinking were held by the society in just
as high regard as man's, if not more. This was the epoch of
what was called the order of matriarchy, a stage all' the
peoples of the world have gone through.

Then, after human society, was divided into classes, one
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finds everywhere the woman fettered, oppressed and exploited,
relegated to a secondary role in the affairs of society as lv_\rell
‘as family. « . Whether at thé epoch of the Greek civiliza-
tion,» says Comrade Enver Hoxha, «or the Roman civilization,
in the Middle Ages or in the time of the Renaissance, or even
in modern times, in the refined contemporary bourgeols

civilization, woman is the most enslaved and oppressed of -

human creatures, the most exploited and humiliated in all
ways~ It is clear that the social factor, the emergence of
private ownetship, is the basis on which woman’s enslave-
ment by man rests. «The abolition of maternal right,» Engels
pointed out, «was the greatest defeat of the female sex in
history. Man ook the reins of power in his hands, and woman
lost her respected position even in her own home, to become
a servant, a slave of the whims of her hushand, - a simple
‘means of reproduction. This humiliating position of woman,
whiich appears in all its nakedness especially with the Greeks
‘of the heroic epoch and, even more markedly, of the classic
epoch, has been afterwards embellished with fine Iwards and
if, at places, it appears in more softened form, it is not less
‘Teal» . -

The struggle for the emancipation of woman in Albania
commenced, as early as the first years of the National Libera-
#ion War, when women took to arms and, side by side with
their brothers and husbands, fought for the liberation of the
country and their own emancipation. The liberation of the
country opened boundless perspectives to the Albanian women
" in all fields of life. It enabled them to profit from all material
and 'cuitural values and enjoy, the same as men, ax_ll,the_rights
and liberlies of the citizens of a socialist state. :

After Liberation, the people’s-~state power abrogated the
old laws which sanctioned the discrimination against woman.
In the new legislation, woman is procldimed the equal of
man: she enjoys the same rights in all fields — political,
economic, social, cultural, ete. _ _

' " But, as Lenin has pointed out more than once, «equality
before the law does not yet mean equality in life~. In order
to achieve equality in life, for the emancipation of woman
to be carried out in the conditions of the dictatorship of the
proletariat,' two conditions must be met: eliminatﬁon,_ on the
one hand, of private property and capitalist exploitation and,
on the other, participation of woman in production. The at-
tainment of these objeciives under the people’s state power
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represents the greatest victory achieved by woman on the road
to her emancipation. With the suppresgion of private property,
it was made elfectively possible for woman to enjoy all the
liberties and rights proclaimed and legally guaranteed by the
people’s state power, which brought about a new conception of
family, unknown to the bourgeoisie, a union founded on

the purest sentiments and, at the same time, a relationship
~ of complete freedom between husband and wife and between

parents and children, .
Abolition of private property and establishment of social
ownership of the means of production, with the new conditions
they created, favoured a large participation of women in pro-
duction, indeed, made it absolutely. necessary. As a result,
the number of women has. increased in all the branches of the
economy without exception. In 1980 they accounted for 46 per
cent of the total of wonkers as against 4 per cent-in 1838, In
1980, 45 per cent of the working class were women and girls;
in the sector of agriculture they made up 52 per cent of the

‘members of agricultural cooperatives,

' Exercising their right to work, the Albanian women take
an active part in the creation of material and culiural values
in all sectors of the life of the country. They also work in
those branches of the economy which until then were con-
sidered as reserved only to men. Through the application of
advanced technology in several production processes, manual
work has been reduced considerably and the number of women
employed in the sectors of mechanized production and con-
struction has greatly increased. Likewise, in the countryside,
wamen participate not only in all farming activities, but also
in %he mechanized seclors. This shows a radical transformation
in the consciousness ¢f women, their awareness of the great
political importance of their participation in work. In the
assignment to various jobs only one distinction is made be-
tween men and women: when a job may impair the health

' of woman as a mother. The Albanian woman has exposed the

myth of woman’s incapacity of participating in social produc-
tion. Many women today have become brilliant examples of
work. The right to workrin all sectors lias enabled woman te
occupy a position equal to man’s in the economic, political
and social life of the country. The socialist construction is
a great school which sanctions the equality of the Albanian
woman and causes men to see in them their close comrades

"and collaborators. Side by side with their menfolk, the Al-

R
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banian women build factories, plants, new villages and towns,
_ contribute to the advancement of productior, science, tech-
nology and culture, thereby occupying the place belonging to
~ them in the society. '

The participation of women in social work has gone hHand.
in hand with the raising of their level of education. In the
first years following the liberation of the country, their level
of education and professional skill was very low. About 94
per cent of them were illiterate and most of them had no skill
or profession, . :

Today 52 per cent of pupils and 30 per cent ‘of students
are of the female sex. .

Thanks to these successes, women have become a great
force in the political life of the couniry. Today women make
up about 30 per cent of the party membership, and 33 to 46

per cent of those elected to the People’s Assembly, the people’s

councils, the Supreme Court and the mass organizations. -

Along with the constantly increasing mass character of

the participation of women in the political life of the country
* pne notices, especially in the recent years, increasingly more
women in posis of responsability in various sectors of educa-
tion and culture. Reactionary concepts about the «natural in-
capacity of woman», her <inferiority» have been smashed
everywhere today and publicopinion is accustomed to'consider
not only the participation of women in the political and so-
cial life, but alsc their leading work in important sectors,
as in the order of things. ' :

With the creation of conditions of equality between
husband and wife dn the family a great step forward was
taken for the emancipation of the Albanian woman. The right
to have their say on family matters has marked for thousands

of women a major transformation of their condition and
played an important political role by preparing them to avail

themselves of their rights and assume their responsibilities

as conecious socialist citizens, fully and actively participating

in social life. : ) -
The law on marriage and divorce, the Family Code were
issued in the first vears of the people’s power. All bourgeois
laws which curtailed the rights of women were declared null
and void. . _ _ : ' :
By virtue of the new, socialist law woman enjoys egual
~ rights with man in regard to family property, she can freely
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" choose her profession and her residence; the union of the

consorts rests entirely on mutual understanding.
“The two consorts exercise equal parental rights.

Civil marriage is the only recognized by law.

Finally, we must add that the Introduction to the Consti-
tution of the PSR of Albania reads that «In the unceasing
process af the revolution, the Albanian woman won egualily
in all fields, became a great social force and is advancing
towards her complete emancipation.» On the other hand,
Article 41 of the Constitution stresses:

«The woman enjoys equal rights with man in work, pay,
holidays, social security, education, in all social-political acti~
vity, as well as in the family.




Chapter four

THE CLASS COMPOSITION OF SOCIETY

Prior to Liberation the Abanian socicty offered a picture

full of contrasts deriving from social inequality. On the one
hand, a handful of rich and all-powerful. people led a life of
luxury, on the other the majority of the population lived in
poverty, deprived of the most elementary rights and con-
demned to work for the rich all their life. At that time, the
ruling classes consisted of the feudal landowners and the bour-
geoizsie of town and country. The peasantry represented the
mast numerous class; the working class was still young and

small in numbers.
After Liberation, private ownership of the means of pro-

duction, the main base of the division of the society into anta- '

gonistic classes, was abolished and, along with it, the ex-
ploiting classes were also liquidated. As a result, in the Peo-

ple’s Socialist Republic of Albania a society without exploiters

and exploited was founded. .

The Albanian socialist society is composed of two classes
uf working people — the workers and the peasants, as well as
the stratum of the people’s intelligentsia issued mainly from
these two classes. : '

The workixllg' class

In the achievement of the strategic tasks of the socialist

revolution in Albania, at all the stages of its development, the -

working class has aifirmed ifself as the essential motor force
of the revolution, the class which sets the tone ta the whole
life of the country. "
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The Albanian working class, led by the Party of Labour

of Albania, has tempered itself in revolutionary hattles. In
a highly militant spirit, although still small in numbers, it
engaged in the National Liberation War and, after Liberation,
in the struggle for the development of the revolution and

the construction of socialism. In the process of these battles,

it has radically transformed the couniry, built the economic

base of socialism, liquidated the exploiting classes and the

exploitation of man by man. It has transformed itself in the
process, has not only increased in number but also and above
all tempered itself politically and ideoclogically, formed its
class conscioushess and enhanced its role as the leading class
of the socialist society. : o

After Liberation, the Albanian working class has ceased
to exist as a class deprived of the means of production, sell-
ing its labour and exploited by the capitalists. It has been
transformed into an entirely mew class, which wields the
means of production jointly with the entire people and which
now is liberated of all exploitation. It has socialist state
property as its economic base. It is the vanguard class of
the society, the leading force of the development of the
latter. Hence it is to it that the leadership of the slaie
in Albania appertains. In alliance with the working pea-
santry, it plays an essential and decisive role in the so-

cialist transformation of the country, in the ceaseless develop-

ment of our socialist revolution.

In the present stage of the work for the complete con-
struction of the socialist society, when essential tasks remain
io be carried out, such as perfecting of the dictatorship of
the preletariat, complete construction of the material and tech-
nical base of socialism, elimination of all the blemishes of the
feudal and hourgeois society, and strengthening of the so-
cialist society, and of communist morality for the formation of
the new man of the socialist society, the working class, in
alliance with the cooperativist peasantry, plays a leading role,
it is the pillar of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

- The growth and development of the working class in -the
years of the people’s state power, representsa great victory of
historic importance, From the exploited and oppressed class
comprising hardly 15,000 workers, most of them apprentices
and craftemen in the artisan and commiercial wector, it was

in the past, it has incessantly increased and numbers some -
‘hundreds of thousands in its ranks foday. The working class
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has grown in- number, \;hich lrlai1 ptgofolundly modified the
i ure of the whole population, : _
Soma%‘h%n\:fgrking class has been transformed both qua}'étlta-f-
tively and qualitatively. Today the overwhghpmg majority (c)I
workers are educated, cultivated and politically ttlemperi :
They have become specialisis in advanced ’techno ogy. o
present the dominant figure among the workmg class is .
worker with at least a medium education. N .
Through a comprehensive system of‘ schouls. and courges,
" the state is coping with the task of forming cadres of working

class extraction. Dozens of thousands of workers today attend

i i : i institutes
' categories of evening schools and higher ins
g?.:te;?gd for gv'.:'ox‘king people. Dozens of thou-sgnds of wquerf
have improved or are improving their technical and Iiro;ec‘zl
sional skills in qualification courses. A system of ideologi

Marxisi=Leninist education of the working class is working

] ears now. A vast network of cultural institutions,
f:?ﬂbss?n;?ngmas, lihraries, e‘]a: has also been created to widen
al horizon of workers, . _
.the ?&Lul;’aising of the level of education and _becl}-mcalf il;ld
professional skills has stimulated the creative th}nklng of 1 12
working class. As a resuli, hundreds of thousands of p_ropcffia; |
have, especially in the recent years, been made by the wor engt
class for the rationalization of production, the m-{prov?m t
-of the socialist organization of ,work,‘ th<‘e construction q] mae
chinery and equipment, the mechanization of more tol son(l)f
" operations, the production of new articles, the setiing E:pnal
new production lines and workshops t[brough a more ra ﬁ) >
- exploitation of the internal mesources of enterprises, afl o
which is aimed to prevent an excessive b}lrdemng ’;hank-s
state budget, to strengthen the savings regime, ete. franse
to the persistent work of the working class, ;no:a_l'i 0 -
proposals have been applied and brougl}t the nationa «ecoz}o a)_r
considerable profit. The movement of innovators and ra lck’;nrs
lizers, which today cemprises dozens pf thousands of wm‘:h
and specialists, has become a very important factor, which
" has allowed to cut down on imports and increase exports,

find appropriaie selutions to many problems concerning pro- -

duction, the management of the economy and the socialist
ization of work. - _ _
Orgag‘ﬁl ;-ﬁ?mwicél increase of the working -cllass, t1:1e dcvelop-l
ment of its political activity and the upflit of its cu]tu-xi?
and lechnical level have strengthened the dictatorship of the

t‘_nl!-n;. —
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proletariat, consolidated the leading role of the warking class,
the monolithic alliance of the working class with the peas-
antry. ' . T : '

The working class of Albania is the main force for the
development and deepening of the ideclogical and cultural
revolution; it has waged the class struggle in the correct,
Marxist-Leninist road, simed, above all, against manifestations
of bureaucracy for deepenirig the line of the masses and pro-
moting the revolutionary class education of working people.
In the class struggle waged against all manifestations of.a
conservative or liberal character, against the influence of

- . bourgeois and revisionist ideclogies, our working class has

stood in the forefront of this struggle, leads it and, by its
- example, by encouraging and inspiring the other working peo-
ple of town and couniryside, makes a major contribution
to it. - ' o '

In the PSR of Albania, the working class, the champion
of the great ideals of socialism and commuhnisni, is the more
revolutionary and more progressive part of the society. It is
the main force, the - backbone of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. ' ' _

The best representatives of the working class are elected -
to the leading organs of the Party, of the state power and
mass organizations. Many managers and executives have come:
from the ranks of the working class. The cadres of the Al-
banian People’s Army are in their great majority sons of the
working class, Workers coming directly from production gre
more and more being integrated into the organs of the state,
the economy, education, culture, ete, o

The working class has its say on all major ideological,
political, economic and social problems. It leads broad political
campaigns for electing the organs of the pecple’s state power,
puts forth its candidafures, and gives its vote for ils finest
sons and daughters. The directives of five-year plans are
always submitted 10 broad discussion by the working class.
With its proposals and suggestions, it takes a direct part in
the planning of the national economy. : .

The loity mission devolving on the working class in the
construction of socialism and communism and the role it plays

~in this field impose on it the dity of exercising its conirol
~over all the period of the dictatorship of the proletariat, a

period of ceaseless development of the class struggle in all

-, fields, on a national and international scale,

11 —-117.4
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Co_n'trol_ by the working class

The control exercised by the working class is inseparable
- from its leading role and the role of its Party in the entire
life of the country., Immediately following the estabhslhme-nt
of the people’s state power, when it was still small in number
and had nut yet atlained the ideological and political level it has

today, the working class exercised its control and its leading .

* functions mainly through its Party and state, which, in the

final analysis, boiled down to a control by the. workmg class -

itself, as this control was exercised on iis behalf and in its
" interest. But at the same time the working class also exercised
in various forms its direct contrel, which it has constantly
strengthened and improved.

Worker control has developed and strengthened in ‘the

course of the successive stages of the socialist development -

of the couniry. In the present conditions it is going through
a new. development and rising to a higher level.

Direct control by the working class is a conscious activity
of the latter, a form of its participalion in the solution of
problems of socialist construction, a vivid manifestation of

.-proletarian democracy in action, a weapon of the struggle
- against bureaucracy and bourgeois and cpetty-bourgeols left-
avers In the conscicusness of people. It is a movement in
which the ideological influence of the working class makes
itself felt on the other strata of the working people, as well
as.a very effective form of education of the workers them—
selves in the class spirit,

Contrél by the working class is a permanent mﬂhod '

whereby the working class carries out iis leading role in the
system of the dietatorship of the proletariat over the period
of construction of socialism and communism, and this conirol
will continue as long as manifestations of bureaucracy and
- ideclogies alien to socialism continue to exist. The main tar-
gets of the struggle of the working class are bureaucracy and
different left-overs of the old ideology in the conscicusness of
people. Worker control is one of the surest means wielded
by the working class to keep the dictatorship of the proletariat

in its hands and to ensure the carrying out of the line and -

program’ of its party. It is not a simple process of «control-

but a component of the revolutionary ideclogy and practice, a- |

process of struggle for the application of the line of the Party.

—_—
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The struggle against bureaucracy, against conceptiions and

actions alien and hostile to socialism, opposed to the wvital
interests of the masses and socialism and weakening, no mat-
ter how skightly, the dictatorship of the proletariat, impose

‘on the working class the duty of exercising its control.

The revolutionization of the whole life of the country, as
Comrade Enver Hoxha has said, cannot be carried out without

the incessant enhancement of the leading role of the working .

class, without its control being established and deepened
under all circumstanices, everywhere and on everybody and
everything. This is a sure guarantee for the successful and

ceaseless development of the socialist revolution to bar the.
" road to all possibility of revisionist and bourgems degenera-

tion. Here, direct control by the workmg class is an objective
necessity.

The working class exercises its contrel in three main
forms: from above — in the form of control by the Party and
the state; from below — in the form of direct conirol by the
working class on the activity of administration, and parallel —
in the form of mutual control, as practised by the workers
and other working people. These three forms serve the same
aimy, That is why they are not only in perfect unity between
them, but also imtertwined, relying om and completing each
other. -

State. control, Whlch is exercised from above on the ac-

- tivity of all and -everybody, is in its essence conirol by the

working class for it is carried out by the organs of its dic-
tatorship, on its behalf and in its interest, All underestimation
of this contrcl weakens in fact the dictatorship of the pro-

~ letariat. Thus the. working class itself in the PSR of Albania

not only demands that this control be strengthened and per-
fected, but also that it be given all possible assistance.
‘State control in Albania is not merely a function incum-
bent only opon the supervisors and inspectors specialized in
state economic and financial contrel. State control is exercised
by everybody occupying a post of responsibility in slate and
economic organs within the limits of his competences, especial-
ly by people elected to these organs by the masses. Everyone

charged with the exercise of state control has also the duty’

to submit its own activity to the control by the working
class; so he controls buf is at the same time controlled by
the workmg class, by the working masses, as well as by the
superior state ongans or h1s direct guperior.




164  PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

Party @nd state control is, in the final analysis, worker

control, but it can by mo means replace direct control ity the

working class. Direct control by the working class means

direct participation of workers in the solution of political,

economic, cultural, social and other problems inside and out-
gide the enterprise, in the whole life of the country. By means
of this control the working class makes its influence felt on
the people’s intelligentsia, the cooperativist peasantry, the
youth, and the administrative apparatus for the elimination of
all the blemishes of the old society and the implantation of
the proletarian ideclogy and morality. Direct control by the
-working class in all spheres of people’s activity is absclutely’
necessat'y for the preservation of the purity of the dictatorship
of the proletariat and its constant strengthening. .
Today direct contrel by the working class has a mass
character and is multi-form; it has been raised to a new, higher
degree. It has been iransformed. into a powerful movement
from below aimed at discovering ways and means for the
‘working class to exercise its supervision directly and every-
where, on everybody and everything. Worker conirol is on
constant ascent and being transformed from a narrow gonirol
through groups and commissions into a larger and more mas-
sive control, going over from peity problems to more impor-
tant problems, from action within the enterprise to action
outside it, from the practice of simple campaigns to a more
systematic activity, from ihe mere establishment of facts to
more active action for resolving problems, from a control
circumseribed within offices to public confrentations and

debate. from an action organized amd inspired from above to .

an action carried out on the initiative of the working class
itself. ' -

Worker control is exercised in the first place within each
enterprise, on all its activity, from that of the director fo
that of the less skilled worker. The workers work out the
plan of production, control its execution, promote the uninter-
rupted revolutiohization -of production. At trade-union meet-
ings the director of the enterprise renders account from fime
to time before the workers on various problems which have
to he sdlved for work to make progress. At the enterprise,
the worker. is not a mere pair of hands, he is above all &
‘political man interested in the success of work, and not only
in questions of-an economic order, but in all political, ideo~
logical, cultural and social problems; he is not interested in

s A
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trifles, but in the fundamental problems of work; he does not
‘confine himself o detecting shoricomings and failuves, buti
sees. to it that everything is remedied on time.

On the other hand, the working class does not limit its
activity within the walls of the enterprise. It does not consider
ite role of.leadership and control as limited to problems of
production, which weould mean sliding into economism, but
extends its operation to all spheres of activity, giving.priority
to politics. It sees to it that works goes on well everywhere,
that. its spirit prevails everywhere, that the whole life of the
couniry is pervaded by the Marxisi-Leninist ideology, the
ideology of its Party: This is best achieved through the large-
scale participation of the workers in the activity of state
organs, political, social and cultural organizations, through
their active participation in broad popular discussions, con-
ferences, consultations, meetings, scientific sessions, literary

‘and artistic conventions, inquires, ete.

Thanks to its experience, the working class iends an jm-
portant, effective and concrete support to the peasantry for
the organization of control from below.. Hence, as the class
in power, it exercises its control on the countryside, too. This
control is & means of socialist education of the ‘cooperativist
peasantry, serving to strengthen the alliance of. the working
class with the working peasaniry, to peduce the essential
distinctions between the city and the countryside, to consoli-
date cooperativist democracy even more. This confrol is
exercised in a spirit of comradeship and with the broad par-
ticipation of the mass of cooperativisis. Practice has produced
many forms of direct action and confrol by the working
¢lass in the countryside. Let us mention, among others, the
contribution. of the workers who have their families or live
themselves in the countryside, the cooperation between work
and production centres, on the one hand, and agricultural
cooperatives, on ithe other, the sending of workers and cadres -
to the countryside for a certain time, various mass actions

-and campaigns, ete.

The working class plays an equally major 'rble in the
field of education and culture. Worker control in this sector
assumes great importance for the education of the people’s

intelligentsia, for the struggle against manifestations of intel-

lectualism, techmocratism, place-geeking and mean ambition,
which are alien to the spirit of socialism, so that its creative
activity and work be pervaded by the ideology of the working
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class, the line of the Party. But this control also serves to
make the cadres and the intelligentsia even more aware of the
fact that it is the working class that is in power in Albania,
that is the leading force in the system of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, to make them even more conscious of their
. role and place in the service of the working class, of the cause
of socialism and the revolution.’ . '

Direct control by the working elass becomes the more
effective by the fact that the latter is becoming ever betler
aware that the strengtheming of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, the construction of socialism and communism, the

elimination of the danger of the emergence of revisionism .

and nrestoration of capitalism depend, in the final analysis,
on the leading role it plays in the society.

One of the features of worker control is that it knows
no lirhits and is exercised over everybody and everything,
that it ie therefore very comprehensive. All without exception
— cadres, organs, councils, administrations, commissions, or
workers, are subject to direct contral by the working class
because nobody, whether a leading cadre, civil servant, en-
_gineer, technician, squad leader, teacher, artist, worker, com-
munist, or other, is immune against bourgeois or peity-bour-
geois left-overs. So the idea that worker control is exercised
aver everybody by the working class as a whole and not by
some of its members alone, even over the workers themselves,
and that it proceeds from the ideology of the working class,
from ifs vital interests, is best expressed. i

ANl these forms of action illusirate the great and de-
cisive vanguard role played by the working class in Albania.
Conscious of its historic mission, the working class tries to
raise its level of political and ideological formation ever higher,
to assimilate Marxism-Leninism, the decisions of the Party
and the teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha ever better, to
imbue itself with the class ideclogy ever more deeply, to raise

'its revolutionary vigour and boldness.. «Our working class,»

says Comrade Enver Hoxha, «is in command and it has all
the means and all the possibilities to build a classless soclety,
to build socialism and communism. But to be able to carry
out these tasks, it must first temper itself, and then temper
 the masses according to its examples
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The cooperativist peasantry

Before Liberation the peasantry made up the overwhelm-
ing majority of the Albanian population. Certainly, it was
backward culturally but it preserved valuable revolutionary
traditions, which it had created during its ceaseless struggle
for freedom and land, against the oppression and exploitation
by the feudal landlords, the merchants, the money-lenders,
during its struggle against the former anti-popular regimes
and, above all, the foreign oppressors. Hence, it became

an essential source and the armed force of the National .-

Liberation War, the surest support of the working class
and the Commmumist Party of Albania, displaying a lofty
patriotism and heroism im the course of the struggle for
liberation. Only the rich peasaniry and the village notables,
in the hope of preserving their privileges, linked themselves

. with the traitor organizations of the bourgeoisie and landlords

and the foreign invaders, becoming their main support in
the countryside, : : : ' '
After Liberation, the peasantry, which until then had

- been a clags of dispersed small producers based on private

property, individual labour and primitive means of work,
a class exploited by the beys, aghas, kulaks, merchants and
money-lenders, transformed ifself into an entirely new class.
The peasantry in Albania is free of exploitation, its work and
resources  rest on cooperativist social property, collective
labour @and advanced means of work. In close alliance
with the working class and under its leadership, the working
peasantry ' takes an active part in the governing of the
socialist state. ‘ ' . :
The establishment of the people's state power in Albania
has put an end to the exploitation of the countryside by.
the town, to the skinning of the peasantry by the exploiting
classes. The town,” once the centre of -exploitation -of the
peasantry, has become today a centre of economic, political -
and cultural assistance for the countryside. The powerful .
assistance the town has- given the peasantry to liquidate
the beys, aghas and kulaks, as well as the tractors and
other farming machines it has systematically equipped the
agricultural cooperatives with, have strengthened the alliance
of the peasantry with the working class, its friendship with

it.
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Thanks to the socialist town, the countryside has been
provided with new and powerful means. The links of industry
with agriculture are being strengthened from day to day.
There is no trace of the former mistrust, indeed hostility the
couniryside nurtured against the town. The interests of the
workers and peasants converge on one common goal — the
strengthening of the sccialist reglme and the construction of
gocialism.

The new working condltmns created in. agricultural coo-

peratives, which are big socialist enterprises, have brought
about radieal transformations in the countrymde The darkness
and ignorance which reigned in the villages in the past were
dispelled for good. Today ali the peasant youth have at least

an eight-year education, with all young peasants having -

finished middle or higher schools,

The completion of collectivization as well as the uninter-
rupted development and sirengthening of the cooperativist
system have created new.social and material conditions which

have, in turn, brought about the transformation of the cons-.

ciousness of the peasaniry. The feeling of collective property
and labour, that is the spirit of socialist collectivity, has
- germinated and grown strong. The peasant, who formerly
pinned his hopes on his individual property and work, now
sees his future only in collective property and work. If at the
moment of the setting up of the cooperative the peasant tried
10 retain as much land as possible in his individual possession,
subsequently he reduced his indiyidual plot to the minimum;
in the fiture, when he is fully convinded that common property
is capable of meeting all his needs, he will give it up alto-
gether of his own free will, If, even yesterday, it dedicated
a good part of his attention and effort to his own individual
plot, today he devotes himself entirely to common property.
The same process took place in regard to the livestock raised
by the cooperativists in their individual stables. The feeling
of socialist collectivity is more and more pervading the cons-
ciousness of the cooperativists according to the principle «Al
for one, one for all», The revolutionary movement of the
cooperativists of the plains fo assist their fellow cooperativists
in the remote mountain regions with cadres. and materials,
as well as the voluntary exchange of workers for several
months between the cooperatives of the North and those
~of the South, were best evidence of this moral evolution. The
formation of new concepts is reflected in several fields of
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the everyday life and activity of the COOperatIVIStS -such

as education, culture, health service, way of Iife, social
problems, communal services, etc The collectivization of
agriculture has created large possibilities for the participation
of woman in social production and paved the road for her
economic and social emancipation in society and famlly
In this way, an uninterrupted revolution goes on in the
consciousness of the Albanian peasants.

On the basis of the successes achieved, new fasks are
posed: that of the ever deeper revolutionization of production

" and educalion, with the aim of reducing and then liguidating
- altogether the essential distinctions hetween the town and the

countryside; between industry and agriculture, between the
working class and the peasantry, as well as inegualities in
the development of the cooperatives of the plains and those
of the mountains; that of deepening the ideological and cul-
tural revolution by promoting revolutionary movements,
developing internal democracy and implementing the line
of the masses, stepping up the struggle against backward
customs; religious  beliels, conservatism, bureaucracy, etc,
and stepping up the process of socialization of the domestic
economy. :
. The comp]etmn of electrification in 1971, which is ac-
compained with the spread of the radio and t-e]rewsmn to the
remotest villages, as well as the utilization of electric appli-
ances in the process of production and in the domestic economy,
the further revolutionization of the school, the extension af
the road and telephone networlz {0 the remotest villages, etc.
have given a vigorous impulse to the improvement of the
material and secio-cultural life in the wsocialist countryside,

It i characteristic of the present situation in Albania that
‘both the peasants of the plains and those of the mouniains,

those who were the first to join the cooperatives and those
wheo did it later, are marching side by side on the same road.
Here must 'be stressed the great advance made in this direc-
tion by the cooperatives of the remote mountain areas, where
the fight against the feeling of private property and the
liquidation of the ecomomic and socio-cultural backwardness
are relatively more rapid than in the other areas. This is
explained by the fact that collectivization in these areas has
been realized in partlcular and far more favourable, condi-
tions.

Thus the activity of the people’s power, the assistance of
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the town and the working class, the -%tting up of large social-
ist farms are constantly changing the face ¢of our countryside
and . the mentality of the cooperativist. peasantry.

The unbreakable alliance. of the working
elass with the peasantry

The alliance of the working class with the peasantry is
a particular form of collaboration between the working clase
and the peasantry, under the leadership of the working class,
an alliance forged in the National Liberation War and the
struggle for gocial emancipation and the construction of social-
jem and communism in Albania. It is' the foundation on which
the people’s state power rests.

The alliance of the working class with the peasantry

is the supreme principle of the dictatorship of the prolefariat.
The fundamental interests of the working class coincide fully
with those of the peasaniry — both the one and the other
are interested in the disappearance of expleitation and the
construction of the socialist society. This is the foundation of
their- alliance. s :

The leading role in this alliance helongs to the working
class. The working class, with its party and its ideology, is

in a position to lead the whole life of the country, is just:

as inierested as the peasantdy in reducing the distinctions
between the town and the countryside, in establishing gocialist
relations in the countryside and perfecting them further,
strengthening even more the fraternal friendship uniting these
two classes.

The establishment of a correct felatiohship hetween the.

respective roles of the working class and the labouring peas-
antry is a question of fundamental importance for the
triumph of the revolution. and socialism. -

The measures taken by the people’s power for the
development of the countryside have brought the peasaniry
to. consider the dictatorship of the proletariat its own state
power, because it is the first state power which has fulfilled
its aspirations and centuries-old dreams, which has given
it the land and liberty, has pulled it out of misery and
. backwardness and guaranteed its rapid progress in all fields,

on the road to socialism. : :
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To the aid given by the working class and fo its concern
for the overall development of the countryside, the cooperati-
vist peasantry has responded by mobilizing itself ever better
at work and constantly increasing agricultural and livestock

yields, thus ever better fulfilling the needs of the workers

and industry for these products.
This has had -its effect on the ever increasing streng-

thening of the alliance of the peasaniry with the working class =

and the establishment of a powerful militant unily and a

-community of interests between thom. The totidl collectiviza-

lion of agriculture and the great work done for the strengthen-

" ing of cooperatives,.for the rapid development of agriculture

and the couniryside in general, under the slogan «Agriculture
is the concern of all-, have given a new content to the

relations between the town and the couniryside and raised -

these relations to a higher degree. In these eircumstances,
more favourable conditions have been created for the work-

‘ing .class to give larger and more all-round assistance to

the countryside. The working class, not only through its state,
but also directly, as the leading elass, is actively contribut-
ing to . the solution of problems of a political, ideological,
economic and cultural order, proper of the socialisi system

and regarding the countrlyside, _
- The movement to assist the countryside has taken many’
‘forms, One of them is that of the workers going voluntarily

to the remotest mountain regions in order to work and live
there with the peasants. With their example and their attitude
towards work they implant the proletarian ideology among
the peasants, combat petty-bourgeois, feudal, religious, and
patriarchal concepts, thus introducing a new style of work and
a new way of life into these relatively backward areas.

" The stréengthening of agricultural cooperatives, the expan-
sion of their production, the social and cultural development
of the countryside, the massive introduction of elements of
the urban way of life, like electric light, cinematography,
hearths of culture, shops, public services, small workshops,
ete. into the rural areas have greatly increased the need for
specialists in the countryside. In this direction too, the class
solidarity of the working class with the peasantry and its
assistance to the peasantry are very significant. Many coope-
rativists have been welcome guests {o thousands. of workers
of the town, where they have stayed two or three months
to learn- the skilis af electricians, tailors, turners, joiners, ete.
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.. The actions of the working class {0 come to the assistance
of agricultural cooperatives during major seasonal campaigns

. have, in particular, a marked iass character. Dozens ‘of.
- thousands of town workers go to agricultural cooperatives

"and, side by side with the cooperativists, work in the fields —
reaping, threshing, as.well as opening up new land, building
irrigation systems, ete. while their comrades, who have
remained in the factories or offices, charge ihemselves lo
complete their tasks. :

The scope of activity of the working class in the. coun-
tryside is very broad. A broad ideoclogical struggle is waged
there against individualism to strengthen collective prapertiy.
to create a socialist revolutionary attitude towards work., An
active struggle is also waged against lefi-overs of vain beliefs

"and backward customs to inculcate and consolidate the Matrx-
ist-Leninist world outlock, to bring about the adoption of new
.socialist hahits eonforming to. our time, to ensure the complete
emancipation of woman, etc. Going to the couniryside, the

workers take an active part in the ideological struggle through

the revolutionary example, vigour, initiative, spirit, and hero-
ism of their class and its lofty moral qualities. ‘
" All these forms of action have still more strengthened

the alliance of the working class with the cooperativist pea-

santry, thus consolidating the political base of the people’s
state power. -
The -alliance of the working class with the peasaniry is
“sanctioned in the new Constitution of the PSR of Albania.
The introduction to this Constitution reads: -In socialist Al-
bania, the working class is the leading class of the state and
the society. New relations of mutual assistance and coopera-
tion have been established between the two friendly classes
of our society — the working class and the cooperativist peas-
antry, as well as the siratum of the people’s intelligenfsia.
Article 2 of the Constitution reads: '

«The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is a state of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which expresses and de-
fends the inferests of all the working people.

«The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is based on
the unity of the people round the Party of Labour of Albania
and it has‘'as its foundation the alliance of the working class
with the cooperativist peasaniry under the leadership of the
working class»

~r

The people’s intelligentsia

The intelligentsia in Albania does mot constitule a class
apart. In fact, most of it is derived directly from the working
class and the labouring peasantry and does not occupy &
place apart in social production. Before Liberation, most of
the few existing intellectuals were in the service of the
ruling classes to help them enrich themselves and strengthen
their hold over the state. And this could not be otherwise,

as the overwhelming majority of the intellectuals came from
the riling classes of the country. '

The people’s revolution divided the intelligentsia into
two camps: a number of intellectuals lined themselves up
with the foreign occupiers and the local traitors, but their
overwhelming majority joined the working people in their
difficult struggle for the liberation of the country, and then

" for the construction of socialism,

However, this part of the former intelligenisia which.
chose the road of the revolution was very small numerically.

'For the tasks of the building of the country to be carried out,

a new people’s intelligentsia, an army of scientists, engineers,
chemists, teachers, writers, artists, ete, had to be created. And
it was precisely this intelligentsia that the working class and
the cooperativist peasantry produced from their ranks; it was
educated by the Party in a revolutionary spirit and it never
ceased to make its contribution to the cause of the construc-
tion of the new society.

 The revolutiondry intelligentsia does not know of exploita-
tion, it serves.the working people, the cause of socialism,

. and all the possibilities have been created for it to apply its

knowledge profitably. _

The people’s state power has given primary importance
to the formation of cadres. In 1939 Albania had only 380
cadres of higher training and about 2,000 cadres of medium

. training, of which 1,600 {eachers, while today there are 47,600

cadres of higher and 131,500 cadres of medium and professional
traininig, and higher training come out of the Albanian uni-
versities each year.*Our inslitutes of higher education train
cadres of different branches, according to the needs of the
country., - :

The intelligentsia has alwalys been the object of high

‘appreciation in Albania, It plays an important. role in the
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successiu]l development of the process of the complete con-
struction of socialist society. Without its participation, this
process cannot be carried forward successfully, Tts world out-
look, its objectives and its interests determine its links with
the worﬂnng class and the labouring peasantry.

Still, if the people’s intelligentsia is. the mtelhgentsw. of
a soc1ahst society, it is not immune against the influences
of the bourgeois ideology. These influences threaten to engen-
der intellectualist concepis and stands, which may be expres-
sed in the tendency of the iniellectual to isolate himself from

the masses, to separate theory from practlce from life, from

the problems of the construction of socialism, to overlook the
role and experience of the masses, to overestimabte the role
~of intellectual work and those who devote themselves 1o it, and
to look down on manual work and those engaged in it. Thus
in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, particular at-

tention is devoted to the education and moulding of the peo-

ple’s intelligentsia.

In the crucible of work

One of the more important aspects of the socialist rela-
tions of production is the establishment of a correct relation-

ship between leaders and mases in all the f1elds of life and

aclivity.

Historical experience and everyda'y practice have clearly
demonstrated that in the capitalist society the existence of
coniradictions between the working masses, on the one hand,
and the leading cadres, on the other, .is 1nev1tarble but thlS
contradiction exists in the socialist society as well. But while
in the capitalist society this contradiction assumes an anta-
gonistic character, it is a contradiction in the ranks of the
people, for the cadres serve the -interests of the working
masses, and the relationship between cadres and masses is
built on the basis of friendly and fraternal collaboration and
not on the basis of exploitation, as in the capitalist society.
It must be stressed, however, that even in the socialist erder,
if: the contradiction between the cadres and the masses iz not
resolved on the correct road, -it transforms itself ineluctably
from a non-antagonistic contradiction in the ranks of the
people into an antagonistie, hostile, irreductible contradiction,
and the cadres begin to oppose themselves to the masses, to
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oppose themselves to thelr interests, turning gradually into

exploiters of the latter, and thereby the socialist relations of
produciion are turned into relations between exploiters and
explmrted, in other words, into capitalist relations. This is
what is occurring in the tevisionist countries today.

A whole number of measures has been taken in.order
to prevent the bureaucratization of the intelligentsia. Such
are, among others, rotation of cadres irom leading posts 1o
the base, and from administration to production, and vice-
versa, promotion of many production workers, especially
el_ements from the working class, to leading organs, lowering
of higher wages and harmonization of the standard of living

-of the cadres with that of the masscs, deepening of the line

of the masses in the distribution of cadres, strengthening of
the Marxist-Leninist ideo-political education of the cadres and
the - struggle agminst manifesiations of technocratism, etc.
Meanwhile, the main measure which prevents the cadres from
isolating themselves from the masses, from. counter-posing
themselves ‘to them, from transforming themselves from . the
servants of the people, as they should be, into their rulers,
consists in their direct participation in production weork.

In the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, regular
participation, to a determined degree, in direct production
work of all the cadres of the adminisiration, of the state ap-
paratus and organs, the economy, the Party, and social orga-
nizations, of the army, state enterprises and agricultural co-
operatives, and the intelligemtsia, with the exceplion of those
aged or impaired by their state of health or physically dis-
abled, has been raised 1o & norm of social life. When doing
physical work, the brigade or section leader, the engineer or
director, the accountant or the manager, whoever they may
be, work side by side with the workers, and do not distinguish
themselves from them. .

A number of important initiatives have been taken in
this direction by the cadres and the intelligentsia. They have
met with broad support all over the country and have heen
transformed into a powerful revolutionary mass movement.

«These commendable initiatives,» says  Comrade
Enver Hoxha, «proceed from a high 1deolog1ca1 and political

" awareness, because those who take them up and carry them

out merge with the masses, reduce the gap between mental
and manual work. ., These initiatives revolutionize even more

. concepts on leading work, establish norms of a profound
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revolutionary Marxist-Leninist content on these guestions...» .

' & - dirty their shoes
«The cadres must roll up their sleeves and i

;rx o?*der to see not only from above but a}:s‘o from bhelow h;i;e
problems, needs and tasks of everybody, in order to shake

off all left-overs of bureaucracy, all presumption and ar- .

- the malady of commandeering and favouritism, W—hveh
ﬁ? ?f’tcn affect t}{ose who, vested with power, think of 1;}}1:_311;1’1—
selves as being the onlyi (mei capable of cﬁt;?ﬁ; everything,
mg indigpensable for the progress ko _
= b%?rgtié%atgi of the leading cadres and all the mtel]ectuaﬁ
_in direct production work represents an aspect of ourf' scwn:ﬁ1 !
life of high value of principle, of vital importance Ior |
' f socialism. . . _
cause‘P;rticipation of the intelligentsia in - production fwork
gerves the establishment, defence 'and perfectioning fo- %;9;—_
nuinely socialist relations in our society, the creah;;n Od 3\; grk—
rect relationship between legcﬁlg Cad;i:y:ﬁe the broad ° .
i »q of the town and the cou C '
: e ir;:ﬁ:i?:ipation-of the leading cadres am_i intellectuals 111;
production work represents an important p_mblem of Ermc;lz‘e :
 also because it coniributes to the_strengthenqng of t t‘i m rel
and political unity of the people In the struggle for 'etﬁeo-
struction of socialism; it prevents discrepancies be_tween theo”
ry and practice and is a new, concrete and effective roai or
the progressive reduction of contrasts between menuval al

mental labour.

Chapter 'fi've

FEATURES OF A NEW ETHIC

There are phenomeéna which cannot be calculated or ex-«
pressed in figures. The features of the new- ethic established
in Albania are precisely among those phenomena.

In the past there were many kinds of ethics — feudal, pa-
triarchal and bourgeois, coexisting in the country. Sanctioned
by the religious ideology, they were widespread and had
struck deep roots among the verious strata of the working
people. They engendered retrogressive and reactionary con-
cepts, traditions and customs, conservative and patriarchal

norms of life. Their impact was such that even today, when

the socio-economic base which gave them birth and fostered
them has been overturned, they are siill active and now and
then make themselves felt in the life of the working masses.
But in spite of all this and at the same time with the crea-
tion of a nmew, socialist world, a new man imbued with a high
revolutionary spirit and ready to accomplish heroie feats. and .
make any sacrifice for the Homeland and socialism, has been
formed. The main characteristics of our new man are his
spirit of collectivity, his socialist patriotism and international-
ism, his new attitude towards work and socialist property.
The creation of the collective spifit s one of the major
achievements of our people’s revolution. :

At a timé when in a world based on savage competition .
and fierce struggle for existence, all means of enrichment are
permissible and the principles} «Homo homini Iupus> and
«Everybody for himseli» reigrﬂ_supreme, the principles pre-
vailing in the socialist order are totally - different. Thus in
Albania the well-being of each depends on the well-being. of

12~ 17 A
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all, the interests of all are placed on the same plane, relations
of friendly mutual aid and comradely collaboration are every=-
day phenomena. In their mutual relations people act according
io the motto «One for all, and all for one.s

The collective spirit underlies the militant unity of people
animated by the same ideals and tending to the same goal.
But the higher the goal the more powerful unity and the
militant spirit become, The goal of the socialist society In

the PSR of Albania is the construction of socialism, and then

communism. This lofty goal unites the Albanians fo a man,
makes them invincible.

The strength of man in the People’s Socialist Republic -

of Albania rests on his links with the collective. Outside the

socialist society there exists no happiness for the individual,

.On November 30, 1967 a poweriul earthquake struck the
districts of Dibra and Librazhd. About 3,500 houses were com-
pletely destroyed or made uninhabitable, 41 schools and many
social and cultural buildings were gravely damaged. In total,
5,865 buildings were destroyed or damaged. .

But the Party and the Government stood by the side of
the earthquake viciims' right at the first moment; the whole

Albanian people responded to the call with the high sentiment

of patriofism and revolutionary solidarity which always cha-
racterizes them. The Party and Government decided that all
the buildings destroyed or damaged by the earthquake would
be rebuilt or repaired before the end of December 1967, that
is in one month, and that all expenditure for this work would
be met by the state. As well as this, the state gave immediate
material aid to the more gravely affected families, Thousands
of workers and specialists from all the regions of Albania
formed brigades of volunieers and went to the quake-stricken
tegions to give them their fraternal aid. As a result, dif-
_ ficulties were overcome and -the workers of those districts

continued, together with the rest of our people, their siruggle
for the building of socialism. - :

The leaders of the Party and the state Comrades
Enver Hoxha, First Secretary of the Central Commitice of the
Party of Labour, Haxhi Lleshi, President of the Presidium
of the People’s Assembly, and other leaders of the Party
and state weni to the spot to express their sympathy with
the victims and discuss the measures to be taken by the
organs of the peoples’ power. : : '

Struggling against the bitler cold and the deep snow, the
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brave and’ patridtic_ population of the Dibra and -Librazhd
regions, supported by thousands of volunteers who had come
from all the corners of the country, worked with heroism and

rebuilt or repaired their homes ahead of the schedule sef by

governinent decision. - . :
© If the earthquake wrecked the buildings, it could do

nothing to the great heart of our man moulded by the Party.

1ife in socialist Albania is such that, like a huge family, all
feel each other’s joys and sorrows, The whole of Albania rose
to the assistance of the quake-stricken areas. More than 19,400
people, of whom 5,283 specialists, took part in reconstruction
work, doing a total of 388,500 working days. About 3,200,000

bricks, 1,190,000 tiles, 36,000 square metres of tarred card-

board, 24,000 square meires of pressed fibre plates, 16,000

square metres of asbestos-cement plates, 24 000 square metres’
" of plates of compressed wood shavings, 3,500 square metres
© - of agglomerated panels, 9,400 square metres of glass sheets,

95 tons of nails, 1,530 tons of limestone, 925 tons of cement,
thousands of cubic metres of wood, 3,640 window and door
frames, 6,070 concrete beams, 800 iron clamps, 65 pre-fa-
bricated houses, 10,000 square metres of plastic sheefs, as
well as 1,300 vehicles, 42 tractors were dispatched to the

~ quake-ravaged areas.

Two vears later, in April 1969, the same- caiamity struck
the distriets of Fier, Tepelena, Vlora, Berat, Skrapar and

. Parmet. There, too, the damage was considerable. Once again,

all .rose to the assistance of the earthquake victims. The same
as in November 1967, thousands of volunteers rushed
from all the corners of the country to these districts to work
there side by side with their brothers and sisters, victims of

the digaster, and eliminate the consequences of the earthquake

as soon as possible. Thousands of others decided of their free

will to produce the materials necessary for the reconstruction -

of the affected areas. The same solidarity and heroism were
displayed after the earthquake which struck a region of the
Saranda district in December 1975, -
In’ April 1979 an eight point-strong earthquake strick
the northern districts of the PSR of Albania, resulting in great
loss. of life and disastrous material damage. By decision of
the CC of the PLA and the Council of Ministers of the PSR
of Albania immediate measures were taken to eliminate the

consequences of this calamity within November 1, 1879.

However, within the space of § months 14,522 houses and
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economic and socio-cultural objects were repaired; -another
2,441 houses and flats as well as 165 economic and - socio-cul-
tural objects were built anew; 47 kilometres of power lines
and 44 kilometres of water pipes were reconstructed. A volume
of building work ‘worth 150 million leks was carried out and
all the eatthquake vietims — about 100,000 people, ‘moved
into new or repaired houses, with all expendifure being de-
frayed by the state. The new dwellings were handed over
to the earthquake victims as their personal property. All this
great and expensive work was carried out with our own forces
and means, without asking other countries for -help.

In this case, too, the principle of voluntariness, a feature
characteristic of communist work which has by now become
traditional in our socialist Albania, expressed itself with great
force. No sooner had the Party issued its call than everybody
rose to his feet and rushed to the assistance of the quake-
ravaged areas, so much so that the Government and the Cen-
tral Commission for the elimination of the consequences of
the earthquake had to lay downm sirict norms and rules for
the volunteers who were leaving from all over the country
for the affected areas, otherwise the whole of Albania would

have assembled there. There were ten times more applications:

to go to the Shkodra and Lezha districts than it was neces-
sary. , N

yThe militant spirit of collectivity does not manifest itself
only in difficult days. It is a permanent phenomenon of
Albanian life. In 1967, the cooperativists of the Myzeqe plain,
who have reached a relatively high level of production,
decided to assist the remote mountain regions by sending 1o

" them a number of heifers and sheep and goats,

The initiative of the cooperativists of the Myzeqe plain

found an immediate response among all the cooperativists of
the country. It spread with lightening speed from the south -
_to the north of the country. This is another major patriofic

action which illustrates the great principle, «One for all and
-all . for ones. : ) _—

For the Albanian people there are no higher interests
than those of the whole society, of the whole people. In
socialist Albania the concept «my life, my well-being» is more
and more being pushed aside by the concept «our life, our
well-being~ The ceaseless struggle to eliminate discrepancies
in the life of the country is taking a concrete shape in all
fields. Love and true friendship of citizens, close links between
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villages  and towns, between the plains and the mountains,
between North and South — these are the results achieved
thanks to the steel unity of the Albanian people around their
Party. -

Another important link in the chain of initiatives which

prove the vitality of the socialist collective "spirit are the -

mass actions converged on one target which were started on

December 14, 1969. That day 12,000 working people of the -

Dibra district set about work on & long line to dig a 17 kilo-
metre-long irrigation canal. About 42,000 cubic metres of
earth were shifted and the canal was completed in 8 hours.
~ In this action participated peasants and townspecple,
men and women of all ages and professions, united by one
common goal: the rapid development of agriculture which
in Albania is the concern of the whole people. )
The mass acticn of the Dibra distriet served as an
example for the entire country. In hundreds and thousands,
the workers of Tirana, Durrés, Gjirokastra, Puka, Kukés, Be-
rat, Vlora, of the whole Albania, followed suit by organizing
stmilar actions, and even on a larger scale, with more mas-
sive participations and with tighter schedules. The strength
of hundreds of thousands of joined hands has made itself
felt in all the cormers of the country, it has criss-crossed it

with canals of dozens of kilometres, has covered it with mil-
lions of fruit trees, with terraces which rise in tiers on all = '

the hills of the Albanian coast. Everyday and every hour the
map of Albania ijs changed by the skilful hands of its people:
In many areas of the country winter months are utilized
for intensive work in opening up new land. Large numbers
of workers are engaged in planting fruit trees. The press has
frequent reports about vast areas planted fo olives, orange,
pear and apple frees. _ ' _ -
- Mass actions converged on one target, which are intended

to resolve diverse problems of the economic and ecultural -

development of the country, have spread to all villages and
work sites. The spark kindled in the Dibra district has been
transformed into a huge revolutionary flame which has set
the entire country ablaze. ' -

The new man in Albania is being moulded according to
the lofty principles of socialist humanism. Humanism, of
course, is a term which was also used in the past, but in
Albania true humanism, socialist humanism, was born at the
same time as the Party. It displayed itself in the course of
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the partisan struggle, of the war for liberty, and grew strong-
er and stronger band in hand with the growth of the Repu-
blic, of the new man. And this humanism, - as Comrade
. Enver Hoxha teaches us, « ., is becoming a mass phenomenon
with each passing day. The ardent love of man for the work-
ing man is the essential characteristic of our sociglist society.
All that is done in our country through common social work

has one noble goal — the defence of the Homeland, of the

liberty of the people, the well-being of man, his happiness and
moral beauty. o -

There are many examples of this humanism. Such is,
among others, the noble action of 40 workers of different
ages of the MTS of the Tirana district. Gene Osmani, a boy
‘of 16 years, worked as an apprentice at the MTS of Tirana.

He had more than half of his body burnt in an accident,

His life was in danger. His comrades were quick to give him
first aid and carry him o the hospital. An operation of
plastic surgery was needed. No sooner had his comrades been
informed of it than they eame together and decided to donate
patches of their skin to save the boy’s life. This was a clear,
typical manifestation of socialist solidarity, of the spirit of
sacrifice and self-denial of the Albanian man. These senti-
ments have not devéloped by chance. In the struggle for the

" strengthening of the Homeland, in the years when ceaseless

difficulties had to be surmounted, the people of our ¢ountry
have developed an ardent love for one another, for the Home-
land and liberty, sentiments which are indivisible components
of communist morality, These powerful seniiments prompt

our people to lofty examples -of socialist humanism at all -

_ times and in all situations. .

The lofty humanism of the workers of the MTS of Ti-
rana became a source of inspiration for the working masses
~of the capital. It was accompanied by acts of the same kind —
‘mass blood donations for the needs of health instifutions. The
“jrade-union organization of the state zootechnical enterprise
was the first fo take this initiative. The same readiness was

- displayed by hundreds of workers of other enterprises, in

particular the Ali Kelmendi food-processing combine, the
state fur-making enterprise, the MTS, the maternity home,
" etc. Thus an act of socialist humanism is followed by others,
‘and from individual - persons this humanism spreads and
envelops the large masses. Their aim is to assist their com-
rades in need, those who want to participate, in the struggle
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for the building of the new life. And our people have always

heen unsparing with their assistance to their comrades, even
at the cost of their lives. This is what cccurred, to mention
only one case, with the eleven heroes of sociglist labour of
Balra. Tn a raging snowstorm they met their death looking
for a lost comrade. : '

ATl those are examples which prove that the lofty feeling .
of socialist humanism is widespread among the masses of our
people. :

~The new man in the PSR of Albania places general in-

terest above everything.

This is one of the essential guafantees for the march of -

. Albania towards socizlism and communism.

In the socialist system, there are three kinds of interests:
general interést, collective or group interest, and personal
ihterest. Tn the Albanian society these interests are dialectical-
ly inter-connected. General interest comprises both collective.

and, personal interest and is the basis on which they develop.

Soctalism does not negate personal interest, its existence is
an objective phenomenon. But the important is that fulfil-
ment of this interest should not be in apposition to’ general
interest. In ~Albania, exploitation of man by man and,

along with it the basis on which it rests, have been abolished,.

and there is no objective reason for personal interest to be
opposed to general interest. So the premises have heen created
for a. correct harmonization and combination of general in-
tevest with individual interest. This is also reflected in an
economic policy which is aimed at a just sharing of social
oroduction, a just distribution and redistribution of the na-
tional income. ) _
" The harmonization of these different kinds of interests
and the resolution of the contradictions onposing them to
each other is always done on the basis of the priority of
general interest over collective or personal interest, of the sub-
ordination “of personal interest to general interest. -This is
a principle emanating from the very nature of soclalism and
characterizing the entire life of the country. Application "of
this principle enables a more correct combination of personal
interest with general interest, of immediate interest with long-
term interest in order to ensure a constant improvement of
the well-being of the working people. '
In the present stage, the Party of Labour of Albania has

‘stepped up the struggle in this direction, by combining the



g

184 . PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

jideological education of the masses with their practical revolu-

- tionary activity.

The relationship between these different types of interests
in the socialist order also determines the relationship between

material and moral incentives. Material incentives for the

working people represent a form of action to promote produc-
tion, to distribute the objects of consumption according to

the work done by each and {0 make the improvement of the
well-being dependent on the labour of the working people:

At the same time, they are used as an important. means for
the education of the masses with a socialist attitude towards
work, for their active mobilization in the construction of the
socialist society. _ . . -

" Inceniives of a new type, moral incentives, algo appear
in the soclalist society., The moral incentive prompts the
workers to toil in the interest of the society, to constamtly
develop their thought, their energies and their creative talent

for the good of the people. In socialist Albania, the workers.

and peasants work and produce for themselves, for their own
and their children’s happiness, as well as the prosperity of

" the entire society. So it iz their consciousness, first of .all,

that prompts them to fulfil their tasks. That is why moral
incentives occupy first placd, go before material incentives.

Evidence of this are the many examples of heroism at
work, the vigorous development of the movement for invén-
tions and ratiomalizations, the initiatives of the workers to
renounce many additional remunerations. Of more than- a

" hundred forms of material incentives formerly practised, only

a very small number has remained, and this great reduction
is due to the initiative of the workers themselves. At the

.same time, it must be stressed that, despite this reduction,

inventions and rationalizations have proliferated, which shows

that in our socialist -society moral incentives are stronger

than material incentives. : _ o
The moral incentive is a factor which strengthens the

 features of communist moratity among the workers, without

which the socialist society cannot advance.

The priority given to™ moral incentives over material

incentives does not exclude the latter. On the contrary, they
‘are combined with each other. Parallel with moral incentives,
material incentives, ih other words, remunerations according
to quantity and quality of work done, are also perfected, In
the present stage, this perfecting of material incentives is
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intended to link them better with the quality of work, com- .
bining them with the raising of the consciousness of .the
workers and their socialist attitude towards work. :
Every man loves his couniry. But the man of socialist
Albania has a rhuch larger conception of the Homeland. To -
him Albania is not only the country where he and his fore-
fathers have been born, but also the land of socialism, where
the workers have seen their dreams of free work, equality
and social justice, realized. '
_ The main feature of socialist pairiotism is its active cha-
racter. The love of country prompts the Albanian people te
produce new creative works, to perform acts of ever higher
patriotism. Patriotism is a source of mass heroism.
With the birth of the Communist Party of Albania the -
heroism of the people, which is fostered by their sentiment
of patriotism, has assumed a new character. In this period
one has seen the emergence of a pafriotism inspired by new
ideals, of a profound social content. - _ '
: The heroic patriotism of the masses has continued after
Liberation, int the battles for the reconstruction of the country
and the construction of secialism, Struggling through furious
storms, coping with complicated and diffieult situations, under
the leadership of their tested guide, the Party of Labour of
Albania, the Albanian people have displayed a heroism which
has enabled them to score brilliant victories in the course
of the recent decades. o _
In the struggle for the construection of socialism, the
herolsm of the masses has become ever broader and deeper,
as emanating from the very nature of the economic and secial
system under which. the people are in power, under which
" they are the masters of their destinies and lead and direct
the whole life of the country. .
Patriotism is closely linked with revolutionary vigilance.
With exemplary readiness, firmness and military discipline,
with a high sense of the sacred duty develving upon them
for the defence of the Homeland and the victories of social-
ism, an essential not only political but also moral duty, the
Albanian people are taking all the necessary measures to
strengthen their combat readiness in order that even the
most  perfidious enemy eannot take them unawares.

The revolutionary vigilance of our people manifests itself
in their readiness to defend national independence, in their
struggle to expose the class enemy, in their intransigence
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towards manifestations  of the bourgeois and revigionist ide-
ology and left-overs of the past, in their stand towards any
violation of socialist legality and moral norms.

The loyalty of our people to the cause of the Homeland,
the cause of the revolution and socialism is closely inter-
connected. The loyalty to Marxism-Leninism, to" the noble
. ideals of communism, one of the primary requlrements of
- communist morality, is apparent in all the activities of the
Albanian people.

Socialist patrictism is intimately linked with internatio-
nalism. Conceptions of bourgeois nationalism, revisionism, etc.
_are -alien {o our new man. He respects all the progressive
working people of other countries and is in solidarity with
them. .One of the essential characteristics of communist mo-
rality is, among other things, the attitude towards waork.
Under the socialist system, work is the fundamental measure
of man’s worth, Neither riches nor origin determine the
position of man in our society. This posmon is determined
‘by the work he does.

_The -shock workers of five-year plans, the heroes of so-
- cialist labour, the laureates of national prizes are the most
- respected figures of the Albanian society.

Socialism and work are indivisible.

Conscience at work is one of the main features of our
new man. It is at work that the consciousness and moral unity
of our people are tempered. Our people are guided by the .
noble aim of raising the standard of living of the society as
a whole. Socialist emulation has as its first motto: to assist
the laggards, to reach the advanced, and it stnnulates the

© general increase of product:on

The . advanced: worker is not content with overfulfallmg
production norms himself, but is also interested in the way
his comrades, other sections, other enterprises, etc. do their
work. _

Every worker has an interest in the widest possible ap-
plication of recent technical innovations. Without exchange

of advanced experience, without propagatmn .of the successes

of miodern technology, no Progress is possible,
The socialist state holds in high esteem the advanced
workers, honours and respects all those who do not spare
~ their efforts for the construction. of the new Albania.
The Albanian workers see the meaning of their life in
the utility of their work 4o the society, to socialism, in the
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value their work and creative activity have for the people,
for the socialist homeland, for the prosperity of Albania. This
lofty goal cannot be achieved without eourageous struggle.
Many and significant examples illustrate this.

In October 1967, a brave girl of the Northern mountains,
Shkurte Pal Vata, fell carrying out her task in the bmgades
of voluntary work for the construction of the Rrogozhina-
Fier railroad. This is what the father of Shkurte wrote to
Comrade Enver Hoxha on the day when the dead body of his

‘daughter was brought to him: «Iere we have held council

again among us. Shkurte was with us. And we have decided
to follow in her footsteps. Her place in the railway construc-
tion site is vacant. I, Pal Vata, her father, and Katrina, her
consim, are going to occupy it. I regret, Comrade Enver, that
my sons are still too young to accompany me. But when they
grow up, rest assured-that; just as Shkurte, they will be the
first to respond to the call of the Party, at all times and in all
places.»

This heroic act aroused an unexampled revolutionary drive -
all over the country. Dozens of thousands of young men and

women from the mountaing and the plains, from the cities -

and villages, peasants with only primary school certificates,
engineers, economists, young artists or constructors of pre-
cision instruments, even pensioners expressed their desire to
take the place of the girl. New brigades of volunteers set
out towards the railway building site. But not everyone who
wished could get there, the work front being tooc narrow
compared -to the great number of volunteers. So what had
to be done? People said to themselves; «Everyone should -
multiply his efforts on his own front of work in honour of
Shkurte, fo pay tribute to her deed, to fulfil her last will,
to honour her memory.»

Here is another example of the new attitude of our
pebple towards worle. As a result of an accident, Nuredin
Hoxha, a .young man of hardly 18 years of age, had both
his legs amputatéd. However, the misfortune matured him,
gave him the judgement of a fully growr-up man. «What
can I do?» he asked himself. He answered: «For the time
being I ¢an breathe, eat, drink... Is this enough for a human
being? Man musi necessarily have something to look forward
to, otherwise life would be meaningless for him!» This mono-
logue could either plunge him inio despair or, on the contrary,
urge him to try a fresh start in life. Nuredin chose the
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second road, For- one whole month he trained on his arti-
. ficial limbs on the rocky river-bed of Zaranika, near his -
. native town of Elbasan, and did not rest until he learned how

to walk. Then, on one fine morning he went to the pensions
office, handed over his invalid cerfificate and curtly said:
«I do not want to be comsidered an invalid... T want to

- work -

He was offered to run a httle cigarette shop, as well as

other jobs generally assigned: to invalids, but he chose to

work in such a place as to be linked with the everyday strug-
gle, with its excitement and preoccupations.
He did not content himself with accomplishing his daily

-task. He wanted to do more. He applied some new things to

his work. One need not go through files or refer oneself to
the newspapers to have an idea of his achievements. Everyone

-working at the state building enterprise of ¥lbasan can speak

about them at length.

.Once, while walking on his stick past the section of
construction materials, he saw dozens of women engaged in
polishing wall tiles. It was a toilsome labour of low produc-
tivity. That day Nuredin spent many hours in. his workshop
and as he came out he had sketched a device capable of carry-

.ing out these oqperatlons which were done by hand until

then.

Today his name is linked with a whole series of innova-~

tions.
And there are dozens and hundreds of examples of this

‘kind which illustrate the new, self-denying .attitude of the

Albanians towards work, their determination to spare nothing,
even their lives, for the good of the people and the Home-
land. They have an educative value for the broad people's
masses and inspire them in their evervday activity.

Another feature of the new man. in the PSR ,of Albania
is his attitude towards socialist property as the intangible
base of the socialist system, his struggle {o protect it as the
apple of the eye, to strengthen and expand it incessantly.
Alien attitudes are manifestations of the psychology of private
property, which has struck deep roots inh the consciousness of
man in the centuries. The imperialists and reactionary ele-
ments iry to avail themselves of the psychology of private
property in order o undermine socialist” property, the mate-
rial base of the socialist order. That is why in the PSR of

Albania a resolute struggle is waged against misuse and
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embezzlement of socialist property, its degradation, waste and
mismanagement, against incomplete ufilization of productive

- capacifies and concealment of reserves. This struggle has .

resulted in the raising of the consciousness of the working

~ people and their mobilization to a higher degree, and in the

expansion of social property, the essential base for the impro-
vement of the well-being of the people. So much so that there
are many people who have laid down their hves to protect

this ‘patritmony.

Such, among others, were Adem EReka, Muhamet Shehu
and Myrteza Kepi, Isuf Emm Plloci, Zeliha Alimeta and Ilia

* Dashi.

-On November 1966, a storm was raging on the Adriatic.
The high waves threatened to sink the floating crane on
which Adem Reka worked. Although he had ended his night
shift, he rushed to the assistance of his comrades in the early
hours of the morning, aware of the danger menacing people’s
property. Four hours in sucecession he and his comrades strug-
gled against the unleashed waves to rescue the crane, and
Adem Reka was killed in the furious fight with the blind
elements of nature,

On Fébruary 15, 1967 Muhamet Shehu and Myrteza Kepi
[aid down their llves in defence of people’s property. That
day, as a result of a leaking tube in the heating furnace a
violent fire burst out at the pumping station of Linas. .The
engincer Muhamet Shehu and the young technician Myrieza
Kepi, who had worked on the construction of the station,
rushed through the fire to salvage the property of the people.

_ With his garments on fire, Muhamet went on unperturbed with

his work, Under his direction the workers of the pumping

* station averted the danger. Myrteza Kepi, too, displayed heroic

abnegation. Both fell on their post of duty, fighting to salvage
socialist property, and they have become brilliant examples
for all workers of the couniry in the accompllsmnent of thelr'
tasks.

In November 1969, another hero, Isuf Emin Pllogi 1a1d
down his life struggling for the protection of socialist pro-
periy. A forester at’ Marfanesh, he was alone when a -violent

. fire burst out, He struggled against a sea of flames to cir-

cumseribe the disaster, cutting the flaming branches with his
axe, jumping from-one pine tree to the other, dlggmg ditehes
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his burnt hands and his garments on fire, he went on with

his struggle for a long time. Only after he could no longer
control his hands and his body was covered with grave burns

did he go away, but not to the hospital, but to his comrades -

and warn them of the forest fire. Making light of his suf-

- fering, he ran for long minutes. He thought only of saving -

. his forest. And he accomplished his task as a cominunist.
Those are some examples characterizing the moral quali-
ties of the working mases, created under the people’s state
power in the siruggle for the comstruction of socialism -in
Albania. These examples represent a powerful means of edu-
cation of the masses with the prmmples and norms of com-
munist morality. .

Part three

THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM
OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA




Chapter one

BETWEEN TWO EPOCHS

¢

'Owne;ship |

" To 'determine the gocial regime of a state one must answer

certain questions: who owns the means of production and the
natural resources of the country, how is production organized,

to whom do the products of labeur go, fo. what social: groups
or classes do the pecple who comprise the leadership of the
gtate belong, how do the people live and whart are’ the rela—
tions ‘hetween them?

Every social’ system is based on its own form of ownei-
ship of the means of production. This form of ownership
determines the relations of people in production and the mode
of - distribution of the products of labour. It exercises-a’de-
cisive influence on the whole structure of society and all 1ts
1nsb1tut10ns, from the state down 1o the family. . -

Wherever private ownership reigns, a handful of “blg prﬁ*
pmetors cruelly exploit the vast majority of the working peo-
ple. This is what occurs today -in all the couniries Wwhere ca-
pital rules and this is what uccurred m Albama before Ll.be-—
ration. . .

“In 1933 Albanian. mdustry whlch c0n51sted of some smaI]
factories and workshops and the existing mines as well as
the banks were all privately owned. As a result of the «open
door~ policy practised by the feudal-bourgeois regime of Zog
thes wealth 6f the “country - was .repidly concentrated 'in_ the
hands of foreigh capitalists, mamly Ttalians. Suffice it to! say
that in 1938 Italian investments- in- Albania amounted to 280
milliore gold francs, ten times the total of the budget of ‘the .

13 — 117 A
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Albanian state. Consequently, 75 per cent of the industrial

. enterprises at that time were owned by foreign capital, 23

per cent by joint companies and 2 per cent by the national
bourgeoisie. - _
Seven big feudal families, representing 0.006 per cent
of the total number of rural families, held 14,554 hectares
of land, or 3.70 per cent of the total arable land. The wealthy
landowners, 4,713 families, or 3.03¢ per ceni of the total
number of families of the country, held 91,133 hectares, or
93.16 per cent of the arable land. On the other hand, the
Albanian state of that period was also a big feudal proprietor:
it owned 50,000 hectares, or 12.71 per cent of the land, which
it exploited by means of the feudal system. The poor and
middle peasants, comprising 128,961 families, or §3.0b per

cent of the toial number of peasant families, held. 237,668 -

hectares or 60.43 per cent of the land, approximately 1,8 hec-
tares per family, while the 21,544 families, which owned no

land at all, worked as share-croppers on the land of the feu-

dals, landed proprictors of the state, handing over to them a
third or half of the agricultural produce. ..
Internal and foreign trade was concentrated in the hands

 of 50 big merchants.

Al these facts show that before Liberation, ‘Albania. was
still between two historical epochs, the epoch of feudalism
which was declining and the epoch of emerging capitalism.

The people’s state power which emerged from the Na-
tional Iiberation War could not be based on this economic
structure. This structure had to be abolished and the socialist
collective ownership which would respond to the regime in

- power and to the interests of the working masses of town

and countryside had to be.built upon ils foundations. To this

end, the people’s state power carried out a series of revolu-
tionary reforms and transformations which overturned the

old system based on private ownership and created new
relations of production hased on socialist ownership.

The first transformations - '

The state control over production and distribution, esta-
blished in December 1944, served as & preliminary measure,

the first step towards the nationalization of the main means

of production. At the same time, this represented a form of
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control by the working class. It was established over the
enterprises owned by national and foreign capitel which in~
fluenced the entire economy of the couniry.

° This control was exercised by iis commissars appointed
by the state. Under their guidance, the workers participated

actively in the organization of production and the manage-

ment of the enterprises. This gave them the possibility o test

their ability and to acquire the aptitudes necessary to manage

production. B _

‘In December 1944, the mines and the property of the
political fugitives were nationalized, One month later, a law
was promuigated on the confiscation of Italian and German
owned property and assets in Albania. Under this law, the
National Bank, the other banks and the property of 111 share-
holder companies, owned by foreign capitalists, passed inte
the hands of the Albanian state, without compensation, and

‘became the collective property of the Albanian people.

In regard to their form, the measures for the nationaliza~
tion of 1945 were measures of a general democratic character.
In regard to their economic and social centent, however,
these nationalizations represented transformations which went
beyond measures of this kind. These nationalizations were in
the interests of the working masses and the nationalized
means were .placed totally and directly in their service. In
essence, these measures were a soctalization of the main nieans
of production and had a socialist character. It was on this basis
that the state socialist sector of the people’s economy was
established. o ,

In 1948, a hew phase of nationsalizations began. The power

_stations, the building materials indusiry, and the entire light
and food industry became the property of the people. At the

end of 1946, the main means of production in the cities had
become social property and the state sector produced 87 per
cent of the total industrial output. One year later, private
cagét&alist production in industry had been practically elimi-
nated. ' :

The nationalization of the main means of produection in.

Albania was accomplished at rapid rates and without compen-
sation. It put an end to the economic domination of the
bourgeoisie and laid the economic foundations for the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, On these foundations, the social owner-
ship, the socialist relations of préduction and the socialist
sector in industry, trade, transport and finance were esiablish-
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od. The  nationalized enterprises became socialist ente_rpri;es. '

The exploitation of man by man was abolished.

In the first years after Liberation the people’s state
power took a series of measures to limit speculation and set
up the socialist trade system. ‘At this time a law was pro-
mufigated on the requisition of food-stuffs and - _materlgls
necessary for theé reconsiruction. The state establrfshed its
control over foreign trade. A system of fixed prices was
established in private wholesale and retail trade. Trading
irr gold -was prohibited:” A state monopoly in the purchase
and sale of grain was established. Measures were taken to
curb ‘inflation; the old banknotes were overprinted and

. thus ¢control was established over the old paper money in

sireulation. Of great importance was the law ‘promulgated in
January 1945, imposing extraordinary taxes on war profits.
Under this law, the big capitalists were compelled 1o hand

over to the state part of the speculative profits they had made

during the war, so that they could be used for the benefit
of the people and the reconstruction of the country. This was
a graduated tax, ‘taking frem 50. 1o 80 per cent of the war
profits in excess of 500,000 Albanian francs.: '

" Commissions 'to determine the amount .of . these profits

and the faxes to be paid were. set up in-all regions of the
country. They were composed of representatives of the stabe,
the army and the mass organizations. . S :
-+ &11-those on whom this tax was imposed: ‘merchants, fac-

’- tory owners and others, did everything to evade this law,

but the commissions, with the support of the masses, forced

“the merchants and other capitalists fo- pay the tax imposed

by the law. In 1945, the revenue from -the extraordinary. tax
on war profits made up- more than- half of the ..'stgj;e fbudget
réceipts. oo e R O
All-the property of the capitalists -who did:not pay the

tax was confiscated. In this way the siale gathered in‘a large

guantity of merchandise of all kind., It ‘was on.this basis that
the state-run stores were established. The opening of these
stores. marked the birth of -the state .socialist sector.in Al-

banian trade. The socialist trade sector also included the con- .

‘sumer cooperatives of the cities, which:were first set up in
'{945. In'those conditions, when the state seci;or'-of'trade:;dld
ot exist or was only taking its first steps, these cooper:at_wes
‘played an important role in. supplying the people and in the
‘struggle against the black market. : S y
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The Land Reform

For the establishment of socialist property in the country-’
side the people’s-state power used different ways and methods.
The first task in this field was to abolish the feudal relations
and to impose .resirictions on the capitalist elements.in the
couniryside. This could be realized only through the land
reform. Before the reform was carried out, the people’s power
had taken a series of measures in favour of the poor and
middle peasants, ‘A law promulgated in January 1945 annul-
ed rural arrears of rent and reduced rents for the years 1944-
1945 by 75 per cent. In May the same year, the irrigation system .
was nationalized and became the collective property of the
peasants. Later, all debts contracted before the war were can-
celled. But the most important step of an anti-feudal and de-
mocratic character, taken at the time, was the Land Reform.

The Jaw on theé Land Reform was promulgated in August
1945. Under the terms: of this daw, the holdings -of the state
and. religious institutions and. all the privately-owned land in
excess' of the -area envisaged by the law, were confiscated
without compensation.. The land was given free of charge to
peasants with little or no land at all. The head of each family
was allotted up to 5 hectares of land. The .alienation and
renting of land were prohibited. ' .

Part of the confiscated land was not distributed, but
became $tate property. It was on this land that the first state
farms were set up. They marked the birth of the state soclalist

~ sector in agriculture. The water resources, forests and under-

ground riches became- the collective property of the people.
.Poor peasants’ committees were set up to ensure a just
and rapid implementation of the Land Reform. They played
an important role in the accurate definition of the. lands. of
the state, the big landowners and the enemies of the people
and in compiling lists of peasant families with little ar no
land, They helped in the ‘division of the expropriated land
and especially in mobilizing the labouring peasantry to combat
the hostile -activity . of the landlords and other reactionary
forces who rose against the Land Reform from the very start.
In May 1946 the law on the Land Reform.was amendad
in a way which gave it a profoundly revolutionary content.
The land, vineyards, olive groves, orchards and kitchen gar-
dens, agriculiural buildings and tools, -i.¢  all property of
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people who did not till the land themselves, was con-~
fiscated. A maximum of 5 hectares of land was left to those
cultivators or working proprietors who tilled their own land.
These amendments ensured the full application of the prin-
ciple «the land to those who till it,» abolished big land owner-
ship and weakened the economic position of the kulaks. In
November 1946, the Land Reform had been carried out
throughout the country. The peasants became the genuine
masters of the land on which they had toiled and poured out
their sweati, generation after generation.

" The Land Reform affected almost half the land and the
olive-trees then existing in ocur country. The reform expro-
priated 8,714 latifundists and rieh landowners, as well as

480 religious institutions; 10,641 proprietors owning more land

than envisaged by law were partially expropriated. All told,

" 288,407 hectares of land were surveyed and distributed to

21,544 landless families and 48,667 land-poor families.

The deinocratic transformation of the agrarian relations

in the couniryside was the essence of the Land Reform. It
abolished big land ownership, and eliminated the vestiges of
feudslism and the class of latifuridists once and for. all. The
restriction of the private ownership of land, the prohibition
of the sale, renting or mortgaging of land were measures
which did much to prevent the differentiation among peasants
and limited fo the extreme their exploitation by the kulaks.
Henwe the Land Reform had a pronounced anti-capitalist
character. ' ' : o

The socialist transformation of the cou_ntryside

. The Land Reform was not an aim in itself. It was a transi
tional measure which was to open the way to the socialist

“revolution in the Albanian countryside, The confiscation of

land of the big landowners and its distribution according to
the needs-of the peasants brought about a relative equality

“among peasants as regards the area of land owned. Such

measures as the prohibition of the sale, renting or inheritance
of land, as well as the prohibition of the exploitation of
another’s labour in agriculture, deprived the owners of the
possibility of adding to their properfy and using it as a
means of oppression and bondage.

The establishment and consolidation of a relative equality
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in the relations of land ownership created the necessary coi-
ditions in Albania for the transformation of rural private
property into collective property. :

The private property of small rural producers was turned
into social ‘cooperative property through the collectivization

~of agriculture. Collectivization implies the free will of the small

rural proprietors to combine their land and their main means
of work into big agricultural enterprises. The peasants put -
their land and their main means of production into the

_collective, and thus form the agricultural cooperative. The

essential characteristics of the. agricultural cooperative are:
the collective ownership of the main means of production, the
collective labour and the socialist distribution of the products
according to the quantity and quality of the work done, as

‘well as the existence, parallel with the common property, of

the personal plots, the use of which serves to satisfy certain
needs of the cooperativist families. ' :

" The eollectivization of agriculture began in the first years -
after Liberation. The Land Reform was still uncompleted
when the first agricultural cooperative was set up in the vil-
lage of Krutje, in Myzeqe, the largest plain of Albania. It was
the spark that kindled the flame of collectivization all over -

In order to become model, modern, socialist enterprises,
the first agricultural cooperatives needed an advanced mate-
rial base and equipment. To this end, the first machine and
tractor stations (MTS) were set up in 1947, along with the
socialist state enterprises in the sector of agriculture. They
were used as a particularly important form of organized aid -
which the state gave the peasants for the establishment and
strengthening of the new system of cooperatives in the coun-
tryside. The machine and tractor stations were the founda-
tion stone of the new material and technical base of socialist
agriculture. : : - : .
. The rate of this collectivization was determined by objec-
tive and. subjective conditions. In-the first stage (1946-1955), .
when the. material and moral conditions had still not heen
prepared or the necessary experience accumulated, the pace
of collectivization was steady and cautious, This was a pre-
paratory period. In December 1955, when these conditions had
been created, the rates of collectivization were accelerated and
developed to coilectivization en masse in the lowland zonses
and partially in the hilly zones. :
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- -=Thus, in contrast to the 150 cooperatives set up from 1946

to 1954, 1,679 cooperatives were created in five years, from
1955 to 1959, and at the end of - 1960 the collectivized- land
covered 86 per- ceni of the cultivated land area:and 71.3 per

~ cent of the peasant holdings. The years 1956-1958 were rightly

called the crucial years of the socialist transformation of agri-
culture and 1957, the year of the great turn. =~ = = .~

“Howevet, in the remote mountainous and. gemi-mountain-
ous regions, 46,156 small peasant holdings still remained to

be - collectivized. They made up 288 per cent of the total -

number of peasant holdings and covered I4 per cent of the
cultivated land. They were to be coliectivized 'in "the third
and linal stage of the collectivization, which . started in No-

vember 1366 and lasted no longer than five months. Thus

in March 1987, the  collectivization of -Albanian agriculture
was conipleted, ' o o

The. collectivization of ‘agriculture was guided by this
principle:’ «Firm reliance on the poor. peasants, alliance with
the middle peasants and restriction-of the capitalist elentents
in-the countryside,» As a result of this policy, the strata of
the poor peasants became the core of the agricultural coope-
ratives,: _ o e

The collectivization policy was based on the Leninist
principle of persuasion and free consent which was applied
very sfrictly, without permitting the slightest violation, The
principle of persuasion and free consent was dictated by the
fact that the peasants were the allies of the working 'class
and made up the overwhelming majority of the population;

- any ‘other stand or action of an administrative nature would

have had grave consequences for the alliance of the working
class with the peasants and the construction of socialism. -
- “Fhanks to the great amount of political’ and ideological
work done with the masses of the working peasantry, the
process of the collectivization in Albania was accomplished

withoui any political upsets, The idea of collectivization had -

0 penetrate deeply into the heart and mind of every peasant,
overcome his mentality and psychelogy and individualistic
vendencies which were manifested in' many ways, but which
were - based "on personal interest, narrowly conceived,. and
constituted the most seriolis obstacle to the collectivization.

The work of explanation and persuasion was accompanied
by & series of practical measures ‘in favour of the peasants,
Among these measures were the financial and credit policy,

-property.
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the policy on accumulation of agricultural products, on aid

_ in machinery, selected seeds, chemical fertilizers, and cadres,

the. big drainage and irrigation projects, the raising of the
level of education and culture, as well as the development
of agrotechnical knowledge. Consequently the agricuitural
cooperatives grew stronger from day to day and the peasants .
became more convinced of the advantages of collectivization
which gradually won them en .masse, to the agricultural
cooperatives. - : _ -

In the process of the collectivization, a number of ori-
ginal forms of management of the cooperatives, of the orga-
nization and remuneration of work within them were discovered
and elaborated, forms which found their expression in the
constitution of the agricultural cooperatives approved at their
tst Congress (February 10949), as well as in a number of
government decrees. Later these forms were still further ela-
poraied and enriched with new content in conformity with
the development of the econemy of the agricultural coopera-
tives and the raising of the cultural level and the socialist
consciousness of their members. Care was taken to ensure
a judicious combination of personal interests with the col-
lective interest, of the collective interesis with the general
interest, and of the immediate interests with long-ferm ones,’
giving priority, to the general interest. .

The collectivization of agriculture was accomplished
through a relentless struggle which had as its objective the
economic restriction and political isolation of the kulaks. As
a resuli, their economic power and political influence were
destroyed, while they were liguidated as a class without

- recourse to forced expropriation of them. Compulsion and

violence were used only against certain individuals or groups
of ‘kulaks who: took the course of crime and did not observe
the laws and ordinances of the state. - : .

- The sucecessful collectivization of agriculfure was a major
qualitative leap forward on the road to the establishment of
socialist relations of production in the couniryside, to the
transformation of the small-scale private property into col-
lective property. However, the creation of cooperatives is not
the ‘final step in the construction of socialism. in the coun-
tryside; it does not rule out all possibilify or danger of a
return, a resurgence of individualist tendencies of private

-Special care iz taken in’ the People’s Socialist Republic
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of Albania also, to ensure the economic and organizational
strengthening of the cooperatives, the continuous formation
and strengthening of the socialist consciousness ~of their

~ members, the ceaseless improvement, in a revolutionary way,

of the relations of production and distribution, raising the
level of education, culture and agronomical knowledge of the
cooperativist peasaniry. ,

Collectivization opened up prospects of the realization of
a number of political-ideological and socio-economic objec-

tives. In the political field, it contributed greatly to sirength-

ening the alliance of the working class with the peasantry,
drew the peasants into active participation in the construetion
of sccialist society and strengthened the class base of the
state. ITn the ideological field, it helped to inculcate in the
rural masses new sacialist concepts of property, work, the
collective, the family, the individual, etc. In the socio-eco-
nomic field, it helped to replace the old relations of produc-
tion and distribution with new, socialist relations, small pri-
vate ownership with large-scale collective. ownership, and
individual work with collective work; it contributed to the
construetion of a unified economic base of the soclalist regime
in town and countryside, to barring the way to the appearance
of capitalist . tendencies. and many other social evils, 10
ensuring rapid and continuous growth of the productive
forces in the couniryside, to the harmonization of the rates
of development of industry and agriculture, to gatisfying
the increasing nheeds of the pecple for agricultural products,
to increasing the goods for export; it created the conditions
for the gradual narrowing of the essential differences “be-
tween town and countryside, between the working class and
the peasantry, between industry and agricuiture. In the series
of initiatives taken by the peasantry, the herding together
of the cooperativists’ personal livestock, which relieves the
peasants of a number of daily cares and increases their par-
ticipation in field work, is an important moment towards the
further socialization of work in the countryside.
Collectivization was the only way to the socialist develop-

- ment of the countryside and within the space of a few years
it made possible the establishment of big, modern agricultural

economies on the basis of advanced agronomical science. From
a country of small-scale rural economies, Albania has become
a country of large-scale modern agricultural enterprises, based
on the socialist ownérship of the means of production. .
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' The people — masters of the country

The revolutionary transformations carried out under the
people’s power changed the face of the ancient land of Albania.
The people, the society, the land have been rejuvenated on
new foundations. The old face of Albania now belongs to the
historical past. ' .

Albania, that had remained & backward agricultural
country, stagnating at the dividing lne between the epoch
of declining feudalism and the epoch of the birth of capital-
ism, has now put an end to its age-old backwardness and

"has become an agricultural-industrial country with the pro- -

spect of becoming an industrial-agricultural couniry in the
near future, because the first historic milesione on the road
of socialism, the establishment of the economic base of so-
cialism, has been attained successfully.

The socialist property

Under the Constitution of the -!.PeOpIe’s ‘Socialist Republic
of Albania, the socialist property is the inviolable base of the

"socialist order, the source of the well-being of the people and

the strength of the Homeland; the state profects it with the
greatest care. _ : : _

The socialist property in the means of production com-
prises the state property and the cooperative. property in
agriculture. ' -

The state property belongs to the entire people and re-

presents the highest form of socialist ownership.
" The land and the underground riches, the mines, forests,
pastures, water resources, natural sources of energy, the
plants, factories, the machine and tractor stations, the banks,
communication roads, means of iransport by rail, sea, river
and air, the post and telegraph system, the radio and televi-
sion stations and cinemas are exclusively the property of the
state.

All material goods created on the basis of the state pro- -
perdy or which the state acquires by law are also state pro-
perty. _ : o .

. The land is distributed, for social use, to state enterprises
and institutions, to agricultural ccoperatives and social orga-
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nizations, as well as to ini:li_'vidual citizens for their -personal
lm - . N - . - . )

the approval of the competent state organs: . :
The cooperative property belongs to. collectives of rural
workers voluntarily united ' in the agricultural cooperatives
to increase production, to  improve their well-being and build
socialism in the couniryside as part of the socialist construc-
tion of the entire country.  ~ S L

. .. The cooperative property co-rhp_rises': ,tﬁé' -'bui]:dings,ll;na-.
‘chinery, -equipment, means of transport, working -tools and

means, draft animals and productive livestock, the orchards;

the plant and animal products, as well as all the other means

necessary for the activify of theé cooperalive:. : :
It-is the duty of the state, the economic organizations
and all. citizens' to protect the land, the natural riches, the

water resources and the air from pollution and.damage. -

Of these two forms of .socialist property, the state pro-

" perty is the predominant one, not only because it includes the

overwhelming bulk of the means. and - instruments of pro-
duction, but also because it is the principal base of the Al-
hanian state for the- construction of secialism. The state
property is the heritage of the “entire people ‘who manage
it through the state. This .is what distinguishes’ state pro-
perty in the socialist state from what they call state: property
in the capitalist states, where it is nothing but a form.- of

. private property.

The staté property constifutes a Siﬁgle-'fdnd of which

‘the state is the sole owner. The various state institutions and
. organs such.as the ministries or the other adiministrative - of-
fices, the enterprises, combines, etc: do not own the means

and- tools at their disposal, These belong to.the state but

are entrusted to these organizations and enterprises fo enable

them %o accomplish the fasks assigned to -them. - - LA
The cooperative property is a-form of socialist property

because it is not the property of any individual but.of. a
collective of working people; it- coniributes to the elimination

of the exploitation of man by man and is the basis on which

the socialist agricultural cooperative is organized.

However, these two forms of property are not identical.

‘The state property is the property of the entire people, while

the cooperative property. is the property of a particular col-

lective or group of workers. Whereas in the state enterpriseg

' Cultivable land cannot be used for other ﬁm'po'seé without -
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all the means of production without exception are socialized,

" in the agricultural cooperatives, part of these means, such as’

the personal plots of the cooperative members and some of-
the agricultural equipment, remain the personal property of
the members ~Another difference is that the preducts of the
staté enterprises are the property of the socialist state, while
the products of the agricultural cooperatives remain  their
own property. From this stems the difference in the mode
of distribution of the social product in the form of wages in
the state enterprises and on the basis of the work days pet-
formed in the agricultural cooperatives. There are also dif-
ferences in their forms of management, _ _

. However, these differences are not essential They are
differences between two economies of the same type, within
the framework of socialist. relations of production. - '

" The state encourages the development -and strengthening

" of the agricultural cooperatives and their transformation into
" modern. economies of large-scale socialist production. In cer-

tain conditions, the siate encourages the setling up and de-
velopment of the higher-type. cooperatives in which it par- -
ficipates direclly with. investments; particularly for the main
nigaris of production. R
The transition of the cooperative: property: to property
of the entire people is made in conformity with the objective
conditions, with the free consent of the cooperativist peasants
and the approval of the state. The state works to ensure
that the distinctions between. town and countryside are nar-
rowed. - . .
. In socialist society, pevscnal property. also -exists, The
state recognizes and protects .it, Under the Constitution it
iricludés income from work and other lawful sources, family
homes, as well as other things used to satisfy personal and
family- material, cultural needs. All the. things. which are.
returned to fhe cooperativist family under the constitution
of the agricultural cooperative (grain and -other produce) are.
also personal property. Personal property cannot be used
40 the detriment of the social interest. Particular fixed assets

~ .which are cooperative or personal property may be transform-

ed inio state property if the general interest requires this.
The criteria for this transforméation and the meéthod of . com-
pensation. are defined by law.. .- o i

" 1n our couniry, the source of personal property is the
people’s own. work. This form of property does not lead fo .
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'the accumulation of capital, i.e. it cannot serve as a means of

exploitation.

Personal property in Albania is closely linked with the - .

state property, which is the basis of it. With the extension
of the social property, a continucusly increasing quantity of
products goes to satisfy the personal needs.of the working
masses. This close connection between the socialist property
and personal property reflects the harmonization of the in-
terests of society with those of the -citizens. : _

The development of the socialist property

the unified economic base of the people’s power, the essential

factor for the well-being of the working people, and this

is why the state takes all appropriate measures to extend
and develop this “type of property to the maximum. The
socialist . industrializatiori is the main way to achieve this
objective. Undertaking this industrialization and its continuous
extension are the only way to guarantee the compl'ebe’trlmnglrl
of large-gcale mechanized production, not only in industry,
construction and transport, but also in agriculture.

The principal features of the socialist
industrialization of Alb_ania

Immediately after the triumph of the -people’s revolution,
Albania had to cope with the contradiction existing between
the advanced form of political power, the people’s democracy,
on the one hand, and the backward state of the economy,
with the very low level -of development of the productive
forces, on the other hand. The mest important means to
overcome this contradiction in the economic and social fields
was the socialist industrialization of the country. Since that

time, this tack has been the fundamental general line of the

economic policy of the people’s power. The aim of this policy
- has always been to gradually build up a multi-branched
heav'y and light industry, which would enable the utiliza-
tion and processing of the matural riches and agricultural
products of the country; in order to satisfy the needs of the

. development of the economy ever better, to raise the level.

The socialist property in town and couniryside constitutes
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-of productivity of social labour, to open the way to the in-

tensive complex development of agriculture, to enhance the
well-being of the people and to strengthen the defenice of the
country. This line of industrialization was implemented on
the basie of a class analysis of all factors, objective and
subjective, material- and social-political and economie, in-
ternal and external. : _

The necessity for this industrialization was dictated by

. the need to establish an entirely new material and technical

base for the national economy, to increase the production of
commaodities, 10 prepare the conditions for the Treorganization
of agriculture on a socialist basis, to build up the .working
class so as to strengthen its positions of leadership and, finally,
to defend the victories of the revolution and guarantee the

-construction of socialism.

In implementing this policy of the socialist industrializa-
tion of the counfry, from the beginning, the people’s power
correctly defined the ways and possibilities of increasing and
utilizing the internal socialist accumulation for this purpose.
To this end, it mobilized all the monetary and material means
and all the physical and intellectual capacily of the people.
At the same time, it made wise use of the internationalist
aid of friendly. socialist countries. o :

The main sources of the socialist accumulation in Albania
were the expropriation of the bourgeoisie and the big landed .
proprietors, the transformation of the private property of
the means of production into social property, the cancella-
tion of the debts incurred by Zog, the profits from the ha-
tionalized industry and foreign and internal trade, as well
as from the banking system and that part of the state budget
allocated for the "development of the national economy.
Relying mainly on its own internal resources, Albania created
a considerable accumulation which enabled it to earry out
the industrialization. ' .

The socialist industrialization of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albaniz was characterized by the rapid rate of
industrial expansion, so as to overcome the backwardness
inherited from the past in the shortest possible time, #o
ehsure the independent development of the economy, and
to achieve a considerable raising of the material well-being
and a higher cultural level of the working masses.

The establishment of the socialist ownership of the means
of production makes it possible to mobilize all the. material
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‘and financial i’neans, and use therﬁ for the .de'velcpmént of -

industry, heavy industry {first of all. The main sources

contributing to the industrialization of the country today are .

the income frorn the national industry, and the accumulation
from agriculture, foreign and home trade, the banking sys-
tem, ete. :

The industrialization in Albania brought about the grthh_ '
and development of the socialist property, the creation of new .

towns, and a number of new industrial centres, ihe numeri-
cal growth of the working class and the sirengthening of
its role in the soclalisi society. : o

The development of indusiry in Albania gave an impulse

to the crealion of new productive, forces in agriculture, and
contributed to ite transformation on a socialist basis and,

consequently, to strengihening the alliance of the working
class with the cooperativist peasantry. _ o
" The direct result of the line of the socialist indusiriali-

zation of the country was the construction of new industry.

with modern technology, which is “developing quickly from

. one five-year period to another, raising the. total industrial

output and preduction per capita, and playing an éver more

~ important part in the construction of the material and techni-

cal base and the development of the national economy.

In the years of the people’s power, & big qualitative -

leap forward has been achieved in the socialist indusirializa-
tion of the couniry. Albania has already been transformed
into an agrarian-industrial country, is rapidly turning into

an industrial-agrarian country, and eventually will become . -
‘an industrial country with an advanced agriculture.

During .the six five-year plans (1951-1980), industry has
led the development. Each' five-year plan has marked a new

expansion of industry which has «distinguished one five-
year plan from another, not only from the quantitative

aspect, i.e. from the volume of production, but also from -

the gualitative aspect, in other words, from the viewpoint
of changes. in the structure -of industrial production and
the higher level of technology, efficiency, etc.
This progress of industry made it possible ‘to liquidate
the contradictions between the very advanced form of politi-
cal power and the backward economic _and technical base
inherited from the past. In this way the couniry was able
to defend its independence and smash all the- attempts ot
the imperialists and revisionisis. 1o subjugate socialist Albania.
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A whole series of new branches of heavy and light industry

‘have been sel up.
Industry in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania -

has developed at an annual average rate of 10,8 per
cent in the period 1965-1975. This is one of its characteristic
features. :

The road of development of the
cooperativist property

In the first stage of the construction of socialisim, coope-
rativist (group) property is an chjective necessity. Historically,
however, it has a transitional character. This property is
born, grows, gains strength amd is ‘inevitably transformed

“into the property of the entire people.

The ‘process of the transformation. of the covperativist
property into properiy of the entire people passes through

two essential stages. The first is the stage of its quaniitative

and qualitative development and its tendency to gradually
move closer and closer to the property of the entire people,
The second is that of the fusion of the cooperativisi property
with that -of the entire people. These two sfages are the
natural road of development of this type of property. .

~ The fusion of the cooperativist property with that of the
entire people is conditioned by material and subjective, ideolo-
gical and political, economic and social factors. All these fact-
ors are directly linked with the development of the pro-

ductive forces in agriculture, ih each separate cooperative.

as well as in the national economy as a whole.

The tendency of the cooperativist properiy to move closer .

and closer ‘to ithe property of the entire people, then its

‘fusion with the latter, entails a long and complicated process.

This cannot be achieved all at onhce, in a mechanical or
administrative way, because it depends on the development
of the productive forces. The economic, ideclogical and politi-
cal conditions for this must first mature in every cooperative,

_in every zone and. in the entire country.

The qualitative development of the cooperativist property

which is occurring in Albania is the beginning of its fusion

with the property of the entire people. The main factor

- which has led to the strengthening of the collective property

:_and its subsequent.qualitative transformations is the ceaseless
increase of social production. - '

4 — 117 A
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. The rates of development of agricultural production have
peen so. high as to enable the age-old backwardness to be
overcome in a few years. The primitive agriculture of the

wooden plough has given way 10 an agriculture of large-

scale socialist economies, in which the cultivation of the
soil’ and many other processes are nearly all mechanized.
Today, Albania is ranked among the most advanced countries
as regards. the quantity of chemical fertilizer used, irrigation
capacity and big land improvement projects. - ;
From 1946 to 1960,- the process ol collectivization was
still under way and many cooperatives had just been sel
up, but in 1960, agricultural production had inereased by
7% per cent against 1938, while from 1961 to 1970, when
the cooperatives were enlarged and developed further, agri-
cultural production increased a further 79 per cent. It is
interesting to note that in the two five-year plans (1961-1965

and 1966-1970) most of the increase in production (80 per-

cent to 90 per cent) was achieved through higher yields,

_although at.the same - iime the cultivated area was <on-

siderably extended. Here we have to do with radical quant-
itative transformations which are observed in all aspects
of the development of the couniryside. In 1978, 77 per cent
of the total agricultural production and about 73 per cent
of the national income realized by the sector of socialist
agriculture (the state and cooperative sectors) was created
by the agricultural cooperatives. ' :
These figures show that inherent in the colleciive owner-
ship are great possibilities for development of the productive

" forces and social production and for raising the yield rates

of different crops.

Considerable progress has been made also in other as-
pects of this collective property. The area of cultivated land
increased 2.4 times in 1979, as against 1938. The number of

buildings serving production and. social-culfural purposes

had been increased considerably. The area of orchards, olive

groves and vineyards has been greatly increased as compared

with the pre-war period. More than 52 per cent of the culti-
vated area is under irrigation. The park of motorized means
has developed beyond any comparison. with the past.

The effect of the expansion of production was to increase
the funds of consumption and. accumulation. Now it became
possitle for the agricultural cooperatives to establish the most
correct ratio between the funds of consumption and accurnula-
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tion and within them, between the portion to be used for the
extension ¢f production and the portion for the development
of the non-productive sphere, including buildings for socio-
culiural purposes. - :

As a result, agriculture today supplies the food for an
urban population which has grown 2.5 fold and whose pur-

' chasing power has increased greatly since Liberation. .

Another important direction of the development of the
cooperative property is the very marked socialization of

. the means of production within the collective property itseli.

This has been achieved through the development of the
fundamental means and the consolidated funds, through joint
construction projects by several cooperatives, through the
progressive regrouping of the agricultural. cocperatives, as
well as through the gradual reduction of the personal plots
and the herding of the personal livestock of the cooperative
members parallel with the development of social production.

The development of the fundamental means and the
consolidated funds is the main factor for the further sociali-
zation of the means of production. The fundamental means
and the consolidated funds are the most concise index of the
quantitative and qualitative development of the cooperatives.
They represent the essential content of the collective socialist
property. As regards its nature and content, the consolidated
fund has some features in commeon with the productive
funds of the state enterprises. Formed by accumulation,
these funds, too, are used to maintain production and satisfv
social-cultural needs, but they differ as regards their degree
of socialization,

Concern to build up the fundamental means has steadily

_increased. At the present stage of the development of the

collective property a gradual diminution can be seen in the .
existing differences between the cooperatives of the mountain-
‘ous zones and the plains in the level of socialization of the
means of production. This process is going well thanks to
the action of many factors, in particular the development
of production in the mountain cooperatives, the long-term
credits accorded them by the state, the numerous consiruction
projects built and donated by the people, the aid provided
by the -cooperatives of the plains. I :

The development of the cooperativist properly and the
raising of its level of socialization ‘at a given peried have
made it necessary. for the cooperatives to undertake joint
construction 'projects. These are carried out jointly by a

4
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number of cooperatives of the plains or the mountainous
zones, or hoth when they maintain economic relations {co-
operation in matters of work and production), or are neigh-

bours. In this field, the initial stage of manual labour has
" not yet been left behind, especialy in the mass actions
for the construction of irrigation works. Nevertheless, this .

path opens up vast prospects. )

Another important aspect of the improvement of proper-
ty relations is the eventual regrouping of agricultural coope-
ratives, which is directly linked with the very pronounced
socialization of the means of production. This regrouping of
the cooperatives creates the conditions for better conceniration,
specialization and cooperation in production and contributes

to a more correct co-ordination oi the various ' branches of
agriculture. '

This process . of regrduping the cdoperatives assumes
particular importance from’ the ideological viewpoint, as it

enhances the feeling for the collective property among the -

eural workers, enhances its social - character “and. prepares

the cooperativists to gradually raise their property to a high--

er form, ¥o transform it into property of the whole society.
Uniting cooperatives of the plains with those -of the hilly
and mountainous zones also: gradually diminishes the differen=-
ces in the socio-cultural development between the lowland
zones and the hilly and mountainous zones, and levels out the
disparities in their income and standards of living. _
This process of regrouping does not go beyond the con-
text of the collective ownership, However the superiority
of the regrouped property rests on the fact that it totall'y
loses the character of- individual accumulation, that it 1is

transformed into social accumulation and prepares the indis- -

pensable premises for iis transformation, when the political,

_social, economic, organizational and technical conditions ma-

ture, it is transformed into the property of the whole society.

The regroup‘ng .of the. cooperatives - is a continuous -

process, ‘which is carried out in a conscious, organized and
progressive way. This process has its limitations and is
accomplished: - gradually. The transition from one stage to
another requires certain political conditions, a certain level
of economic and technical development, specific territorial
conditions and the ability of the masses and cadres to orga-
nize and manage large-scale socialist enterprises. :
This process gradually leads to the mnarrowing of the
essential economic and social- distinctions between town and
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countryside, between work in industry and work in agricul-
ture, in the sense that the lafter is raised to.'the level of
the former, especially as regards the level of technical equip-
ment. It tends to level out the income and standards of
living of the rural and city workers, fto ensure the .rural
workers' income equal to the wages the workers of the state

enterprises receive,

" The higher-type cooperatives — a new stage in
the socialization of the group property

The development of the agricultural cooperatives stimu-
lates the important process of narrowing the essential dif-
ferences between town and countryside and the preparation
of the objective and subjective conditions for the gradual
transformation of the group property into property of the
entire people. The grouping of the separale -cpoperative proper-
ties into more powerful units, the consolidation and -
tmprovement of the relations of work, exchange and dis-
tribution, the better distribution of the net income, especially

" of the differential rent, the gradual levelling out of the

essential economic, social and cultural differences between
town and countryside, and within the countryside iiself,
the ceaseless raising of - the socialist consciousness of the

" cooperative members and the revolutionization of their whole

life-style, are the most important facters which are bringing
the group property closer and closer fo the property of the
entire people. = . : ' 2 S

The setting up of higher-type cooperatives in the five-year

plan .of 1971-1975 was an imporiant economic and orga-

nizational measure for the increase of state aid to the coope-
rativist sector and the gradual raising of agricultural coope-
ratives to the level, and when the necessary- conditions have
matured, to the status, of agricultural enterprises. The set-
ting up of higher-type cooperatives was a step forward in
all directions. The first cooperatives of this type were set up
at the end of 197.. They were the pioneers of this great
transformation which will be one of the most important ways
of the socialist development of the Albanian countryside.
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These cooperatives were set up with the consent of their
members. They remain owners of the work tocls and all the
other belongings which they bring to these new cooperatives:
they have the right to retain their personal plots as in al
other cooperatives.! S :

Naturally they also. enjoy other rights, such as the
right to work, to elect and be €lected in leading organs
to express their opinions on and discuss all the-problems of

the cooperative, to demand answers to the suggestions and.
-ideas they raise, to  criticize and demand a rendering of

account on the activity of their cooperatives. It is on this
basis also that the question of pensions and other social
insurance bencfits has been settled. o

The foundations of the higher-type cooperatives are
their own material and monetary means, the joint labour
of their members and the participation of the state, .which

provides them with supplementary means and all-round aid.

The financial aid of the state to the higher-type cooperatives

is not accorded in the form of long-term leans, but in the
form of investments of budget funds, with the objective of
developing the productive forces. In this cohnection, Article
22 of the Constitution of the PSRA says: «Under certain
circumstances, the state supports the setfing up and develop-
ment of higher-type cooperatives, in which it participates
directly with invesiments, especially in the main means of
production» Otherwise, these cooperatives receive long-term
credits and other aid in the same ways as the other coope-
ratives, depending on their needs, .
From the early years of their "activity the state put at
their disposal, as a supplementary contribution, a sum of

millions of leks to be invested in the construction of stables,

hot houses, implement sheds and repair shops, for land
development, etc. In these conditions, the amount of invest-
ments and accumulation per hectare of arable land in these
cooperatives is greater than in the other cooperatives and
nearly at the level of investments in the agricultural enter-
prises. : _ N '
With the passage of time, the state .investmenis have
increased and this form of financing has brought the group

1 Aceotding to the Consiitution of the PSR of Albania, land is the
exelusive property of the state (Article 17). Tt is allocated to state insti-
tutions and -enterprises for social use and to individual cltizens for pér-
sonal-use. Land 1s allocated for use free of charge (Article 19).
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: property closer and closer to. the property of the entire

people both in form and in content. This increase in invest-

* ments by the state constitutes one of the concrete forms of

action which assist the transformation- of the - group property

“into -property of the entire people. .

Along with the divect investments by the state in ‘the
higher-type cooperatives, gpecial machine and tractor stations

have been set up for .their benefit. They contribute signifi-

cantly to augmenting the motor power and the machinery
base of these cooperatives, bringing them to the same level
as the agricultural enterprises.

The members of these cooperatives are paid a guaranteed
wage in. proportion to the production. For each work norm
accomplished, they are paid twice per month at a rate of
90 per cent of the salary envisaged in the plan. At the

" end of the year, if the plan is realized, they get the additional

10 per cent of their salary and 20 per cent when the plan
has been overfulfilled; on the other hand, when the plan
is not realized, they do not get the remaining 10 per ~cent,
but this hardly ever happens. The members of higher-type

- cooperatives also have the right to get 30 per cent of their

salary when bad weather makes work in the fields impos-
sible. Tt should be pointed out that, although the higher-type
cooperatives pay their members a guaranteed wage, its level
{s determined on the basis of the economic capacity of each
cooperative. Hence it differs from one cooperative fo a'nother.

“Thus the higher-type cooperatives are big socialist col-
lective enterprises in which the relations of property, eX-
change and distribution are raised to a higher; more advanced
level. This constitutes a new advance in the  field of perfect-
ing the relations ‘of production, ‘a gtep forwart.i of prqfoun.d
political, ecomomic and social importance. This question is
linked with the development of the productive forces, with

s better harmonization of the interests of the group with

the interests -of society, with a more efficient tilization
of the material and technical base and the tund of accumula-
tion, with the accentuation of the process of concentration.
specialization and cooperation in agriculture, with the gradqal
transformation of group property inbto. property af t:he entire -
people and with the reduction of the essential differences
between fown and countryside. I

The setting up of these cooperatives tends to accelerate

' the rates of agricultural - production: Tmportant - material, .

technical and financial means have been placed at their- dis--
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posal; they utilize the human and material possibilitieé and
the climatic conditions better,” and the ‘organization and

management of production are strengthened and perfected. -

The bulk of the production of bread grain, cotion, sun-flower,
milk and meat needed by the country has been concentrated
in these important modern agricultural economies and the
agricultural enterprises. o ' o

For instance, the higher-type cooperatives have ensured
higher yields than the ordinary cooperatives in the produc-
tion of bread grain, sunflower, sugar-beet, olives, citrus fruit,
milk, meat, ete. .

The setting up of these cooperatives also marks a new,

‘higher stage in the development of the group property and

all the relations linked with it, in the course of bringing it
closer fo the property of the entire people. This is a new
intermediate road which leads to the gradual elimination
of the differences existing today between the two forms of
socialist property. : :

The setting up of the higher-type tooperatives has also
had the affect of consolidating the relations in the field

-of organization and management of production. While pre-

serving the principles of cooperative democracy, the forms
of organization and management and the structure of the
leading apparatus of these cooperatives are becoming more
and more like those' of the agricultural enterprises. The

system of finance and accounting, provision and distribution :

has been perfected in these cooperatives, and all the new
conditions created permit more rapid concentration, speciali-
zation and cooperation of production, gaining the advantages
or large-scale socialist enterprises. - , '
The creation of the higher-type cooperatives is based
on & better harmonization of the interests of the cooperativists
with those of the whole society. Their creation is based on
the harmonious and proportional development not just of
agriculture only, but of the entire economy of the country.

The extension and consolidation of the material and. technical -

hase of production, the ever more solid and better organized
scientific management of this production, the increase and
stability of production, the improvement of the material well-
being of the cooperativists, the strengthening of the alliance
of the' working eclass with the cooperativist peasaniry, the
search for new ways to reach a higher level of the soclaliza-
tion of the group property — these are all essential aspects
of an improved ‘concrete co-ordination of the individual and

Evd iy e
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group interests with the general interest in this new form
of organization. The institution of regular payments of
wages, linked with the results of production, is an important
step forward which directly favours the cooperativists. 1t tends
to eliminate the existing differences between the state
sector and the cooperative sector in the system of distribu-
tion and to convince the cooperativists that this collective .
economy is their guarantee of more stable incomes.

While retaining the small peasant ownership, the collecti-
vization of agriculture, through the organization of collective
production, has transformed it into group ownership. However,
the cooperative owmership, and together with it, the coope-
rative system in the countryside, have a transitional character.
In the process of the construction of the socialist and com-
munist society, the group ownership -must be transformed
into ownership of the entire people. The higher-type coope-
ratives are a .step towards this objective,

From the viewpoint of property relations, what.is new in
this form of collective organization and. management of agri-
cultural production is that it permits the gradual development
of the group property in a way that is completely natural to
the peasantry. The participation of the state in these coope-
vatives enables the state property, the properiy ol the entire
people, to be gradually built within the framework of the
group property. It is clear that this process regponds to the
collective interests of the cooperativists and, at the same time,
to the interests of the entire society. ' S

The experience.of the 6th Five-year Plan (1976-1980)
further strengthened the conviction of the masses on the
correciness of the line followed by the Party for the establish-
ment of higher-type cooperatives as the appropriate means
for the growth and intensification of agricultural production,
for bringing the group property dloser to the property of the
entire people. '




Chapter two .

ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE' -
ECONOMIC SYSTEM OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA -

The fundamental aim of socialism is to develop the
forces of production to such a level as to satisfy the ever

increasing needs of society and open the way Tor the future.

application "of the communist principle of distribution. This
objective can be achieved only through the continuous growth

- and perfecting of socialist production on the basis of modern

technology and an unprecedented rise in the productivity -

of social labour. - _
' The process of socialist production in the People’s Social-
ist Republic of Albania is based on three essential principles
and methods. which ensure its rapid, harmonious and confinuous
development: democratic centralism, self-reliance and plan-

. ning.

1

Democratic centralism — a fundamental
principle of the organization and management
of the national economy

 Article 11 of the Constitution of the PSR of Albania says:
«...the organization of the state and state activity, all the
political and economic life in the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania are based on the principle of democratic centralism

. and develop according to it, combining the centralized direc- .

tion with the creative initiative of local organs and the mas-
ses of the working people, in struggle against bureaucracy and
liberalism.» o '

The essence of democratic centralism is therefore a judi-

cious combination of the centralized organization and direc~
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“tion of the economy by the socialist state with the conscious;

general and direct participation of the working masses in the

management of this economy.

The centralized organization and direction of the socialist
economy are dictated by the level of the productive forces

- and by the conditions created for their development, by the

degree of socialization of production and the means of pro-
duction, by the necegsity for & harmonious development of the
economy in the interest of the whole society. Social and co-
operative ownership of the means of production creates the
objective possibility to organize and manage the economy on
this single basis through an overall state plan in which the

' “productive activities of all the enterprises and the different

branches of the economy in all districts of the country are
completely co-ordinated. This function fully econforms with
the social character of production and appropriation. The
organization and management of the economly on this basis
ensure an appropriate and rapid development in conformity
with the needs of socialist production, increase the efficiency
of production, and save the society a great deal of energy
and other material losses which can have harmful consequen-
ces in organization and management. -

Centralism in the economy presupposes the organization.
and management of the economy by a centre, by the socialist
state, its development in conformity with economic laws and,
first of all, with the fundamental economic law of socialism,
its harmonious deveélopment on the basis of an overall state
plan, exercise of control by society over work, production and
the utilization of material means, the application of a conscious
proletarian discipline in the accomplishment of each task by
cach link of the economy, the responsibility of the lower
organs to the central organs of the state and the economy, a$
well as the application of a revolutionary style and method

" in the organization and management of the socialist economy.

At the same time the social ownership, the social cha-

racter of production and appropriation imply not only that this

process is managed in a centralized way but also that the
working masses, the owners of the means of production take
part in this management, This form of production also abso-
lutely demands the application of socialist democracdy in the
leadership and management of the economy. It follows that
centralism and socialist. democracy in the organization and

monagement of the economy are iwo aspects of the same
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phenomenon; they presuppose one another and constitute the-
fundamental requirements of demoeratic centralism.
Democratic centralism is the best combination of the
unified leadership of the state with the imitiative and or-
ganized participation of the masses. It enables the co-ordination
and accomplishment of the primary ‘political and ecchomic
rasks in the fields ‘of production, distribution and. exchange
and fulfilment of material needs on the scale of the whole-
society, while it ensures the organized control of society over
the proper accomplishment of these: tasks. '

Democratic centralism is the highest form of democracy, '

. not only because it implies the active participation of the

masses in the discussion, examination, and approval.of econ-
omic plans, as well as in check upon and application of -

these plans, but also because it presupposes that it is the
masses who put these plans into practice, who wverify the
correctness of these plans in their productive activity, who
modify and correct them. This centralism does not paralyze
the initiative of the workers. On the contrary, it encourages

the collectives to carry out their tasks in social production

in the best and most efficient way. Herein lies the profoundly
democratic, social arid popular character of socialist centralism.
The socialist demoeracy in economic management has become
‘more and more deeply implanted. Socialism is the deed of the

working' masses, and the socialist mode of productiont itself-

creates the necessary conditions for this deepening of social-
ist democracy. In the course of the construction of socialism,
_ the working masses thoroughly master the art of organization
and management, and acquire ever more profound scientific
knowledge about the laws of social development. :
Consequently, the initative of the masses and their parti«
cipation in the study and discussion of various problems have
increased:; the leading organs listen more  attentively to the
" voice of the masses and the control of the working class has
become more and more éxtehsive and thorough in all direc-
- tions. .

In order to develop the line of the masses further in the
management of the people’s economy, an ali-round siruggle is
waged in the PSR of Albania to eradicate bureaucracy in the

. method of management, against domineering practices, against
tendencies to underrate or not listen to the voice of the mas-
ses, 'This is a struggle for the continuous perfecting of the
method of organization of work and the management of social
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production. This perfecting constitutes a permanent task and
it is conditioned by the development and perfecting of the
mode of socialist production itself, by the necessity of enhanc-
ing the role of the working class in the management of the
economy. ' :

_ Improvement of the method and forms of management of
the economy includes both the centralized management of
the economy and the socialist democracy in the organization
and management of the econom'y. This can be achieved, first
of all, through strengthening the centralized management,
which cannot yield the desired resulis if control is not exer-
cised from below as well as from' above. Socialism. implies

- both control and accounting, and the forms in which they can
‘be put into practice are perfected along with the development '

of the economy. - _ _ _

In the correct application of the principle of democratic
cenitralism, in perfecting the method of the organization of
work and the management of production, special attention

" has been paid to the deepening and extension of socialist
democracy in the management of the economy. The working

masses take part extensively in all the economic and social
activity of each enterprise.- All the activity of the economic
enterprises, and agricultural cocperatives is subject to the
judgement and control of the working masses, who exercise
these rights not in a purely formal way but actively. :

In this matter, the question of establishing the most cor-

" rect relations possible between the leaders and the working

masses assumes special ‘importance. These relations which
ensure the correct direction of the economy and give it the
correct orientation are considered an important aspect of the
relations of socialist production, The deepening of the socialist
democracy in the organization apd management of the econ-
omy is particularly manifested in the merging of the cadres
with the masses. In regard to the organization of work, the
management -of the economy, the development. of social
production, etc., the cadres are ready to lisien fo the voice of
the rnasses, learn from them and participate together with
them in production and scientific research. Such a practice
is obligatory in the state enterprises, in the: agricultural co-
operatives and at all levels of the national economy.

The deepening of sccialist democracy. in the €conomy
presupposes abandonment of the old forms and adoption of new .
ones to make it possible for the masses to manage production
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and control all the economic activity of the enterprises, coopera-
tives or various institutions. The. question of contrelling the
activity of a given enterprise or institution is above all the

business of the entire working collective and not that of a

small €lite.
 The control by the working class stems from its mis-

sion, from the role it plays in social production in the socialist

regime, in the construction of socialism and communism. This
control becomes possible; necessary and inevitable in socialist
society, because the working. class and the working masses
become the owners of the means of. production.

The control in the name of the masses is exercised, first

of all, by the Party of Labour of Albania which guides and --

directs the entire life of the country, including its economic.
activity. The socialist state alse plays a special role in this
field, through its action in economic and organizational mat-
ters, bringing inte play the leadership and control by the
working class and the working masses. The sfate exercises
control over its own organe and administrative and economic
apparatuses and it is brought into action with the help and
under the direct influence of the working masses. These
forms of contrel are combined and interlinked with each
other so that they serve the cause of the construction of so-
cialism in the best possible way. :

In the socialist Tegime, the subjection of economic activity
and all other activity to the control of the masses is inherent
in the regime itself, because the working masses thetmselves
are the producers of the material goods, of the regulations,
ordinances and laws of the organs of people’s power, and in
the course of their activity, they apply, correct and amend
them in accordance with the level of development of the pro-
ductive forces, the degree of perfection of the relations of

socialist production and the level of consciousness of the mas-

ses themselves. Hence the masses participate actively in go-
verning the country. '

There are many forms of the participation of the masses
in the management of the national economy. The workers
play a primarly role in drafting and implementing plans, they
participate actively in the analysis of the economic and fi-

nancial activity of the enterprises, in studying and deciding -

the measures to take to raise their own ideological, cultural
and technical-professional level. Daily practice provides many
new forms in this field, which contribute to the strengthening
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of the centralized planned direction, to the further deepening

of the socialist democracy. in the management of the economy

and the perfecting of the relations between the cadres and
working masses in. a revolutionary way. '

- - The control, organization and management of the economy
by the working class, by the working masses, are not purely
formal, do.not have the character of a simple -campaign and
are not carried out spontaneously; on the contrary, they have
a permanent character and are consciously applied under the
guidance of the Party. The working masses are engaged every
day, every hour in this control, organization and management of
social production. and are ceaselessly perfecting them.

Self-reliance — the principal
road of the construction of socialism in
our country . '

«In the construction of socialism, the People’s Socialisl
‘Republi¢ of Albsnia relies mainly on its own forces.» (Article
14 of the Constitution of ihe PSR of Albania) '

Theoretically, this principle and its importance for the
construction of socialisim stem from the Marxist-Leninist theses
on- the determining role of the internal facter and the decisive
function of the masses in the work of construction. Like the

" people’s revolution, the construction of socialism in Albania

is the work of the masses. This, however, does not exciude
the role of the external factor during the national liberation
war or the internationalist aid of other socialist counfries
during the socialist construction of the country. '
In his report to the Tth Congress of the PLA (Novembeér
1976) Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out, «the complete con-
struction of the socialist seciety is closely linked with the
understanding and impleméntation of the principle of self-
reliance in every step and every field of life. This great Marx-
jst-Leninist principle of profound revolutionary content is not

only a law for the construction of socialism but also, in the -

present conditions, an urgent necessity for our country to cope.
guccessfully with enemy blockades and encirclement» The
Party of Labour of Albania considers that the principle of
self-reliance is not a temporary policy dictated by particular
circumstances, but an objective necessity for each couniry,
big or small, backward or developed, a principle applicable
in the liberation struggle, in the proletarian. revolution, as
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well as in the <onsiruction of socialism and the defence of

the ‘country. «The implementation of this principle,» Comrade

FPnver Hoxha goes on, «bars all paths to the inflow of bank
credits from bourgeois and revisionist states, by means of
which the imperialists and social-imperialists enslave countries
and nations, and fatben on their blood and sweat. The so-
called aid of the imperialists and soclal<imperialists to the
developing countries comstitutes a great fraud and is aimed
at exploiting the economies of these countries and dictating
their imperialist policy to them.-

. The principle of self-reliance Presupposes the continuous
reliance on the strengih, the ideas and creative work of the .

working masses, the maobilization and organization of -these

masses for the material and social progress of the sociallst-

society, it presupposes reliance on the material resources of

the country and their discovery, development and rational
utilization to the benefit of the construction of socialism;
reliance on the internal accumulation of the country, the most

 rational utilization of it in accordance with a genere}l line
of a regime of savings, on the aceumulation and generelization
of the country’s internal experience, as well as on the prudent
and creative utilization of foreign experience, adapted to the
conditions of the country; the seiting up of an'lndegend-ent,
“multi-branched, modern national economic system which res-
ponds to the conditions and needs of the couniry.

Immediately after Liberation, the question of the econoniic -

and cultural development of the country became the concern
of the eniire people, Under the jeadership of the 'Party,
workers, peasants, intellectuals and women, set up units, de-
tachments, battalions and brigades for voluntary work. An

unprecedented enthusiasm for work swept the whole coun-

iry. . ) ,
In those very difficult conditions and despite a terrible
shortage of machinery and experienced cadves, everybody
worked self-sacrificingly to repair all the damaged roads and
pridges and restore the communications network.

Thanks to the unsparing efforts of the workers, some of
the - factories, power stations and mines were repaired and
cecommenced their operation in the first year after Libera-
tion. The peasants were mobilized to ensure the sowing of the
arable land and, with state aid, to rebuild the burnt-out houses.

 The educational and cultural institutions began. the}r activity,
and new schools were opened, especially in the villages.

e
A
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The entire development of the economy of the PSR of
Albania is based on' the utilization of the internal, human,
material and monetary resources, Immense invesiments have
been made in order to increase the fundamental production
funds, to re-equip and modernize the existing branches of
the economy, to develop the natural assets of the country end
utilize them more and more for the benefit of the economy.

Through consistent implementaiion of the principle of
self-reliance considerable results have been achieved in Al-
bania in the development of the national economy and the
fulfilment of the needs of many branches. Thus, today our
industry fulfils all the needs of the country for eleciric power,
liquid and solid fuels and chemical fertilizers. It also satisfies
all the needs for building materials (cement, timber, bricks, .
window glass, ete). Our engineering industry is capable of
producing most of the spare parts needed for our economy
and has begun to turn out many types of machinery and
equipment, up o complete production lines, for factories and
whole industrial complexes. Light industry fulfils the needs
of the people for textiles, shoes, eic, the food industry also
fulfils the greater part of the needs for various products,
especially oil, sugar, etc. '

The advance of our socialist agriculture enables it to
ensure ever better supplies of other food products for the
needs of the population and to provide industry with raw
materials of plant or animal origin. In 1976, our agriculture
achieved a great success: it produced all the bread grain needed
by the country. ' : '
 -The complex plants designed and built in Albania, today,
rank with the most advanced in the world as to their size
and technical level. A complele educational system, which
satisfies the needs of the country for middle and higher
cadres of all specislities, has been established. Today Albania
has an extensive network of research instifutions engaged

_in fruitful studies and research for the benefit of production.

" The coming into production of new, powerful indusirial
complexes will fulfil the needs of industry for steel, for iren
profiles, tubes and plates, for high-quality liquid fuels, raw
materials for the chemical industry, fibre-cement products,
glass, and other products required by the engineering industry.
" This vigorous development has resulted in the build-up
of the inteérnal resources in the functioning of the national
economy. S

15 = 11T A
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~ Self-reliance means that the working masses play an ever
‘greater role in.the soluiion .of the economic problems of the
country. The motto «Rely on our own forces- has become a
source of inspiration in Albania.. When the Khrushchevite
revisionists, and later, the Chinese revisionists, recalled their
specialists and organized the blockade against our country,
the Albanian workers themselves started to design and build
machinery and equipment and even whole industrial com-
plexes with their own forces. The Albanian cadres and spe-
cialists discovered important mineral resources, thus increasing
‘the potential and independence of the national economy.
The working class, the innovators and rationalizers, the
éngineers and technicians, the cadres, specialists and all the
other working people of Albania have mobilized their physi-
cal, mental and creative abilities to fulfil the state plan ahead
of schedule, to increase the productivity of labour, and to
produce within the country machinery, equipment or other
products which were imported in the past.

The principle of self-reliance, the maximum utilization '

of all the internal resources and reserves, as well as the con-
struction: of a powerful national economy, enable the country
6 obtain the necessary machinery and equipment in foreign
markets through trade on the. basis of mutual benefit.

The principle of self-reliance does not deny the role of
- the external factor. '

On this subject, Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out: .

<While working for the construction of socialism according
to the principle of self-reliance, our Party has never dreamed
of creating an autarchic economy, isolated within itself. At
the same time, while combating any feeling of inferiority and
worshipping everything foreign, it has not negated the value
of progressive world thinking, the achievements of science
and technology in other couniries. It has
revolutionary experience of all peoples, everything that serves
the cause of the emancipation and progress of mankind.’

«Far from excluding reciprocal collaboration and aid
among the revolutionary and socialist forces, self-reliance
presupposes it. The aid .
the countries and peoples fighting for national and social libe-
ration, the mutual aid among countries building socialism, is
an internationalist duty. It iz deveid of amy sort of selfish
interest and inspired by the lofty interests of Marxism-Lenin-
ism. This aid is to the advantage not only of the country

RE

always prized the -

which the victorious revolution gives.

- sociely, expressed in the stafe plan.
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which receives it but alse of the country which gives it, be-

- cause the triumph of socialisth in any country - serves the

trivmph of the revolution in the. other countries, oo, ils

triumph over capitalism and revisionism.- -
In the future too, Albania will adhere firmly to the li

of building socialism by relying on its ocwn forgas.o  Lne

The planned management of the economy

The mode of production in the People’s Socialist Republi

e mo _ public
EJ; t?é}l;:{dztc;; Ell'llla;jactemzed by the planned development of the
Cons%:,ustig::?mple is sanctioned by Articles .25 and 26 of the

«The state organizes, manages and develops i
and social life according to a Enified genera'lppl‘;g ?ion;régg
to satisfy the ever increasing material and cultural needs of
the society, to sirengthen the independence and defence of
the country, by constanily increasing and perfecting socialist
production on the basis of advanced technology»

«For the administration of means which are property of
the whole people, the state creates economic enterprises which
carry on their activity guided by the general interests of the

. The necessity and possibility of this planned development
stem from the social character of the ownership of the means
of production, the various enterprises heing considered as
lformlng a single economic entity. Therefore large-scale social-
ist production cannot develop without a general plan.

The planned development of the economy in the People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania is carried out by the people’s
power, . : .

The state plans the development of the country’s eco-
nomy; it administers the material, human and financial re-
sources, determines the volume and structure of production
and major projects to develop the economy, establishes the
rates of increase of labour productivity, the volume of goods

-in circulation in inbernal amd foreign trade, fixes the prices

of goqu, the levels of pay for workers and officials, etc. The
Albanian state also directs the economic life of the agricultural
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- cooperatives always taking account of their special characte-
ristics as cooperative enterprises. o

Because of the great importance of planning in the ac-
complishment, by the socialist state, of its principal funptwn
in the economic, organizational, cultural and educ_atmnal flelc}s, :
the Constitution of the People’s Socialist Rfaput?hc of Alpanm,
as was mentioned above, gives explicit legislative s‘anctmn'to
‘the planning of the national economy as a constitutional prin-
ciple. : ‘

P The planning of the economy develops along with the es-
sential stages of the conversion of private -property’ of the
means of production into social property. In the first stage,
st the commencement of social ownership of the means of
production, when this form of ownership is mot yet predomi-
nant, the planning of the people’s economy has a pa}"tl_al s_md
limited character. In the second stage when the socmh;atmn
of the means of production has been achieved, in gener.:.ll, and
cocial ownership has become predominant, the people’s eco-
nomy begins to develop according to a ‘um'fled genf-}ra] siate
plan. In the third stage, when the social ownership of the
means. of production is totally predominant, -Whe;r} the eco-
nonic base of soclalism has been built and the gocialist rela-
tions of production have triumphed both in town and country-
side, the planning of the econemy enters a new hlgh-.gr stage
of development, At this stage it is applied in the entire eco-

m:':m'&‘}me-es.t:alblishrnerxt and development of a planned economy
demand the establishment and orgenization of an adequate
system of organs for the management and planning of the

i : he | : ding to.
.national economy, from the centre to the b_ase, accor
the principle of ‘democratic centralism, This has been and.

ains the fundamental principle of the planned management
mhe national economy. '?[‘he drafting of a unified state plan
. on a broad, democratic basis cannot be conceived without
this principle. The system of state organs for thle manage-
ment and planning of national economy in Albania: ‘w:f
astablished and has gradually developed, starting from initjal,

simple forms of organization, fo regch the highly perfectefi B

- i s today. ‘ ‘
fom&ﬁe h:}cate plb;ns in the People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania bear «the seal of the peopler. Both drafting them
and carrying them out are the collective work of the wprkl_rtlg
people. Wherever they are, at work, at meetings of their city
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quarter, in the cultural institutions, etc, the working masses
_never fail to discuss the draft plans, to make their criticisms

and suggestions. On the basis of the many suggestions put
forward in these popular debates, the initial figures alwalys
undergo changes and modifications. The working masses
have freguently modified the plan during its execution, have
set higher targets and accelerated the rates of development.
All plans undergo such modifieations. :
‘Upward of 13,500 commissions and planning groups, con-

- gistihg of more than 82,000 members, T8 of them workers

and cooperativists were set up and functioned all over the
homeland to draft the directives of the 6Th Five-year Plan.
About 160,000 working people coniributed to the discussion
in the courge of the examination of the draft directives, ad-
vancing about 45000 proposals, of which over 30,000 were.
found valuable and endorsed. The same procedure was followed
for the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985), too.

It should be pointed out that in the course of the
debate, thanks to their very powerful spirit of initiative and
revolutionary enthusiasm, the working masses expressed their
determination to undertake bold tasks, considerably greater
tasks ‘than those envisaged in the drafi-directives. Thus, the
working masses themselves raised almost all the main targets
presenfed in the draft-directives of the 6th and 7th Five-"

vear Plans. The revolutionary ardour of the agricultural work-
ers iz also note-worthy. :

From one five-year pian to the other

Albania embarked on the road of the development of a.
planned economy with a burden of great socigl, economie,
technical and cultural backwardness inherited from the past,
at a time when the country had suffered great material
damage and loss of life at the hands of the fascist occupiers.
The planned organization and development of the life of
the country, of course on the basis of partial plans, began
immediately after the triumph of the people’s revolution.
Such were the plans of 1945 and 1946. These annual plans
envisaged the accomplishment of concrete tasks for the
revival and organization of the national economy immediately
after Liberation. The indices of these plans were naturally
relatively restricted, but no small effort was required to
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accoraplish them. The aim was to reconstruct the ravaged and
paralysed economy, to get the mines and certain small
industrial units back into operation, to rebuild bridges and
communication routes, to rebuild the damaged houses, etc.

The first unified state plan of the national economy
was that of 1947. It marked the beginning of the develop-
ment of the economy on a national scale, on the basis of
unified state plans. It enabled certain concrete and urgent
tasks concerning the reconstruction and equipment of the
. economy to be carried out. The plan of 1948 completed the
vestoration of different branches of the national economly
and ensured their subsequent development. Total industrial
output that year was twice that of 1938. At this stage com-
munications were completely restored, the bridges and roads
were repaired, the burnt-out houses were reconsiructed
and a great number of new projects were completed.

After the accomplishment of the two annual plans, the
drafting of the two-year state plan for 1949-1950 hegan. This
~ plan marked a new, higher stage in the planning and develop-
‘ment of the Albanian people’s economy. This plan envisaged

the creation of new branches and mew indices which, with
reason, did not figure in the preceding plans. The accomplish-
- ment of the two-year plan brought about many modifications
in the structure of total industrial and agriculiural production.
The development of the people’s econormy on the basis

of short-term state plans was necessary in the first years .

after Liberation, in order to accomplish some very urgent
tasks, for the reconstruction, management and organization

of the economy, to acquire the nécessary experience to go on

to five-year plans of the development of the economy and
culture, without which the construction of socialism and
communism was inconceivable. . .

The Ist Five-year Plan (1951-1955)

As a result of the accomplishment of the first plans, in
1950, total industrial and agricultural output were respectively
4 times and 30 per cent above the pre-war figures. Therefore,
in 1951, the conditions had been created for the planning
_of the people’s economy to enter a new phase of development,
that of long-term plans. Thus a new period began, a period
of development at high rates. New, rational, well-harmonized
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proportions were established between the various branches
of the economy, planning was established on a more scientific
basis and corresponded better to our possibilities, the Marxist-
Leninist principles of socialist planning of the. people’s econ-
omy were applied in a more complete and better organized
way. - _ . ,
The long-term plans in Albania are unified five-year
plans for the entire national economy. Up till 1980, six such
plans had been successfully accomplished, Now the Albanian
people are engaged in carrying out the Tth Five-year Flan.
(1981-1985). B C .

The effect of the successful completion of the 1st Five-
year Plan was to transform Albania from a backward agri- -
cultural country into an agricultural-industrial country, The
basis of the new socialist economy was laid and the socialist
sector of agriculture was extended. The necessary conditions
were created for the rate of the collectivization of agricul-
ture to be accelerated, and for the construction of the eco-
nomic base of socialism to .be completed in the next five-
year plan. In 1955, the total volume of industrial preduction
was 179 per cent higher than in 1950 and 11.5 times that
of 1939. The rate of growth of industrial production was
22 per cent a year. In certain branches of industry, such as

. the extraction of chromium ore, the engineering industry,

the timber industry, local’ industry, etc, the fargets of the
plan were overfulfilled. The handicraft cooperatives fulfilled
the five-year plan 10 months ahead of schedule. Ahout 150
factories and other new state-owned enterprises were com-

’ miaiioned during the 1st Five-year Plan.

Agriculture made great progress also, The pfo’clu'ction of

‘bread grain in 1955 was 53 per cent higher than in 1950.

The vigorous development of the economy and the
growth of industrial and agricultural production made possible
the improvement of the ‘material situation of the working
people and the raising of their cultural level. The circulation
of goods in 1955 was 105 per cent greater than im 1950.
The mational incoine had increased by 70 per cent, the real
wages of the workers and employees by 20 per cent, the
income of the peasantry by 35 per cent. : ' .

" Great successes were recorded also in the development
of culture and education., The network of schools was extended
and the number of schools and students increased. Illiteracy

“was completely abolished among people under 40 years of age.
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The 2nd Five-yéar Plan (1956~1960)

The 2nd Fivelvear Plan was overfulfilled- This plan
was characterized by the construction of the economic base
of socialism. The total industrial output which was to be
realized in five years was realized in four years and nine
months, hence the industrial output envisaged for 1960 was
realized in 1959. In 1960, the total industrial output was
2.2 times above that of 1955 and 25 times that of 1038. The
mining, elecirieal, engineering and building materials industry

-had the highest development rates. The branches of the
light and food industries developed in parallel fashion.
Consequently, the structure of industry was much improved,
In 1960, industry’s contribution bo the national income reached
40 per cent.

During the 2nd Five-year Plan 250 big economic and
“eultural projecis were completed. New oil-fields and new
iron nickel, chromium, copper and coal mines came into
production. New workers’ towns sprang up alongside.

The most important victory in agriculture,- a historic
victory, was the large-scale collectivization of agriculture.
In 1960, the socialist sector in agriculture covered 87 per cent
of the arable land. Despite. had weather, especially in the
two last 'years of the five-year plan, the agricultural output
of 1960 was 25 per cent higher than that of 1955. The area
of cullivated land was increased by 13 per cent, Yields of all
agricultural products, including grain, increased, Tobaceo,
cotton and sugar-beet had the highest rates of increase.

~ The growth of industrial and agricultural production,
the big productivity of labour and the fall in the cost of
production were the main factors which resulted in an

appreciable rise in the level of the material and cultural

life of the people. In comparison with 1955, in 1860, the

national income increased by 48 per cent, the real wages of

the workers and employees by 29 per cent, while the real
income of the peasants increased by 35 per cent. During the
2nd Five-year Plan, 8 major reductions in the retail prices
of consumer goods were decreed: These reductions represented
a gain of 7 billion 200 million (old) leks for the population.
The rates of increase in the circulation of goods were 2
to 3 ‘times higher than those of the increase of population.

-— —
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- Considerable progress was recorded, also, in the develop-
ment of education and culture, as well as in the protection
of the people’s health. In 1960, one person out of five went
1o school. The number of higher cadres trebled in comparison
with 1955, Average life expectancy rose to 62 years.

The 3rd Five-year Plan (1961-1965)

Despite the savage imperialist-revisionist blockade im-
posed on the country, the tasks of the 3rd Five-year Plan
were successfully accomplished on the whole. This plan mark-
ed an important step forward in the constructlon of the
material and technical base of socialism.

The plan of total indusirial production was fulfilled 97
per cent. In the chromium, copper, electrical and engineering
industry, the targets were overfulfilled by satisfactory marg-
ins. The oil, coal, building materials, and light and food in-
dustries made further progress. The foundations of the chemi-
cal industry were laid. In the five years, 438 indusirial, agri-
cultural and socio-cultural projects were built and brought
into service. Total industrial production in 1965 was 39 per
cent higher than in 1960, or 34.8 times higher than in 1938.

: The total agricultural output in 1966 was 36 per cent’
higher than thai of 1960, and 2.3 {imes that of 1938. The

production of bread grain increased by 51 per cent, the
irrigation capat:lty by 52 per cent. The volume of mechamzed
work increased by 82 per cent, while the necessary base
fogd the estalbldshment of an intensive agriculture was strength-
en
- In comparison with the 2nd Five-year »Plan, the national
income increased by 44 per cent. The part of this income
allocated to consumption,  the circulation of ~the goods In
socialist trade and the total housing floor space increased
likewise. The number of pupils and students envisaged in the
plan was surpassed. The number of middle cadres doubled
while the number of higher cadres more than doubled.
The successful achievement of the objectives of the 3rd
Five-year Plan was a testimony to the revolutionary spirit
of the Albanian Workers, and their great moral and politiesl
strength. The acoomphshment of this five-year plan showed
that the base on which the Albanian socialist economy was
built was invulnerable and that the road followed by the
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people’s power for the socialist construction of the country
was correct. The experience of these five years also proved
_that the socialist econstruction of a country can continue
successfully even under the difficult conditions of the im-
. perialist-revisionist encirclement and pressure, -

The 4th Five-year Plan (1966-1970)

The 4th Five-year Plan marked an important step for-
ward in the construction of the material and technical base
of socialism by means of the socialist industrialization of
the country, the strengthening of the cooperative system in
the countryside, the rapid development of agricultural pro-
duction, mainly of bread grain, and the deepening of the
technical and scientific revolution. On this basis the well-
being of the people and their cultural level were raised and
the defence potential of the socialist Homeland increased.

The 4th Five-year Plan was accomplished in 4 years
and 7 months. The targets for the growth of total industrial
production were overfulfilled and the level fixed for 1970
was achieved in 1868. - :

Because of a more complete exploitation of the existing
productive capacities and the construction of new projects,
during this plan the socialist industrislization of the country
developed in extension and depth. Instead of the 50-54
per cent increase envisaged by the plan, total industrial
production in 1970 was 83 per cent higher than that of 1085.
The average rate of annual growth of industrial production
was 12.9 per cent, or 4.2 per cent higher than envisaged.

The production of the means of production (group A)
in 1970 was 108 per cent higher than that of 1965, instead
of the 65-89 per cent increase envisaged. In the sector of
the geological service, the objectives set for the increase

of industrial reserves were surpassed. Instead of the envisaged
46 per cent increase, crude oil production in 1970 increased

by 81 per cent in comparison with 1965, The targets were
overfulfilled also in mineral extraction, oil refining, produc-
tion of blister copper, ete. The production of electric power
increased 2.8 fold in comparison with 1965, instead of the
2.3 fold envisaged. The 4th Five-year Plan laid the founda-
tions of the chemical industry, which has made an important
contribution to the continuous increase in production, es-
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pecially in agriculture. The engineering industry also made
considerable progress through the creation of new productive
capacities and a better utilization of its internal reserves.
This branch of the economy successfully accomplished all
the tasks assigned to it. The total output of the engineering
industry in 1970 was more than 3 times greater than in
1965. _ : :

The advance in the production of the means of produc-
tion was accomplished in harmony with the equally necessary
increase in the production of goods for current consumption
(group B). Instead of the envisaged 33-38 percentage increase,
the production of consumer goods in 1970 increased by 58 per
cent in comparison with 1965. The average rate of annual
growth was 9.5 per cent instead of the envisaged 6.7 per
cent.

“TIn 1970, total agricultural output had increased by 33

‘per cent in comparison with 1965, representing a 5.8 per cent

annual increase. The production of field crops increased by
55 per cent and bread grain by €5 per cent..The production
of milk, meat and other animal products also increaged -
considerably. -

The plan for breaking in new land by the cooperativist
peasantry was overfulfilled. The irrigation capacity grew
by 33 per cent - to cover 54 per cent of the arable land as
against 46 per cent in - 1965. The volume of mechanized
work increased by 890 per cent instead of the 36 per cent
increase enwisaged by the 4th Five-year Plan. Agriculture was
provided with 6 times more chemical fertilizers than in
the 3rd Five-year Plan,

In the course of the 4th Fivelyear Plan, the volume of
investments increased by 55 per cent and that of construction
work by 46 per cent instead of the envisaged 34 and 18
per cent, respectively. The purpose of the investments and
construction work was to ensure the rapid development of
the extended socialist reproduction, the development of the
social and cultural sectors, in particular, for the construction of
houses, and especially to overcome the heavy damage caused

" by several earthquakes which the country. experienced during

that period.
Satisfactory results were also achieved in’ the develop-
ment of transport. In comparison with 1965, the volume of

~goods transport had increased in 1970 by 53 per cent instead

of the envisaged 41-46 per cent, Passenger transport increased
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by 108 per cent instead of the envisaged 83 per cent, The
milway network was extended and the merchant fleet
expanded. '

Thanks to the continuous development of social produc-
tion, the national income in 1970 increased by 55 per cent
in comparison with 1065, instead of the envisaged 45-50
per cent.

During the. 4th Five—yeaf Plan, the level of aceumulation

achieved was raised to 34 per cent. This increase was
accompanied with the continuous general growth of con-
sumption by the population. In comparison. with 1965, the
fund of consumption in 1970 had increased 30 per cent, or
2.1 times more rapidly than the growth of the population.
Important measures were taken during this five-year plan to

raise the standard of living of the working people. All taxes

on the working people’s incomes were abolished. The prices
of a series of mass consumer goods were reduced, and a
number of measures favouring the agricultural cooperatives
were taken. The turnover of retail trade goods in 1970 had
increased by 45 per cent as against 1965, instead of the
envisaged 25-27 per cent. . -

The network of health institutions was extended during
the 4th Five-year Plan, and the number of hospital beds
increased by more than the envisaged 8 per cent.

All these figures show that the targets set by the Sth

Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania for ‘the 4th
Fivelyear Plan were, on the whole, accomplished with success.

The 5th Five-year Plan (1971-1975)

The 5th Five-year Plan was marked by a more vigorous
growth and strengthening of all branches of the economy.

. The figures show that in 1975, in comparison with 1970,
social production increased by 37 per cent and the national

income by 38 per cent, or al an average rate 3 times higher

than the rate of increase of the population. Indusirial pro-
duction now represéented 65 per cent of the total industrial
and agricultural production. In comparison with 1970, in 1975
it had increased by 52 per cent, at an average annual rate
of 8.7 per cent. Agricultural production had increased * by

33 per cent, at an average annual rate of 5.9 per cent. The .

- In 1975, the p
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table below presents the main figures characterizing the -
development of our people’s ¢conomy in the 5th Five-year
Plan: ' '

In per cent
Principal indices Incregse in 1875
as against 1870
— Total social production : 37
— National income : 38
— Total industrial production o 52
— Total agricultural production 33
— Volume of goods transported i 45
— Volume of investments (for the 5 ] .
years taken together) . 50
— Productivity of labour in industry . : 21
— Productivily of labour in consiruction ag
— Volume of exports (for the 5 years i
taken together) ’ 75
- Goods turnover in retail frade - . &
_'— Real income per capita of population . 145

During the 5th TFive-year Plan, the people’s economy
continued to develop at relatively rapid rates. The average
rate of growth of total social production was 6.5 per cent
(8.7 per cent for industrial production, 59 per cent for agri-

“cultural production). As was stressed above, these rates

were two to three times higher than the rate of increase:
of the population. This shows clearly that the economy of
socialist Albania is developing more rapidly than the econo-

mies of the capitalist <ountries or those countries where

the revisionists have come to power. Unlike the capitalist
and revisionist countries, socialist Albania knows no rises in
the prices of mass consumer goods, no inflation, no unem-
ployment. ' )

“The productive forces have developed rapidly in an all-.
round way, the material and technical base of socialism
wae raised to a new higher stage, and an imporiant step
forward was taken in the transformatien of Albania into
an industrial-agricultural country. The share of mational
income allocated to the development of the ecenomy and
culture was 36 per cent. The industrizlization of the country
continued to develop and the role of industry as the
leading branch of the people’s. economy grew considerably.
roduction of mesans of production (Group A)
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accounted for 58,5 per cent of the fotal industrial output.-
Important steps were also made in the rapid development
and intensification of all branches of agriculture, especially
the production of bread grain. This made it possible for the
untiring agricultural workers to achieve a brilliant victory"
in 1976 they succeeded in producing all the grain required
to ensure the people’s bread supplies. o

The well-being of the masses as a whole steadily im-
proved, and the essential differences between town and coun-
tryside were further reduced. The state used important
accumulated funds to cope with the uncontrollable rise in
the prices of imported goods and has not permitted this
phenomenon to affect the purchasing power of the popula-
iion. In comparison with 1970, the production of mass con-
sumer goods (Group B) increased by 45 per cent in 1975.
Thus the rate of growth of the fund of consumption was
higher than the rate of growth of the population, while
the real income of the peasantiry increased much more rapidly
than that of the urban population, Improvements were
made in the management of the ecomomy, in the sSystem of
wholesale purchases, supplies of goods and distribution. The
improvement of all the links of the superstructure during the
5th Five-year Plan opened the way to the continuous develop-
ment of the productive forces, released great forces and.
energies and warded off the danger of the bourgeois and
revisionist degeneration of our social, political and economic
- order. o '

-Achievements in the field of production
1. Indust'rial productiqn

In 1975, total industrial output made up 57 per cent of
the total social product, as against 52 per cent in 1970. In
comparison with 1970, in 1975, the production of means of
production had increased by 57 per cent and the production of
consumer goods by 45 per cent. Great successes were achieved

in increasing the industrial reserves of minerals; the targets

in this sector were accomplished and overfulfilled, opening
up surer prospects for the continuous socialist industriatization
of the country, for the exploitation of the natural resources
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and the long-term development of the various branches of
industry. :

The light and food industry also achieved considerable
successes: In comparison with 1970, production of the food
industry in 1975 increased by 51 per cent and that of light
industry by 34 per cent. To illusirate the importance of these

- pesults, it suffices to mention that in 1875 our economy

fulfilled 85 per cent of our needs for consumer goods with
local products. This is a great victory.

2. Agricultural production
Thanks to the particular concern of the Party for

the socialist economic, social and cultural development of
the couniryside, important successes were achieved in agricul-

tural production and the development of the countryside in-

general, .
In 1975, the agricultural enterprises and the higher-type
cooperatives alone ensured 37 per cent of the bread grain
of the Republic and - their ‘contribution to the other crops
was about 57 per cent for cotton, 88 per cent for sunflower,

88 per cent for sugar-beet, 39 per cent for olives, 60 per cent _I

for citrus fruit, 62 per cent for milk, 49 per cent for
meat, etc. _
During the 5th Five-year Plan, the number of tractors

‘(calculated in 15 horse-power units) increased by 54 per
cent; the irrigated area now covers 50 per cent of the

arsble land. In 1975, the quaniity of chemical fertilizers

used was 41 per cent higher than that of 1970. During

this same period 90,000 hectares of thé new land were planted
to crops. : ) :

The production of 1975, as against 1970, increased as

- follows:
— total field crops 30 per cent
— bread grain 3 » =
— sugar-beet 76 » =
— suntlower ’ - 70 - =
— c¢otton 48 ». »
— haricot beans ' . 47 » »
— livestock products 3% » =
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3. Investments and fundgmental 'consm"ctions

The important and complex invesiments for the rapid
and many-sided development of the different branches of
the economy and culture, made especially in heavy extracting
and processing industry and agriculture, were one of the
main . characteristics of the 5th Five-year Plan. - -

The investments made during the 5th Five-year Plan
were 50 per cent higher than those made during the. preceding
five-year plan and the volume of fundamental constructions
increased by 49 per cent. . _ )

In the 5th Five-year Plan, 155 importent new economic
and socio-culiural projects were consiructed and put into
service. During this period, a considerable amount of wprk
was done in several major projects such as the meta_llurgwal
. combine (which has now turned out the Iirst Albanian iron

and steel), the hydro-power station at Fierza, the oil refinery .

in Ballsh, the urea plant, the PVC and soda plant, the
Gjang irrigation reservoir, ete. : o

4. Transport and communications

The road, railway and telecommunications network was

extended. This facilitated and improved economic and social -
relations and further animated the life of the country. The

volume of goods transport increased by 45 per cent -and
passanger transporf by 38 per cent. The volume of rail trans-
port of goods was doubled. Sea transport made progress,
and the capacity of the sea ports increased. The communica-
tions sector satisfied the needs of the economy and the popu~

lation of the city and the countryside better, doing a volume

of work in 1975, 61 per cent greater than in 1970,

II. The accomplishment of tasks for the distribution of
the social product, for raising the level ofl well-being
and the cultural development of the psople :

1. Distribution and _ui;filizatimn'of the national _imom

During the 5th' Five-year Plan, the distribution and
utilization of the national income were carried out in con-
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formity with the policy of the Party, mantaining a high
level of accumulation with the aim of accelerating the
development of the productive forces, ensuring the build-up
of the defence capacity of the country and improving the
general well-being of the people. ' :

The part of the national income allocated to.the fund of
accumulation was 36 per cent instead of the 34-37 per cent
envisaged by the 6th Congress of the Party, while 64 per cent,
as against the envisaged 63-66 per cent of the national income
was allocated to the fund of consumption. The target sel by

" the 6th Congress of the Party for the growth of the real

income of the population was successfully achieved and the
difference in ihcomes between the urban and rural popula-
tion was further reduced. The real income of the city
dweller increased by 8.7 per ceni while that of the peasant
increased by 20.5 per cent. It should be noted that the

primary factor in the well-being and increased real per

capita -income has been and remains the growing participa-
tion of the active population in useful social work. In fact,
the number of workers in 1975 dincreased by 21 per cent as
against 1970. In the countryside, too, the participation in
work contributed directly to raising the well-being of the
peasants. The fact that the average income per member in
the agriculiural cooperatives in 1975 had increased by 29
per cent, as against 1970, was a great success.

During the 5th Five-year Plan, a series of measures
were taken favouring the cooperative peasantry, especially in
the hilly and mountain. zones, in vrder to reduce the essential

differences between cily and countfryside. Here are some

of them: the establishment of a unified, centralized system
of pensions and social security benefits for mother and child;
reductions in the process of certain means of production scld
to the agriculiural cooperatives by the state; increased prices
for certain agricultural and livestock products bought by the
state; the undertaking by the state of part of the investments
made for breaking in new land, irrigation works and the
development of fruit~-growing. Besides reducing the essential-
differences between city and countryside, those measures
have helped to increase agricultural production and strength-
en the alliance of the working clags with the cooperativist
peasantry. ' .

In fighting to raise the living standards of the working

- masses, the Party has always pursued a correct policy in the

16 = 117 A
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i £ distribution, allowing no great differentiation in.
gleeldlegels of income and living standards between different
Sasses and groups of the population. This is not pEtt}:{-
bourgeois egalitarianism, but a correct’ 'flpphcatlon of the
socialist principle of remuneration accordlng to work '_d_one,
" and an effective measure to prevent the creation of a -prl_w]'eg-f-

ed and favoured stratum which might become the carrier fc-
" bourgeois and revisionist ideclogy and a social basis ‘0111'

the restoration of  capitalism in our country. It was wil

this purpose in mind that the Central Committee of the

and the Council of Ministers took the decision in
PA?)?':}{ 1976, «On the reduction of higher salaries, on im-

provements in the pay system for the workers and on the

ther narrowing of the distinctions between city and coun-
E?;side.» Thanks to these measures, the peasantry has atlilnet
gain of 140-160 million leks per year. This Is greater " au:
the total gain to our whole population from the imporian
peductions in the prices of consumer goods made in OGUr
te. _ _

counr}rifusupmto tg: PSR of Albania, the ratio ‘between the
average pay of a worker and the pay of & dure_ctolr. tof an
enterprise in a given sector is 1 to 1.7; the ratio be weer%
the average pay of the workers in general a_nd the payﬂf:
a director or minister is about 1 to 2; the ratio between ] e
lowest and highest pay of the workers in a given sec fn:'
is about 1 to 1.5-1:65. Because of ils importance in principle,
the pay ratio has become & juridical cqnstltgtxonal norm.
i the couniries where the revisionlst cliques are In
power, nut to speak of the capitahst_countmes, ,th? rablg
betwwe:a-n the lowest and highest pay varies between 1:10 an

1:30, without counting the bonuses which the directors of-

i icl i a result
terprigses, the engineers and technicians enjoy as a TESL
grfu tlf:a caf)italist distribution of profits n the revisionist

enterprises. :

- 2. fmpmvement of the well-being of the masses

: improvement of the well-being of the Workmg
mass'g.? t;lso 1glepemis: on-the circulation of goa_)ds. Durmg t!g;
5th Five-year Plan, the circulatlon_.oi goods _1ncrea§ed %7970
" per cent. Supplies for the people in 1975, as aggmstz 1970,
increased as follows: sugar 30 per cent, edible oils per

e i_l‘-.-'- i
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cent, meat 27 per cent, vegetables 22 per cent, milk 43 per
cent, cheese 60 per cent, eggs 180 per cent; shoes 25 per cent,
hesiery 51 per cent, furnijture and household goods 26 per
cent, efe. B .

The health service in the PSR of - Albania was greatly
extended during the 5th Five-year Plan, especially in the
countryside. Health service institutions have been set up in
almost all cooperatives, In 1970 there was one doctor for
1,180 people, while in 1975 there was one doctor for 870
people. It should be noted that in Albania medical care is
provided by the state free of charge for ihe enlire population.
Albania is the country with the lowest death-rate in Europe
and average life expectancy has reached 89 years, as

. against 38 'years in 1938.

3. Edwcation and culture

Important successes have been achieved in the fields
of education and culture. In 1975, 30 people out of every 100
went to school. In the work of education and teaching in
our new school, the spirit of the class, the proletarian and
revolutionary spirit of education have been strengthened through
the application of the three components of our new education
system: study, productive labour, physical and military edu-
cation. '

On the other hand, cultural and artistic activity assumed
a more pronounced mass character. This aclivity was purged
of the liberal-bourgeois and revisionist influences which
were the result of the hostile activity of the traitors

-Fadil Pagrami, Todi Lubonja and others in this field. The

founding of the Academy of Sciences was of great importance.
It created greater possibilities for the further extension and bet-
ter organization of research work, as well as for the perfecting
of the method of study and scientific research. The arts and
literature also made progress both in quantity and quality,
in their revolutionary confent and in their artistic form, .

" The marked raising of the well-being of the entire
people is @ great victory for the general line and the economic
policy of the PLA, which once again shows the superiority
of the socialist socio-economic order over the capitalist order,
whether bourgeois or revisionist, in such a vital and decisive

- sphere as that of the care shown. for man and all his needs.
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In the PSR of Albania, despite the blockade imposed
by the external enemies and the hostile activity In the
_economic field of the traitors Abdyl Kéllezi, Kogo Theodhosi
‘and Kico Ngijela, despite the pressure of the great economic
and financial crisis of the capitalisti-revisionist world, - the
prices of consumer goods have always remsained stable and
correspond. to the needs and purchasing power ‘of the people,
wheress in the capitalist and revisionist countries the prices 0
consumer goods are constanily rising.

In conclusion, -it can be said thai the targets for the
economic and cultural 'development of the country during
the 5th Five-year Plan, on the whole, were successfully
attained and that the fundamental political, economic and
social objectives set by the 6th Congress of the PLA were
achieved. _ )
2ch Tor the Albanian people these results were a solid basis
for their efforts to carry out the 6th Five-year Plan sanction-
ed by the 7th Congress of the Pla. .

The 6th Five-year Plan (1976_—__5’980}

The economy and culture of our country reached a higher
siage of development in the 6th Five-year Plan, The volume of
production was furiher increased and major improvements
were made in the structure of social production. _

Although the Chinese revisionists cut ofi credits and inter-
rupled - economic relations with our country, on which the
achievement of important ohjectives of the 6th Five-year
Plan depended, the Party called on the people, mob_xhzed and
led the working masses o fulfil the main targets of the state

lan. _
P In 1980, as against 1975, the total social product had
. incraased 24.4 per cent, or more than twice the increase of the
population. The industrial output of 1980 was 131 times that
of 1938. ) : ' ) ] X o

- As a result of the consistent implementation of the eco-
nomic policy of the Party for the further development of the
socialist industrialization of the country, total industrial pro-
duction increased at an average annual rate of 6.1 per cent
during the last five-year plan. New branches of indusiry were

set up, such as that of ferrous metallurgy, deep processing

of oil, the ferro-chrome industry, etc. Along with this, the
material and technical basis of the existing branches of the
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extracting and- processing industry was further extended.

Priority was given in the 6th Five-year Plan to the de-
velopment of branches which produce means of preduction, In
1980, the propertion of Group A in total industrial production
reached 64 per cent as against 56.8 per cent in 1975. The
energy industry was further strengthened, thus fulfilling the
growing needs of the country and becoming one of the main
sources for the increase of exports. Major successes were also
achieved in the discovery .of new- oil- and gas fields which
resulted in the imcrease of industrial reserves. Im 1980 the
quantity of coal extracted was 63 -per cent greater than in
1975, while the production of eleciric energy by the hydro-
power stations increased by 3 times.

The engineering industry had high rates of development,
o, and it fulfilled the target of ensuring 95 per cent of the
needs of the economy for spare parts locally. Major steps were
also made in the increase of the production of various machi-
nery and equipment. In 1980 the production of this branch
of indusiry wag 57.7 per cent greater than in 1975. Marked
progress was also made in the other branches of the heavy
extracting and processing industry, such as that of chrome,

- copper, the chemical industry, the building materials industry,

the timber and paper industry, ete.

The production of consumer goods was further increased
during the 6th Five-year Plan. The annual average growth
rate of many of the main products of the light and food-
industry was 2.2 to 6.5 times the annual rate of the population
increase. o : : _

Qur soclalist agriculture further developed in the 6th
Five-year Plan on the hasis of the intensification of the pro-
duction of its various branches. In comparison with the 5Hth
Five-year Plan, agricultural. production for the five years of
the 6th Five-year Plan faken tfogether was 214 per cent
greater. The cooperativist peasantry and the other working
pecple of agriculture consolidated their great victory, the
fulfilment of the needs of the economy and the people for
bread grain through the production of all the grain needed
within the country. This, along with the increase of other
agricultural and livestock produeis, resulted in the further
enhancement of the role of agriculture, in the strengthening
of the independence of the country and in the ever better
fulfilment of the needs of the people, industry and exports.:

These achievements were also the result of the further
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strengthening of the material-technical base of agriculture,
Along with the increase in the number of tractors and other
agricultural machines, irrigation was extended to another
40,000 hectares and in 1980 the quantity of chemical fertilizers
. was 50 per cent greater than in 1975. Marked progress was
also made in the more rational utilization of the material tech-
nical base through the application of advanced techniques and
technology for increasing the fertility of the soil and manage-
ment of livestock. : .

The - volume. of investments made in the 6th Five-year
Plan for the development of the economy and culture was
15 per cent greater than in the 5th Five-year Plan. Important
economic and social-cultural projects were built and commis-
sioned during this plan. They brought about the {further
strengthening of the material-technical base of the economy
as a whole and of its separate branches, of industry and
agriculture in particular,

_ The other branches and sectors of the economy and cul-
ture were also further developed. The volume of products
and goods transported during the past five-year plan increas-
ed by 30 per cent, thus fulfilling the requirements of the
economy for the timely transport of goods.

New markets for the export goods were ensured by the
foreign trade and the volume of export and import was
increased as a whole. .

" All these achievements were another major step forward
on the road of the transformation of Albania into an indus-
trial-agricultural country. ' _

As a result of the care of the Pariy and the measures it
took, the living standards of the working masses were further
improved. The real per capita income and the purchasing
power of the population were further increased and the
socialist commerce fulfilled the needs of the people for con-
sumer goods better, in quantity, quality and . structure. The
sector of communal services was also rapidly extended.

Socialist education and culture were further developed.
Their role in the communist education of the working masses
was further enhanced. Twenty thousand higher cadres of
different specialities, or 57 per cent more than in the previous
five-year plan, were trained in the 6th Five-year Plan. The
quality of teaching was raised in higher schools turning out
higher specialists and in secondary schools turning out quali-
fied workers and middle specialists. Over 730,000 pupils and

- — Total industrial production
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students are nowadays attending secondary and higher schools.

Fourteen feature films, 10 animated cartoon films, 26 docu-

mentary films and 40 newsreels are annually produced in
Albania. : T

The health service was further developed in the direction
of the protection and improvement of the health of the people.

- Another achievement was the adoption of further and more

¢omplete hygiene measures in cities, villages, work and pro-
duction centres and the protection of the environment from
pollution. There are 3,890 health institutions in Albania with
5,140 higher cadres serving in them. There is one doctor for
every 7388 residents without counting denlists.

. The socialist relations of production were further per-
fected on the basis of the directives of the 7th Congress of the
Party. The measures taken for the constant strengthening of
the socialist property, the improvement of the forms of re-

. muneration according fo the quantity and quality of the work

done, encouragement of revolutionary initiatives, especially of
that for the creation of joint herds from the cooperativists’

. personal livestock as well as the improvement of the scientific

and planned management of the economy, became major fac-
tors for the further development of the economy and culture
and the socialist construction in our country. '

The uninterrupted development and deepening of the
technical-scientific revolution, which has successfully solved
many problems of the development of fhe economy, culture
and the enhancement of the defence potential of the country,
has also made a valuable contribution to the general develop-
ment of the counfry. ' :

The Tth Five-year. Plan (1981-1985)

The main indicators of the development of the economy
during thig five-year plan are to rise as follows:

Increase in per cent
1985 against 1980

— Total social product : 34-36
— National income ' : - 36-37

. _ 36-38
— Total agricultural production {in the 7th Five-
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year Plan as against the 6th Five-year Plan,

for the five years taken together) _ 30-32
— Tundamental investments (in the Tth Five-

year Plan as against the 6th Five-year Plan,

- for the five years taken together) : 22-24
— Transport of goods (ton/kilometres) 34-36
— Circulation of retail goods in state trade 22-24
— Exports : : 58-60
— Productivity of -social labour. : 12-14
— Real income per head of population §-10
— Total financial income S 34-36

In industry geological prospecting for minerals will be
stepped up. Priority will be given fo the development of the
energy industry. In 1985, as against 1980, oil extraction will
increase 58-60 per cent, coal extraction will increase abouf
48 per cent and the production of electric power about 16
per cent. _

The mineral exiracting industry will be developed at
rapid rates. In 1985 as against 1980, extraction of chromium
ore will increase about 29 per cent, of copper ore about 53
per cent, and iron-nickel about 2.5 times. The extraction of
phosphorites, quartzite, rock salt, marble blocks, dolomite.
olivinite, bauxite, magnesium, nickel-silicate, alabaster, ete:
will alzo be increased. ' .

Ferrous and non-ferrous metallurgy will be developed
rapidly; in 1985 as against 1980 production of rolled steels
will increase 76 per cent, carbonic ferro-chrome about 3 fold
and blister copper about 28 per cent.

The total production of the engineering industry will
increase ‘43-45 per cent, reconditioning of spare parts 54-56
per cent and the production of machinery and equipment 56-
58 per cent.

In 1985 the production of the chemical industry will be

82-65 greater than in 1980, that of the building materials in-
dustry 20-22 per cent, of the timber and paper industry 22-24
per cent, of the light industry 38-40 per cent, of the food
industry 23-25 per cent. _
Agriculture will proceed more rapidly on the road of
intengification of production. Production of bread grain re-
mains the principal task in this five-year plan, ioo. Over the
5 years it will increase about 20 per cent in comparison with
the 6th Five-year Plan. Production of industrial crops will
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also increase rapidly. Average annual production. of sugar-beet
will increase 41-44¢ per cent, sun-flower 56-58 per cent, cotton
55-58, and tobacco 48-49 per cent. Special importance will be
given to increasing production of potatoes, vegetables and dry
beans. :

Animal products will also increase at rapid rates. In
1985 as against 1880 milk production will increase 30-32 per

cent, meat 53-55 per cent, eggs 50-52 per cent and wool 34-

36 per cent.
The area planted to fruit trees will be further extended.
Over the five years of the 7th Five-year Plan the production
of pip and stone fruit will increase 38-40 per cent, grapes 41-
44 per cent, ecitrus fruit 43-45 per cent and olives 88-70 per
cent ag against the 6th Five-year Plan.
Another 50-51- thousand hectares will be added to the

area under irrigation and 26 thousand hectares of virgin land

will, be broken in. o

The nationsl income will increase at rapid rates. In 1985
the fund of accumulation will increase 74-T6 per cent as
against 1980. The volume of investments during the Tth Five-
vear Plan will increase 22-24 per cant. About 74 ver cent of
the total volume of investments will be used for the develop-
ment of industry and agriculture.

During the Tth Five-year Plan 46-48 per cent of the
increase of industrial production and 42-44 per <ent of the

. increase of the volume of construction-installation work will

be secured from the increase in labour productivity.

Ahout 50 thousand flats will be built bv the state during
the 7th Five-vear Plan, Likewise, construction materials will
he made available for the cooperativist peasantry to build
31 thousand houses. o . o

In 1985 as against 1980, the number of students attending
the higher schools will increase 24 per cent, while the number
of pupils attending full-time secondary school will increase

. gbout 46 per cent. :
- Art, physical culture and sports will be further developed .
‘with greater mass participation in them. - _

The health service will also be further developed.
The technical-scientific revolution will be developed and

‘deepened in all branches of the economy and culture on the

basis of the Marxist-Leninist policy and world outlock of the
Party.” o
. The socialist relations of production will he further im-
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proved. The socialist property will be further strengthened, -

especially in the countryside. The relations of distribution
will be further improved through the application of the so-
cialist principle of remuneration according to the quantity and
quality of the work done. :

Advantages of the planned management
of the economy

The planned development ensures the national economy
a marked superiority not only over the semi-feudal economy

our country had in the past, but also over that of the most .

developed capitalist countries, . :
The people’s economy is directed to satisfying the needs

of society as a whole and not to seeking profit. Competition.

and anarchy of production heing non-existent, the planned
development of the economy in Albania is based on the de-

velopment of science and technology serving the needs of the

national economy.

Planning, as a method of management, ensures a con-
tinuous development of the people’s economy at accelerated
rates. The people’s economy does not experience the economic

crises which ravage the economies of other countries perio-

‘'dieally drawing them into regression and inflicting great ma-
terial damage on society. Unlike what happens in the capital-
ist countries where there is a cyclical development of the
~ economy and crises recur periodically, the people’s economy
in Albania develops at high rates according to the propor-
tion fixed by the state, in conformity with the law of the
planned development of the national economy and the fun-
damental economic law of socialism.

The high rates of development are an objective neces-
sity dictated by the need to eliminate the techmical and
économic backwardness inherited from the past as quickly
as possible, to accelerate the rate of development of the
productive forces and bring it into conformity with the so-
cialist relations of production so as to ensure the raising
of the well-being of the working masses.

Even in recent years when Albania has built a powerful

economic base, the rates of development have remained high.’

Average annual growth rates 2 to 3 times higher than the

L o T L
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rate of natural increase of the population, which is one of
the highest in the world, is the main characteristic of the
industrial development of Albania. _

Such high rates of development naturally have the
effect of pushing ‘Albanjan industrial production to propor-
tions beyond any comparison with the past.

Tt should be mentioned that Albania surpasses a good
number of countries in the rate of industrial expansion.
Under the people’s power, industrial expansion rates have
been double the average annual world rate and three times

higher than the rates of certain developed capitalist coun-

tries. o _
During this same period, sccialist agriculture also de-
veloped rapidly. It is note-worthy that, despite the extreme
backwardness Albania inherited from the past, today it has
surpassed the average world development rates.

“Historical. experience has refuted the theses that high
rates of development are typical of the first stage of indus-
trialization, and gradually decline in the subsequent stages.

"The rapid development recorded in socialist Albania is
proof of the superiority of the socialist regime. This supe-
riority will make it possible in the future for Albania to
attain higher and higher peaks in its economic and cultural
development. :

The harmonious development of the
national economy

The socialization of the means of production in Albania
resulted in the liquidation of the elements of the economic
life characteristic of bourgeois society, sponianeous fluctua-
tions of market prices, the rate of profit, the value of
shares, etc. which gave way to the harmonious development
of the socialist economy. Under capitalism, where all pro-
cesses develop -spontaneously, harmony is conceived in no
other form than as a blind means to be obtained and establish-
ed temporarily through the crises, disproportions, anar-
chy, eompetition and disruption which are characteristic of

this system. In the socialist regime, the social ownership

of the means of production makes pessible the conscious
preservation of the stability, continuity and dynamism of
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these proportions. This is achieved, first and foremost, through
the planning of the people’s economy.

The five-year plans ensure the proportional development
of the various branches of the people’s economy as well as
 of all the districte of the country. This is not just a static

balance, established through the wvarious elements of repro-
duction, but an interlinking of these elements adapted to
the conditions and requirements of a given stage. Hence the
five-year plans comprise a dynamic balance. Consequenily,
under thé people’s power, produclion of means of production
nas increased more rapidly than that of goods for consump-
tion, accumulation more gquickly than consumption, in-
dustry. has developed more quickly than agriculture, - the
development of certain elements and sectors of social re-
production is accomplished more -rapidly than that of cer-
iain others. All these fsctors constitute an objective neces-
sity for the harmonious development of the people’s eco~
nomy at the given stage.

The successes achieved in the development of industry
testify to the creation of a powerful material base and make

possible the transformation of Albania from an agricultural-
industrial country to an industrial-agricuitural country, then.

to an industrial country with advanced agriculture. Along
with the increase of the productive capacities, these suc-
cesses also enable emphasis ta be placed on the intensifica-
tion of agriculture based on modern technique and techno-
logical processes.

The main -task in regard to indusirial development in

the future remains the development of industrial production

and improvement of its structure, so that a multi-branched
industry relying mainly on advanced technology and a stable
Jocal basiz as regards the provision with raw materials is.
created. Only such an industry can make possible the achie-
vement of short-term and long-term objectives of the indus-
trialization, the utilization, stage by stage, in a rational way
and with the maximum economic efficiency, of the various
natural resources of the country; the fulfilment of the es-
sential and most urgent needs of the national economy; the
systematic raising of the standard of living of the people and
the build-up of the defence capacity of the country.

The priority development of the means of production is
hased on the process of continuous technical development,
on ihe expansion of the material and technical base, on- the
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quantitative growth of the means of production used; on the

gradual modification of their structure and the multiplication
and tenovation of their forms. This process has contributed
to the accelerated growth of the volume of production of
means of production compared to that of consumer goods.
The more rapid growth of means of production as com-
pared with consumer goods has been achieved in Albania as
a result of the increase -of the share of material expenditure

in production. : ’ ]
‘The rapid growth of. productive accurnulation remains

another factor of the high level of dynamism of socialist

reproduction and the priority development of means of pro-
duction. . :

Starting from the 3rd Five-year Plan, the fund of accumu-
lation has increased not only in absolute value but also In
relation to the fund of consumption. In the historical condi-
vions of the comstruction of socialism in the PSR of Al
bania, the maintenance of a relatively high level of accumula-
tion is dictated by the need to accomplish as quickly as

" possible the iasks emerging from the stage of the completion
of the comstruciion of the material and technical base of

socialism, as well as the circumsiances created by the im-
perialist and revisionist economic blockade.

This is a revolutionary line in the distribution and use
of the national income. It fully responds to the necessity of
achieving the highest possible rates of deve-}opmeni; by care-
fully harmonizing the long-term objectives with the immediate
taske. This line is closely linked with the vital pecessity of
establishing an economy as self-sufficient as possible, capable
of coping with all circumsiances which may arise from the
imperialist and revisionlst encirclement. The growth of the
fund of accumulation and first of all its increase as.a Dper-
centage of the national income are also dictated by ihe need
to overcome the economic backwardness inherited from the
past as quickly as possible. This is indispensable if the
prograrﬁ of the socialist industrialization, the collectivization
and intensification of agriculture, the program of the complete
construction of the socialist society, is to Dbe carried out.

The increase in accumuiation, the maintenance of high
rates of this increase, constituie an.cbjective process dictated

by the development in depth of the technical-scientific -

revolution which is going on in the People’s Socialist Repu-
blic of Albania today, by the acceleration of the rates of




254 ° . PORTRAIL OF ALBANIA

tion of the material and technical base of socialism,
:?:&St{;c the need for a marked increase in the productivity
of labour. That is why the norm of accumulation in Albania
i i h' N - -
® S‘Jlt}tsg the rapid development of socialist production which
has made the growth in volume and the rate of increase of
accumulation both necessary and possible. The need - for
funds, especially for productive funds has 1n<§reased, consi-
derably. And as* we have pointed ocut in previous chapters,
this can be seen in the incrl'ease in the fundamental invest-
; de in our national economy. . __
menthhirél aincreased accumulation constitutes a m-ater'lal and
financial base, not only for the increase of prodpctlon but
also for the growth of consumption, a growth which resulItS
in the improvement of the well-being of the people. In
fact, if accumulation and consumption are eons1dnereF1 from
the angle of their reciprocal connection and not only ior om‘:fz
year but for a longer time, it turns out that the f!.md o
accumulation used in the course of several years is ma-
terialized in the growih of preduction and thg nat1qnal income,
consequently in the growth of material anfi flpanclal values in
the successive years, a large part of which is used to razﬁ.e
the material standard of living and the cultural level of the
pefrp'i%e gquestion of proportion belween the cqn.sumpthn
and accumulation funds has been always solved m Albamda
through a judicious harmonization of the immediate an
long-term interests of the individual and general 1nterestsf.
As a result of this policy, the big increase in the fund o
accumuletion from one period to another and the rate of
accumulation have not entailed reduction of the fund (;»f
consumption in abselute value or per head ofﬁpopulatmn. ( 1’;
the contrary, the increase in accumulaﬁon is accompanie
by the increase of the fund of consumption at a rate tw}iﬁ
as high as the rate Ofn:f ilncreasq ofth‘_c.hed.pop;%?;cmn and
d a favourable influence in this - direction.
exert’l‘?he accumulation in itself is dictated by the long-term
interest and the general interest; this is why it is given
priority over increase in the fund of consumption. :
The rajsing of the level of the material and cultura
life of the people is reflected in the increase of the real per
capita income which in 1970 was 20 per cent higher _thﬁn
in 1960 and 17 per cent higher then in 1965. As regards the
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year 1975, 1t can be said that the target set by the 6th Con-
gress of the Party was successfully achieved and . the dif-
ference in the incomes of the peasaniry and the urban popula-

tion was further reduced. The real per capita income in the

cities increased by 8.7 per cent, while in the countryside it
increased by 20.5 per cent. :
~During the 6th Five-year Plan (1976-1980), when the

- greates{ economic, political, financial and energy crisis came

to a head in the bourgeois-revisionist countries, when the
rates of industrial production and utilization of productive
capacities showed a continuous fall and when price rises, unem-
ployment, inflation, etc. had reached unheard of proportions,
with us, in Albania, despite the savage imperialist-revisionist
blockade, the economy developed with success, always on the

- rise, our currency remained strong, whereas prices never were

raised and never will; they remained stable even though
the state imported a series of articles at continuously higher
prices and the living standards of the people were not only
not affected but were improved to the degree the develop-
ment of the economy allowed. .

The planned development of the economy in the PSE
of -Albania ensures a gradual and proportional growth in
the main branches. The correct proportions must be pre-
served mainly between industry and agriculture, because
the development of the other branches of our national eco-
nomy also depends on their successful development.

‘A close interdependence exists between industry and
agriculture. The development of ‘the economy further ac-
centuates their interconnection and interdependence and at
the same time makes them more complex as they tend to
satisfy their mutual needs ever better. In these conditions,
it becomes even more necessary to set the highest possible
rates of development of indusiry and agriculture as well as
sound proportions between them, so that they can satisfy
their own needs and those of the other branches of the
aconomy. :

Under the people’s power, indusiry develops more quickly
than agriculture, and this is explained by the leading role
of industry as the essential source of production of the ma-
terdal goods which maintain the extended socialist reproduc-
tion.

The planned development of the national economy
permifs the rational distribution of the productive forces,

1
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which makes it possible to satisfy the material needs ever
more completely. ' ' '

The rational distribution of the productive forces has -

as its objective the ever more compleie satisfaction of the

ever increasing material and culturel needs of all the work-

ing people of Albania. «Only a society which is capable of
establishing a harmonious union of the productive forces
in conformity with a unified, overall plans» says Engels,
«makes possible the distribution of indusiry all over the
country, which is capable of enhancing its own development
‘and strength as well as the development of the other ele-
ments of production. . : '

Before Liberation the situation in this field was deplor-

- able. For instamce in 1938 the districts of Korga, Shkodra
and Tirana provided 45 per cent of the entire indusirial and
agricultural production, while the districis of Dibra, Elba-
gan, Fier, Kukés and Mat, the population - of which was
equal to that of the three above-mentioned districts, provided
only 14 per cent of this production, or one third as much
as those three districts. _

The construction of many new indusirial establishments
during successive five-year plans permitied the harmonious
and proportional distribution- of industry to all the districts
of the country. _ _

Districts which were purely agricultural in the past are
now well known for their various industrial products.

In the district of Fier (southern Albania), Albanian geo-
Jogists have discovered important oil resources. Big plants
to refine oil, to produce mitrogenous fertilizers and urea for
use in agriculture, an important thermal power station and
other industrial establishments have been built in this di-
striet. )
~ In the district of Kruja (Central Albania), where the
only industry in the past was an oil press, such important
projects as a timber combine, a cement works, a chemical
fertilizer plant, ebc. have been built. In the new industrial

town of Lac, work was completed on a copper smelting plant-

and. the extension of the granulated superphosphate plant.

Kukés, a mountainous disirict of Northern Albania, which
was one of the most backward districts of the country in
the past, has become well known for its wealth of minerals,
especially copper, which are utilized for the benefit of the
‘pational economy. _
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The need to gradually liquidate the great technical and
economic backwardness inherited from the past in most of
the - districts of the country has been taken into account in-
the geographical distribution of industry. This is why the ..
industrial output of the most backward regions of the coun-

- try has increased at rafes higher than the average for the

whole country, in the course of the five-year plans..
The development of industry and its judicious distribu-

tion over the whole country have changed the ratio hetween

the urban and rural populations. Today there are three times
as many towns as in 1038, Such new towns as Laeg, Cérrik, -
Pagos, Malig, Memaliaj, Fushé-Kruja, Rubik, Bulgiza, Kurk-
nesh, Ballsh, Bajram Curri, Corovoda, Prrenjas, Rréshen, etc,
have sprang up under the people’s power, '

The competent organs have paid special attention to the
rational distribution of agricultural crops and livesiock breed-
ing in all the districts of the country, in conformity with the
climatic and ‘soil conditions and the needs of the people’s
economy. Special importance is attached to the Ilquidation .
of the monoculture character in agriculture. Nowadays, wheat,
maize, potatoes, different vegetables, lucerne, fodder and
industrial crops are cultivated in all districts of the country.

' Scores of factories and plants have been built in many di-

stricts on the basis of agricultural raw materials. This road
will be followed in the future, too, according to the criterion
of building factories near the sites where agriculfural raw
materials are produced and the centres where their products
are consumed. _ ' _
The complex development of the produciive forces in
the various disfricis of the country is one of the essential -
characieristics of the development of the economy. The -
vestments envisaged by the state ensure a still better distribu-
tion of industry in all the regions of the country. | :

Socialist cooperation '

The planned management of the economy requires the
establishment of close collaboration between the various enter-
prises and between the various branches of the economy, in-
order to realize sodalist cooperation. Cooperation exists in the
capitalist countries, too, but its scope is very limited there
because of the domination of private ownership of the means

17 — 17 &
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of production’ and ‘the struggle of competition: Henee in
those countries, cooperation has a spontaneous character. In.

- Albania, however, where social ownership of the means of
production prevails, and the people’s ecconomy develops -ac-
cording to a plan, all the conditions have been created for

the establishment of close links of production between the -

various enterprises and even-whole branches of the economy,
All the enterprises and branches of the economy are linked
with one another through a dense network of relations of
cooperation, without which the harmonicus development and
progress of the economy are inconceivable. A .

Socialist cooperation in Albania is developed and sirength-
ened along with the. development of the pecple’s economy.
It has been applied in different forms in industry, as well
‘as in handicraft, between one and the other, between industry,
agriculture and other sectors, These forms of cooperation
have already advanced greatly. After 1967, they developed to
a higher stage of cooperation, to a complex cooperation
‘which made possible the local production of many compli-
cated machines, assembly lines and even factories and plants.
"The presenl stage of cooperation is characterized by a higher
level of connection, not only within the various branches
of industry but also between all the sectors of the national
economy: of industry with agriculture, transpert, construc-
tion, with the sectors of teaching and education, etc.

In the years of the people’s power, the collectivization of

agriculture is reflected by the establishment of big agricui--

tural enterprises in the Albanian -countryside, creating the

premises for cooperation in this branch of the economy also.-

In the agricultural cooperatives, the means of production are
‘commeon property, and it is on this basis that cooperation and
collaboration is-carried on in a comradely spirit.- Socialist co-
* operation in the agricultural cooperatives is based on the com-
mon labour and the common ownership of the means of pro-
duction. Thanks to this-cooperation, Albanian agriculture has
advanced, the people have been revolutionized, the old rela-
tions and methods of ‘work used in backward, fragmented
peasant holdings in which the petty-bourgeois sentiments of
-small-scale ownership, anarchy in productien and the flue-
tuation of & capitalist market predominated, have been
Hquidated; in a word, the narrow interests of the family eco~
nomy, the inberests of private capital with all its inherent evils,
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‘have ‘been replaced by cooperation belween the various

branches of the agricultural economy. = -

The development of cooperation within the different
sectors of the agricultural cooperatives parallels the develop-
ment of their economy, the raising of the living standards of
the cooperative members, the narrowing of differences bet-
ween the city and the countryside. The united cooperatives,
as big agricultural economies, are gradually organizing the
local production of a series of products urgently needed in

‘rural life, based on residues from crop production, developing

handicrafts fo ensure nof only repairs to work tocls but also
the manufacture of clothing, furniture, the production of
building materials, ete. This cooperation gives a new impulse’
to material, cultural and moral life in the socialist - coun-~
tryside, T : _ _

. Apart from this, in the years of the people’s power, the
cooperation between agriculture and animal hushandry has
been strengthened. They are branches of the same econemic
trunk and one cannot do without the other. This.cooperation
existed previously in the small private economies but the.
collectivization of agriculture developed it to-a higher level,
put it on a scientific course on the basis of the respective laws
of developmet and organization, on the basis of new socialist
NCTIMS. - . .

Only the soclalist system creates the possibilities for.
larger-scale, proper cooperation between industry and agri-
culture. These iwo main branches of material production are
interdependent. With the development of the economy, the
links and relations of interdependence between industry and
agriculture become more evident and more complex, because
of the development of these two branches themselves and
their activity to satisfy their constanily growing needs better,
If in the past Albanian industry provided agriculture with only
a few simple tools, and those in insufficient quantities, in
these recent 20 years especially, the consolidation of its leading
role enabled industry 1o ensure more adequate supplies of
implements, chemical fertilizers, fuel, building materials, etc.
for agriculture. On the other hand, the accomplishment of the

" tasks of agriculture enabled it to provide larger quantities

of raw materials for the light and food industry- and satisfy’
the needs of the population betier.

The socialist cooperation in Albania has had a fayvourable
influence ‘on the progress of technique, on the introduction of

L
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‘modern machinery on an ever larger scale, on the application
of advanced technelogy and the mechanization of production.
It makes possible a more rational exploitation of the industrial
resources of various' regions, the reduction of transport costs
and increased productivity .of social labour. - S

The increase of the economic potential of
the natural resources »

Since the first years of the establishment of the people’s
power, the plans for the development -of the people’s eco-
nomy were aimed at eliminating the baneful consequences of
the activity of the foreign monopolies which had turned Al-
bania into an economic appendage of their metropolises and
a source of raw materials. Oné of the principal objectives of
these plans has been  and remains the establishment and
consolidation of a powerful, independent economy as a result
of the raising of the level of processing, and consequently,
the wvalue of industrial products and mineral and agricultural
raw materials, through extension of the-treatment of natural
resources. - The rational utilization of natural resources and
agricultural products in Albania is carried out in a planned
way. The long-term plans of ¢conomic development. envisage
the discovery of new ore and fuel deposits, the introductjon

of these products as well as new agricultural products in the

economic circulation and enhancing their value by pro-
cessing them within the couniry. Within three decades, a
new processing industry has been built on the basis of the
abundan{ natural underground riches of Albania and the
agricultural raw materials of the country. .. =

' The development of the processing industry, in harmony
with that of the extracting industry, has considerably increased
the economic effectiveness of investments in equipment and
the activity of the various branches of production.

. The higher level of processing primary products locally
is reflected first of all in the Albanian market. Whereas in.
‘the past Albania imported almost all types of industrial goods.
from abroad, nowadays we see the list of its exporis growing
longer and longer. The build-up of the economic capacity and
greater utilization of the national resources serve to support the
policy of the people’s power of increasing exports and reducing

i
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imports to the degree permitted by the concrete conditions
of the economic development of the country.- . _

The establishment of the processing industry and, conse-
quently, the raising of the level of processing industrial pro-
ducts and primary products of mineral and agricultural origin
has resulted in a considerable incresse in the value of these
products. At the same time, this policy gusrantees a long
period of rapid and centinuous development of the national
aconomy in general and the processing industry in particular.
Thanks to the construction of new industrial projecis and
the improvement of the existing ones, the rational utilization
of natural resources and agricultural primary products will
be raised to an even higher level in the future stages of the
socialist consiruction in Albania.” The development of the
heavy extracting and processing industry in extension and
depth remains one of the essential characteristics of the
industrial development of Albania for the future, too.

On this basis, a wide-ranging program of measures aimed

 at exploiting and processing the mineral resources, fuels and

the hydro-power resources of the country, in the most com-

~ plete and advantageous way - possible with the alm of in-

creasing their economic effectiveness, by processing them
within the country, has been applied. :

A big metallurgical combine has been built in Elbasan.

. With the commisgioning of this combine, considerable quan-

tities of iron~nickel ore for the production of rolled steel and
other valuable products are processed within the country.
A modern oil refinery has been built in Ballsh. This plant
enables us to go over to deep, complex processing and refining
of oil by-products by comiplicated chemical processes.
The chemical industry is a typical example of the higher

level of utilization end processing of the natural resources . |

of the country. Based on the raw materials and natural re-
sources of the couniry, the chemical industry provides ihe
economy with sulphuric acid, chemical, fertilizers, soda ash

‘and caustic soda, oil plants, pharmaceutical products, ures, etc.

“duets.

The PVC, the pesticides, ete. increased their range of .pro-

The vigorous development of heavy industry and espe-
cially of the branches which use large amounts "of electric
power for their technological processes, requires comsiderable
amounts of electric power. This is the road which ensures a
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more complete and efficient utilization of Albanian natural re-
sources of useful minerals and hydro power.

. The development of the chemical industry and of ferrous
and non-ferrous metallurgy constitutes one of the essential
. directions for the -intensive development of industry and the
socialist economy; not only does it permit the bringing into
economic circulation of a larger guantity of the natural re-
sources of the country, but it also leads to more compiete
and efficient realization of their economic value with a view
to increasing production, improving the structure of industry
and augmenting the income of the state, The development of
these branches of heavy industry has had a positive influence
on our trade balance, freeing the Albanian economy from the
need to import a series of essential products. On the other
hand, by improving the struciure and increasing. the effective-
ness of our exports, it opens up new prospects for increased

_agriculiural production, for the advance of the construction:
and transport industries and, more generally, of the branches .

of industry producing consumer goods.

The successes achieved in Albania in the rational utiliza-

tion of matural resources and agricultural raw materials testify
to the great possibilities created by the socialist regime for a
small country, which, relying on its own forces, vigorously
develops its ever more independent national economy serving
as a basis for the continuous raising of the standard of living
of the masses. ' S :

The planned development of new technology

Before Liberation, the number of enterprises with some
level of modern technical equipment represented no more than
1.39 per cent of the total number of handicraft enferprises
and workshops, while the number of workers employed there
.comprised only 6.62 per cent.of the total number of workets,
This was inevitable. Imports-of machinery in the period 1929-
1038 represented only 2.46 per cent of the total value of im-
ports. On the other hand, the production of machinery and
equipment within the couniry was out of the question. This
deplorable situation.is explained by the fact that the bour-

geoisie, both local and foreign; which controlled the mational

¢conomy made great profits out of the exploitation of the very.
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cheap labour force and showed not the least interest in tech-
nical development. - i

Under capitalism, machinery is used, as Marx has said,
«as a means to produce surplus value», and consequenily its
sphere of application and the efficiency of its utilization are
determined by the role it plays in increasing the surplus
value and profit. :

Besides, the introduction of new equipment in the capital-
ist system entails drastic consequences for the ordinary work-
ers, raising the level of unemployment, intensifying the

_exploitation of the workers, deepening the general impoverish- -

ment of the working class. Thus under capitalism, the workers
themselves are not at all inferested in the introduction of ma-
chinery. - : ' , '

_ The introduction of advanced technical equipment in so-
cialist Albania has effects of a ‘totally different. character
from those it has in the capitalist economy. The development

‘and ¢onstant improvement of the technical equipment in our

national economy constitutes the material basis for the rapid.
increase of preductivity, for the expansion of production and
the improvement of working conditions, for the gradual
freeing of workers and peasants from heavy manual work.
It is the basis for the future elimination of unqualified work,
for the introduction on an ever larger scale of elements of
intellectual work inte manual work, which will result in the
reduction of the essential differences between intellectual and .
manual work, between industry and agriculture, between town
and - countryside. ' _ '

The development and improvement of technical equip-
ment in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania are plan-

. ned. The state plan for the development of the people’s eco-

nomy defines both the level of production for the given period,
and the means which will help achieve this level of produc--
tion. ' ' o
The plans for technological development envisage the ap-
plication of new equipment, raising the level of mechaniza-
tion, the introduction of new technological processes, mastering
the production of new products, scientific research work, ete.

The plan for the production of new producls includes a
list of new types of machinery, equipmeni, spare paris, me-
chanisms, consumer goods and other materials - which the
enterprises and each branch of industry, in particular, are to
produce on the basis of -the tasks assigned to them by the
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_ higher organs, as well as the list of producis to be improved,
the time-limits with which practical production of these new
products is to commence, their efficiency and the measures
to be taken to ensure that these objectives are achieved.
The plan of scientific-research work is of the greatest
importance in -technical development . and special attention
is paid in this plan to the progressive infroduction of the new
technology. ) o : . i
The perfecting of technology in Albania is achieved in
two main ways: first, the construction and commissioning of
new enterprises and projécts on the basis of advanced equip-
ment and technology, second, expansion of the productive ca-
pacities, the modernization and re-equipment of existing
_ plants, factories and workshops..
The planned development of technical progress in Al-
bania is carried out in two main directions: the mechaniza-
tion and automation of work processes, the electrification of

production, and the greatest possible utilization of wvarious

chemical processes .in production, ete. _
The high rates of technical progress in the People’s So-
cialist’ Republic of Albania have made it possible to replace
manual work with simple machinery and systems of machi-
nery. Simple and complex mechanization have been applied
in various sectors; production has been automated in many
. eénterprises, where the role of the worker is limited to super-
-vising and controlling the functioning of the machines and
ensuring their technical eificiency. o
The large-scale mechanization of principal and auxiliary
processes in the oil indusiry is an example which reflects the
continuous technical progress of our national economy. Con-
siderable successes have been achieved in this field in the
mining sector in general where all sorts of machinery are
used {electric drills, jack hammrers, conveyers, electric tran-
sport, automatic loaders), and many other types of equipment
and machinery. - .
The high rates of construction work and the construction
‘of giant modern projects is inconceivable without a very high
level of mechanization in construction and .installation pro-
cesses. Instruments, machinery and equipment of the. most
modern technology are used in the different construction sites
around the couniry. Several processes are completely me-
chanized. The expansion of mechanization of production is
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aimed at reducing the number of jobs requiring heavy manual

Jabour and increasing those linked with the use of machinery.
 The collectivization of agriculture, the great expansion of
the machine and tractor stations, the equipping of them and
the agricultural enterprises with -modern machinery are im-
portant factors which led to the planmed- growth of the trac-
tion power in agriculture. The number of tractors and other

_agricultural machines has increased from year to year.

" The marked rise in the technical level of large-scale
mechanized production, the introduction of new advanced
technology in all’ branches of the people’s economy, the
vigorous development of -Lhe preductive forces are illustrated

'by the increase in the installed capacity of the power stations
‘and the productioh of electric power. - :

The rates of growth of the production of electric power

in the course of successive five-year plans have been con--
stantly higher than the rate of growth of total indusirial

production. The construction of major power projects has re-
silted in a considerable increase in electric power production

as compared with the past. In 1979, the eleetric power pro- .

duced ‘was 322 times greater than in 1938.

The bulk of the electric power has been and always will
be used for productive purposes. It should be siressed that
electric power is used not only to drive the machines and
other equipment of industry and other branches of the weco-
nomy, but more and more in the technological processes, -and

_ this tends to raise the technical level of production.

~ The electrification of the entire country opens up broad
prospects for the utilization of electric power in agriculture
especially. . _

The chemical indusiry, a new branch of the Albanian na-
tional economy, is taking its initial, but confident steps. Pro-
duction increased by 493 per cent in 1979, as against 1938. This
indusiry has broad prospects for development. In order to
meet the ever-increasing needs of the Albanian economy for

- chemical products, a whole series of new chemical plants has
been and will be built. The development of the chemical”

industry enables the ever more extensive use of chemijcal
methods it the oil refining industiry, in the timber, copper,
light and food industries. _ : '

- Plants for the enrichment of copper, chromium, phospho-

rites and other minerals have also been built. Some plants for
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the production of chemicals to be used in the production of
plastic products, aniline dyes, lacquers, pharmaceutical pro-
ducts, etc. have been built. | . _
The successes of the chemical industry open up broad
prospects for a more complete utilization of primary products
of animal or plant origin and increased production of them.

The development of the chemical indusiry opened the

way to the extensive use of chemical products in agriculture.
In 1979, the production of phosphatic fertilizers was 1.6 times

greater and that of amonjum nitrate fertilizers was 6.4 times

greater than in 1967. Chemicals are employed for the protec-
tion of harvested and standing crops, as well as forest agsets
against various diseases and pests. _

. One of the chardcteristics of the technical progress of the
Albanian people’s economy is that it is based more and more
on the country’s own forces. To this end, great importance
has been attached to the development of the engineering in-
dustry which is first of all required to produce spare parts
and repair the many machines used in industry, agriculture,
transport, construction, ete. and which has now been charged
with the serial production of machines, implements and
equipment required by various branches of the national eco-
nomy. The establishment of this solid base of the engineering
industry made it possible for Albania to turn out in 1979
444 times as much machinery, instruments-and spare parts
as in 1938. And the output of the engineering-indusiry in
1979 was 184 times greater tham in 1960 as regards spare
parts and 206 times greater as regards machines and equip-
ment. Thus 95 per cent of the needs of the national economy
for spare-parts were met with local products. The engineering
industry produces almost all the necessary implements’ for
agriculture. It produces tractors and supplies nearly all types

of spare parts for them in the required quantities, produces :

various agricultural machinery, harvesting and threshing ma-
chines, blowers, cullivatorg, maize husking machines, manure
gpreaders, pumps, etc.. : - : :

The deepening of the technical-scientific revolution has
given a new impulse to iechnical progress. The large-scale
participation of the masses of the people in this field, the
many innovations and rationalizations they have made indicate
their great interest in everything to do with the application
of new technology. This interest is understandable, because
this progressive process, far from threatening them with being

L ma gin e
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" thrown out of work, as occurs in the capitalist countries,

increases the social product and consequently raises the stan-
dard of living of the population and improves working condi-
tions. R : o

The concentration of production and
its advantages : 3

The development of the socialist .econom:}' in ihe People’S'
Socialist Republic of Albania is based on large-scale pro-
duction which, as is known, offers a number of advantages

over smaller-scale production.

In the capitalist countries, the concentration of produc-
tion brings big supplementary profits to the millionaires and
billionaires, and operates spontaneously through the rate of
profit and the struggle of competition. This process is infen-
sified especially during economic crises, when thousands of

-gmall, middle-size, and even large enterprises go- bankrupt

and are gobbled up by the big monopolies.
One of the characteristics of the development of the
economy in the PSRA is the high level of the concentration

" of production, the accentuated specialization as well as the

establishment of rational economic and productive links
between the various enterprises and branches of the eco-

 nomy. As a result, the level of socialization of production is

raised, the working class is conhcentrated in larger economic
and productive units and the workers are united by relations
of mutual help and socialist cooperation. -

In the People’s. Socialist Republic of Albania, the steady
rise in the level of concentration of production which is
based on the continuous technical progress, the extension of
mechanization and electrification, is brought about in a plan-
ned way. Notable successes have been achieved in this field.

Immediately after Liberation, the people’s state power
took important meagures to revive what little industry was
inherited from. the past; in a relatively short time, small units
were grouped into larger units, especially the oil-presses,
weaving mills, small hosiery shops, engineering workshops,
ete. Later, by special decisions of the government, direct
concentrations or transfers of wvarious activities Irom one
enterprise to- another, for the same aim of concentration, were

i
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earried out. Concentrations of this kind were carried out in

the period 1954-1955, when a certain number of small in-

dusirial enterprises such as printing shops, mechanical repair
workshops, efc. were grouped into larger units. The refurnishing
of the existing enterprises and supplying them with fechnical
equipment likewise contributed to the industrial concentra-
tion. These measures resulted in the growth of the productive
capacity of these enterprises. The volume of production and
the number of workers increased many fimes over. The
people’s economy benefited greaily from these changes.

However, the concentration of production in Albania
increased mainly as a result of the construction of new in-
dustrial enterprises, The new establishments were charac-
berized by a high level of concentration of production. Some
examples will suffice to illustrate  this: the output of the
textile combine in Berat alone is higher than the total m—
dustrial output of 1938.

Today, the Memaliaj mine supph% more ‘coal in one

week than the whole country produced in 1938. The produc~

tion of the building materials combine in Tirana exceeds the
total quantity of building materials produced in 1938

The complete collectivization of agricultum resulted in
the liquidation of small-scale production in this sector, too,

and in its replacement with big advanced economies. Now there
are more than 50 agriculiural enterprises with over 3,000
hectares each. In the cooperativist sector, the process of re-
grouping agricultural cooperatives. for the establishrent of
big economic units is followed. The united cooperatives today
‘have. nearly 1,100 hectares of land each. The area they cul-
tivated in 1979 covered 75.8 per cent of the arable land,

The hlgher degree of concentration and specia.lmation of -

production is accompanied by higher outpui, as a vesult of
. the more rational utilization of working means, nnplements
and the labour force in Lhe processes of production and in
services.

The productivity of labour |

The short- or long-term plans of developm-ent- constitute
the program of the concentration of the forces and resources

‘of the society with a view to the development -of the pro- .

ductive- forces. However, the - people 1nvolved are the de-
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cisive factor determining the kind of development of these:
forces and the success of these plans. The successful fulfil-

- ment of the f1ve-year plans in Albania is conditioned by the

continuous increase in- the productivily of social labour. .
As Lenin has pomted out, in the final analysis, the pro-

“ductivity of labour is the most unporfant -and ‘essential fac-
tor for the triumph of socialism. It is the index of the ef-

ficiendy and usefulness of the work done by each worker,
and of the quantity of pmducts this wor]ger turns -out m a
given - time.

All wocial systems aim at -incressing production. Its con-
stant growth is an economic necessity. The fate of the system
itself depends on it. The prob]em of the increase in the pro-
ductivity of labour arises in the capitalist countries too.
However, the rate of growth of this productivity and its level
depend mnot only on the level of dewvelopment of the pro-
ductive forces, but also on ‘the character of the relations of
production. The capitalist is not interested in the increase in
the product1v1ty of labour when this is not accompanied by
an increase in his profits. The increase of the productivity
of ‘labour in the capitalist countries is l.argely the result of .
the expansion of forms of intensive labour, in other words
the intensive exploitation of the workers.

In Albania, on the contrary, the increase of the pro-
ductivity of labour has a different purpose and a very dif-

ferent character. The high rates of development of the eco-

nomy and the improvement of living standards of the working
masses -in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania are di-
rectly dependent on the increase on the productivity of labour.
The inecrease of productivity permits increased accumulation
to be allocated to the construction of new projecis and impro-
vement of the technology of production..

The working masses are interested in . systematically
raising the productivity of labour, because' this increase -per-
mits society to produce grealer quantities of goods per head
of population, and consequently to satisfy the ever growmg
needs of the people better.

The prevailing social system in Albania creates umhmlted.
possihilities for the continuous increase of labour product1v1ty

The level of labour productivity also has a direct in--
fluence on other technical and economic indices of produc-
tion and first of all directly on reducing the cost of produc-
tion, which results in the increase of the fund of accumula-




any . " PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

tion and, consequently, in acceleration of thq rates of so-
cialist comstruction, on the one hand, and veduction of prices
of consumer goods, as well as in raising the standard of
living of the working masses; on the other hand. _
The socialist system creates the possibilities for an un-

interrupted rise in this productivity. This is of vital impor-

tance for the fate of the system of the People’s Socialist Repu-
" blic of Albania. Albania is advaricing on the road of socialism
" and communism and the rapidity with which it forges ahead
depends on the level of efficiency of labour, consequently on
the tate of increase of iis productivity. '
In 1985 as against 1980, the productivity of labour in
industry and constuction will increase 13-15 per cent and
14-16 per cent respectively. - :

Chapter three

THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRY

The fruiis of creative work

 Albania has favourable conditions for the development
of industry. ‘In the past, however, the political and social
conditions of the country hindered this development. If we

" go back to-ancient times it appears that a mining industry
existed in our country then. This emerges from the iestimony

of many historians of antiquity; notably Herodotus, Strabo,
and Pliny Ir. Their works inform us that the Illyrians and

the Pirusts in particular, (an Illyrian tribe living in Mirdita
. and Dukagjin) were very skilful in gquarrying and working
. metals. Under the Ottoman occupation however, the mining

industry declined to the point of complete exiinction. It was
only near the end of the 19th century that the Ottoman govern-
ment granted a French capitalist company a concession to
exploit the bitumen mines of Selenica (Viora).

After thve proclamation of independence (1912) the ex-

_ ploitation of a few small mines began and in the same

period, especially during the First World War, the first pro=
specting work was undertaken by foreign geologists.

Without the least hesifation the feudal-bourgecis regime

granted concessions for the prospecting and exploitation of

' the mineral resources of the country to foreign capital, which
- grabbed large areas of land with the aim of exploiting its

riches. The objective of the foreign capitalists was not only
to exploit the underground resources of Albania and to reap
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the greatest possible profits, but also to colonize the entire
couniry. . : S o

Tn 1025 a secret struggle was waged between the foreign
companies for the seizure of all the mineral resources of the
country, especially oil. Two years later, just two companies,

the Italian oil company AIPA and the bitumen company:

SIMSA (Italian Mineral Company of Selenica, Albania) re-

mained masiers of the terrain. Concessions were granted o

various Italian companies for the exploitation of other mines;
inciuding coal, copper, chromium, and other mines. Afier the

occupation of Albania by Italian fascism, these companies

pecame the masters of the entire economic life of the coun-

The other branches of industry developed much later in
Albania. During the centuries of Ottoman occupation, Al-
pania remained very backward with only handicraft industry;
the peasant produced for himself nearly everything neces-
sary to him and his family. It was only zbout the end of the
19th century that a flour mill was built in Durrés, and a
-weaving mill for belts in Shkodra. Later, many small {anneries
and soap factories, as well as water-driven flour mills and
" a few primitive presses fo produce olive oil were built.

Industry made some progress in Albania after the proc-
lamation of independence and especially after the First World
War. Some small factories of & local character such as small
flour mills, soap-works, tanneries and cigarette factories were
built during this period. When the coyntry was occupied,

. there were 100 small- or medium- sized factories in Albania and

a few small powet-stations. The factories produced mainly
food-stuffs, some clothing and building ‘materials. It goes
. without saying that the industry of this period was far from
able to satisfy the needs of the country. '

The situation in industry deteriorated during the fasc-.

ist occupation. The influx of goods from overseas further
weakened industry, and it fell mio almost coniplete stagna-
tion. A good number of the existing factories were destroyed,
~ while the rvemainder were gravely damaged.

After Liberation, all branches of the pational economy,

including industry,” made rapid progress.

JUrpy
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Growth of total indusirial outpud

) (in tiraes)
-! 1938 ] 1950 "l 1970 l 1980

Total industrial cutput

1 ‘ 41 ".64 | 131

Albania a mosaic of lights

~ Fifty years ago, on. April 20, 1930, the newspaper, «Arbé-
ria» wrote: «According to local opinion the lighting of Shko-
dra with electricity, judging from the way this problem has
been treated and its vieissitudes, is virtually impossible.»
Similar opinions existed all over the couniry. o
Albania is tich in hydro-power resources; the annual
run-off of water per square kilometre is 1,120,000 m? or 35.6
litres a second per km?, while in Norway, which ranks first
in the world as regards its hydro potential, the annual flow
is 1,130,000 m3 or 36 litres a second per km? The exploitable
potential of the two main rivers of the country, the Drin and
the Vjosa, is 10 billion of kW hours, or 5,000 kW hours per
head of population and 360,000 KW hours per square kilometre,
As a comparison the total hydro-power potential of the rivers

of France is 1,400 kW hours per head of population and

110,000 kW hours per square kilometre, in Italy it is 1,100
KW hours per head of population and 182,500 kW hours
per square kilometre, in Bulgaria it is 2,600 kKW hours per
heald of population and 191,000 kW hours per square kilo-
metre, : : : :

The abundance of hydro-power resources in Albania
creates favourable conditions for their exploitation with

‘technico-economic indices, such as cost per kW of installed

papa{ﬁty, cost per kW of power produced, construction and
installation eosts, etc., much more advantageous than those
of many other covntries of the world. Despite these favourable
conditions, before Liberation Albania was a country where
the pine torch and the candle prevailed. The first power
station in. Albania was built by a foreign company in Tirama
in 1927. Ten years later, on the eve of-the occupation of the

18-117TA
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country by fascist Italy, Albania had 12 power st:at_ions in
all, with a total capacity of 3,391 KW. Only ten cilies had

electric power supplies, while the electrification of the coun-
tryside was not even: dreamed of. In 1938 the total quantity

of electric power generated in Albania was 9,315,000 kW
hours. After the Liberation the electrification of the 'oountry
was given special importance. An electric power mdust'r_y
was built in a very short period.-A series of hydro and thermo-
power stations were built and commenced generation

The characteristic feature of the development fa.nd con-
solidation of the energy base of the country is that in all the
five-year plans of the economic and cu1t1_.1r.a1 deve.lopment of
the country the average annual rate of increase in the pro-
duction. of electric power has Deen higher than that of in-
dustrial production. Thus, while eleciric power production
in 1960 had increased 20.9 fold against 1938, in 1979 1t
increased 322 fold. )

During these years, the cadres for the selec_;tnc pOWeEr sec-
tor, who are now capably runming the electric power enter-
prises and leading the construction of new projeets have been
taught, speeialized and trained, both in schools and in prac-
tice.

- of a series of important prineiples, the influence of which
has been to accelerate the tate of development of the pro=-
duction of electric power. These principles are: the plqnqe_d
development of the electric power sector and the priority
given to this seefor in comparison with the other sectors <_Jf
industry; the concentration of electric power generation in
relatively powerful stations and the elimnination of uneconomic
small-scale production of power; the construction of power
stations using locally produced fuels such as coal, gas and
furnace oil; the exploitation of hydro-power. regources; the

regrouping of power stations in a unified system; the judicious

harmonization of the construction of hydro-electric and ther-
mal-stations, which, functioning in a unified energy system,
complement one another, ensure uninterrupted power sup-
plies, and bring indisputable advaniages. to the people’s econ-

yb;n the fbasis'of these successes, it was decided in 1967
that the electrification of the country would be compleated,
not in 1985, as envisaged in the long-term plan, but on No-

vember 8, 1971, This -decision,-_ which veflected the wishes of ]

The socialist system has made possible the application -
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the entire people, impelled the masses to mobilize their forces
in a self-sacrificing project of gigantic proportions. Thig task
was completed zhead of schedule and socialist Albania was
transformed into a mosaic of lights.on October 20, 1870. «The
march of the light» during these three yecars was carried on
at an unprecedented pace. In three years (1968-1970), electric

power supplies were extended to 1,758 villages. In this period

1,995 transformer cabins, 37 hydro-power stations, and 14

diesel stations were built. Internal insiallations were made in .

140,768 houses and socio-cultural institutions, while 20,574
kilometres of high and low tension lines were installed. For
this purpose, 4.198 tons of wire for external lines, 51,200
reinforced concrete poles and 433,770 timber poles were used.

The electrification of the entire country is a great victory
for the Albanian people. Albania has left behind many coun-
fries which have been using electric power for mare than a
century. : '

The rural electrification creates great possibilities for
large-scale use of this form of energy in agriculture.

The electrification of the couniry and the vigorous de-
velopment of the electric power indusiry are not only useful,
but indispensable. The development of the productive forces

" and the material .and technical base of socialism, and later

of communism, are inconceivable without the electrification
of the couniry. Hence the Party of Labour of Albania has at-

- tached great importance to the rapid development of the

power industry in Albania,

The increased number of generating stations has given
rise to the need for linking these stations together in order
to co-ordinate their activity through the creation of a single
control system. Today the network of 6 kilovolt high tension’
lines covers the whole territory of Albania with a density
of one kilometre of line per square kilometre. A meodern
distribution centre with advanced equipment has been built
to regulate the supply of power over the whole system.

Today, the eleciric power system extends over almost the
entire territory of the couniry and supplies energy not only
to the important industrial centres but. also to the most
remote regions. This energy which is an indispensable and
vital element for economic and cultural development, is not

only distributed to every corner of the country to enliven

the activity of man and to lessen the burden of hard work,
but is also exported to other countries. :
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The development of the fuel industry

Albania is rich in' oil, natural gas and coal. In the years
after Liberation thisimportantbranch of industry has made
great progress in the context of the policy of building an econ-
omy as independent as possible, which aims at ensuring within
the country everything possible that can be taken from its
natural resources and which is necessary for the construction
of socialism. _ :

The most important oil fields were those of Kugova
(today Stalin City) and Patbos. The former had been exploited
tor a long time. In the Patos field, on the contrary, prospect
work started in 1939. After Liberation, in order to increase
oil production, new welle were drilled, modern equipment,
was introduced for well drilling end refining oil and at the

came time pesearch work and prospecting for new oil-fields -

were intensified. :
Prospecting for mew oil and natural gas fields has now
been established on completely scientific foundations. Wide-
scale use is made of advanced and efficient methods based
on seismology and gravimetry, and - studies on various su-
bjects have been conducted. Drilling - technology has heen
mastered and deep wells have heen drilled, while the industry

has been re-equipped with powerful modern drilling rigs.

Ag a result, new oil-fields have been discovered and ihe

siderably increased. Thus the hindering concepts of the
foreign specialists, who denied that our oil industry had any
prospects for development, above all, that reserves in the
torm of fields of an older origin could exist, have been refuted.

Geological research has also resulted in the discovery of

ich deposits of methane gas, which, when used extensively

. damaged distilleries. In 1947, two plants for the exploitation

in industry creates possibilities for making considerable savings
in the use of oil and coal. ' -
 Before Liberation our oil wag refined abroad. The Italian
capitalist company AIPA processed all the crude oil extracted
in ‘Albania in Italian refineries, mainly at Livorno. During
the occupation, the invaders built three small distilleries in
Albania for their military needs, but they seriously damaged
them before their military defeat by the National Libera-
tion Army, in November 19344, ' o
"7 after Liberation, the oil workers quickly restored the
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of bitumen and later, the refinery at Cérrik and the oil re-
fineries at Stalin City and Fier as well as the deep oil-proces-
sing plant of Ballsh, were built. ' "
Today the modern oil-processing plants with advanced
technology turn out petrol, diezdl oil, lubricating oils, various
kinds -of refined petroleum products, fuels, solvents, a whole

yange of bitumen products and many others. Thus, from an

importer of oil by-products in the past, Albania has become
an exporter of these products.

The consiruction and commissioning of the plant for the
complete processing of oil at Ballsh marked a new important
quantitative and qualitative advance in the oil processing in-
dustry. This plent, with its modern cracking and - catalysis
equipment, turns out products of high quality. On the other
hand, this plant provides important basic materials for the
development of the petrochemical industry in the near future.

In our couniry the development of the oil industry is
in harmony with the continuous development of the economy,
and this contributes to the transformation of Albania from
an agricultural-industrial country into an industrial-agricul-
tural country, as well as to strengthening the independence
of our economy. This is precisely one of the characteristics
of the development of the Albanian economy, and of the ofl
industry in particular, which ensures the stability of our
economy and prevents it from suffering fluctuations in its
continuons development. This is why, even in the conditions

when the energy and economic-financial crisis has the capital-

ist world in its grip, our economy is developing as planned.
Albania has rich deposits of coal. In recent years new

~deposits have been discovered and new mines have been

brought into production especially in Central Albania. Like
all the other branches of the economy, the coal industry has
also made considerable progress. Here are some significant
figures: . . '

Growth of the coal Indusiry

(in times)
Year '
1938 1050 w0 - . 107
1| 1ss 193.4 398 - ‘
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Under the people’s power more and more mechanized

means have been introduced in all the coal mines.

The development of the mining industry

Albania is tich in metallic minerals. In the past, however,

these resources were very littla exploited and then mainly
for the benefit of foreign monepolies.

Since the liberation of the country, the mining industry
has made considerable progress. Today 'Albania has many
more mines than before the war and the ‘mining industry
constitutes the main branch of -Albanian heavy indusiry.
Under the anti-popular regimes and the foreign occupation
. the underground wealth of Albania was processed overseas

whereas today, the mining industry, based on the industrial
reserves of the country and the prospects of new discoveries
has entered a new higher stage:

Chromium ore is one of the most imporiant minerals
found in Albania. Prospecting began in 1937 and exploitation
of the first deposits discovered started in 1938. The chro-
mium-bearing regions of Kukés-Tropojé, Bulgizé-Kios and
Pogradec were exploited by both the Italian fascists and the
German nazis. After the liberation of the couniry, produc—
tion increased as the mining of further deposits got under
way. The extraction of chromium ore has increased rapidly
during the years of the people’s power. In 1979 chromium
production was 176 times greater than in 1938 and 38.7
times grealer than in 1960,

Today Albania ranks fourth in the world for the total
output of chromium ore and first for production per head
of population. o : '

Along wiih the increase in the ameunt of chromium ore
extracted, during this pericd the first plants for processing
this mineral have been built. In 1979 the plant for the pro-
duction of ferro-chrome came into production in Burrel. A
~ plant for the enrichment of low-grade chromium ore and a
ferro-chromium plant which smelts high-grade ore are now
functioning .in Albania. The establishment of ferro-chromium
metallurgy which is a hew branch for our indusiry, is of
great importance because it greatly increases the value of
- the crude ore, :

The copper industry plays the principal role in the Alba-.
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nian metallurgical industry today. Copper has been known
and worked in Albania since ancient times. However, the
first systemaiic prospecting for this mineral was undertaken
in 1938 by an Italian company, while mining started at
Rubik immediately after the occupation of the country. After

‘Liberation, important geological prospeciing work was under-

taken and this resulted in the discovery of big reserves of
copper ore in Northern Albania. _ '
Under the people’s power, Albania has set up its own
copper processing industry, in place of the single -smelter
that existed for the production of blister cepper. '
A plant for the enrichment of copper ore and a copper

" processing plant were commissioned in 1060. Later another

plant for the enrichment of copper ore, a copper smelting plant
and a plant for the processing and refining of this metal
which produces blister copper and refines copper were also
constructed. A wive drawing plant was. built in Shkodra,
and it produces thousands of tons of copper wire of dif-.
ferent types (unsheathed wire, plastic insulated wire, very
fine wire, ete), which fulfil the needs of the country and
are also exported. With the commissioning of these new
plants, all the ore extracted from the copper mines is proces-

 sed fo a high level. Today Albania is an éxporter not only of

blister copper but also of first quality cathode copper and
alectrical wires and cables of nearly 600 different types.
Production of the copper industry in 1979 was 336 times
greater than that of 1946 and 12 times greater than that of
1960. ' :
Albania possesses reserves of iron-nickel. The ore disco~

" vered is of good quality and contains 1 to 2 per cent nickel

Investigations concerning this mineral were begun before
Liberation by the Ifalian company AMMI (Ifalian Metallic
Minerals Company) which was already exploiting the copper
ore. During the occupation it was preparing to expleit the
iron-nickel ore, too, but the liberation of Albania prevented
this. . :

‘The industrial exploitation of iron nicke]l ore began in
1958 in the regions of Librazhd and Pogradec. The extraction
of the mineral in these regions is very advantageous because
open cast mining is possible. The extraction of iron-nickel
ore has increased from year to year. -

It is on this basis that the iron and steel industry has
Been egtablished in Albania. A steel rolling plant was built
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in 1966 in Elbasan. A metallurgical combine for smelting and
processing of iron-nickel ore has been built close to this
plant. In 1976 it poured the first Albanian-made pig-iron,
only to continue later with the production of steel billets,
sheet steels, etc. In 1978 it was named the «Steel of the
Party» Cembine. - :

The bright prospects for the development of metallurgy
in Albania are based on the important geological reserves
discovered by Albanian geologists, especially in recent years.
Thus the meserves of a number of important minerals which,
up il now, could not satisfy the country’s needs for raw
‘materials, will be able to do so in the future five-year plans.

The chemical industry — the youngest braﬁch
' of Albanian industry ‘

The development of the chemical industry in Alba;ﬁ;.

is closely linked with ‘the development of other important.

breanches of industry, such as the oil indusiry, the building
materials  industry and the branches produecing consumer
goods, as well as the development of inténsive agriculture.

It is only in recent years that this industry ‘has develop-
ed rapidly in Albania. .

In quick succession big plants were commiissioned to

produce superphosphate, nitrogenous fertilizers, soda ash and
caustic soda, ag well az & modern oil paint factery, plastic

goods plant, and a plant for the production of polyvinylchlo-

ride. The technology of production in the Albanian chemical
plants is modern and largely automated. Apart from their
main products, these plants also turn out many others which
fulfil the needs of the people’s economy. Albania exports
certain products of the chemical industry such as ammonium
nitrate, soda ash, sodium fluosilicate, ete. o

Development of the chemical lndustr_v

“tin times)

 The Vau § Dejés 250 kW hydro-power siation.

Year 1950 | 1080 1970

- Growth ot production of 1 9.7 403

the chemical indusiry
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. View of a shop at the «Enver Hoxha» sutomobile
and tractor combine, Tirana.

The «Steel of the Party» metallurgical complex in Elbasan

New industrial landscape.

produces «the bread» of our indusiry. '

' View of the lextile combine, Berat.
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The oil refinery, Ballsh,

The «Goge Nushi- nitrate ammonium plant, Fler.
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A new, important step forward has been faken in recent
years in the development of the Albanian chemical indushry,
The existing plants for the production of chemical fertilizers
have been enlarged, a new plant for the production of urea
and a ecombine for the production of pesticides have been
built. The production of chemical fertilizers has doubled in

Just a few years and this provides an even more solid base

and support for the intensification of agriculture. The new
plants producing PVC and such very useful products as
caustic soda, liquid chlorine, hydrochloric acid and calcium
carbide, are of great importance for the economy of the

. country. A new plastic materials factory, which has been

built, fulfills the needs of the economy and supplies the
population with consumer goods. It produces plastic sheeting
slabs and fubes as well as consumer goods, kitchenware
furniture, ete.

The engineering industry .. g

This is an essential branch for thé industrial development
of the country. In the period from Liberation till 1948, which
has gone down in the history of the development of our
national economy as the phase of the reconstruction of the
war devastated economy, the engineering base of the country
was made up of a few small auxiliary workshops in the
principal cities, engaged in the maintenance of the machinery
and vehicles of the different enterprises to which they -were
attached. Despite its relatively low level, this engineering
base played an important role in the restoration and return
to production  of the industry ruined by the war. With the
development of the people’s economy, the engineering indus-
try bhecame more and more important and its development
was accelerated. In' 1948 the «Envers plant was built in
Tirana; it made spare parts as well as implements and ma-
chines for agriculture. Later, a large number of engineering
plants were built attached to the big combines and plants,
such ag the engineering plant of the «Stalin» textile combine,
the engineering plants at Stalin City and the oil-processing
plant in Cérrik, the agricultural machinery plant in Durrss,
the «Partizani» plant and the «Dinamo» plant in Tirana.
These enterprises are a solid base for the fulfilment of the -
country’s requirements for spare parts. A nail and bolt plant
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in Kavaja, a plant producing metadlic products for mass
}:I:Jnsump%i(;n ianji_rokastra_., plants for the general pve}t'ha}llll
of tractors in Shkodra, Fier, Gjirokastra, efc. were b1:111t in 1;; ::
60’s. During this period the most important engineering % r}l1 ,
the «Traktori» plant which, affer extension, was name ;75
«Enver Hoxha~» automobile and tractor plant and in 197

‘produced the first Albanian-made tractor, the «Petro Papi»
precision instruments plant in Korca were built. In 1980 ghe
engineering industry in Albania included scores of plants © .‘a
national level and hundreds of workshops spread all ov:x;
the country. This indusiry provides more than 95 per cent 0
the spare parts the national economy needs, MUMETOUS agri-
cultural machines, relatively simple eqmpment, various m}s:—
chines and appliances needed by the different sectors . of h'l; ‘ﬁ
economy as well as a number of consumer products Whic

satisty the ever-growing demands of the population.

Developmené of the engiﬁeeﬂng' industry

(in times)
voar S 190 1950 1979
Growih of the production of - n4 444

the engineering industry 1

~ . New prospects have been opened up for the engineering
indl:;stry }.)n :rgcent years when numerous: production lines,
 whole factories and plants’ have been designed and predue-

tion of them has begun.

The building materiéls induétry '

.Gim:e Liberation, the expansion of construction work has

heen accompanied by a great development of the building

terials industry. _ . )
e éThe main bganch.of the building materials industry in

Albania is cement production. Before the Liberation this’

: ‘a si - i Shiko-
industry was represented by & single cement factory a
dra. Drgmng ‘successive five-year plans, modern plants pro-
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ducing high quality cement were built at Vlora, Tirana, Kruja
and Elbasan. They use limestone and clay from nearby
quarries. o

Under the peeple’s power, the cement products industry,
which produces slabs. and pipes of different dimensions,
prefabricated materials, spun conerete poles, * tiber-cement
sheets and tubes, etc. has also developed. . .

In the past, the brick and tilé industry did not satisfy
the needs of the country. After Liberation, numerous brick
and tile works went up in Tirana, Durrés, Shkodra, Elbasan,
Lushnja, Fier, Viora, Korca, etc. to meet the increasing needs
of construction. The 3rd Five-year Plan saw the consiruction
of two big modern factories: the brick and tile works of
Vora (Tirana district) and the silicate brick factory in Tirana.

The building materials industry in  Albania also uses
many .other materials which are found in abundance in the
country, such as marble of different types and . colours,
gypsum, limestone, ete. The production- of this industry in
1979 increased 263 times, while the production of cement

—93.3 times, bricks and tiles —83.8 times against 1838,

Glassware and crockery

The glass industry in Albania was established only after
Liberation. The first glass factory, of small capacity, was
built in Korca during the 1st Five-year Plan, At the end
of the 2nd Five-year Plan another one was built in Tirana,
while in the 4th Five-year Plan a second glass factory was.
built in Kor¢a, a window glass plant was built in Kavaja
and a light bulbs factory in Vlora. . .

The poreelain and ceramics industry existed in the coun-
try even before the liberation. -Earthenware vessels, jugs,
pots and other simple crockery, in small guantities, were
manifactured in primitive potteries. o

After Liberation, with the construction of the porcelain
tactory in Tirana, this branch of industry passed from the
handicraft to the industrial stage, Previously imported articles
such as crockery and sanitary ware, toys, lamps, ornaments,
fire bricks for lining high temperature furnaces, etc. are now
produced locally. _
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The paper and timber industry

Despite the great forests of Albania, the timber proces-
sing industry was non-existent. At this period,. the timber
- industry was limited to logging and sawing timber which was
exported in balks and then partly re-imported in worked-up
form. ' .
Many wood-working factories and combines were built
after the Liberation. They tum out processed fimber and
consumer goods. _ ' _

Under the people’s power, the primitive saw-mnills were
tramsformed and equipped with modern, high production
motor-driven saws and their distribution within the country
was made on the basis of sounder criteria. At the same time,
the big saw-mills were built at Fushé-Arréz (Puka) where
the overwhelming bulk of the industrial timber for the whole
country is produced. The biggest centres for the processing of

industrial {imber are the «Nako Spirus combine in Elbasan .

and its counterpart at Lac (Kruja). They turn out dried
and impregnated timber, plywood and chipboard sheets,
parquet blocks, etc. . S

The furniture industry especially has developed greatly
in recent years. The former small, primitive, cabinet-making
shops have been transformed into big enterprises turning out
a wide range of joinery and furniture. There are modern
joinery. factories in Shkodra, Durrés, Vlora, Gjirokastra, Kor-
ca, Pogradec, etc. The biggest and most modern of them all
is the «Misto Mame- enterprise in Tirana, which has an
output 6 times that of the whole timber industry of 1938.
Factories for processing Himber residues have also been
built. They turn cut core board, hardboard and chipboard.
These residues are also used by the paper industry which has
been greatly development during the successive five-year
plans. ' _

The paper and cardboard mills built at Korca, Shkodra,
Kavaja and Lushnja, Lezha and Tirana have solved a major

problem of the national economy: the production within the .

country of different kinds of paper. . .
In 1979, under the people’s power, the production of the
timber and paper industry had increased to 169 _times the

pre-war figure.
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‘The light industry

Before Liberation, the light industry, ranked gecond after

" the food industry, as regards its share in total industrial

production. However, it satistied only a small part of the
needs of the population. Under the people’s power, this
important branch of industry has developed continuously.

In the context of the industrialization of the country, & mur

ber of new modern combines and factories have been built
and the existing factories have been extended and modernized.
The texiile indusiry is the most important branch of
light. industry. It comprises the weaving mills in Shikodra,
the knitwear combine in Kor¢a and the two textile combines
in Tirana and Berat. . _ ' :
‘The develapment of the textile industry goes hand in
hand with the development of the garient industry. Factories
turning out ready-made, cotton or woolleny clothing for men,

women and children, have been established in the big cities.

Development of the light indusfry

{n times)
Year - 1938 1960 1979
Growth of production . 1 232 | 896

The leather indusiry ‘has tenneries in Viera, Durrés,

_ Shikodra, Korga and Gjirokastra, These factories process local

hides. On this basis the footwear industry was set up afier
Liberation. Tt includes the footwear planis of Tirana, Korca
and Gijirokastra as well as the rubber products factory in

. Durrés. :

In 1979 production of footwear inereased 25 fold against
1950, the production of consumer goods increased 90 fold
against 1038, that of different stuffs — 115 fold apainst
iggg, cotton cloth — 134 fold, knitwear — 128.3 fold against
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The food industry

The concern the people’s power shows for this branch
of industry stems from the fact that ‘its supreme objective
is precisely to raise the standard of living of the working
masses. That is why, immediately after Liberation, the exten-
sion and modernization of the existing food-stuif enfreprises
was accompanied by the construction of new ones in all
thé districts of the Republic. Thus the sugar industry, the
fruit, vegetable, meat and fish preserving industry, the
industry of wines, alcoholic and non-alccholic beverages, fruit
juices and oils, the infant foods industry, the flour, bread
and noodles industry, the potato processing industry, the
rice husking industry, the oil and soap industry, the milk
products indusiry, the confectionary industry, the cigarette
and tobacco industry, ete. were set up. -

Today there is no district in Albania which does not
possess -a number of new food-stuffs factories. All have been
built mear the sources of raw materials. For instance, the
sugar - combine was built din Malig, where sugar-beet is
grown in the plains’ reclaimed from the former Malig marsh
{in the south-east of the couniry), a iish cannery was built
in the coastal city of Viora, fruit and vegetable preserving
plants were built in the cities of Flbasan, Korea, Shkodra,
Berat, Peshkopia, Pérmet, and other centres of districts noted
for their vegetable and fruit production. The «Ali Kelmendi»
food-gtutfs.combine, one of the most important enterprises of
the Albanian food industry and well known for its wide
range of products, was built in Tirana. Tobacco and cigarette
factories were built in the tobacco producing regions,

To give an idea of the development of the food industry
in Albania, let us point out that in 1975, its weekly output
was egqual to the annual output of 1938. In 1979 the output
of this industry increased 70 fold against 1938.

The production of certain articles such as edible oil and
fats in 1979 increased 7.8 times, cheese — 166 times, noodles
— 55 times, sugar — 57 times, ete. against 1938,

The Albanian food industry supplies. the home market
with a wide range of products and in recent years some
of thern have won acceptance on foreign markets. Albania
has become an exporter of all kinds of preserved.food, wines,

brandy, dried fruit and medicinal herbs. The export of
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sueh traditional export gdods as tobacco and cigaveftes has

increased considerably. _

 Finally, let us stress that thanks to the light and food
processing industry, Albania, which up Till yesterday was
obliged to import the vast majority of the industrial products
it needed, today fulfils over 85 per cent of its needs for mass
consumer goods with local products. This is the outcome of -
the wise economic policy of the Party of Labour of Albania,
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| THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALIST
" AGRICULTURE

Before Liberation Albanian agriculture was in ir; g;te;l]};
backward, even primitive state. Only 10.2 per r.sz-ti of e
total axwea: of the country was cultivated, while Pe

was used as pastures and the rest consisted of forests (45

per cent) marshes and non-productive land (mo;e.than 13

per .%?;t);xgricultﬁral £CONOMY Was fragmented into thousands

of small individual plots on which the most primitive means

i ili ' ctically
. ctors and chemical fertilizers were practically
ﬁlﬁioiﬁflcgrfai crops, mainly n}aizlf anmags]; e;veﬁ ;:u}lrggﬁﬁ
i than 96 per cent ©. e SOWh . s
E?‘Edﬂl:?es? %Irips were relatively low and nﬁ:ftfer e}i_icl:eﬁt‘i;gto?{l:k
uint T heciare. The situation was no
glrlil;tf}alz Plﬁ which sheep ancil goat:s pieioﬁxﬁid atensive
were the elements 0 d,
ric%lt?sa*ee thjfw.n ‘which feudal relations predommataed.m')rnk:;
?Escists, nazis and local ﬂaitlfrg rama'(?geicllq1 t#:e % fic;n my
of the country to further their encs n the oozuDalon o,
: ' reducing agriculture to the most ame -
the WAflfIt:ar ILibereiion, thanks to the land reform z‘%ci'égge;ﬁd
vizaiion, Albanian agriculture was radically tran
took on an advanced socialist cha}"af:ter. . wectons: the
Agriculture in Albania _t'is dw:t%id Tllr;e v:{;]te sector‘ he
- and the ccoperailve Seclol. ‘
zt:’:: ﬁcﬁeaztate farms, the machine and fractor s_tatlops
{ the regional plants, :
gJSrI;Irrlrc)ﬁes in ea%h district, the managing %:odgf
system, the foresl enterprises, and the scient
. {utes, stations and centres.

of “the irrigation
ic research instl-
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The state farms

~ The state farms were the {first socialist agriculiural
enterprises and were created immediately after Liberation,
They were set up on the basis of land confiscated from
foreign companies, big feudal estate owners and other big
local capitalist landowners, and the big flocks of animais
and olive plantations which were nationalized. The state
agricultural and livestock farms have grown steadily bigger
and stronger. A good number of new state farms were set up
on the land reciaimed by draining the swamps of Maliq,
Térbuf, Vurgu, Vrina, Thumana, Durrés, Lezhé-Mat, Hoxhara,
efc. New prospects will e opened up to this sector in the
future with the establishment of siate farms in the hilly

- and ‘mountainous zonhes.

The state farms have played an important role because
they have applied the most advanced methods of agriculiural
vechnology and mechanized almost all the varicus processes
of work. From the very beginning, these enterprises have

_ served as a support for socialism in the counfryside, as

examples for the cooperativist and individual peasaniry
demonstrating in practice all the advantages of large-scale
economies with planned and mechanized produciion. The state
farms have successfully accomplished this task. In 1979 the

- state farms accounted for 25 per cent of the agricultural

production, occupying 20.0 per cent of the sown area. The
state farms nol only provide high yields of good quality
agricultural and livestock producis for the cities and indusiry,
but they also provide an excellent example for the agricul-
tural cooperatives so that they can benefit from their advan-
ced experience. These enterprises are als¢ imporiant centres
for the distribution of selected seeds, fruit tree sapplings and
pedigree livestock. : :

The centres of many state farms have been transformed
into real, properly planned agrarian towns.

The machine and tractor stations

- The establishment of the state and cooperative sectors
in agriculture brought out the contradiction between the
new socialist relations of production and the relatively low

19 = 117 A
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t of the productive forces. This contradic-
solved without the infroduction of advan-
ced agricultural technology. To this end, the first machine
and tractor station was set up in Myzeqe at the beginning
. of April 1947. Other stations followed all over the country.-
These are socialist state enterprises of the agricultural sector
having at their disposal tractors, harvester-threshers and .
other complex agricultural machihery which they put in
the service of the agricultural cooperatives on the basis
of .contracts, The machine and tractor stations constitute
a form of the organization of the material base of large-
scale collective production in agriculture, under the guidance
and aid of the state. The purpose of these stations is to promote
the mechanization of agricultural work, the rapid and con-

tinuous growth of agricultural production, the increase in the
the continuous reduction of the

productivity of labour, and

costs of production. From the very beginning of the process
of collectivization, the people’s power took care to help the
agricultural cooperatives with modern machinery and took.
concrete measures to this end. It is understandable thai the
agriculiural cooperatives themselves were unable to cover
the very high cost of acquiring these machines. Thus the

state undertook to defray the costs for new technical means

of production and make these means available to the collective

enferprises. . :
The machine and tractor stations have steadily increased
in numbers, have a wide-range of machinery at their dis-
osal and have ensured the accomplishment of all Kkinds
of important work..
The ‘10 machine and
" the country in 1947, and these only in
increased to more than 30, which have extended their activity
to all corners of the country, even {0 such mountainous dis-
iricts as Puka, Tropoja, Kukés, Dibra, Mirdita, Mat, Librazhd,
Pogradec, Kolonja, Pérmet, Tepelena, etc. They have powerful
machines and implements of various types: tractors, different
types of ploughs, sowers, silage choppers, harvesters, thre-
- ghers, winnowing mac
ing machines, milking machines, etc.
and more rational and efficient exipl
and technical base, from. year to year,
stations have increased the number of
they perform. In the first years of their existence

level of developmen
tion could not be re

tractor stations which existed in
the plains, have now

hines and blowers, spray pumps, shear- .
Thanks to the expansion

oitation of their material
the machine and tractor
mechanized Proecesses
they did

S . . .
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only 10 types of work i .
onl . . m&_lmly ploughin
andydﬁgoggu?lfif than 70 different tyﬁes i%cluwd%i??rdﬁg?y
The Geep ploughiz g’tr mowing, mechanized sheep shearin tyr
rocme 4 actor stations come to the aid ng, the
e ral oo ferdatwes with alltheir means for break!,he
o pew land, ha lfec tt;ne the bulk of the work for the plantilgg
on Gramas of heet res of vineyard, the digging of irrigatio:%
painage a-ssi.:;t ar;ﬁ the construction of big reservoirs
ot works on the P e Icoope«'rativists in  various kinds
of theton the t}'is oL contracts between them. In the t cms
oy 02, e b pay he Siton o
ﬁrﬁéuﬁiiopljoducts accumulated by \Ea;tégfe tﬁ:sl;ﬂgg?s t'he
mezns. of oo ﬁogetary funds and uses them to ren 1ver1};es
thenr o e ction of the MTS and.to pay the Wew o
The MTS workers and the o
ther S n cooperativi ;
ther ;1111 Sgi—f;{ffral production, tl?rougllﬂm;c}ietaﬁfﬂii‘;ﬁ e
of the entie moe fr%ﬁuctlon which are the common rg " tOf
vy onire thg . hus the machine and tractor -statifnsper y
it tae-of the b ighest forms of linking the workin c?ns_
. Shrer s i%elaﬂl]ve peasantry; they play a decisivg Céﬁs
Deengthen 1\g"I TSe alliance of the working class {viﬁh I‘f?he
1:curl::ganized finanecial ‘sterl'f:I3 a:'cb?liﬁfcmgfd forl?j l;jf e importmﬁ
the peasantry with the aim building ¢ g Sepere Eives
the Ié)-EI!IWt ﬁooperative system ?If :;ggll:t?t%uip and strengthening
e other hand, the, MTS help the agricultural coope-

. ratives i iffe; ways i W
n different ways in the organization of work, the
?

planning of production, the i
Pl & , the introducti i
an?linm::g?gz? the ;f.tr\fangtl:xening of fc)l:-l;l»e Oﬁcgggﬁ?acrfd bt
N e machi% espec(;ahsts n mechanization, etc, & sector,
derelopmanyhine a: n\:;;ﬁg; i.ﬂ:;tiﬂ?s are riln-dispensable for the
develc : sociali i "
Thigrlz?eg cets}.;?t ;d;)sptéqn of more and more Siii';ltéllggjlfrgltnﬁhand
beeauge gl ictated by three: essential factors des.
hocause  the bmnehesmeans. of production in agriculty o
of the wier branc of production, must remain in the l?:é gs.
b e state whic Tepresents the interests of the whole cio
level, but is conﬁ;]’se equipment does not remain at given
e 18 oon ﬁnuously.developed and perfected %hgnren
e placed with new and this invelve W
» 1he Investment of considerable sums Veé,nlgeatﬁz
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is able to make such big investments for the oenefit of
ztg?rti?:ultural production, Finaily, the fact that the m%in m_im:z
of production are in the hands of .the stabe, ena 'iifa i o
provide the proper aid for the a_gncu]tural cooperatives
" the distriets and zones where agricultural machinery- (;anthe
used and, at the same time,t_to pay special attention to

jcally weaker cooperalives. -

econ?_xr:l 1933: draught an?:qra]s made up 99 per -pentlggg tgg
motor power potential of agriculture, whereas in ,
per cent of it was mainly motor powered.

The agricultural cooperatives

agricultural cooperatives constitute the base for
bot&nglggricu%tural and livestock production. These coopera:;w;s;
are a voluntary association of peasant progll.u,wers;1 balsie o
the social ownership of the means of -proc.luctlon an cg ecm
work, and which exdlude the exploitation of man 3 'dfz:l‘
The agricultural_cooperative correctly combines t‘h? l‘ntgmwith
interests, the day 1o fdﬁ}&; interes::t;fethe copperativists,
interest of the coope . ) '
-the- %i?ﬁﬁ; %befree consent constituies one of fchebfunc%amental
principles of the establishment of the agricultura t(;caop;el-l
ratives, and this principle has been r{gqrol}sly t}esmq e
through the long process of the collectivization ol agric

in Alhania, All the land included in the cooperative, from’ -

ivisi ields have been
ol the old divisions between separate fie [
gln?rif;atga, forms the common land of the cooperative. Under

s : or the property Of'_
the mew Constitution, the land is no long andpit Ei)s given

up. Now it is the property of the siale !
tgethggoc&perativists for thgixiis use]?i-em btir_xe m b;)rfli;hiﬁgtpiﬁe
‘fution of the People’s Socla t Republic: ’ - ;
T;), 11;he land belongs exclusively to the state which grants it

for social use to the state enterprises and institutions, to

ial organizetions and
1o individual citizens for their (?Ais‘glmll ;.;se The use of the
' ' ted free of charge icle 19). ‘ .
hndé:f sJgocqper.eﬁ;iarist family i _a].lobed a private " plot
ithout counting the area occuple : .
gzg :;}1 these plots is decided by the g'ene_rral_assemplyl %i
the cooperativists. However, the model constitutions stipula S
that for the lowland cooperatives, they should not excee

d by the house). The.
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10 acres and for the newly formed mountainous cooperatives
15 acres. In his private plot, the cooperative peasant grows
mainly fruit and vegetables, fodder, etc. The vegetable and
livestock products which. the cooperativist familles take from
their private plots serve to satisfy their personal needs more
adequately. This form of property, however, tends to diminish
and, with the passage of time, it is disappearing not only
hecause it is incompatible with social ownership, but also and
above all hecause the peasant himself, sees from his own
experience that the cost of production of agricultural pro-
ducts from his private plot is much higher than that of pro-
ducts from the cooperative. Therefore it is in his interest to
buy these products at much lower prices at the shops of the
cooperative and devote the time spent working hiz private

plot, to work in the cooperative fields, with greater henefit

to himself,

The cooperativists are the joint owners of all the
agricultural machinery and means of transport of the coope-
rative, the pack and draught animals, the productive animals
and bee-hives, with the exception of those. left to families
for thelr individual use, the seed necessary for the cooperative

_erope, the fodder for the cooperative’s lvestock, the necessary

buildings for the management of the cooperative as well as

the establishments in which products are handled or processed.

The dwelling-houses, the agricultural implements needed

to work the personal plot, are not collectivized. The consti-

tution of the cooperative allows each cooperativist family a
definite number of catile, sheep and goats, pigs and bee-
hives, which. while .being used for the personal needs of
the cooperativists, are tended, herded and housed by the
cooperative. ’ .

The peasants tointly perform all the agricultural tasks
envisaged in the plan of the cooperative, which is an integral
part of the general state plan for agriculture. The income
from this eollective work is divided among the cooperativists
according to the quantity and quality of work done by each
of them. Such an organization of agricultural production
ensures the best possible utilization of the productive forces,
and increases and improves production. . .

Damocracy is one of the fundamental principles of the
structure of agricultural cooperatives. This democracy is

reflected in the right of the cooperativists to participate-di-

rectly in solving all the problems of the cooperative economy,
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in their right to elect and be elected to the leading organs
of the cooperative; in their right to ewercise control over
and to demand that the leading organs and functionaries gf
the cooperative vender account of their mqnagement, in
their right to dismiss before the expiry of their term, or at
any time, those people elected to leading organs or posis who
do not justify the confidence of the people and do not perform
their tasks well. - o
The supreme organ of the agricultural cooperative 1s .
the general assembly in which all the members take part.

The entire activity of the cooperative is run by the assembly -

and in intervals between sessions, by the presidium of the
cooperative itself elected by the assembly. To ensure the
handling of the day to day activities the assembly elects

" a president who is simultaneously chairman of the . coope-
_ rative and chairman of the management commitiee, called the

sdium, Let us stress once again that the cooperatives
conduct all their activity in conformity with their constitu-
tions, and with the laws, decisions, instructions and directives
of the state organs, combining their interests with those of

the mational economy, to the benefit of the socialist construc-

tion and the continuous improvement of living-standards.

The advantages of the cooperativist system |

The cooperativist gsystem in Albania combines the ad-
vantages of the large-scale modern enterprise over the _sm_aﬂ
primitive enterprise, and, at the same time, the superiority

of the socialist economy over the capitalist economy. If before

Liberation Albanian agriculture comprised more than 15_5,(}00
peasant holdings, averaging 2.5 hectares each, some belonging
to those who worked them and some owned by others, on
which the peasants could not subsist by their owmn resources,
jn 1979 there were 423 economies with an average area
of 1,150 hectares of cultivated land in which the area of
land under crops and their production of plant and livestock
products are steadily increasing. _ o

The process of the establishment of large-scale agti-
cultural economies in Albania has not beefn cirl?ed out at fél}:e
expense of the peasants, spelling ruin for them, as is the
case in the capitgiist countries, but to their benefit through

the co-ordination of their interests with t-hosg of the whole
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society. Consequenily, not omly has the Albanian- peasant
escaped from oppression and exploitation once and for all,
but brilliant prospects have been opened up for him to
improve his economic and social situation. The cooperaiive
system has eliminated the possibility of the appearance of
inequalities among the peasaniry, and rural poverty and

want along with it. The collective ownership has placed the

peasants in conditions of equality as regards the utilization
of the means of production which belong to the entire co-

llective. The conditions of the collective economy exclude
- the exploitation of another’s labour. As regards work and

remuneration for it, the agricultural cooperatives apply the
princéiple «from each according to his ability, to each accor-
ding to his work». The cooperative members are paid on the

‘basis of workdays put in during the agricultural year. The

differences in their incomes do not derive from their economie
and social position before joining the cooperative, but from
the amount of work done in the collective economy, from

the value of the workday which is continuously increasing,

parallel with the economic strengthening of the cooperatives.

The establishment of the cooperative system has guaran-
teed the Albanian peasantry the necessary conditions for a
more prosperous and cultured life. Before Liberation, the
Albanian countryside was made up of small, very scattered
villages, whereas the collectivization and particularly the
creation of big cooperatives uniting several cooperatives in
one led to the creation of new economic and administrative
centres with their own social-cultural and educational insti-

tutions, which are becoming more and more like small towns.
" More than half the peasant families live in new houses, -

mostly built after the collectivization; thousands of educa-
tional and social-cultural institutions have heen built in the
agricultural cooperatives, including creches and kindergactens,
eight-year and secondary schools, houses of culture, hogpitals,

maternity. homes, out-patient clinics; new roads link- the

villages with the national road network, and even the most
remote mountainous villages have electric light. In the
countryside as in the cities the state provides free medical
services. The members of the agricultural cooperatives are
entitled to invalidity and old age pensions.

New moral norme, the spirit of socialist collectivism,
the predominance of the general interest over personal inferests,
characterize the activity of the Albanian cooperativists. They
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see the basis of their well-being in the commen property. The
experience of the construction of socialism in Albania shows
that the only way to build socialism in the countryside, in
the countries with fragmented rural economies, is the collec-
tivization of agticulture. All other ways lead to the develop-
ment of capitalism in the countryside, The establishment of
big collective economies led to removal of all the hedges and
ditches which divided up the cultivated land, and thus created
large areas on which it is possible to use agricultural machi-
nery and apply maodern agricultural methods. In the united
agricultural cooperatives agricultural and livestock production
is even better organized on a scientific-technical basis. The
socialist transformation of the Albanian countryside created
very favourable conditions for the planned development of
agricultural production on the basis of advanced methods.

Under capitalism, the use of modern equipment by the

rich farmers intensifies competition and Ieads, tinally, to the

uin of the small peasants. On the contrary, the introduction
of the tractor and the leader-harvester in the Albanian coun-
tryside has lightened the work of the cooperativists and
helped to improve their well-being.

With the setting up of the big collective economiés, the
working peasantry has the possibility to benefit greatly from
the drainage and irrigation projects built by the state, as’ well

as from the state aid in credits tor increasing agricultural .

production, the use of selected seeds, chemical fertilizers, ete.
Today Albania ranks among the most advanced countries of
the world as regards the amount of chemical fertilizers used,
the irrigation capacity and big land improvement projects.

The cooperative system has ensured a considerable in~
erease of agricultural production, so that agriculture provides
the market with increased products, a fact of great importance
for supplying the country with food-stuffs and agricultural
primary products.

The figures show that agricultural output in Alhania has
inereased 5 fold in comparison with the pre-war period. This
inerease is over 50 per cent greater than the increase of the
population. Total agricultural output in 1975 was 33 per cent
higher than in 1970. The growth of production of certain pro-
ducts was as follows: bread griin 35 per cent, sugar-beet
76 per cent, milk 47 per cent, eggs 68 per cent, etc.

As to the rate of growth of agricultural production it
is noteworthy that Albania has surpassed the world average.

- Harvesting.

Hills transformed into orchards.




Agricalture, the concern of the entire people,
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Collectivization has put an end to the guasi-monoculture
character of Afbanian agriculture. While bread grains oc-
cupied 96.5 per cent of the cultivated area in 1938, today they
occupy about 50 per cent of if, at a time when the production
of bread grain has increased incomparably with 1938, In 1980

. its production increased 5 told and its yields about 3 fold
~ against 1938. Whereas in 1938 the ratio in the area sown with
. maize and wheat was 70 per cent maize against 30 per cent
. wheat, in 1979 it was 35 per cent maize against 65 per cent
. wheat. At the same time the area sown with industrial erops
' was extended. In comparison with 1050, in 1979 production of
| eotton increased 3.5 fold, sugar-beet 505 fold, sun-flower 10.6
times, That of tobacco, against 1938, increased 10 fold, and so
on, Compared with 1938, production of vegetables in 1979 was
11.2 times greater, fruit production in 1978 inereased 6.4 fold,
sitruses — 11.8 fold, ete. : '

" fThis increase in the agriculfural production ‘is due, to
a great extent, to the incCrease of various ylields. There are
many agrieultural economies in our country which take in 70
quintals of wheat and 70-80 quintals of maize per hectare,
more than 50 quintals of rice, about 20 .gquintals of cotton,
l 24 quintals of sun-flower per hectare, etc.

The estoblishment of big agricutural economies has
created the eonditions reguired for a radical change of the
character of Albanian agriculture: from an extensive agricul-
. ture In which the increase of production was achieved by

expansion of the culfivated area, it is more and more lending
~to become an intensive agriculture which is characterized by
" the continuous increase in investments and the work done per
hectare of cultivated land, and this has resulted in a consi-

. ey ‘derable rise in the yield rates of agricultural crops. :

C g Yoo sl deadid e Collectivization created the premises for regionalization,
: ' cooperation and specialization in agriculture. These pheno-
mena are encountered in the capitalist countries too, but they
differ fundamentally in regard to their aims and - methods.

Thus, while the distribution of crops, the specialization and
g y development of the productive forces in the capitalist agri-
S - culture constitute a spontaneous process, atmed at achieving

— s : " the maximum profit and the absorbtion o1 the zmaller eco-

' nomies by the bigger ones, in accordance with the «law of the

jungle», in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania these
phenomena constitute a process which is developed con-
seiously for the benefit of the workers. The planned develop-
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 ment of the productive forces gerves (o increase production

ivity, | i level of the
d productivity, to reduce costs and to raise the. ] |

i?ategial and enltural life of the masses. In Albania, the regio-
nalization and specialization of crops, in other words, depldlﬁg
on what crops will be grown in the different regions ¢f the

country, and the concentration of agricultural production in .

j ti s which
the specified cooperatives, farms or zones, are measures W
are ci):sely linked together and respond to the general interests
of the national economy. They are two links of the same
hain. . ) ] .
¢ Advancing on the road of intensive cropping, Albanian
agriculture is further perfecting the regpnahzgtmn and spe-
cialization of crops, guided not by profit as is the case In

‘the capitalist countries, but by the ‘needs of the national

omy, by the needs of the working masses, at ’Ehe same
‘(l;?r?!.g -taﬁlrtingy inte consideration the climatic and soil condi<
tions. So the geographical distribution of crops :;End the spe-
oialization of the agricultural economy In Affbania are ba:lc;d
on the state plan which is drafted in accordance with hz
economic laws of socialism and rveflects the reality of . t >
country. This harmonious development which makes the beﬁ.
possible use of the soil and weather conditions and all the
material and moral resources of the country serves the achie-
vement of the supreme objective of th.e Party, the construction
of socialism and the continuous raising of the level of ma-
terial and cultural well-being of the people. e

The combination of forces ecreates immense pos_sx'blhtles
to undertake mass actions, unrealizable in the cpndgtmns ‘of
small private economies, because such undertakings requiré
large-scale work and big investments. Undertakings of this
type were the actions for breaking in new land, for thel tCe&I;—
racing, irrigation and draining of land, planiing large blocks

' fruit trees, ete. o

of f1:’!t‘ll-ua eooperativist system opens.up, great posgibilities f_or
the scientific experimentation, the rotahpn of Crops, the_dls-
semination of advanced experience, which are indispensable
conditions for the rapid development of agricultural produc-
tion. Research work in Albania has already gone beyond the
confines of laboratories to spread almost e\_rerywhere, in the
state farms znd the agricultural cooperatives. A series l'c:f
tactors have contributed to this, above all, the raising of t :i
cultural level of the cooperativisis and the other agricultura
workers. Whereas before Yiberation there was only one low

LA
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level agricultural school, nowadays there are two higher insti-
tutes of agriculture (in Tirana and Korga, which have trained
hundreds of higher specialists: agronomists, zootechnicians,
veterinarians, agricultural economists, forestry specialists, efc.).
There is also a vast network of agricultural secondary schools
which irain hundreds of middle-level specialists each year.
Specialization and qualification courses are run continually in
the agricultural cooperatives and state farms. Thus efforts are
made to ensure mass participation in agricultural schooling.
Omn the other hand Albania has an extensive system of scien-
tific research institules, engaged in research in the field of
agricultural production, zootechny, pedological studies, plant
protection, the development of fruits crops, the mechanization
of agriculture, hybridization of maize, etc. Equipped with mo-
dern laboratories, these institutes engage in wide-ranging acti- -
vities assisting increased agricultural and livestock produc-
tion. . . - :
Scientific experiments are carried out even in the small
production units in the agricultural cooperatives. Thousands
of workers of all categories and lewvels of qualification are

devoted to this work. The scientific experimentation by the

masses has now become a school which stimulates agricul-
tura! and livestock production.

The study of the agricultural land in Albania was com-
pleted in 1973. A survey was carried out and a land registry
compiled of the entire arable area of the Republic. Pedological
and agrochemical studies involving hundreds of thousands of
soil analyses were conducted in all the agricultural economies.

‘As a result of these pedological and agrochemical studies,
the agricultural workers now have at ‘their disposal pedologi-
cal and agrochemical maps which show the different types
and subtypes of the soil, the depth of the active layer, its
mechanical composition, the quantities of humus, nitrogen,
phosphorus and potash it contains, and other agrotechnical
information. '

Thanks to a good knowledge of the soil, all the tech-
nical processes in agriculture, ploughing, fertilizing, draining,
irrigation, the regular rotation of agricultural crops, the break-
ing in of new land, are carried out in accord with the chemi-
cal, physical and biological properties of the soil, and conse-
quently, they have a more marked effect in-increasing yields.

The pedological and agrochemical field studiés, performing
the chemical analyses of the soil, the ecompiling of maps and
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engineering plam;s of the country, studied the ibiliti

) I possibilities of
iurther e:_(tendmg the m-echamze:tion, of working sprinkler
irrigation plants not only by motor driven pumps, but also
by utslin‘zlpgg t{l{f na;ﬂj;lral conditions, the extension of precise
seed ing, e utilization of certal i
peaieeve i L of in groups of jmplements
Parallel with the modernization of the machinery
] B . - used
in t’he. agr;cuultu_ral sector, work is going on to trai—xI;y many
specialists in thie branch of mechanics so that they acquire
%i 01;1sgl‘i1;iegre§ 'L?lf qugliﬁcation. The machine and tractor sta-

ve at their disposal a whole a f hi i

Caidl‘eémand mechanics. sy of highly trained

ike the capitalist countries where the machin
belongs to the wealthy capitalist landowners or financiers, 51;%
exploit the farm hands by employing them as day labourers
or by charging excessive rates for the hire of their machinery,
in Albania this machinery is used extensively by all the co-
lope_ratave peasantry. The machine and tractor stations put
.their machinery at the disposal of the cooperative for a very
moderate charge. These practices illustrate the great interest
of the state in the development of agricultural production.

the respective supplement reports in general have become a
great school in which the specialists, agricultural workers, the
chemists and laboratory workers have studied the characteri-
otics of the soil and with the aid of the supplementary reports,
have taken concrebe measures to preserve and increase the
tertility of the soil. In courses and seminars, and especially
during the work itself, a darge number of cadres have been
trajned and specialized in the field of soil analyses, pedology
and agricultural chemistry. Attached fo the district agricultural
gtations, pedology laboratories have been set up, a8 well as’
5 number of simpler ones attached divectly to cooperatives.
These laboratories play a major role in The development of
scientific-research work in agriculture, especiglly in pedology
and agricultural chemistry. . o
So, having overcome its age-old backwardness and being
freed of the old relations of production, Albanian agriculture,
now complebely collectivized, is advancing confidently on the
road of intensification and modernization. As a result of these
measures, the total agricultural output increased in 1980 by
500 per cent against 1938. Agricultural production in the Tth =
Tive-year Plan 1681-1985 will increase by 30-32 per cent
against the 6th Fiveryear Plan for the five years faken
together. ' .
' Breaking in of new land

The greater part of Albania is mountainous and hilly, The
area sown 10 Crops occupies only 42 per cent of the total
terx;l‘oory of the country. After the establishment of the peo-
ple’s state power, continuous attention was given to increasing
the production of bread grain and the development of all the
!arancl}es of agriculture by harmonizing the development of
intensive cropping with the breaking in of new land.

In the years since Liberation, the main efforts were di-
rected to break-mg in new land in the plains through river
control and drainage, the clearing of degraded forests, etc.
However, the greatest reserves of this kind were situated in
the mountains and remote areas, therefore in recent years the
Party issued the call: «Let us take to the mountains and hills
to make them as peautiful and fertile as the plainsi» a call
which mobilized all the agriculiural workers as well as the
y'outh of the cities and the countryside. This call was the
signal for the launching of a vigorous drive which made pos-
sible the realization of the most daring forecasts. Today the

The mechanization of agriculture'

Mechanization is one of the ain factors in the rapid
progress of agriculture. Therefore, from the time it was esta-
blished the people’s power has given this problem particular
importance and care. In 1977 the volume of mechanized work
was more than 15 times greater than in 1950; compared
with 1938, when motor power constituted only 1 per cent .
of the total power potential, in 1979 motor power accounted 3
tor 92 per cent of it.. L

As a result of the implementation of the principle of
self-reliance, nowadays a hole series of progesses aré ac-
complished with machinery made in Albania, such ag ‘thre-
shing-machines, seed drills, fertilizer spreaders, mills, silage
choppers, winnowing machines, grain driers and other ma- |
chinery, all manufactured locally. : y

Ag regards mechanization, the central research stations,

 in- collaboration with the agricultural enterprises and - the
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hills are covered with terraces planted fo crops and fruit
frees. : .
The peasants of the mountainous- districts proclaimed
winter a season of work like the other seasons, in order to

wrest from the mountains and degraded forests the. fertile

land unutilized up till that time. Battling the rocks, the snow
and the cold, imbued with a lofty revolutionary spirif; the
peasants wrested the precious land from nature, inch by inch.
‘As a result the hills and the mouniains have changed their
former appearance. On their slopes thousands and thousands
of hectares of land have been shaped in terraces. This involved

the excavation of hundreds and thousands of cubic metres of

. stone and earth in forming the terraces and the building of
dame to control the torrents and protect the soil from erosion
damage. Entire zones were iransformed into big orchards and

vineyards. _ .
The breeking in of new land in the hilly and mountainous

areas was made much easier as a result of the great help

provided by the machine and tractor ‘stations and the state
farms in lending machinery. Overcoming the difficulties with a
lofty revolutionary spirit the young people of town and coun-
tryside have transformed immense areas of mountaihous ter-
rain and degraded foresis into cultivable land, In tens of
thousands, they rushed to the aid of the peasants of the
mountainous regions to respond in deeds to the call of the

Party to make the hills and the mountains as fertile as the

plains. As a result of this greal work, the arable land area
in 1979 had increased by 2.4 times as against 1938 when. it
cavered only 292,100 hectares, :

Drainage and irrigation of the land

This problem assumes great importance for the develop-
ment of the Albamian agriculture, if account iz taken of the
fact that before Liberation thousands of hectares of land were
covered by water or periodically flooded, while whole regions
suffered from drought in summer. At that time the feudal
owners were not interested in underieking water control pro-
jeets and they were not in a position to do so. On the other
hand, the anti-popular state power displayed no concern at all
over this problem. _ '

This very. important task was fulfilled only under the

-
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peoplle’s state power. Within 25 years the «black spots» desig-

nating the swamps of Malig (Korca district), of Vurgu (Del-
vina), Térbuf (Lushnja), Thumana {(Kruja), Roskovec (Fier),
etc.- were erased from the map. From the draining of the
swamps 50,000 hectares of very fertile land were gained and
a further 188,000 hectares were improved up to 1979,
Pumping stations with a total capacity of 160 cubic
metres of water per second were built for drainage of the
flat coastal regions. The pumping station of Hoxhara (Fier)
with a capacity of 35 cubic metres per second ranks among

- the most powerful in Europe. A dense network of drainage

canals extends over 200,000 hectares of land which comprise
over 90 per cent of the total area of plains in the country.
‘Within the same period, stop-banks built along all the main
rivers prevented overflowing. Thus water control work in the
plains has now entered dts final stage.

. In .the years of the people’s power more than 230,000
hectares of land in the plains have been completely protected
from flooding, drained, and placed under irrigation.

Major works have been carried out to achieve this. Today
the area under irrigation is much greater than in the pre-
Liberation period. Hundreds of reservoirs have heen built,
some of them of considerable capacities. The Thana reservoir
(Lushnja) contains 65 million cubic metres of water and is
capable of irrigating more than 25,000 hectares.

The continuous growth of the economic potential of the
country and the completion of collectivization have made pos-
sible the large-scale construction of irrigation projects in the
mountainous regions also. Reservoirs, irrigation ecanals' and
other structures have been and are being built in difficult
terrain in the mountainous regions. -

In 1980 the irrigation system covered 53 per cent of the
total -cultivated land or 368,000 hectares, against 29,000 hec-

tares in 1938. Sprinkler irrigation in 1979 exiended io 70,000

hectares.

The state does not limit itself to building the reservoirs,
irrigation canals, electric pumping stations, etc. which are
required for the reclamation of swamps and land improve-
ment and irrigation schemes with its own means, but it pro-
vides every sori of aid for the cooperative peasantry to build
relatively simple projects with their own foreces. The state
provides them with materials and specialists free of charge,
as well as with credits of very favourable ferms.
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The carrying out of land improvement projects has a
double advantage: on the one hand. new agricultural land has
been gained, and on the other hand a more favourable regime
has bheen established for the crops, because in the main agri-
cultural regions of the country they suifer from drought in
summer and excess humidity in winter. ' .

After four years of persistent work. in 1973, the Institute
of the Study and Design of Land Improvement schemes, in
close cooperation with specialists from the different districis
and the agricultural cooperatives, completed ihe study of
schemes for the complete irrigation of the 26 districts of the
country, on the basis of which the irrigation map of the
Republic, which envisages hundreds of projects (reservoirs,
canals, tunnels, etc.) was drafted. : _

The state allocates considerable sums for the construction
of these projects, On its part, the cooperative peasaniry,
assisted by the city workers, gave effective assistance through
voluntary labour performing a great many tasks in the building
of irrigation and drainage projecis, efc. Large-scale mass ac-
tions are giving exeellent results in reducing the time needed
to build these projects. .

The irrigation system schemes bhave served as a basis
to study the possibilites of harnessing the .jrrigation projects

{(which fulfil the necessary conditions) for the production of -

electric power.

The use of chemicals in agriculture

In the past, only natural manure was known and‘usgd
in Albania, and this to a totally inadequate extent. Artificial
fertiligers were completely unknown. After Liberation great
importance was given to chemical fertilizers. The two big
plants built in Fier and Lag ensured the necessary amount of

chemical fertilizers for Albanian agriculture. The quantity of
chemical fertilizers distributed to the agriculfural economies
in 1980 had increased 50 per cent as against 1975, Today Al-

bania is shead of many countries as regards the utilization of

chemical fertilizers.

. The amotint of e¢hemical fertilizers used in our agriculiure
in 1977 was 6.3 times greater than that of 1970 and 11.6 times
greater than in 1970. : _ .

Parallel with the increased production of chemical ferti-
lizers, the utilization of organic manure has never been under-
rated, Chemical fertilizers are combined with the organic
manure or they will damage the structure and the microor-
ganisms of the soil, Therefore, ithe gaihering and preparation
of -organic manure is a decisive prerequisite for increasing
crop vields and the fertility of the soil. Every agricultural
economy has now turned each of ifs sectors into a real «fac-
tory» of organic nitrate through the collection and scientific
processing of all organic manure. To this end, special brigades
have been set up with the task of finding, collecting and
processing organic manure. .

Special attention is paid to the protection of plants from.

- diseases and pests.- To this end, the state regularly supplies

the agricultural economies with large quantiiies of fungicides,
insecticides and herbicides at fixed low prices. The state also
provides technical assisiance for the peasants by puiting at
their disposal specialists to cope with this problem.

The selectibn oﬁ seeds

In the past seeds were of poor quality and produced low
yields, so under the people’s power, in conformity -with the
requirements of agriculiural technology and with the aim of
increasing production, great importance was attached to the
selection and distribution of high productivity seeds. Every
year the state distributes thousands oi quintals of selected
seéeds, in wheat, maize, tobacco, sugar-beet, etc. Great work
has been done to secure high-yield seeds and the optimal

- number of plants per hectare. .

Variety of crops

‘Before Liberation, Albanian . agricullure developed in- &

- unilateral way. Field crops were predominant, while fruit

growing and forestry taken together represented only 6 per
cent of the total agricultural output. ' ' :
Under the people’s state power, great efforts have been

. made to diversily agriculture, to improve and transform the

structure of agricultural production.
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| 8 i - frui d livestock pro-
The proportion of field crops to fruit and v
ducts haspb'egg gradually medified and improved in fa:voug e?sf
the latter. The continuous improvement of the proportlop e
ween the three fundamental I-]:ara.::‘uc.'hefd : of._agnc:flﬂ;;gg 1:1' o
ish i ing the production o _ .
complished without reducing > fuctlon of “°° rops,
i ieved | iving a certain priority to tock
guﬁ'?%::ﬁog b%* thg,. relatively more rapid development
branches. : -
of thﬁkfg:ame time, the pmportimlls_between‘the hg}d'froptz
themselves have been improved, giving relative priority o
production of certain plants which should- play a largex{'1 pgﬂd
in the people’s diet, such as vegetables, potaltoes and o
| Gféeﬂ: efforts have been made fto increase the lr-i?};wt;.:
of fruit, particularly grapé;s. Thus 'tgfsaywﬁucgscg 1
especially appreciated by the consumn s, e market, are
cessed and are in greater demand on the ion e the
' Amnother objective is to proiong Al
planted on a 1arge5r:.scale. bjective 1s 1o 1o Sl big
i ¢+ availability of fresh fruit in o av 3
Eﬁg‘gudat?(ms in supplies of these Pmdqc_ts, to O}L;gar:'u‘:ilz: g;ld
sumption hetier and facilitate their utmzatmn. y _
indugt;’g&ial importance is giv;en to industrial crops.

The main cereal crops grown in Albania are; wheat, maize,

in i i cotbon,
and rice; the main industrial crops are
g'séclzgflgfgar;beet, and sunflower. Vtigetat&g:s g;i}bu;ilge gr;;ir_i
2 haricot beans, peas, onions, Tom& , €A , -
gﬁﬁs’egg-p]ant, lady’s fingers, courgette paprika, lsﬁl;s, car
rots ’-etc. The climabe being suitable, fruit growing

progressed greatly in Albania. The most widely grown fruiis

are: apples, pears, ‘plums, cherries, peaches, apricots, figs, -

walnuts, persimmons, orgitges, mandarin ’oed sf rﬁg ??gﬁée?v eggod
- fruit produced is expor . ved.
past B%’fu-i::hgmdulctign in 1078 increased 6.4 fold, citrus produc-
tion — 11.8 fold against 1938. . ) )
Hon Viticﬂlturie is aglso greatly fleveJOped. '\Tegld h}gh A%g:alalfg
table grapes and grapes for wine are produ 131 e 'or;
Albanian table grapes and for wines are in keen em _
i tional market. : ) L
the ggﬁapﬁ%pects open up for fruit growing. It ;s fnvm?gjﬁ
that in 1985 as against 1930 the number of pip and sione

trees will increase by 41 per cent, of citrus trees 47 per cent, |

of olive-trees 33 per cent and vine plants 40 per cent.
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The proportions between the different branches of agri-
cultural production and within these branches themselves,
are not unalterable. They are in constant evolution according
to the needs of the socialist construction of the country.

_ Livestock farming

Albania has an ancient tradition in lvestock farming.
“However, this branch of the economy had remained in an
utterly primitive siate. Morsover it was gravely damaged

. during the war. '

The establishment of the state sector in livestock farming

., was & measure of great importance for the developmeng of

this branch and the economy of the country as a whole. The.

law on the nationalization of 'big flocks was the starting-
poini for the state sector in livestock farming.

The establishment of the socialist sector opened up vast
perspectives for fruitful scientific .work in =zootechny and
for the introduction of the socialist system in this field. The
state flocks and herds, organized in state livestock enterprises
are a means for ensuring befter supplies for the working
population of the cities and a fine example for a1l those enga-
ged in livestock farming. Hence, livestock farming, like all
the other branches of the economy, was organized and de-
veloped on new ioundations. In 1950 the damage caused by

thé war had been made good and the pre-war numbers of
livestock restored.

The number of cattle has been . built up in thé state and
cooperative sector, and possibilities have been created for

the application of technology and the rapid improvement of
breeds.

The most impc?fl:gnt meastre. taken after the establish-
ment of the people’s state power for the qualitative improve-

- ment of livestock was the large-scale application of - cross-

breeding of the local stock with pedigree stock of high-
productivity., Great efforts were made also to improve the
sheep breeds with the help of pedigree rams of the «Merino»
and «Cigala» breeds. To this end major investments were
made o ensure the necessary breeding stock and to train
thousands of specialists. ' : a

Careful work- has been done, ‘also, to improve cattle
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In the past the local breed of cow with low pro-
B.f;ietﬁ}ity for hepril predominated in Albania. Starting fmlrﬂ

the 60’s a campaign was underiaken for hem} 1mpr§ve_mgn
in cattle by cross-breeding with pedigree stock and by 1._1;1 é
artificial insemination. This activity’ was guided by absz %h ¢
centre, the State Zootechny Enterprise, and. now : %‘tute
central breed improvement station attache.d ‘to ‘l;h-e Insti te.
of Zootechny Research. The activity of this institute -1211 cghe
tinually increasing. In 1974 it extended its activity 1o il the
" districts of the country and carried out _the artificial -msfe st
tion of more than 60 per cent of the total number of COWS,
a figure higher than the world average. . N g
Along with the spread of artificial insemination, c?nr-l.
tinuous work has been done also to ensure the _rec%}urzd

pedigree bulls. To this end, a state farm has been establish
al Tezha which contributes to providing the neoessarylape_—.
digree animals. Each year this enterprise breeds a large
number of animals speciaily for high prodtd,lctlwty -lmes;lt N

or important orientation for herd improvement
the ﬁncx?et:se n tphe number of pedigree cows and the Taising
of female calves. In this way, many cooperatives and state

farms have built up their own large herds of pedigree-cows.

ile their influence is to increase production, these he_rl'ds
gsl’:) provide pedigree breeding stock, especlg]]y young bulls,
supplying thousands of head each year. :

As a result of the measures taken for the development
of cattle breeding, the composition of dairy ‘h-e-rds has uz}c:elj—
gone a profound qualitative and gquantitative change. 1;
ealculabed that more than 70 per cent of the cows are 0
improved breed and 20 per cent of them are purebred.

Work in this direction has also made possible the improve-

. : : ber
£ all the pigs and poultry, almost pali of the num
Eéeg;-gep? etc. O%gthe state farms all the livestock are of

improved breeds, while in the agricultural cooperatives the

animals of unimproved breed occupy a negligible position

and will soon be entirely replaced.: N

‘Radical changes are taking place to ensure the provision

of adequate fodder. The application of a_series of t_:nrgamsz:.{-l

tional and technical measures has contributed to mﬁrea !

production of fodder crops concentrates, etc. and thisth as en

© Dired adequate supplies of stock food throughout el y?;f
and consequently, the seasonal fluctuations In anima P

~ duetion.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALIST AGRICULTURE 309

ducts have been eliminated, ensuring the required amount of
production and regular supplies for the market. All these
measures have resulted in the steady increase of livestock
products and consequently, of consumption per head of po-
pulation, from year to year.

" Compared with 1938, the number of cattle in 1979 in-
creased 2 fold, pigs — 11.2 fold, poultry-~— 4 fold, etc. Animal
products have increased at high rates. The production of milk .
in 1977 increased 3 fold, meat — 2 fold, eggs — 4 fold, ete.
against 1950, : '

Science in the service of agriculture

The door was opened to science in Albanian agriculture
only under the people’s state power. The first nuclei for
scientific activity were set up in the first years following
Libération. In these last decades howewver, agricultural science
has developed vigorously. A large number of central research
establishments are functioning today and they guide experi-

- mental work over the whole country according to their orien-

tation and the. tasks assigned to them. A vast amount of
activity is conducted by the Institute of Soil Studies, the
Agrarian Research Institute in Lushnja, the Institute of Veteri-
nary Research in Tirana. Besides these, .a large number of
central stations specializing in maize, vegetables and potafoes,
fodder crops, plant protection, mechanization, fruit growing,
foresiry, etc. have heen set up in different regions of the .
country. A vast amount of research work is also conducted by
the Higher Institute of Agriculture in Tirana, the Higher
Institute of Agriculture in Korca, by certain faculties of the
University of Tirana, as well as by the Institutes of the Aca- -~ -
demy of Sciences of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania. -
The policy followed in this direction in Albania is aimed
at ensuring mass participation in secientific activity; the scien-
titic institutes are only links in the large network of scientific
organisms spread over the awhole country. Scientific nuclei.
made up of vanguard workers, experimental centres and
scientific councils of the cooperative or state farm, funetion

' in every state farm or agricultural cooperative, in each work

brigade and in all units of agricultural and livestock pro-
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This mass participation in agricultural science has made
possible the accomplishment of thousands of programmed
agricultural experiments each year. Almosi all the studies and
scientific experiments are carried out mainly on the produc-
tion fields and livestock herds of the state farms or the agri-
cultural cooperatives. On the other hand, the central research
stations study and define the essential problems of agricul-
ture which require more highly gualified work, while the

agricultural stations of the districts and the agricultural eco-

nomies solve problems of a local character and sum up the
results obtained in production. .

The mass participation in agricultural scientific work

organized. in a system of many levels and the extension of
ihis work to the entire territory of the country have contri-

. buted significantly to the achievement of good results, to the

increase of the yields of plant and livestock products. Among

the achievements so far in the modernization of agriculture .

are the production of a genetic material of high value, in
seeds, plants and animals for breeding purposes, high quality
biopreparations, studies on the most advanced technology, the
application of a program for the long-term development of

agriculture, etc. The studies and experiments have led to

‘better knowledge of the characteristics of plants and animals,
to their improvement and adaptation to the different economic

zones, o the. introduction of measures for the increase of
the fertility of the soil, ete. At the same time, they are used
in improving agricultural technology, zootechnology and the
genetics of the main crops and animals, for the more intensive
build-up of the fertility of the soil and increased effectiveness
of the use of fertilizers and water, in elaborating the methods

- and technology of production, etc.

Agriculfural science in Albania is developed on the basis
of plans and programs covering a period of 10 or 15 years,
which by indicaiing the general direction of studies and
experiments ensure a better co-ordination of science with
production and the national economy as a whole. The scien-
tific plans are combined and harmonized with the activity
of different sectors of research groups or institutions, with
that of the sectors of large-scale agriculiural production and

" the economy and science of the country as a whole. The

themes included in the plans of scientific work are such as
to serve the plan of agricultural production. :

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALIST AGRICULTURE ' i

| Agricultural credit

The people’s state power has always given icul ture
cnnglderable assistance by means of thlm—f.-S agg‘ﬁcultiggl creugﬁ:
which has played an important role in the development of the
productive forces, the growth of production, the iniensification
of agriculture and the economic and financial strengthening
of the agricultural cooperatives. The funds allocated. to agri-
“cultural credits have increased from ‘year to year.

In the first years after the establishment of the people’s
state power, almost the fotal sum of agricultural credits went
t6 the benefit of individual economies, while nowadays, with
the complete collectivization of agriculture, it is entirely used
by the agricultural cooperatives. .

As a result of the continuous strengthening of the older
cooperatives, especially those of the plains, the bulk of the
long-term credits for investments in equipment have bheen
allocated .to the hilly and mountainous cooperatives, and this
has contributed to reducing the economic disparities between
the cooperatives of the plains and those of the hilly and
mountanicus zones. -

The rates of interest charged on credits from the agri-
cultural bank are so moderate as to be almost symbolic. ¥or
instance, the inferest rate for long-term credifs is 1.3 per
cent, for short-term credits 2 per cent, for long-term credits
accord.ed to individual peasants for the repair or construction
of their houses 0.5 per cent. The cooperatives of the moun-
tainous zones with modest incomes and the cooperatives -set

- up after the 1st of January 1987 enjoy credits free of all

interest. -




Chapter J‘ivé

ALBANIA — A CONSTRUCTION SITE

. The construction. work carried oui in the years of the
people’s state power illustrates the colossal progress made by
socialist Albania which has caught up centuries of backward-
ness in this field. Thus the volume of construction in 1950 as

against 1938 had increased 8.6 fold, in 1955 meoré than 20 fold

" and in 1960 36 fold. The subsequent five-year plans were

marked by even more rapid growth rates. During the 3rd -

Five-year Plan (1961-1966), the volume of construction work
was equal to that carried out in the first 15 years after Libe-
ration, while the 5th Five-year Plan envisaged a volume of

construction work equal to that carried out from Liberation’

to 1965. .

The volume of construction- work in the 5th Five-year
- Plan (1971-1975) was 53 per cent-greater than in the 4th
Five-year Plan {1965-1970). During this period 155 important
. rew projects were built and put into service. . _ :

In four decades the Albanian construciion workers have
given the Homeland more than & thousand projects of great
importance for the development of the -economy, education
and culture. They have built 13 entirely new industrial towns.
About 300,000 flats had been built up to the end of 1979 both
in the city and the countryside. In the distribution of construc-
tion work among the different sectors of the economy, priority
has been given to the development of the productive forces.

Since Liberation, our building workers have ceaselessly
raised the level of mechanization and the building enterprises
have been equipped with many different kinds of machinery.
Manual labour and artisan methods are on the way out. Pre-

AL
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tabricated reinforced concrete components are used extensively
in all kinds of constructions, in industrial projects, in culverts,
aqueducts, ete, in land improvement and irrigation schemes,
the decks of bridges, in housing and social cultural buildings,
in high-tension lines, elc. Likewise, various kinds of equipment
and machinery are used in construction sites, from simplest
types manufactured iin our country to large modern equip-
ment and heavy machinery, excavators and mechanical
shovels, large capacity trucks, cranes of different kinds and
capacities up to 150 tons, modern machinery for the drilling
and concreting of tunnels, bulldozers, scrapers and many other
machines. . .

Progress has been made also in the construction of ma-
chinery and equipment and the production of spare parts
which provide a powerful base for the setting up of new

- workshops and production lines, for the further mechaniza-
‘tion of construction and preduction processes.

One of the principal factors which has contributed fo
these successes is the fact that in Albania investments in
equipment are. centralized in the hands of the state, which
guarantees the centralized financing of projects requiring
considerable expenditure, : ;

“The investments made by the state today in the econ-

omic and cultural, development of the country are of pro-

portions beyond any comparison with those made under the

feudal-bourgeois regime.

‘In socialist Albania, construction work serves fhe im-
mediate and long-term interests of the country. Hundreds of
industrial projects built in the various distriets of the Repu-
blic have brought about a rapid development of heavy and
light industries. ' s

Thanks to the draining of swamps and the construction
of irrigation canals and reservoirs, which are now being built
even in the remote mountainous. zones,: the area of cultivated
land has greatly increased. At the same time, mew dwelling-
houses, schools, houses of culture, hospitals, créches and kin-
dergartens have been and are being buiit all over the country,
while new roads are being opened up in the remote moun-
tainous. zones. : :

A great victory in the field of construction is the crea-
tion of a whole army of higher and medium-trained cadres,
as well as the training of qualified construction workers and
specialists who are capable of building big complex projects
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and solving ditficult problems of construction. Albania inhe-
rited a limited number of construction specialists and workers
from the past, while nowadays thousands of higher -and
medium-trained specialists trained in Albanian schools are
working in every part of the couniry. Numerous specialized

study and design institutes have been founded and are engaged

in désigning industrial projects, hydro-power stations, high-
tension lines, bridges and roads, railways, sea mports, dwelling—

. houses, hotels, hospitals, etc. :
The development of the economy and culture of the coun- .

fry, the development of the creative scientific thought of the
building workers, specialists and engineers, have greatly as-
sisted the construction workers in the accomplishment of the
major tasks assigned to them. Preliminary studies and expe-
rimental work have made possible the designing and con-

struction of important technieally complicated projects for - :

hydro-power stations, which rank as big ones by world
standards, railways built in difficult ierrain, large land im-
provement and irrigation systems, industrial projects, socidl

© cultural and health establishments, housing blocks, ete.’

Advanced technique has been applied in the -construction
of big projects and thorough studies have been made of the
technological processes and the scientific organization of work,
leading to the completion of the construction of many daring
projects ahead of schedule.

“The rapid development and the deepening of the technical- .
scientific revolution in the field of construction must neces-

sarily correspond to the rapid rate of the construction of
gocialism in Albania. Efforis are being made in all directions,
especially for the eontinuous raising of the professional, cul-
tural, technieal and scientific level of the workers, and for
the establishment of strict technical and scientific discipline
everywhere. - = o

Chapter six

'THE ARTERIES OF THE REPUELIC

. In the field of communication, too, Albania inherited
great backwardness from the anti-popular regime of the
past. The few roads, a small number of automobiles and some
wooden boats were all that Albania inherited from the past.
Apart from Iceland, Albania was the only European country
without & railway. All the transport of import-export goods
was carried out by Italian shipping companies. The main
sea-port of the country, Durrés, could handle only two small
ships at a time end possessed only one hand-winch of 200
kilograms capacity. o _ _

The sittiation was further aggravated with the occupation
of the country by fascist Italy, and later by Hitlerite Germany.
Tn. November 1944 all forms of transport were paralysed.

To overcome ihis situation, in 1947, just three years
afver the liberation of the country, despite the great dif-
ficulties it had to overcome in the ‘different branches of the
economy, the people’s state power allocated 44 per cent of
the total investments envisaged for the entire economy to
the development of communications. It was not long before
the results of these efforts began to be felt. Transport in
Albania developed rapidly. The volume of goods transported
today in less than two days is equal to the total volume of -
goods transported in 1938. The total length of roads has more

~ than deubled. Numerous new roads have been opened up

in the mountains, to distant villages and remote mountainous
zones to. contribute to the all-round development of the new
cooperatives, The passanger transport in 1979 was 2,863 times
greater and goods transport 163 times greater than in 1938,
In the years of the people’s state power. the volume of trang-
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port by coastal shipping increased 17 fold, while that by long-
distance shipping increased 8 fold as against 1960. The ton-
nage of the merchant fleet has increased nearly 20 times and
today its modern ships plough the oceans, while the ports of
the country have been equipped with powerful modern ma-
- chinery. Today the shipyard at Durrés is an important base
for repairing ships of big tonnages, as well as for the. cons-
‘truction of various vessels for maritime transport, o
 The first railway in Albania was built in 1947 and since
then the railway network has been extended year by year.
‘Today, this network transporis a volume of goods 30 times
greater than the total volume of goods transported in 1938. .
In- the years of the people’s state power, the number of
telephone lines and call-boxes has increased considerably.
Now all the villages are linked with the telephone network.
. Today Albania is in a position to produce trucks, buses,
freight cars, passanger <ars, ete, ' _
_ Major tasks are envisaged for the extension of transport
in the Tth Five-year Plan (1981-1985). Priority will be given
© to railway transport the transport capacity of which will be

doubled.

Part four

~ SOCIALIST DISTRIBUTION




Chapter one

DISTRIBUTION OF THE NATIONAL INCOME

In all social regimes, the aim of production is determined
by the relations of ownership of the means of production.
When the means of production are owned by the bourgeoisie,
the aim of production is to enrich the owners of capital, through
the exploitation of the workers of their own tountry and the
peoples of the colonial and dependant countries. When these
means of production are social property and the exploitation
of man by man has been abolished, the aim of production is
to continuously raise the level of the material and cuitural
well-being of the working people. This is the case in the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, where the state power
is in the hands of the working class led by its vanguard, the
Party of Labour of Albania. : _

Every product in the People’s Socialist Republic of Alba-
nia ig destined to satisfy the needs of the people and the
economy. ' .

Therefore there is extended production tc¢ which the
response is ever increasing consumption, This whole process
develops without exploiters or exploited.. Under the capitalist
regime, such a state of things is inconceivable. N :

The establishment of the socialisi economic and social
system brought about the elimination of the fundamental con-

‘tradiction of capitalism, thai between the social character of
- production and the capitalist, private form of appropriation.

Consequently, one of the forms in which this coniradiction is
manifested — between production and consumption, has also
been eliminated. Production in Albania is organized in such
a way as to fulfil the needs of the working people. Its con-
tinuous growth is an objective necessity which- conditions the
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constantly growing consumption by the working people. The"

degree to which the needs of the population are satisfied
depends first of all on the degree of development of produc-
tion. Its continuous expansion not only ensures the quaniity of

" products necessary to satisfy the growing needs of the popu- K

lation but also constitutes an indispensable condition to ensure . &

the progress of production. .
I')I‘hg rapid gnd continuous increase of the '.llleeds of the
people in Albania results not only from fhe rapid growth of
production, the technical progress, but also from the radical
transformations in the life of the working masses, their h1gi_1er
material and cultural standards. For their part, these increasing
demands exert a.very stimulating influence on the develop-

ment of production.

The increase and distribution of
the national income

’ jan : ial and

Each year the Albanian workers produce materia
spiritual values of the most" diverse ikinds, which, in total,
constitute the social product. After t"he means of production
consumed in the process of production have been replaced,

the remainder of the national income is at'the disposal of

the society, and from this each worker receives the share th}?t
belongs to him. Thus distribution is one of 'the stages of the
" reproduction of the social product which links consumption
with production. Distribution ifself is divided into two bran-
ches: that of means of production and that of means of
consumption. The character of the distribution of means of
production between the differenlt classes is determined by the
- form of ownership prevailing in the society, while the distri-
bution of the total social product among the different classes
depends entirely on the distribution of the means’ of proquc-
tion, the ownership of the means of production c}qtermmes
the relations between the social groups in production. ‘
In the capitalist system, the distribution. of the social
product has an antagonistic character, as it does not go Ito
‘the producers but is appropriated by a handful of exploiters
who possess the overwhelming bulk of the means of produc-

tion. Under this system, the capitalists and the big landowners, .
who make up a minority of the population, appropriate more

than half the social product.

i
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In ¢ontrast to this, in Albania the socialist principle of
distribution of material blessings «according to the work dones
has been established on the basis of the social ownership and
the socialist economic system. This means that each member
of society receives his share of the common wealth according
to the quantity and quality of the work he has performed.

The consistent application of this principle encourages

the workers to perfect themselves in their jobs and to achieve

ever better results in their work. Otherwise, it is impossible
to increase the productivity of labour rapidly and econtinually
and to advance eventually to the commmunist principle of dis-
tribution, «from each according to his ability, to each accord-
ing to his needs.»

The character of digtribution is reflected first of all in
the distribution of the national income.

Before the war, the rate of increase of the national inco-
me in Albania was very low. In the period 1927-1938, the
national income increased by only 12 per cent or an average
of 1 per cent annually. On the contrary, since the establish-
ment of the peaple’s state power, the national income has been
characterized by consistently high and steady.rates of growth.

"~ In the period 1960-1970, when the average annual rate of

growth of national income for Europe was 4.6 per cent, that
of Albania was 7.2 per cent. Particularly high rates of increa-
se in income have been recorded in the sectors of industry
and construction. In the period 1950-1970 the average raies

-of increase for these sectors were 15.5 per cent and 12.5 per

cent respectively. . ,

It should be repeated that the rate of increase of the na-
tional income of Albania is constantly increasing. The natio-
nal income in 1975 increased 13.3 fold as against 1938 while
the national income per capita increased 5.6 fold.

To put it in another way, from 1971 to 1975 the national
income increased by 38 per cent (the annual average: 6.7 per
cent), while the real per capita income increased by 14.5 per
cent (8.7 per cent for the ¢ify workers, and 20.5 per cent for
those of the countryside).

The increase of the national income has been the result
of the harmonization and judicious ufilization of all factors

which coniribute to its growth, such as: the increase in the

number of workers employed in the sector of material pro-
duction, the increase of the produetivity of social labour and
the fall in the cost of production.

2l = 117 A
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Before Liberation, 90 per cent of the national income in
Albania was supplied by agriculture alone, while today almost
the whole of the national income is c¢reated by the two prin-
cipal branches of the national economy: industry and agri-
culture. The general tendency has been the continuous growth
in the contribution of industry to the national income.

Albania has succeeded not only in achieving a rapid

growth of the national income but also in using it judiciously
in the immediate and long-term interests of the working mas-
ses. There are no exploiting parasite classes in Albania. The
entire national income belongs to the working people and is
used to raise the wellbeing of the working people.

The national income is used first of all to ensure the
development of production and the creation of indispensable
reserves. This part comprises the fund of accumulation. The
rest of the national income goes fo individual consumption
and constitutes the fund of consumption.

Distribution of the nafional income in the People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania

National Income

Consumption fund Accumulation Fund

Individual ansumption Social Cansumption

The individual consumption of the national income con-
sists of. the pay of workers and employees, the incomes of
~ cooperativists and the incomes of the other strata of the po-
pulation. '
' The social consumption of the national income consists
of the expenditure for the mainienance and development of
the education system, the public health service, science and
culture, for the improvement of the living standards of the
working people and for social insurance. It also includes the
expenditure for the maintenance of the administrative appa-
ratus, the strengthening of the defence of the country, etc.

in this way, the tatal income of the socialist state is used.

to satisfy the social and individual needs of the working peo-
ple; the current accumulation allocated to the construction of
economic enterprises, schools, hospitals, dwelling houses elc.
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will be transformed tomorrow into the fund of consumption.
It reflecis the growth of the national wealth, the wealth of
the entire society, that is, of each of its members.

- The policy of the distribution and utilization of the na-
tional income of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania
has always been in aceord with the fundamental interests of

. the people, it has correctly harmonized the general needs of

society with those of specific groups, the cur .
long-term needs. group rept needs with

The _esta-bhshm'ent and maintenance of the fairest pro-
portiohs in the division of the national income into accumu-
lation and consumption funds has been and still is a matter
_0§ pjﬁelalrtlcular 1~<:0_1‘1(:err1, as well as one of the essential principles
0 e people’s economy. Under the people’s stat
(starting frpm 1950) the national income Easpbeen divﬁiegoe‘zg;
year in this way: from 28 to about 35 per cent to the fund
f‘f accumulation and 65 to 74 per cent to the fund of consump-
ion.

The division of the national income inte accumulation
and- consumption funds is characterized by the gradual increase
of the norm of accumulation. This process has passed
tl}rough several stages, in conformity with the general condi-
tions, the possibilities and the.needs of the country. '

Utilization of the national income .
‘in perecentage

1951-1955 | 1956-1960 f 1981-1963 I 1966-1970 | 1971-1275

Utilized national

income 1000 100.0 100.0 1000 . 100,0
1. Consumption T4.4 73.0 712 68.1 64
2. Accumulation 25.6 270 288 3390 36

It should be mentioned that during the 5th Five-year Plan
(1 971-1975) the productive accumulatio%l funds allocaged to the
priority development of the branches of material production,
made up the preponderant part in the division of the total
fund of aceumulation. S S

The. increase of the fund of accumulation has been dicté—
ted by the necessity to make large fundamental investments
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rectly linked with the fulfilment of the ever growing need

of the working masses of town and countryside. -
The increase in the national income is accompanied by 3

the increase in the fund of consumption, and the immediate
and future interests have been harmonized in the most judi-
cious way possible. ) .

The people’s state power ‘has foliowed a wise policy as
_ regards the increase in the fund of consumption, making it =

in industry, agriculture and communications, to develop and E B
deepen the technieal scientific revolution, to achieve the so--§
cialist transfarmation of agriculture, to carry out the program 7
for the electrification of the country in a very short time, to jj
improve the working and living conditions of the' working
people, to promote the ideological and cultural revolution, ete. '}
All this required major material and financial resourceés which
could be ensured only by increasing the fund of accumulation, 3

At the same time it should be pointed out that the effect
of the increase in the norm of accumulation on raising the 3
standard of living of the people will be even more marked in 3
the future, because the increased accumulation and the deve- "%
lopment of production in the People’s Socialist Republic of §
Albania do not constitute an aim in themselves, but are di- 3

contribute to the continuous and general raising of the people’s

standard of living, according to the possibilities and - condi-
tions of the country. The fund of consumption has increased
more rapidly than the population. In the past decades the
fund of consumption has increased about 4.2 fold and the
population only 1.7 fold.
the rate of growth of the fund of consumption was two to
three times greater than the rate of growth of the population.

The policy of the people’s state power as regards the im-

provement of the well-being of the people, and linked with.-
- this, the policy on the utilization of the fund of consumption, -

have been baszed on the continuous increase in the number of
workers in all the sectors of economic and social activity; the

. institution, implementation and perfecting of a just system of

remuneration; the steady reduction of prices and the adop-
tion of a series of other measures precisely to raise the living
standards of the masses. _

Parallel with individual consumption,- social consumption
has also increased at high rates. From 1961 to 1870, while
the total fund of consumption increased by 60 per cent, the

During the 5th Five-ycar Plan.

L
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fund of individual consumption increased by 56 per cent and
that of social consumption by 98 per cent.

Uiilization of the fund of consumption

The year | 1950-556 |  1956-60 | 1961-65 | 1966-T0

- Total consumption 100.0 100.0 100.0 1040
Individual eonsumption R8.7 B8.7 841 88.1
Social consurmnpiion 113 113 169 119

In the 5th Five-year Plan, 64 per cent of the national
income went to the Tund of consumption and the growth rate
of this fund was higher than the rate of the increase of the
population. '

In 1980, as against 1975, the fund of social consumption
had increased by 18 per cent while the increase of the norm of
accumulation was kept at an average of 30 per cent in all
five years of the 6th Five-year Plan. In the 7th Five-year
Plan (1981-1985) total social output will increase by 34-36 per
cent, the national income will increase by 35-37 per cent, and -
the real per capita income by 8-10 per cent. :

Social consumption contains in itself the embryo of com-
munist distribution, because the material blessings and servi-
ces are provided for all the working masses free of charge.
The increase of the fund of consumption offers the possibility
of raising the wellbeing of the people and enhancing the spi-
rit of collectivism in the fulfilment of needs, on the basis of
sound ideo-political principles. The free education, free me-
dical service for the entire population, including the peasan-
try, pensions in town and countryside, other subsidies at the
level of social insurance for temporary incapacity to work,
paid maternity leave, school bursaries, holidays in rest homes,

" ete. come within this context.

The rapid growth of the fund of consumption has resul-
ted in a further rise, not only in the material wellbeing of
the people, but also in the standard of living and level of
culture of the masses.

The rapid expansion of the productive forces, the per-
fecting of the relations of production, the ceaseless improve-
ment in the wellbeing of the working masses of town and
countryside, require a higher norm of acecumulation in the
future too, and linked with this, the rapid development of so-
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cial production, first of all of the production of means of ‘P
preduction. At the same time, the continuous and general rai-
sing of the wellbeing of the people and the gradual application §
of the line aimed af reducing the differences in income and 3
living standards between town and countryside as well as -3
within the town and the countryside themselves, has been a ¥
point of special concern in the distribution, redistribution and W
utilization of the national income. _ '

The 6th Congress of the PLA issued the directive that,
in the utilisation of the fund consumption in the future,
priority should be given to improving the living standards in
rural areas while not reducing, but rising, the level of well~
being in the cities and without compromising the development
of the lowland areas or the living standards of the people
there; priority should also be given to the development. and
improvement of the living conditions of the villages of the
mountainous zones, _ : '

In applying this directive of the 6th Congress of the PLA,
the Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania and
the Council of Ministers of the People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania issued their decision on April Ist, 1976 «On the re-
duction of high salaries, on some improvements in the pay =
system of working people and on the further narrowing of *
the differences between town and country.»

. The preamble to this historic decision points out, among
other things, that during more than three decades of socialist
construction Albania has realized deep-going revolutionary
transformations in every field of life. «The dictatorship of
the proletariat and ifs social basis, the main pillar of which -
is the-alliance of the working class and the cooperativist peas-
antry, have been further consolidated,» says ithe preamble.
The socialist economy has been developed and strengthened
unceasingly as a multi-branched, complex, stable, economy,
which is growing steadily stronger and to which the crigses or
any other ills, characteristic of the capitalist-revisionist econ-
omy are unknown. The defence of the Homeland and the
socialist victories have been further reinforced... The conti-
nuous increase in social production has led to the uninterrup-
ted raising of the general wellbeing and the cultural level of
the people, and the gradual reduction of the essential differ-
ences between country and town, mental and physical labour.

«In the unceasing process of the development and deepen- -

ing of the socialist revolution, the Party of Labour has always 3
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consisfehtly applied the line of'struggle against manifestations
and influences of bourgeois and revisionist ideology and lib-

‘eral attitudes towards them, the line.of class struggie against

liberalism, bureaucracy, technocratism and intellectualism. ..

«In the present stage of the struggle for the complete
construction of socialism, the perfecting and constant revolu-
tionization of socialist relations of distribution are of great
importance. .. The Party has followed the line of the gra-
dual narrowing of differences between the levels of income
and the ways of life of the working class and the cooperati-
vist peasantry and the different categories within those classes,
as well as between town and country. It ‘has always taken
care to maintain as fair a ratio as possible between the sala-
ries of the cadres and the incomes of the workers and coope-
rativists, not to allow marked differences in incomes, Whu:h
give rise to the birth of degenerate elements and privﬂeg_ed
strata and directly endanger the dictatorship of the proletariat
and the construction of socialism. At the same time, the Party
has always combated tendencies to petty-bourgeois equal-
itarianism in the field of remuneration, which is alien and
harmful to socialism.» :

It is beyond any doubt that the aepplication of the pay
system for workers and officials and the system of remune-
ration of the work of cooperativists, a system which has been
built and impreved from time to time, always on the basis
of the socialist law of distribution according to the work done,
has made possible the narrowing of the differences between
low and high wages, between dhe-incomes of officials, wor-
kers and cooperativists and the establishment of fairer pro-
portions between them. . ‘ )

It goes without saydng that quite the opposite occurs n
the capitalist and revisionist countries, where the pay system
is based on the enrichment of the minority  which oppresses
and exploits the majority. ) - ) )

To further develop the correct Marxist-Leninist line in
the field of distribution, it was decided:

A. To reduce the higher salaries and make cert'aiﬁ, impro-
vements in the system of wages and remuneration of the
working people. : -

This subject will be dealt with in another chapter of
this volume. '
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B. To reduce the essential differemces between town and 2

country.

The concrete measures taken in this direction need no
comment, We shall mention the essential elements of these

measures which the entire Albanian people and especially the 4

peasaniry, hailed with great enthusiasm.

1. The state will take upon itself, in the countryside too, E

expenditure for outpatient clinics,- mother and child consul-
tation cenires, maternity homes, kindergartens and nurseries,
the wages of the staffs of the houses of culture and health

institutions in the centres of enlarged cooperatives, investments 3

for the construction of schoals, kindergartens and nurseries in
the villages, as well as of houses of culture and health estab-
lishments - in. the centres of agriculiural cooperatives, the
maintenance costs of the internal power system in the villages
and the telephone network linking the district centres with
the centres of enlarged cooperatives. '

The peasantry will continue to contribute as much as
possible fo these projects through voluntary work and secu-
ring local materials. :

2. To raise the percentage of pensions of cooperativists,
equalising them with those of the city workers, to raise the
minimum pensions of cooperativists; to mect the expenditure
for maternity leave for women cooperativists from state so-
cial security funds, to unify the percentage of maternity paid
leave and childbirth benefits in town and countryside.

3. State investments will be increased in the hilly and
mountainous areas, for the construction of irrigation projects,
for the opening of secondary canals, and for the extension of
the existing irrigation network, to partially or totally cover
the values of the work day for the opening and systematisa-
tion of new land and for the creation of new plantations of
fruit trees and vineyards, for the financing by the state, up
to 50 per cent of the value of the work days spent on the
heavy pruning of olive trees, for building retaining walls
round olive trees and planting olive saplings.

With the aim of increasing draught animals, the state will
help the cooperatives of the hilly and mountainous areas with
financial means for the purchase of these animals.

4, The price of nitrogenous fertilizers will be reduced by
9-15 per cent for the agricultural cooperatives of the hilly and
mountainous regions.
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5. The machine and tractor stations will defray all the
costs of the agricultural cooperatives for the transport and
storage of fuel and agricultural machinery. Invesiments for
the construction of sheds for the machine and tractor stations.
within the cooperatives will be financed by the state.

6. The agricultural cooperatives of the hilly and moun--
tainous areas will e exempted from paying interest on all.
the loans they havei received and will receive in the fut‘:.lre,
and the percentage of this interest for the other cooperatives.
will be reduced. _ ,

The premiums for state insurance of agricultural crops,
livestock and the other assets of the agricultural cooperatives.
will be reduced to such a level as to merely cover the costs.

It suffices {o say that all these measures and other dis-
positions to the benefit of the countryside cost the state
about 140 million leks, a sum greatly in-excess of the biggest
price cut decreed in our country in past years.

Finally, let us quote some extracts from the editorial of’

. «Zéri i1 popullit~ of April 2, 1976:

«The entire structure and superstructure of the capitalist--
revisionist world has been shaken to its foundations, it has
badly lost its equilibrium and is sliding relentlessly and irre- .
sistably towards disaster, making the situation of the working
masses more and more serious, _

«Dur reality knows only the road of development and
great achievements. Here, industrial and agricultural produc--
tion, the total social product and the national income, the
fund of accumwlation and that of consumption are in continuous
growth, Within the last five years total industrial production
in our country increased 51 per cent, and agricultural produc-
tion 30 per cent. The national income in 1974, as against that
of 1950, increased about 2.8 fold. It is precisely the general
upsurge of our economy that has made it possible to take the
measures envisaged in the decision of the Central Commitiee
of the PLA and the Council of Ministers of the PRA... In our
country his monthly pay ds not all the real income that the
working man receives from society, whoever he may be,
whether a cadre or a simple working man. There is also.a
whole fund which society outlays in favour of the individual
through other channels. Thus, in 1975, as against 1960, the
fund of consumption more than doubled, while that part of it
which is used to defray the costs of social and eultural mea-
sures, education, health. and social insurance, increased 2.7
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times over. For financing these expenditures, which go direc- ]

tly to the advantage of the people, the state spends one quar-

ter of its budget each year. On the average, each family be- :

nefits to the extent of about 4,000 leks per year from the state
expenditure on social and cultural measures. :

«In 1974 the mumber of people employed in the state
sector alone in our eountry had increased 2.5 times over 1960,

~and on this basis the incomes of every family have increased

and conti_nye to do so... Precisely because of this, the stan-
dard of living here knows only rises. The facts speak clearly:

In 1975, as eompared with 1970, the real income per head of

!;he popul@tion_ increased about 15 per cent. Quite the opposite
is _l;appenmg in the capitalist and revisionist countries where
living standards are falling confinually.

' ’I:hé state budget — an instrument for the distribu-
tion of tl_le national income

The socio-economic character of the budget of a given
state is determined by the form of ownership and the social
regime that prevails, In Albania the budget constitutes the
essential form of the planned creation and utilization of the

centralized fund of financial rescurces for the extension of --.
socialist production and the fulfilment of the growing needs
- of society. The state budget is made up of receipts which -
represent the monetary resources collected by the state, and
expenditure which corresponds ¢o the use of these resources.

for the needs of society.

In the capitalist countries, the budget is another weapon:
for. the. exploitation of the workers and the enrichment of the
capitalist monopolies, through the armaments race and the

- militarization of the economy. The budget income is derived

essentially from direct and indirect taxes imposed on the work-

ing people and is used for thie benefit of the exploiting clas--

ses. In the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, on the con-

trary, the budget is an essential instrument for the distribu-
tion of the national income to the benefit of the working

people, and is intimately linked with the whole national econ-
omy; it serves its planned development and the rational uti-
lization of financial resources in all branches of production.

Immediately after Liberation, the political-economic con-.
tent of the budget changed, both in its income and in its
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expenditure, and was adapted to the nature and character of
the new state power. The establishment of social ownership
of the means of production was accompanied by a transfor-
mation in the field of the distribution of the social product,
now carried out on a socialist basis; in other words, the
structure of the state budget was radically altered,

~ In 1947, with the establishment of the state economic
-enterprises run on the basis of balancing income against
expenditure, part of the sgcial product was channelled into

- -the state budget in two ways: the revenue from the turnover

tax and that from the tax on profits. This -enabled the state
to concentrate in its hands the funds necessary for the

~extended socialist reproduction, the fulfilment of socio-

cultural needs, and the defence of the country, while on
the other hand, it provided the monctary means to ensure
finance for the projects envisaged in the plan for the deve-
lopment of the economy and culture when required, regardless
of the results achieved by particular enterprises in the realisa-
tion of the production in given sectors. The system of two
channels ensures better harmonization of the general interests
of the state with the interests of the economic enterprises
and organizations run on the principle of balancing income
against expenditure. The total budget revenue of the state
has been constantly increasing.

Unlike in the capitalist couniries, the taxes payed by
the population in Albania represenied only a small part
of the budget revenue, and now these taxes have bheen

. completely abolished.

The budget income is destined, first of all to fultfil the
needs of extended socialist reproduction. This inecome is
used to finance the national economy in the form of invest-
ments, sums allocated to increase the funds in circulation
and to cover the losses envisaged in the activity of certain
enterprises. _

The sums allocated in the state budget for the develop-
ment of the people’s economy have increased from one five-
year plan to another. These sums are used for the develop-

"ment of heavy industry, the production of mass consumer

goods and agriculture. The budget of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania includes large investments for the con-
struction of various new projects and establishments, plants,
mines, factories, power stations, state farms, schools, hospitals,
sanatoriums, ete. . '
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The budgetary system in the People’s Socialist Republic

of Albania ensures the territorial disiribution of the national

. income and the financial means indispensable for the har-

L monious developmeni of the economy and culture in ali %

b districts of the country, To this end the budgei allccaies - 3

considerable sums to the development of all the branches

of the economy, while maintaining fair and harmonious

proportions in the distribution of its funds among the districts.

These tasks are partially realized alsa, through the investment
funds of the budgets of the districl people's councils.

However, it should be mentioned that the local resources
do not cover even the requirements for the sectors of
education and public health in the budgets of the distriet
pecple’s councils. This being the case, the bulk of the invest-
ments necessary for the development of the local economy are
provided by the state budget.

The re-distribution of a part of the national income to
meet the needs of the social order is also brought about by
means of the budget, _

In the socialist regime, the wages of the working people .
are the main fund for the fulfilment of their material and = "
cultural needs. On the other hand, however, by means of the
budget, the state provides the working masses with different
services and benefits which have a direct influence on raising

Albania — the first country in the world
without taxes C

The tax system was abolished in Albania vn November 6,
1969. In other wonds, the last remnants of the system of taxes
and levies on the working masses of town and countryside
were swept away once and for all. The development of the
socialist economy and the extension of socialist relations of
production automatically brought about the abolition of some
taxes as a consequence of the elimination of the basis for
them. On the other hand, the taxes levied on the incomes of
urban and rural working people were gradually rescinded
until they were completely abolished. Thus the incomes of
the people are exempt from any deductions and Albania has
become ihe first country in the world where the population
pays no taxes or levies whatsoever. 5
Taxes appeared in history at the same time as the divi-
"sion of society into antagonistic classes and the creation of
states. AH states, whatever their social system, always have
a tax system appropriate to them. :
The bourgeois state uses taxes to exercise its function
of oppression and coercion. In that economic and social sys=-
tem, the taxes imposed on the population, and first of all

i

their material and cultural standard of living. * on the working masses, are the main source of income of

A large part of the budget funds is spent on the develop- the stfate_ budge!:, awithout which the very existence of the
ment of science, education, public health, physical culture - state is 'mconcelvable‘ _ o Ctalist nbries
and sports, pensions and all kinds of social security benefits. | . During the 20th century, taxes in the Cfépl }Sl (;'(;gour@eé
These funds constitute an important factor in the continuous ' where they make up 30 per cent of the manc{lia t.d tos
rise in the standard of living of the population. . of those states, have been increasing at unpreceden ef rf':l .

All the credits allocated by the state budget to different : In the five decades (1917-1967), the total amount »::3 'td}t(ﬁ:
social-cultural sectors, school bursaries, different kinds of as- collected, calculated at 1913 price levels, 1}11ad éncreas Fu:iera]
sistance granted through social insurance, family allowances, ' UmtedIS'tates of America 22 jold, in the 5 ?rrlgaq Fer eral |
the care for children in créches and kindergartens as well as ?efpﬁ’h:ngiz s?ﬁﬁ in Italy and Great Britain 7 foid, In

] . . . . + : o ' 0 - . . |
fll'll; }Jﬁgr}g;lllsfné‘:;l‘fesslﬁf%il??:rg}lffgr;bez:ﬁjlreCﬂy o Increas o In the capitalist countries the whole burden of laxes

li The state budget of the People’s Sccialist Republic of ' weighs on the backs of the working masses and is becoming

Albania is characterized hy the fact that income is always in
excess of expenditure. This is the basic factor which contri-
butes to ‘the strengthening of the monefary system of the
country.

veavier and heavier resulting in reduction of the .work_elrs’
standard of living. Taxes imposed on the working . families
o of the United States and West Germany represent more
' than 30 per cent of their incomes, while in France and
- Creat Brifain more than 25 per cent.

- Taxes in the capitalist countries are an int(-;gra.rl p;lrt
of the system of capitalist exploitation and the re-distribution
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of incomes in favour of the bourgeoisie. It is no secret that
most of the colossal sums squeezed from- the people in the
form of taxes are allocated by the governments to military
orders which are extremely profitable to the big monopolies.

In the years following Liberation the tax system was re-
tained in Albania as this was indispensable, but iis character
was the opposite of that of the past. ,

At that period, the people’s state power used graduated
taxes - to gradually sirip the exploiting classes of economic
power and concentrate the principal means of production in
the hands of the socialist state.

Taxes have played an important role in the extension of
the basis of the socialist relations of production. In the coun-
tryside, where small-seale private economies predominated,
the tax policy was directed to setting the peasaniry on the
road to the socialist collectivization of agriculture. This policy
helped to eliminate the kulaks as a class by imposing increa-
sed taxes on them. On the other hand, it served to support
the extension of collectivization by exempting the newly
created cooperatives from payment of taxes and by the re-
duction of taxes and levies in general,

Despite the growth of agricultural production, the total -

amount of taxes remained unchanged in the period 1950-1968,
up till 1969 when it was reduced by one third as compared
with 1950, _ : :

Since it is the owner of the main means of production,
the Albanian state has ag its financial base the accumulation
created by the state economic enterprises and the cooperative
economies, . :

The gradual reduction and, finally, the abolition of taxes
imposed on the population, result from the extension of the
basis of the socialist relations of production and the develop-

-ment of the productive forces of the country. The share of

taxes in the total budget income was 92 per cent for ‘the
fiscal year 1945-1946, 12.6 per cent for 1950, 2.7 per cent for

. 1960, 0.1 per cent for 1969 and zero for 1970.

. Tax confribution to ihe budgei _
' {in millions of Ieks}

1950 | 1955 ! 1960 | 1985 | 1060

Total amount of (direct

snd indirect) taxes a7 . 104 75 T0 —_
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figures show that in the first years afier Libera-
tion %ﬁ:ﬁ t}§e. socialist state was not yet the owner of t_hsi
principal means of production, taxes constltut_ed its fl.nanclaf
base. However, immediately after the nationalizations o
1946-1947, the tax contribution diminished by nearly three
times, while later, with the development and strengthening
of the socialist economy, taxes weée reduced appreciably until
i , they were totally abolished. o
flnalI]Tyhe fh{ancia-l pol-i-:;,)rr of Albania shows that the socialist
regime creates objective possibilities for the a.bo_htmn of taxes
and the elimination of any deductions_, from‘ the incomes which
the working people of the country, including the cooperative

peasantry, earn by their work.




Chapter two

:COMMERCE IN THE SERVICE OF THE PEOPLE

Socialist commerce

By its very nature, commerce in the People’s Socialist

‘Republic of Albania is fundamentally different from capi~

talist commerce. It is commerce without eapitalists or specu-
lators, Before Liberation Albanian internal and foreign trade
was the monopoly of a handful of rich merchants who specu-
lated without control at the expense of the working masses;
The products of agriculture and livestock farming, the main

-commodities traded, were monopolised by some 200 big mer-
chants who had concentrated all wholesale trade in their <9

hands; about 50 of them had direct links with foreign mar-

kets from which they imported almost all industrial products. "
'They fixed the wholesale prices at which they bought

agricultural products at very low levels, but charged the

-consumer prices many times higher. In their activity, they

were not impelled by concern to fulfil the needs of the people
but solely by the desire to add to their capital. Maximum

profits being their sole purpose, the capitalist merchants pa-

ralyzed the material and technical development of commerce.

‘Commercial activities were confined, for the most part, to ]
the main towns. There were only a few stores in the country- N
.side, and nene at all in the remote mountainous regions, g0 -

that the peasants had to walk for days to reach a town where -
they could get salt, kerosene or a pair. of shoes. _

After Liberation, the establishment of common ownership )
of the means of production was necessarily accompanied by :;

-corresponding transformations in the mode of distribution of “

COMMERCE TN THE SERVICE OF THE PEOPLE 331

material goods. The goods turned out by the socialist enter-
prises were not o be sold by the private merchants. This is
how the socialist trade network was born. The means it
uses are socialist property. _ '
Commerce was placed in the service of the people and
it develops in conformity with the fundamental economie
law of socialism on the ever better fulfilment of the constantly
growing needs of society. Through the function of redistribu-
tion by means of the trade network, the bulk of the gonods
produced by society are distributed to the consumers accord-
ing to the quantity and quality of the work they have done.
Hence, commerce in Albania is the principal form of the dig-
tribution of consumer goods among the members of society,

-the principal form of the satisfaction of the growing personal

néeds of the working people. )

Profit is not the -objective of Albanian commerce; its
purpose is to ensure continuous supplies of various goods for
the population and to serve the people in the best possible
way. . :

The strengthening and development of socialist trade are
based essentially on socialist production, but trade itself is
an indispensable condition for the development of production.
The trade network, being in direct daily contact with the
consumers and acting as a link between them and production,
struggles to raise the living standards of the people and to
fulfil their material and cultural needs; in other words, it
serves as a catalyst and stimulant for the expansion of
production. : - :

Commerce links production with large-scale consumption.
In capitalist society this connection is achieved through free
competition; while in Albania, thanks to the law of the
planned development, commerce is in a position o co-ordi-
nate production with consumption in a planned way.

Commerce in Albania is based partly on the continuous
expangion of the demands and purchasing power of the mas-
ses. The planned development of socialist production, the

_increase of the real incomes of the working people and the

continual reductions in prices result in the growth in the
demand for goods, These factors ensure a proper distribufion
of the goods available so that Albanian commerce Enows no
crises or difficulties from lack of sales.

k22 — 117 A




338 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

COMMERCE IN THE SERVICE OF THE PEOFLE 339

The development of commerce

~ Internal trade in the People’s Socialist i -
nia is in the hands of the stal::e. It has devﬁgggglflocfgﬁﬂiﬁh
industrial and agricultural production. The turnover of goods
in 1979 was 10.4 times greater than in 1950. The network of
socialist trade which extends all over the couniry was in
1979 6.8 times greater than in 1950, Every village has its

store or shopping, centre, each with two or three sectors,

The irade network has undergone an unprecedented develop-

ment, especially in the 60’s. In three years during the 4th

g‘;vig;;r J?_I&ﬁll 1,00}2 sihops were built in the countryside.

as those built in the | i ive- ’

e e two previous five-year plans

The state trade enterprises regularly distri

ade ent y distribute the goods

pro.duc?zd;by socialist industry and the handicraft cooperagtives

as ‘well as the daily ‘necessities from the state agricultural
sectqlr, ?Ed the spe?al wholesale purchase organizations.

n the years of the people’s state power, along with the
extension of the trade network and the material angl technical
baze,'thetstructure of the network of shops has been improved
and great progress has been achieved in its 31 ' ~
mzat;::m and specialization, " I 1t extenzion, moder

great effort has been made io extend and improve th

= » - - ’ 3 LR Kl e
provision of social eating facilities, The buffets ar(gJ already
glving way to restaurants,  grill-reoms, numercus kinds of
canteens open In the mornings or at meal times, to dining
rg;;)ms, Shpp_s 'selllmg'pre—r:ﬂoked dishes etfe., which are a con-
siderable aid to feeding the working class and all the working
people and. ilgpten the burden of domestic work. There one
finds a satlsfy:l'ng variety of meals and high qt.taditjr service,
_ The technical equipment provided for the network of
shops, restaurants, etc. has extended unprecedently. A net-
work of cool-stores and freezers enables food products to be
ﬁ(&resi Ij;;id us:;ted in;.:er_' longer periods, helps assure uninterrup-

: ies for the consumers and rai ' lity ‘
oS ot Ih, Ts and raises the quality of the
‘The retail goods turnover, oo, has increas: i
| ‘ urn 2 _, _ reased rapidly,
a;long with the_ growth of industrial and agricultufa]"prgdug—

tion and the rise in the well-being of the people.
o The products destined for the market and their structure
ave also altered from year %0 year. Before Liberation, the

purchasing power of the working masses was low. In those
conditions, the volume and variety of goods purchased by
the people were very limited; they were reduced to a fow
essential products such as bread, salt, cloth, «opingas (leather
sandals), which could not satisfy even the mihimal needs for
existence.

Since Liberation, the range of articles on sale has
been greatly extended. Nowadays, besides the daily necessities,
the shops offer more and more cultural articles, furniture,
electrical appliances, radios, washing machines, refrigerators,
TV sets, school requisites, etc. The complete electrification of
the country took electric light to the most remote mountainous
regions and the torch and candle disappeared once and for
all, This progress, along with other factors inherent in the
struggle for the elimination of backward customs, for the
complete emancipation of women and the narrowing of dif-
ferences between city and countryside have resulted in radi-
cal changes in the structure of the circulation of goods in
the countryside, bringing it closer to that of the cities. =

As a result of the impetuous development of the econ-

. omy, Albania today fulfils its needs for industrial products
-and increases continuously its exports of a wide range of
~goods- to different couniries of the world.

_ Albania today realizes in less than one month double
the amount of exports carried out in 1938. About 70 per
cent of the Albanian exports consist of finished products,
against 46 per cent in 1960 and only 13 per cent in 1938.
Albania exports minerals and oil by-products, biister
copper and cathodic copper, different kinds of copper wires
and cables, electric power, chemical products, handicrafts
articles, textiles and knitwear, construction materials, articles

of the wood-working industry, foodstuffs, fresh and preserved.

vegetables fruits, medicinal plants, etc.

The unified system of prices

Socialist Albania is one of the rare countries of the world
which has not been hit by the financial crisis or fluctuations
of prices. Without doubt this is a consequence of the economic
order which has established and consolidated a unified system
of prices on a national scale. The application of a policy of
unified prices over the entire conntry is a universal principle
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‘for the successful construction of socialism and communist
society; this policy excludes all fluctuations of prices, guaran-
tees stability and establishes socialist discipline in production

and distribution. Its characteristic feature is to promote the.

setting of prices in a conscious, organized, centralized -way,
and conforming to a plan. It is uniform over the entire
‘economy of the country, and this is an essential condition to
prevent the free play off prices and the {ransformation . of
the market and of its rclations into spontaneous regulators of
production as is the case in the capitalist and revisionist
-eountries. '

The origin of this policy goes back to the first days of
the establishment of the people’s state power, Along with
other revolutionary measures which were taken during that
period, important dispositions' were passed to preveni price
rises, to stabilize the markei, the money in circulation, etc.
These measures made possible the subsequent application
of a unified and centralized policy in fixing prices, a policy
guided by the predominant interests of the working masses
‘and the people’s economy.

Thanks to this policy, in the past three decades, 14

important general reductions in prices have been made in
Albania. As a result, the prices of certain mass consumer
goods were 8.1 per cent to 245 per cent lower in 1968
than in 1058. At the same time the purchase mprices
paid for compulsory deliveries of products are 6 to 6.5 times
higher today than those paid up till 1956.

As a result of the sharpening of the economic and finan-
cial crisis, in recent years prices of many products have risen
1o unprecedented levels in the capitalist countries. Conse-
quently, Albania has to pay prices 2, 3, 4 and more times
“higher for the machinery, raw materials and other products
it fmports from those countries. Nevertheless, the Albanian
economy has not experienced the fluctuation of prices accor-
ding to the spontaneous mechanism of the market. On the

contrary, the prices of the market have been kept perfectly

stable. _ .
On the basis of the complete stability of prices and the
continuous growth in the supply of commodities, the purchas-
ing power of the lek has increased. ' _

The main factor which contributes to the decline in pri-
ces in Albania is the rise in the productivity of labour. It
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is precisely this increase which determines the size of the
price reductions for different produets.
* In Albania,-the price of any particular commodity is not

always the expression in money of the value of the goods

on the market. It is not fixed on the basis of supply and
demand on the market. The price policy of the people’s
state power is determined by the interests of the bulk of
the working masses of the couniry and, first of all, if
concerns the products essential to the life of the working
masses of town and countryside. The enterprises do not have
the right io fix prices themselves. :

In =ocialist Albania, the calculation of prices in money
is not a simple technical calculation, a matter of accountancy,
but above all a social caleulation, which has as its aim the
interests of society, the development of production and the
improvement of the living conditions of the working masses.
Thus the prices paid by the state for bread grain purchased
from the mountain cooperatives (where the yields are lower),
are higher than those paid to the lowland cooperatives. This
allows the peasants of the mountainous regions fo increase
their incomes and gradually attain the standard of living
of the plains. Here is enother example: in order to encourage
the sale of locally made products, their prices are set lower
than .those of similar imported products.

Prices are used as a means to partly adjust the differen-
ces between various groups of the population.. That is why

the retail prices for children’s shoes, sandals and clothing -

are set in a way favourable to the parents of many children.
Likewise, advantageous prices have been fixed for work tools
and other implements destined for the countryside and
especially for the mountainous regions. The purpose of the
particular commodity is alse taken into consideration in
fixing prices. Preserving a proprotion, the prices of ‘uxury
goods are set somewhat higher and those of daily necesgities
lower. -

Thus, the application of a unified, centralized policy in
fixing prices is a universal law to be observed for the suc-

cessful construction of socialism, for the just distribution and .

redigtribution of the national income in the interests of the
development of the productive forces and raising the level
of the material and cultural life of the working masses. Such
a policy is an indispensable condition for strengthening the
alliance of the working class with the working peasantry, for
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establishing the fairest possible economic links between town
and countryside, and the gradual reduction of the differences
between the living standards of the urban population and the
working peasantry. The price policy followed by the people’s
state power has contributed to the planned and centralized
ereation of the necessary accumulation of limance.

The fixing of prices in a planned and centralized way is
a very important factor for the stabilization of the market
and the circulation of money, for increasing the purchasing
power -of the Albanian currency, for strengthening the domi-
nant positions of the socialist elements in the economy. On
the other hand, this practice preventis the emergence of
capitalist and revisionist elements..

The policy of fixing prices has been applied by the peo-
ple’s state power with the aim of consciously harmonizing
the general and long-term . interests with individual and
immediate interesis, of harmonizing the general and indi-
vidual needs, of creating and increasing the accumulation of
finance, of conlinuously increasing the
tion and raising the material and cultural level of the life of
the working masses.

The correct price policy applied in Albania has contri-
buted and will continue to coniribute to the development of
industrial and agricultural production and to the constant
improvement of the living standards of the working masses..

\.

ple’s consump-

~Chapter three

EVERYTHING FOR MAN

Work is the foundation on which society exists; it makes
men the master of the riches and inexhaustible forces of
nature. .

Unemployment has been abofished in Albania

Albanian emigrants can be found in many countries of
the world. Before the liberation of the counfry, they were
foreed to leave their homes to seek a livelihood in foreign
lands. Nearly 59 per ceni of the Albanian workers were
unemployed. Today, this long-standing social evil which
afflicts all the capitalist and revisionist countries without
exeeption, has been done away with forever .in Albania. The
disappearance of unemployment and the realization in prac-
tice -of the right to work result from the abolition of private
ownership of the means of production and the establishment
of social ownership of these means, from the liquidation of
the exploiting classes and the abolition of the exploitation
of man by man. '

The right to work is the most important social and
economic right which has been guaranteed to the Albanian
workers with the establishment of the people’s state power.
Article 44 of the Consiitution states: «In the People’s Soeia=-
list Republic of Albania citizens have the right to work,
which is guarantged by the state. Work is a duty and honour
for every ahle-bodied citizen. Citizens have the right to
choose and exercise their profession according to their capa-
city and personal inclination, and in accordance with the
needs of society.~ :
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This triumph is closely linked with [ .
T b the nature of
_soc1a}ils't system ifself, The working masses in Albania h;}\::
in their hands not only the political power, but also the
prmillzial means and instruments of production

1 persons who have reached the minimum & e envisaged
bir the labour legislation (15 years) are eligi?bgie dor fxi-
ployment. Any agreement to employ a person who has not

reavh - . . :
nuI;: aer?dt}:rz i?fe envisaged by the law is iliegal and considered

The labour legislation envisages a series of. restrictions

on the employement of juveniles in i
4 all kinds of work, which
}E;l;:lt%f a particulerly arduous nature and harmful to their
~ In this context, the labour legislation i
i s shows special -
cern for women workers. It is prohibited - to empl%y lwofr?;ln
1n‘h’eavy _work harmful to their health, such as in the mines
drilling oil 1;;\:-1'-31'153 on blast furnaces, digging wells and pits of?
greaté 'ttl'epth, diving operations, ete. '
. Lltizens enjoy the right to work in their own professio
Cit L)
gpeqlahj:y or the branch for which they are qualifiel'od w:ithloflli’:
istinction or diserimination, The state is greatly interested to
(celnsu‘re' tha!: people are employed at tasks in which their pro-
]ugt_w@y 1s greatest in quantity and quality. The labour
egislation also includes special dispositions which clearly
;::g;itf t1};e tr?}?sfer of cadres. These regulations are aimed
_ enting the irrational utilizati
un]_u;tifﬁable transfers, ete. lon- °f the labour force,
~ At the same time the labour legislation gi
2 gives the mana-
gement of the different enterprises or organizations the right
to allocate workers to other jobs when the needs and the
interests of production require it. Such a practise is permitted
not only when the interests of production demand it, but
. gggkewrgenh1t is cqn;:der?d necessary to find easier job’s for
: who are sick or for those w re il i
iy | se who are 1n§apable of doing
The socialist system creates the econom] iti
_ G lc conditions
necessary to make the rlggt to ‘work a reality, something

which does not happen in the capitalist countri i
knowq, the Albanian socialist ecoflc?my experiencfaes&nfiiheli
the crises nor the anarchy in preduction which bring about
the close-down of factories and enterprises and the dismissal
of_ hundreds of t'housands of workers in the capitalist coun-
tries. The Albanian economy develops in conformity with a
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plan, in a continuous and harmoniocus way, in conformity -
with the interests of the nation and the working masses.
Such a development not only opens up new jobs for all able-
bodied people, but also responds to the natural increase of
the population. In 1980 the socialist state sector and the
cooperativist sector of the economy employed over 1 milfion
people, or the equal mumber of the whole population of the
country in 1945, : o

The continuous rise in the productivity of labour which
is based on improved equipment and organization, of course
frees part of the labour force in certain enterprises but new
jobs are opened up for them in the new projects which the
people’s state power builds.

"The planning of the economy makes it possible to guaran-
tee work for all able-bodied eitizens in their own occupations,
New occupations are created along with the development,
extension and establishment of other branches of the econ-
omy. While the law on the classification of workers in
1947 envisaged 85 occupations, mostly manual, today the
new elassification tables inciude more than 3,000 occupations.
During the process of extended socialist reproduction a cor-
rect and harmonious proportion is established between the

owth .of the labour force and the needs of the economy
of the entire country, while taking account of the interests
of the development of the people’s economy in each separate
region of the couniry. '

The construction of socialism is also accompanied by the
elimination of the marked inequalily in development between

different regions of the country. This is of particular impor- -

tance for- ensuring full employmeént of the labour force in all
regions of the country. Each district of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania has its own state and cooperative econ-
omic enterprises, its own construction sites and cultural insti-

tutions.

‘The Albanian worker cannot be arbitrarily
dismissed

In the capitalist couniries the employer has.the power
to throw the worker out on the street, while in Albania this
is only a bitter memory. The illegal dismissal of a worker
iz considered a grave violation of the labour code. In such
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cases, the organs dealing with labour conflicts reinstate the
worker to his former position, and when there are particu-
larly grave violations of the labour code, they take disciplinary
‘or penal measures appropriate to the case against the guiity
person. -
The clear definition of cases in which the management
is entitled to dismiss a worker guarantees the stability of

relations of employment according to the law. Every worker

or employee knows that his right to work is protected by law
against any bureaucratic action.

: Under the law, the management of an enterprise or
organization can dismiss a worker or employee only when the
latter has the right to retirement, in other words, when he
has fulfilled both conditions required by law on social insu-
rance, length of service at work and the age of retirement.
A worker or employee can also be dismissed when he proves
unfit to discharge the task or function assigned to him,
especially when he lacks the required professional qualifica-
tions or the health, moral and political conditions.

According to the law, dismissal on grounds of incapability
can be carried out only when the non-realization of the objec-
tives of production or other tasks is the result of the objective
incapacity of the worker in normal working conditions. When
this stems from the fact that the management of the enter-
prise has not created the normal working conditions, the
worker cannot be dismissed. I should be mentioned that
the dismissed worker is guaranteed another job according
to his abilities.

In many cases the non-fulfilment of the tasks set can
be the result of the worker’s state of health. The manage-
ments of enbterprises very rarely dismiss workers on these
grounds, and when they do so it is with greai circumspection.
In such cases, they are obliged to find the dismissed worker
another job suitable to his state of health. If a worker,
even though sick, fulfils the tasks assigned to him, he can-
not be. dismissed. Those working in food-handling establish-
ments, kindergariens, prophylactic establishments, etc. in
which their illness might have consequences for the health
of the population, are an exception to this regulation.

Incapacity to work for health reasons can be declared

only by the competent medical organ, in conformity with

the regulations laid down on this question.
Many functions in the activity of the various enterprises,

43
o
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institutions or organs require perfect moral and political puri-
ty. For example, a teacher can be very highly qualified, but
he cannot educate the younger generation as he should, if
he is not morally -and politically sound, if, for instance he
steals, engages in morally condemnable activities, ete. At
first sight, it may seem that such conduct does not concern
his professional activities, but in fact such a teacher cannoi
satisfactorily fulfil the task of educating the youth and the
organ he belongs to has the right to dismiss him. Other
requirements of this kind have to be met for numerous
other functions. o

In such cases, the dismissal of the worker, aceording to
the Labour Code, is carried out when the latter does not
fulfil the necessary conditions for the proper accomplishment
of the task assigned to him.

The managements of the different employing establish-
ments or organs have the right to dismiss a worker or em-
ployee if he has been absent from work for six successive
months. However, they have not the right to do so if the
worker is absent intermittantly because of illness, even if
this period is longer than six months. Another stipulation

of the law ig that the dismissal cannot be catried ocut if the .

worker continues to be ill, and in no way after he has
recovered and resumed his work. Another exception to this
rule is a further concession made to mothers after child-
birth. Under the law, a woman worker cannof be dismissed
for failing to go to work until she has used her maternity
leave, another three months’ unpaid leave, plus another six
months stipulated by Article 65 of the Labour Code.

It should be said that in such cases, the managements

have the right but not the obligation to dismiss ‘the sick
worker or employee. This means that they can keep his
job open during the whole period of his illness if this does
not hinder the normal functioning of the enterprise. The
organs charged with adjudicating in disputes of this kind
always refer to the provisions of the law and carefully ana-
lyse whether the absence {rom work of the person concerned
influences the functioning of the enterprise, institution or
organ. In practice this provision is very rarely applied.
The rigorous definition of the cases when the manage-
ment has the right to dismiss workers, excludes all arbitrary
action in this field and guarantees the workers’ employement.
On the other hand, if the management of the-enterprise dis-
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misses a worker according to the law, it is obliged to find
him another appropriate job. ‘

_ It is very rare in Albania for an enterprise or organi-
zation fo close its activilies or make major reductions in
staff. In such cases the management has the right to -dis-
miss the worker on its own initiative, but it has te find him
another job in the same establishment or somewhere else,
The same occurs when a reorganization of the enterprise or
organism is carried out. In this case, the management is
authorized to dismiss the workers whose jobs have been eli-
minated but it has the right to transfer thém to the new

ex_‘aterprise or organization created as a result of the reorga-
hisation.

Working hours

In Albania work is not a heavy burden as it was in the
past. Under the anti-popular regimes the Albanian worker
toiled 12 hours a day and in certain enterprises, such as
th'ose. of Kucova and Selenica, 14 to 18 hours a day., Those
working in cafés, restaurants, bakeries, ete. far from having

fixed working hours did noi have even one day off . per
week,

After Liberation, the right o a fixed working day with |

reduced hours was sanctioned by law.

The labour legidation fixes the working. day at 8
hours and 7 hours without reduction in pay for night shift
work; for juvenile workers and certain categories of workers
employed underground or in particularly arduous work harm-
ful to the health, as well as those engaged in certain kinds
of intellectual work (education, the public health service,
tetc.) the working day is reduced to 5 hours without reduction
in pay. . '

Workers pursuing their secondary school studies part-
time in evening schools work 45 hours a week; those at-
tending evening classes in higher studies work 7 hours a day
while those preparing to take a doctorate while continuing
on their jobs work only 6 hours a day. A nursing mother
is entitled to be absent from work for half -an hour each

_three or four hours to feed her baby until it reaches the age
of 9 months. In all these cases, despite the reduced working
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hours, the workers receive full pay corresponding to an
eight hour working day.

The labour legislation of the P.S.R. of Albania envisages
that in special cases, the workers by their own consent may
work overtime hours, especially to meet the urgent needs
of the enterprise or production. In order to protect the heglth
of the workers, the law sets a limit of 180 hours of overtime
work per -year. : _ _

The legal sanctioning of fixed working hours is aimed,
on the one hand, at ensuring that the indispensable social

work is done and, on the other hand, at guaranteeing the

workers protection at work as well as the necessary conditions
for a more active participation in the political, cultural and
social life. '

Paid holidays for the workers and their families

Along with the right to work, the state guarantees the
workers the right to rest. All workers and employees are
entitled to days of rest on civil holidays such as the Pro-
clamation of Independence (28 November, 1912), the Procla-
mation of the Republic (January 11, 1948), May Day, the Day
of the Liberation of the Homeland (November 29, 1944) and
New Year’s Day. .

The workers are also entitled to annual leave of 12 work-
ing days while juvenile workers, under 16 years of age, are
entitled to 24 days annual leave. The workers employed on
more than 70 different particularly hazardous jobs, such as
miners, steel workers, tannery workers, workers in the to-
bacco, oil, cement, glass, brick and printing industries. as
weall as those of the public health service working in esta-
blishments for the treatment of infectious or mental diseases,
public education, culture and science, ete. are entitled to
longer annual holidays ranging from 6 to 38 supplementary
-days. .

need to stay for longer periods in the health resorts, sanato—_
riums, thermal spas, etc. Such aid is granted to- people suf-
fering from tuberculosis, mental disorders, rheumatism or

renal diseases,
The worker or employee ig entitled to his full leave even

The social insurance law envisages aid for people who '

-
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when he is transferred from one enterprise or imstitution tfo
another, : ) '

The Albanian workers enjoy the best of conditions to
spend the holidays in an active and cultured way., Our couniry
abounds in beauty spots. Amidst some of these beautiful
landscapes the siate has set up sanatoriums, holiday and
tourist resorts and young pioneers’ camps, where the workers
and their children can pass their holidays. :

The ‘number of such resorts, unheard of before Libera-

tion, has increased from year to year. It should be pointed

out that the number of people enjoying these facilities has
also increased in similar proportions and other rest homes
have been built since then.

Each year, thousands of workers, children and retired
people pass their annual holidays in the holiday hostels
administered by the Trade Unions. For their stay in these
places (15 or 25 days depending on the nature of their jobs)
the workers pay only one third of the real cost. The remainder
is covered by the state. To put this another way, the total
sum the worker pays for his holiday is equal to one sixth
of his monthly pay (annual holidays are on full pay).

The holiday hostels in Albania are not simply rest homes,
but. also centres of education and recreation where numerous
cultural, sporting and sight-seeing activities are organized.
Health clinics attached to each holiday hostel keep the health
of adults and children under supervison.

Children may pass their holidays in the young pioneeyrs’
camps. Besides this, under the care of the state and the mass
organizations, the different enterprises, the agricultural coo-
peratives, the schools and city guarters, daily holiday centres
for children have been set up in appropriate places in town
and countryside, where the children can have their lunch and
enjoy playground facilities.

Hotels, villas and bungalows have been put at the disposal
of .the workers in all the health resorts of the country. All
workers, even the least qualified, can pass their holidays,
alone or with their families, in these centres, which inciude
the numercus hotels of the Durrés beach.

Cultural centres, houses of culiure and different clubs,
libraries, lecture-halls, cinemas, etc. are at the disposal of
the workers in their leisure time, Mass participation iz a
distinctive feature of the workers’ amateur artistic movement
in Albania which includes all genres of art. Song festivals,
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drama festivals, efc. are organized in all districts of the coun-

trv and on a national scale, ]
i The Trade Unions are particularly interested in the phy-
sical education of the masses and organize mass sporting and

physical culture activities. The Trade Unions have established

tourist resorts in the most beautiful spots of the country
which attract thousands of working people from the cities
in all seasons. The right to work and paid holidays is a great
victory which the working class has achieved thanks to the
astablishment of the people’s siate power.

Labour protection

Before Liberation there was no labour protection legisia=-
tion in Albania. Accidents were especially frequent and grave
in the mines. Many workers were afflicted by tuberculosis
or rheumatism only after a short period of employment.

' A similar situation exists today in the capitalist coun-
tries. There the worker is considered a mechanism, an appen-
dage to the machines, «a living automatonr, The speed-up and

intensification of work transforms the workers into slaves

of the miachines. Instead of improving the workers’ working
and living conditions the mechanization of industry has made
them worse. : -~

On the contrary, in the People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania, labour protection, safeguarding the hf-fe and._ hgalth-
of the workers, constitutes one of the . essential -prmmple;s
which regulates the socialist organization of labour and is
an integral part of the economic . plans qf_ the state. The prin-
ciple is to-improve the working conditions, to "preve_nt ac-
cidents and occupational diseases. Our state [pro‘wdes the dif-
ferent enterprises or organizations ‘with special funds for
labour protection measures. All breaches of the safety regu-
lations on the part of those who have been charged with the
task of ensuring their application are punishable by_ _law.
The right to work, the Labour Code and ’other provisions,
make it the duty of management to orgaruze production in
such a way as to avoid damage to the health of the u{orkers.

The rapid industrialization of the country 1is carried out
according to up-to-date scientifie methods. a'nd technology.
and consequently, all the factories, installations, est.abhsh—
ments and other projects already constructed or in the

s e e 1
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course of construction are provided with all the ‘necessary
equipment for safety at work and labour protection. As
- regards accidenis at work, the situation in Albania is much
better than that of many other countries of Europe, and
thanks to the measures taken, occupational diseases do not
constitute any problem. )

Regardless of this progress, with the aim of guaranteeing
the appropriate technical and hygienic conditions, the La-
bour Code stipulates the following provisions:

Enterprises eannot build, bring into service, or alter their
premises without the authorization of the State Health In-
spectorate, the Labour Inspectorate and the Trade Unions.

The production, sale and commissioning of new machinery

and equipment are not authorized if they are not provided
with safety devices, do not satisfy the requirements of safety
at work or are hazardous to the health of the workers,
The managements of enterprises are obliged to take mea-
sures to create good technical and hygienic conditions in their
establishments. Thus, they have to take care to eliminate
dust and toxic gases, to instal an appropriate ventilation
system and to ensure normal temperature and lighting.
Tens of thousands of workers engaged in particuarly
diificult processes, harmful to their health and causing heavy

wear and tear of clothing, receive free working clothes and -

soap. Thus, workers in the oil industry and the mines, receive
issues of special clothing two or three times a year,

Those working in an_atmosphere polluted by harmful
gases or vapours receive half a litre of milk daily, Those
working in very high temperatures are provided with aerated
water containing salt, _ .

State organs with wide powers to inspect health and
hygiene and safety conditions on the job have been set up
to ensure that the provisions on labour protection, salety
at work and the health and hygiene regulations are applied.
On the other hand, the workers themselves, the mass organi-
zations and the trade umions in particular, have the right
and the duty to exercise control over .the application of the
labour protection regulations and to demand that the persons
Eharged with this task, strictly adhere to the standards laid
down.

The protection of Labour in the People’s Socialist Repub-
lic of Albania is characterized by a series of measures taken
to make work as light as possible and with the least danger
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* for the workers. The most important means used to achieve

this objeciive are the mechanization and automation of

production.
Remuneration according to work done _
In the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania the princi-

ple of equal pay for equal work is fully applied for all
workers without distinction. This principle is embodied in

. Article 30 of the Constitution of the Republic: «In the
- People’s Socialist Republic of Albania the socialist principle
- ’from each according to his ability, to each according te his

work’ is implemented.

The effect of fhe correct application of the principle of
remuneration in proportion to the quality and quantity of
work done is to interest the workers in increasing production
and improving its quality, in increasing the productivity of
labour and reducing its cost, which are the determining
factors for the continuous rise in the standard of living of
the working masses, . '

The law of remuneration according to work done is
applied mainly through the pay system, In Albania wages
and salaries are the monetary expression of the part of the
social product disiributed to the workers and employees by
the state, in conformity with the law of remuneration ac-
cording to the quantity and quality of work done, for the
satisfaction of their material and cultural needs.

In conformity with the requirements of the fundamental
economic law of socialism and the law of distribution accord-
ing to the quantity and gquality of work done, the Albanian
state determines the total wages fund and the different pay
levels of all categoriés of workers in the different branches

of the economy, in a planned way. The size of this fund

for each given period depends on the level achieved in the
development of the productive forces and the productivity
of social labour. With the increase of the productivity of
labour, both the part of total production destined for the

expansion of production and the part destined for consumpt- -

ion inerease. Thus the level of pay goes up in the same
measure as the productivity of labour rises. The inecrease in
the productivity of labour must always be greater than the
rise .in pay. This is the only way 1o - achieve an increase

23~ 11 A




me _ T PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

in production sufficient to ensure the systematic increase
of that part of social production allocated to the satisfaction
of the needs of the working masses. B

., The pay system has been built in such a way as fo
_correspond as exactly as possible to the guantity and guality

of the work done by each worker. The methed of caleulating

the pay of workers and employees for the different kinds of
work is left to the competence of -the government, which
talkes account not only of the quantity and quality of the
work done, but also of the kind, the category and the
degree of difficulty of each job, as well as of the level
of qualification it calls for. The level of qualification and
education of the workers, their active contribution to raising

the productivity of labour and their participation in increasing’
produciion are likewise taken into account in elaborating the

pay system. .

The labour legislation envisages special ireatment for
- juveniles under 16 years of age. Besides the pay they earn
for the work they do, they are entitled to a supplement
equivalent to two working hours.

When the worker or the employee iz detached from his

place of work for any justifiable reason for a given period,
he continues to be paid by the enterprise or organization
in which he is normally employed. Thiz right is invoked
when he takes part in the meetings of the People’s Assembly
or the people’s council as a representative of the people,
when he exercises the function of an assistant . judge, when
he is called as a witness or expert by a law court or by the
organs of justice and when he is a delegate fo a congress,
conference or plenum. In case -the worker or the employee
ig left without work as a result of the interruption of pro-
duction, of which he is not the cause, the enterprise, institu-
tion or organization that employs him, is obliged to pay him
half the usual pay if it does not find him another job ac-
cording to the provisions in force, _

Those sent on service away from their normal places of
residence have the right to be reimbursed for this travel
expenditure, They also receive another daily allowance to
cover board lodging and other costs. In case a worker is
unjustly left without employment as a. result of a breach of
contract on the part of the enterprise or organization to
which he is attached, he is entitled to remuneration which
must not exceed his normal meonthly pay. :
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_The salary, remuneration or any other form of allowance
which the worker or the employee receives from the enter-
prise or organization where he is employed is the fruit of the
work he has done to accomplish the task to which he has been
assigned and is not subject to any deductions. '

~ The aim of the labour legislation of the P.8.R. of Albania,
through the standards which it preseribes setting the payscale
for the worker or the employee, is to effectively guarantee
the just remuneration of all workers on the one hand, and
on the other hand, to combat in an organized way the petty-,
bourgeois tendencies to take the maximum from society and
contribute the minimum, to combat laziness, hankering after
an easy life, and all kinds of formalism and official rigidity
in social relations, which hinder the progress of society.

. In recent years, many urban and rural enterprises have
applied collective production norms. This form represents a
more advanced stage in the socialist organization of work,
because it develops the collective spirit, enhances the role
of the masses in the solution of the organizational, technical
and economic problems of production and coniributes to the
re\{olutionization' of the consciousness of the workers, ete.
This form of remuneration favours closer cooperation among
the workers, links the individual interest more correctly with

“the collective interest,

All workers are interested in the growth of .production
on both the enterprise and the national scale. To the extent
that the sociael wealth increnses, the well-being of the working
people improves through higher pay and lower prices.

For a more correct ratio between high and
average salaries ' -

The establishment of a correct ratio between the salaries
of the working peopie, without absolutely levelling them,
is of great importance and a condition for the establishment
of correct relations between the workers and the leading
cadres. Great inequalities in pay cut the leading cadres and
the intelligentsia off from the masses, encourage office work

" and foster contempt for work in production, revive tendencies

to seek personal ease, to put personal interests above the

-general interest, and create a favourable terrain for bour- .
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geois and revisionist degeneration. That is why the pay system
has been Teviewed, completed and improved six times in
the period 1947-1967. Consequently a system which exists in
no other country without great differentials between high
and average salaries has been established in Albania.

However, uniil recent years certain anomalies which
were mainly the result of historical circumstances, still remai-
ned in this field.

In order io eliminate these anomalies, a series of measures
have been taken o improve the ratic between salaries, by
further reducing the differences between high and low sala-
ries and by improving the socialist relations of distribution.
To this end, the road of reducing the salaries of the top
functionaries, beginning from the leaders of the Party and
the state was adopted. At the same time, the low salaries

for certain categories of workers and the lowest pensions

were raised, the maximum level of pensions was set, etc.

The new pay system which came into force in September
1, 1967, was relieved of ceriain excesses in incentive payments.
The funds saved by the elimination of incentive paymenis
were completely redistributed with the aim of adjusting
the salaries of workers of certain branches of the economy
and generally speaking, of those branches in which the incen-
tive payments were eliminated. Along with these measures
reducing pay differentials and the abolition of taxes, the
differences in pay according to the various degress of quali-
fication and categories of work were also reduced, the pay
ratio between the different categories of workers was im-
proved and the wages at the lower end of the payscales In
different branches of the economy were raised. As a result
of these measures, the lower wages in Albania were increased
8 per cent, while in certain branches of the economy, this
figure was 20 per cent. Thus the ratio between the lowest
and highest pay ranged from 1: 2.5 to 1:3. The ratio hetween
the wages of workers of the former and the latier categories
varied for workers of different branches from 1:1.55. Like-
wise, the ratio between the pay. of the workers and that of the
technicdl amd engineering staff varied, in different branches of
the egonomy, from 1:1.7 ahd in some cases from 1:1.86.

The pay system in Albania is a powerful factor which
stimulates social production and increases -productivity of
labour, which encourages the workers to constantly raise
their level of technical-professional qualification.

SR
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In elaborating and applying the pay system in Albania,
the close connections between the political, economic, tech~
nical, organizational and socizl factors which impel :%nd
directly influence the planned distribution, the organization
of wark, its productive potential, the development of the
productive forces, as well as the orientations on raising the

. well-being of the people and the extent to which this is

affected, have always been taken into consideration. This
system is founded on the Marxist-Leninist principles and
responds to the requirements of the objective economic law

of distribution according to work done..

The people’s state power does not proceed from egali-
tarian tendencies in dealing with the problem of the liquida~
tion of anomalies in the pay system. In the first place the -
different rates of pay permit an accepiable differentiation
between the pay for an arduous job and that for an easy
job. Likewise, work in difficult conditions, (underground, in
wet places or high-temperatures, ete.) is better paid than work
in .more or less normal conditions. Particular care is faken
to have a fair differentiation in pay for work of greater
responsibility and requiring a higher level of qualification.
Thus a job which calls for a higher level of quial}f.lcatlon,
which is particularly complex, entails great responsibility gna
demands a great concentration of the intellectual capacities,

-is better paid than a simple job requiring lower qualifications.

At the same time, in drawing up and applying the salary
scales, the practice has been followed that, in general, _3obs
in the most important branches and sectors of the national
economy are better pald than those in the other sectors and
branches of the economy. Parallel ‘with this, the pay system
in Albania is guided by the principle ‘that the }'aisir_lg of
the well-being of each member of the socialist society is the -
result of the rise in the general well-being and is totally
dependent on. it. , :

So, without falling into the equalization of salaries, great
differences were eliminated and the socialist law of remu-
neration according to work done is applied. ; _

The real wages of the workers in the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania have been increasing as a result of the
successive reductions of prices, the abolition of taxes, the
liquidation of unemployment, etc. So if we ‘take the index
of average wages as 100 in 1050, in 1969 it had mounted
to 163. Today it is much higher.
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Wages and allowances do not constitute the only source
of income for the workers. The state ensures them other
advantages through different channels, for examplé social
insurance benefits, bursaries, paid holidays, educational ser-
vices and the health service, all of which function free of
charge to their advantage. .

These benefits represent an effective addition to their
wages of nearly one third. '

To end this chapter, let us remind the reader of the

dectsion of the Central Coramittee of the PLA and the Council
of Ministers of the PS.R. of Albania, published on April
1, 1976 «On the reduction of high salaries, on some improve-
ments in the pay system of working people and the further
narrowing of differences between town and countrysider,
which we mentioned in the chapter concerning agriculture
and the cooperativist peasantry. '

In the space of about one decade, from September 1, 1967,
the day when the new pay system came into_force, up till
April 1, 1976, Albania has realized deep-going revolutionary
transformations in every field of life. Taking account of the
fact that in the present stage of the struggle for the complete
construction of socialism the perfecting and constant revolu-
tiomization- of socialist relations of disiribution are of great
importance, the Party, without ever deviating from the cor-
rect Marxist-Leninist revolutionary concept of the role and
importance of these relations, has followed the line of the
gradual narrowing of differences between the levels of income
and the ways of life of the working class and cooperativist
peasaniry and among the different categories within each of
these classes, while simultaneously waging a ceaseless fight
afxlg?ié-xst tendencies to petty-bourgeois equalitarianism in this

eld.

To further develop this correct Marxist-Leninist line, and
in conformity with the directives of the 6th Congress of
the PLA and the teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha, as
well ag supporting and approving the revolutionary initiatives
of the working people for the improvement of the system of
pay and remuneration for work done, to further narrow the
differences between mental and physieal labour and between
town and countryside according to the conditions and pos-
sibilities which the socialist development of the people’s
economy has created, the Central Committee of the PLA and

the Council of Ministers of the P.S.R. of Albania took the -
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hictoric decision, the essential provisions of which follow:

1. « .40 reduce the high salaries of Teading cadres, the
intelligentsia, and cadres of the armed forces, in excess of
900 leks per month, without affecting low and medium wages,
except in certain cases, in order 1o preserve the necessary’
proportions. The reductions of high salaries will be from 4 10
25 per cent of the present salaries. . .~ :

9« ..o reduce the salaries of teaching staff and scien-
tific workers of the higher schools and scientific research
institutions from 14 to 22 per cent, to reduce the ‘bonuses
for scientific titles and degrees up to 50 per cent and the
bonuses for creative literary, artistic and scientific works 30-.
50 per cent, and in certain branches of the economy to abolish
2 number of bonuses and other exira payments which are
unjustifiable in the. present conditions, . o~

3. «To raise the wages of the workers of agriculture
and fruit-growing on the state farms, by linking the rewards
‘or their work with realization of the targets of the produc-
tion plan.» : , )

4. «To achieve an even better appreciation of the jobs
where material blessings are produced, so thab people work
and live wherever the interests of the Homeland require
and to combat any manifesiation of carcerism and bureau-
cracy, the salaries of specialists working in the same econo-
mic branch will be unified, irrespective of the category
of the district or enterprise where they work. Likewise, these
measures are aimed at unifying the salaries of specialists
working in production with those of specialists in the admi-
nistration of enterprises and cooperatives of the same econoc=-
mic branch or the apparatus of the executive committees
of the district people’s councils. .

For the purpose of improving the ratio between the

galaries of higher and middle specialists with those of the

most highly qualified workers with long working experience,

‘beginning from April 1, 1976, the young specialists, after

graduating from the higher schools, for the firgt two years
at work will receive a salary close to that of the workers
with the highest level of qualification in the same branch,
while the young specialists trained in the vocational m1d_dle _
schools and appointed as staif officials will, as a rule, receive
a salary.one grade lower down the scale. , :

5. «To further stimulate the interest of the workers and
specialists of enterprises, executive committees of the district




360 PORTRATT OF ALBANIA

people’s councils, ministries and other central institutions, in
raiging their ideo-political, cultural and technical-professional
level, a system of determining .the level of qualification of
the workers and specialists through cultural-professional cer-
tification will be applied. ' R

. «This system is designed to respond to the vital necessity
that the working class must not only produce material goods
ever more abundantly and of better quality, but first and

foremost, as the class in power it must ceaselessly raise its -

level of qualification, so that under the leadership of the
Party, it will play its role more actively in running the
entire life of the country. The cultural-professional certi-
fication should . also help to bring about that the workers
and specialists respond better to {he tasks incumbent on
them for the development and deepening -of the technical

and scientifie revolution, by applying science and technelogy.

more extensively in production and placing the organization
and management of the people’s economy . on a sounder scien-
tific basis».

6. «To improve the implementation of the principle of
remuneration according to quantity and quality of the work
done, as well as the socialist organization of the work, changes
will be effected in the classification of work processes and

jobs and the practice of payment on the basis of the category

of the job will be extended.»

7. «To further improve the proportions between the
wages of workers in different branches of the economy,
certain disproportions which have been observed in the
wages of workers in the fishing industry and those of
maritime transport will be adjusted» . '

8. «Parallel with. the changes and improvements in fhe

system of wages and remuneration, the Central Commitiee
and the Council of Ministers recommend that high retire-
ment, invalidity and long-service pensions for militarymen,
should be reduced proportionately with the reduction of
high salaries. :

«Thus fairer proportions will be established between the
remuneration of the working people employed in production
and other social activities, on the one hand, and old age
or other pensions which the working people enjoy, on the

other hand. This is also aimed at narrowing differences in

incomes between various categories of pensioners.
9. «Jt is recommended to the agricultural cooperatives
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that they, too, should apply the above measures in the field
of the organization and remuneration of work.

In the final part of this decision, the Central Com-
mittee of the Party of Labour of Albania and the Councj]
of Ministers of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania
express their full conviction that the measures adopted
«express the desires, will, and interests of the v\forkn-_;g class,
the cooperativist peasantry, and the people’s intelligentsia.
These measures,» says the document, «will give a new impul-
se to the revolutionization of the life of our country and will
become a fresh source of inspiration to achieve further, even
greater victories in all fields of socialist construction.»

Thus, in our country today, the ratio between the average
pay of the workers of a given branch, ‘and the salary of a

director of an enterprise is 1:1.7; the ratio between the

average pay of the workers in general and the salary of a
director of a ministry is 1:2; the ratio between the lowest
and the highest wages of the workers in a given branch,
is about 1.5 :1.65, ete. T ] iy
© «Zéri i popullit», in its editorial of April 2, 1976 enfitled,
«A new victory of the policy of the Party of Labour. of
Albania for raising the general well-being of the people,
stresses the great political, ideological and social importance
of this decision: «The classics of Marxism-Leninism teach us
that the distribution of the product in socialism should be
based on the principles, *from each according to- his ability,
t0 each according to his work’, and ’equal pay for equal

work’. However, they have also pointed out that the dii-

ferences in " should be as small as possible, so that the
pay of an ofpf?gial, as Lenin said, ’should not be higher than
the average pay of a good worker!... Thus, in our country
the ratio between the average pay of the workers and the
higher salaries of officials at the moment is 1:2.5. The new
decision of the Central Committce of the PLA and the.Councﬂ
of Ministers of the P.S.R. of Albania brings this ratio down
to 1:2... Our course, says «Zéri i popullits, «it is diame-
trically opposed to that of the revisionists, At the 25th
Congress of the Soviet revisionist party they openly decla-
red that their policy in the field of incomes and <_:onsu1:npt10n,
is based as in the past, on the principle that the main way
to increase revenues is to increase salaries, in the first place
to increnge the salaries of leading cadres and specialists, who
have already degenerated into bourgeois of the mew type.
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In the revisionist coumiries, wheére savage oppression and
exploitation reign and where the class polarization is becom-

ing more and more marked, those of the revisionist caste,

through their salaries and legal bonuses alone, secure inco-
mes 20 and more times greater than those of the workers,
without counting what they get by other speculative me-
thods. .. The measures which the decisiong envisage are an
expression of the superiority of our socialist economic and
social system and of the rapid and continuous progress o
our planned economys» .
«Zéri i popullit- then goes on to quote figures to show
the rise in the well-being of the people in the P.S.R. of
Albania: «What a great contrast beftween the situwation of
the working people in our country and that of the workers
~in the capitalist and revisionist countries, where unemploy-
ment is hanging over their heads like the sword of Da-
mocles! In these countries today, there are about 20 million
such people, deprived of the necessary means of livelihood.
But this is not all. An unbridled and unprecedented inflation
is rampaging throughout the entire -capitalist-revisionist
world. The prices of consumer goods had increased last year
(1975) ‘as compared with 1970, as follows: In the USA 140
per cent, Britain 190.5 per cent, Raly 171,4 per cent, Greece
182.5 per cent, and Yugoslavia 252.1 per cent. A similar
situation prevails in-the other revisionist countries. Let us
take as an example Poland, where large-scale strikes and
demonstrations by the workers erupted in July 1975 against
the rise in prices of consumer goods. : '
-«The gloomy picture of the reality of the ’'consumer
society’s, continues «Zéri i popullit», «becomes still more com-
plete if account is taken of the fact that inthose countries, 60

per cent of the family income goes to pay house rent, rates .

and taxes, the consumption of electric power, insurance,
medical expenses and other things of this nature. The work-
ing people of our country are the firsi in the world who pay

no taxes or levies. ‘A working man’s income for 1-2 days -
work is sufficient to pay his house rent for one month. The"

charges for drinking water, light and other services of this
category are extremely modest if not merely symbolic. Thus
the working people of our country have almost zll their income
-available to fulfill their needs for food, clothing and household
equipment at stable or downward-moving prices. This is why
the standard of living in our country is rising steadily.» '

Chapter Four

SOCIAL SECURITY

‘In the Albania of the past, there was no greater misfor-
tune for a worker than to lose his ability to work because
of advanced age or sickness. He may have foiled all his
Tife and created the most valuable things with his own hands,
but he was condemned to pass his last years in poverty
and suffering. He became a heavy burden even for his own
family, : S
Bs.refore Liberation, Albania was the only country in Europe
without any system of social insurance. In case of illness
or accident at work, far from receiving any compensation,
the worker had to pay -all the costs of treatment in hospital
or any other health establishment out of his own pocket.
His family was left without sany assistance. Regardless of
his years of service, the worker received nol the slightest
compensation when he was old or no longer fit io work.

A social insurance system was established in Albania
immediately after the Liberation of the country. This system
developed along with the development and strengthening of
the national economy and today constitutes one of the world’s
most complete and diversified systems in this field.

The social insurance system in Albania is based on the
principles of socialist humanism and it contributes to the de-
velopment of the productive activity of the working people.

- All working people hre -ensured _

The state social insurance system of the People’s Socia-
list Republic of Albania is explicitly sanctioned in the Con
stitution, and its application is compulsory to all wage and
salary earners without exception or limitation, regardless of




154 PORTRATT OF ALBANIA

the branch of the economy or sector in.which they work,
whether their jobs are of a permanent or seasonal nature
and regardless of the method of paying them or the .form
of ‘the payment they receive. -

" The worker has the right to benefit from social insurance
as soon as he has a job.

This right cannot be denied to the worker or employee
for any reason while he is working and it is retained for
a certain period even after his employment has ended.

The insured person who has stopped work to attend
school, a qualification course or a higher. education institu-
tion retains all his righis to insurance benefits during the
whole period of his studies as well as for a certain period
after he has completed his military service or his studies.

The law on state social insurance of the People’s Socia-
list Republic of Albania envisages the payment of various
indemnities not only to the insured person himself, but also
to the members of his family, who are also -entitled to an
allowance in case of death of the family’s breadwinner. Ac-
cording to this disposition those who are entitled %o this
allowance are the children, the grandchildren, the brothers
and sisters, the spouge, the parents, or adoptive parents, the
grandparents, the father-in-law and the mother-in-law (joined
by a new marriage of the father or mother), the children
from a first marriage or those from the second one.

Retired persons and their families are also entitled to
social insurance benefits, irrespective of the pension they
recelve,

The working people benefit from the social
insurance without paying any premiums

The Albanian workers have no financial obligation as re-
gards social insurance; no deductions are made from their
incomes and they pay no kind of contributions towards their
retirement pensions. The .pensions -the insured persons- he-
nefit from are drawn from the social insurance fund. In the
terms of law No. 4171 of - September 13, 1966, which is
still in force, the social insurance fund is built up from the
contribution paid by the state and social enterprises, insti-
tutions and organizations as well as from the staie budget.
If the fund created is inadeguate, then, under Article 3 of
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the law, the state defrays the cost of social insurance benefits,
Thug, the rights of the insured persons are fully gugranteed.

Each year the expenditure on social insurance INCreases
by 10 per cent. This is the result not only of_hthe increase
of the number of insured persons and the constant rise of

‘their salaries, but also of the increases in allowances and

pensions as well as of the intensification and extensior‘x of pre-
ventive measures taken for the protection of the people’s health,
the extension of the network of holiday homes for workers
and young pioneers, health resorls and other such ocentres.
Social security funds increased 43 times in 1979 as against

1945 while the number of retired persons has increased 108

tines.

The benefits available to workers
under social ensurance

Social insursnce in Albania constitutes an important fac-
tor for raiging the material and cultural well-being of the

people of town and couniryside as well as for the protection .

of their health, The law on the social insurance reflects the
great concern of the people’s state power to create for the
working people the necessary conditions for the most pros-
perous and cultivated existence possible. - )

The. social insurance system is distinguished by its many
forms of insurance, allowances, pensions and varlous servi-
ces to the benefit of the insured and their faml}Les. Under
Article 2 of the legislation, besides the free medical service
which is guaranteed to all citizens of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania, the insured is entit':led to: .

a) allowances for temporary incapacity io work, in cases

of illness, quarantine accident, maternity or childbirth leave;

b) aid in the form of treatment in t.he sanatoriums OT
prophylactic establishments, special care in the health res-

~ orts. or spas, and in the form of dieis provided in special

urants; holidays for the insured person himself and
Eaﬁgrei in,the holiilay hostels and camps, help for the deve=
lopment of physical culture and tourism, as-well as allowances
for occupational retraining for the partially -disabled, for
childbirth and funeral expenses. . o

¢) retirement pensions, pensions for _1nva11d1@:y, long
service and special services, as well as family pensions.
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The allowances paid by the social insurance take into
account the average monthly pay of the insured person over
a given  period, length of service at work, the degree of
difficulty of the job, age and sex. More favourable conditions
are envisaged for miners who work underground, for those
employed . in specially arduous jobs; for working -women
during their maternity leave, for juveniles under 20 years
of age, for those who have taken part in the National Libera-
tion War or have played a role in the National Renaissance, etc.

© Social security is maizaged by the working
people themselves

The state social insurance in Albania has a thoroughly
democratic character which is a reflection of the extent to
which it is managed by the workers themselves. .

. The management of social insurance by the masses is
reflected in three principal aspeects:

First of all in the fact that it iz under the control of
the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat led by the
Party of Labour, for which the supreme law is the fulfilment.
of the ever growing material and cultural needs of the wor-
king people. On the other hand, the workers themselves
have the right to make criticisms and suggestions, to present
claims -and complaints. Whenever they consider that their
rights ‘are infringed, they can appeal directly o the organs
of social insurance or to the organs which uphold the law.
These organs are obliged to carefully examine all the com-
plaints of the workers, to gather all the relevant informa-
tion, and reply fo their appeals within a prescribed period.
Third, the trade unions and the other mass organizations
led by the Party of Labour, have the fuil rightto take part
actively in drafting the provisions of the law and other judicial
provisions, and checking wup on their application, as well
as in the activity of the state organs of social insurance; they
make criticisms and suggestions to improve the services fo
the benefit of the insured, and if necessary, intervene through
adminisirative or judicial channels to put right any violation
~of the law to the deiriment of the insured.

'+ Thus, the thoroughly democratic and humanitarian cha-
racter -of -the social insurance is preserved in the field of

R
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administration too, and the power of the workers and the trade

unions to control and protect their rights is increased.

Allowanees for temporary incapacity to work

se of il ¢ acciden ing -5 temporary inter-.
: e of illmess or accident causing -2 '
ruptiIrIJln cg; the work of .the insured, apart from g:;: _
rmedical treatment, the social insurance guarantees this pe son
the necessary means of subsistence. leablhty allqw:;@c;e; are
fixed on the basis of the average daily pay rece(llvl n the
month preceding the occurrence i:f d1sab1.1;1:1y afnthee?gsured-
j work, The entire working period 0 .
git:;:’fxi ?Lgaﬁless of the temporar}; _mterﬁ*ullﬁt;%isg E};;aliétm%
have occurred, is taken into account In <a cﬂ ing length &
service.' Thi riod of service concretely reilecis | |
butig:le' 0‘¥h§a£1e person to the socialist - construction of t.he
irv, - .
counTrgose who- have been less than 10 years at workd 959
aid at a rate equal to 70 per cent of‘thelr' average ?1 . ly
pa in the last month preceding thelr .dﬂsab_lllt}fl; W 18 g
?hg vate for those with more than 10 years at work I3

pet ?\‘Ie?r:.ers working full-time underground, who have less

‘than 5 years of service, get 80 per cent of their average pay

in cases of temporary disability while for those with more

than B years of service, the rate is 95 per cent of th_eir normal

pay.

i i isabili lowance
; an occupational disease, the disability allc
;f)e‘;ml?; gg 95 per I;en’c of the average pay of the ms;illrec;
person and 100 per cent for undergrogn_d miners, regar ss
of their length of service. Invalids are d%mded into fo;r gt_‘tI)1 vlﬁ
on the basis of the degree of their incapacity. =or &

lids of the third and fourth groups whose incapacity arises

' i National Liberation War, the disability
gﬂ%ﬁa;fev?se 91;)1 ptgre cent of thtir average pay, regardless of
i i ork. .
themﬁ}l?égat];lcgg ;erg;g:s e::):f.‘;lrlness or .accident are paid from
the first day of the occurrence of the d1sab_1]1131 111£ e&o zl;_e
day of complete recovery or until the_msured is dec e -pent
manently incapacitated, when he receives a -pens:o::l.t_ nyn;f :
of social insurance benefits is granted on presentatio

When the temporary disability is caused by an accident.




268 ' PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

medical certificate issued by doctors or siate health institu-

tions. When temporary work incapacity exceeds 6 months in

a year or 3 months for invalids, the worker must be examined
by an expert medical commission (KEMP), which has the
right fo exiend the period of incapacity until it estimates that

the insured will have recovered his capacily to work. In case

of permanent disability, it determines the degree of loss .of
capacity to work and the invalidity group. Thus, the worker
has complete insurance cover in case of illness from beginning
to end of his iliness. _

Social insuranee payments are made even when the

insured person is hospitalized, regardless of the fact that he

receives his treatment and food free of charge. )
The social insurance law protects and helps working
mothers in particular. Maternity leave is paid at the rate

of 80 per ceni of their pay in the month preceding the

interruption of their work. Normal maternity leave extends
over 24 weeks, 35 days before the birth and 135 days alter
it. If, at the end of the leave, the dociors comsider that the
mother needs a longer- period to recover her capacily to work,
they issue a medical certificate on the basis of which she
receives an allowance from the social insurance for a further

period. The mother who has a sick child, on the presentation -

of a medical certificate, has the zight to stay at home for a
certain period to take care of her child, During this period she
is paid by the social insurance.

Mothers who do not work themselves, but whose hus-
bands are insured, receive from the social insurance, through
their insured husbands, an allowance for the layette and
other expenditure, _

Mothers of big families receive an allowance for child-
birth and a monthly allowance. These rights apply equally
to mothers in the couniryside,

Thus, the working people in the People’s Socialist Repu-

blic of 'Albania have their future secured, they have no
worries about their livelihood in case of illness or accident.

The system of pensions

Longevity is one of the greatest aspirations of man,

After a lifetime devoted to labour, to long years of fruit~ -

ful activity, time comes when a man has the right to be
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‘militarymen in permanent service, people
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respected for his. age. - When the younger generaiion bows
respectfully to his white hair, this is in honour of the contri-

-bution -he has made to sociely and the vast experience he

has acquired. - . . .
In the Albania of the past, far from being a privilege,
old age was a misfortune, as it is today in many capitalist-
countries. . The feudal-bourgeois regime considered man -a
source. of profit until he gave way under the burden of his
years and then it threw him out in the street after having
squeezed him-dry. The worker had no help in the way of
a pension in the last years of his life, So, in that epoch, old

~age was regarded’ with trepidation. -

The people’s state power in Albania has set up a complete
system of pensions very advantageous to the workers, which
guarantees refirement pensions, jnvalidity pensions and family
pensions to those entitled to them. The system of pensions
demonsirates the great concern of the people’s state power .
for man and his work, as well as its high regard of the
worth and dignity of man. . T - :

The pensions system includes:

— retirement pensions;

— invalidity pensions;

— family pensions; .

— pensions for meritorious services; ,

— pensions for militarymen in permanent active service

The pensions system covers everyone eligible for the
state social insurance, as well as invalids from the Natjonal
Liberation War and the families of the martyrs of this war;
charged with
special missions by the state organs or social organizations,
or who have done their duty for {he protection of the socialist
order, the saving of human life, the protection of socialist
property or any other contribution to the construction of
socialism in the country, and students who have hecome
invalids in the course of their studies. ' '

- Retirement pensions

_ Under the -law, wor}'ce'rs or employees whd have attained
the. specified age and completed the prescribed period of
e!mplqyment, botlr of these conditions varying- with-the cates

24 — 117 A
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i itled to
of employment of the given person, are entitled
' gorrbt’ethemenf p};nsion. In - this respect, the different l{.mds
of work are divided into three categories:

The {irst category includes workers employed in the

erground workers), in aviation, divers, foun_dry
$$§iré?ggd€§10gism and other w?rkers engaged in PaIrtu;u-
larly arduous jobs. Workers of this category aré eligible for
a retirement pension when they reach 50 years of age
(45 years for women) and after a working life of 20 years
ears for women). o _ s _
.(15 .'jlri‘he second ‘category includes mine workers employe:l
on the surface, workers in the ojl industry, In the .cengenec,l
ceramics, glags and rubber industries as well as those engag
.in education and numerous other prgfes§1ons, .
The workers of this category are entitled to a retire-

ment pension when they have completed 55 years of age.

and 25 years of service for men, and 50 years of age and 20
: of service for women. . o
yearf}rhe third category comprises all thf.: remaining wprl;gffs;
They are entitled to a retirement pension when zheyrk we
_ completed 60 years of age and 25 years of service ? Fvc\:omen
men and 55 years of age and 20 years of gerv10e or f
deen who have raised 6 or more children .130 T?ﬂ;;za?tso Oa
age enjoy more favourg.(lj:»le concﬁic;gz. afl;e-eg 1%1*; eeax;s i ded
irement pension at b0 years _ :
e The bl?rfd, ‘deafmutes, and. all tpos-e "\nfho have fuéfe%ﬁz
the conditions of the lst and 2nd validity groupziorl re
heing employed, are entitled to a re‘l:nrefmen}r::i enpeannd o
50 years of age after 14 years of wofrk or e S .
years of age after 10 years of work ror WOIER. ot the
The retirement pension is fixed at 70 per ;ﬁn igsured
average monthly Pay of the insured persox;.d e Jnsured
on -may have his average pay calfzullat on from as
ixjve;‘fking year or on_any three successive Years
fast ‘m ﬁﬁeﬁeﬁ?ﬁ&mim cannot be lower than 350 leks
or higher than 700 leks a month.

In fixing this pension, employment over the entire period

since November 28, 1012 iz taken. Into account, regardless of .

the fact that the given person was not insured before Libe-

ration. Time spent in politic

al exile, in prison or in mtgm- :
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ment for patriotic activity is also counted. The period of the
National Liberation War counts double for those who fought

"in the partisan units or worked in the organs of the people’s

power, who acted in-the liberated zones or in the occupied
cities. '

Invalidity pensions

Invalidity pensions are granted to all those who pariial-
ly or iotally lose their capacity to work. ' :
©  Invalids are divided into four groups according to th
degree of their incapacity to work. .

The first two groups comprise persons who are totally
incapacitated for any kind of work; the other two comprise

_those capable of doing relatively light work under the condi-

tions laid down by a competent medical commission.

~ Invalidity pensions are granted regardless of length of
service at work if the invalidity has its origin in the National
Liberation War. or has been caused by an accident at work
or by an occupational disease. Invalids who have lost their
capacity to work as a result of a disease not of occupational
origin or an accident occurring outside work, are entitled to
pensions proportional to their years of service. :

The size of the invalidity pension varies according. t
the inwvalidity group, being 85 per cent, 70 per cent, 60 per
cent and 40 per cent of the average normal. pay for the
four groups respectively.

Invalids from the National Liberation War or those
who have become so as a result of an accident at work or
an occupational disease receive a supplement of 10 per cent
on their invalidity pensions. The invalidity pension is gran-

“ted not only to workers and emplbyees who have become

invalids during a period of employment, but also o all wor-
kers whose invalidity has commenced less than thirty days
after the cessation of employment or even in less than two
years wWhen the invalidity is the consequence of an accident
at work or an occupational disease which occurred before
the given person ceased his employment. '

Certain persons who become invalids before commencing
employment while accomplishing & socially useful iask, are
entitled to an .invalidity pension the rate of which is fixed
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according to the invalidity group they belong to. '_Accordmg
" %o the law on social insurance, this category comprises school
pupils and students of higher educational institutions who
become invalids in the course of their studies; those y\{ho
. become invalids while accomplishing special missions Wwith
which they have been charged by the organs .of the state or
. the social organizations, or in performing theie duty for the
defence of ihe socialist order, and those who become 1nva_11ds
during their military service or a course of military training.

All possibilities are provided for invalids -to. recover
their physical and vocational capacity and to be retrained

for appropriate' jobs. They receive their vocational training -

in special schools and courses. They are provided w1th the
Iecessary means for readaptation .such as artificial limbs,
means of locomotion, hearing aids, etc. They are given prio-
rity on the granting of bursaries for studies of different kinds.

On the basis of recommandations of ¢competent medical .

commissiens, invalids are guaranteed light jobs, which are

ceserved for them by special decision of the government.
The invalidity pensions are not only an 1mportant
material help for these people, but also a prophylactic mea-
gure, because they ' contribute. significantly to improving the
workers health and to the readaptation of invalids to work

and daily life.

Family pensions

Family pensions occupy &an jmportant place in the sys-
tem of state social insurance. The members of the family
" of a deceased worker or employee, who have not yet reachgd
working age or who are regularly attending school; benefit
from this kind of pension.

Also entitled to this kind of pension are the children

and grandchildren of the insured person, his adoptive children
and the children of the latter under 16 years of age, under
‘19 years of age if they are attending secondary school or under
25 years of age if ihey are engaged in higher schooling and
even later, if they are incapable of working; the parents
or the spouse of-the deceased insured person, Wwho have
reached 60 years of age for men and 5b years of age for
women, and even under this age if they are incapable
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to work; the second spouse of either the father or mother
of the insured person, if he or she has been dependent on
him for at least ten years; the grand-parents of the insured

" person if there is no other person legally obliged to provide

for them. .

Besides this, one of the parents or the spouse of the
deceased person, regardless of age and capacity to work, is
entitled to a family pension, if he or she is not employed
and is in charge of one or more children or grand-children,
adoptive children, or children of the latter, or the brothers

or sistérs of the deceased, under 8 years of age. =

The family pension is granted under the same conditions
as the invalidity pension. When the death of the insured
person is the result of an accident at work or an occupational
disease .or of service during the Naticnal Liberation War,
the family pension is granted regardless of the length of
employment of the insured person. When the death of the

" insured person is caused by sickness or accident unrelated

to his work, the family pension is granted to those who have

. a right-to it, on a scale related to the length of service of

the Pread-winner of the family at the iime of his death.
~ The child is entitled to a pension in case of death of
one of his parents even if the other parent is employed. The
pension granted to children who have lost both parents. is
caleulated on the basis of the total pay of both parents. :
The pension for those eligible, is calculated at the fol-
lowing rate: - -
. for families comprised of three or more members, 65 per
cent of the average pay of the insured person; '
for families comprised of two members, 50 per cent of
this pay; ' ' o
- for families of one member, 40 per cent of this pay.
The pensions available and the other social benefils for
persons deprived of support, as well as the care of the state
for orphans, widows and old people without support, ensu-

res them the material conditions to lead a dignified life.

Pension for meritorious services

‘This kind of pension.is granted by decision of the Council
of Ministers of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania -
" to those persons or their families who have fought, arms
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in hand, for the liberation and independence of the Home-
tand, for the national honour, for democracy and socialism,

for the flourishing of Albania, or who have made an ouistan-
ding cantribution to this struggle. - oo

Those entitled to this kind of pension are the eminent

' patriots of the National Renaissance and the people’s mo-

vements for freedom and the land, for secial rights, those
who braving difficuliies and sacrifices in an unequal fight
against countless ferocious internal or external enemies have

never ceased fighting for the cause of the people; all those

who have taken part in the movement of the National Rena-

igsance, in the people’s movements and the national. libera-

tion movement or in anti-fascist movements abroad.

The pension for meritorious services is also granted
to persons who are distinguished themselves in .various
fields of socialist construction, science, technelogy, culture
and art, as well ag to those who, .in their state, social and

economic activity, have made an important contribution to.

strengthening the people’s power and the construction of the
country. . : o

The extension of the system o_f'pens'ions_
and social security to the countryside .

From July 1, 1972, the system of pensions and social
security was extended fo cover the members of the agricul-
tural cooperaiives too. This is a great victory of the policy of
the people’s power, an economic, political, ideological and
social act of wvital importance; this measure constitutes a

new step forward of great significance for the development

of the Albanian couniryside, for narrowing the essential dif-

terences between city and countryside. From the aspect. of

the relations of production, this decision raises the coope-
rativist peasant to a higher level which is elose to that of the
worker. This decision further strengthened the alliance of the
working class with -the cooperativist peasantry.

The institution of the system of pensions and social se- .

curity is an objgctive measure which fully responds to the

_requirement of the fundamental law of socialism which aims

" at the continuous raising of the material and cultural level
of the working masses. It represents a further important

v
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advance toward perfecting the relations of distribution and -
. redistribution of the mnational income. From the economic
viewpoint, the extension of the system of pensions and social

~ insurance to the countryside ioo, improves the material li-

ving conditions of the cooperative members and strengthens
the peasant family. o : .
Certain agricultural cooperatives on their ‘own initiative
and relying on their own means, had introduced rudimentary
forms of pensions in order to help their members in old age
or in cases of incapacity to work., Many cooperatives had
created different forms of social insurance. to provide for
temporary disability and particularly for maternity and
childbirth leave, Now these benefits have been extended to

- all the agricultural cooperatives. This new measure in favoeur

of the working peasantry shows that the great contribution
that it made to the National Liberation War -yesterday and
is making to the socialist construction today, is properly
appreciated. .~ _ , :

The system of pensions in the countryside has a cenira-
lized character. The resources necessary to provide the pen-
sions come mainly from the cooperatives themselves, without
affecting the accumulated funds destined for the extended
reproduction in agriculture. The pensions provided for mem-
bers of the agricultural cooperatives. comstitute a redistribu-
tion within the framework of the fund of consumption of the
cooperative populdtion, fo the advantage of persons incapable
of working, they are a right which stems from the work and

©_contribution these people have made to the strengthening and

development of the cooperative economy when they were
fit to work. Being based on the dynamics of the growth of
agricultural and livestock production, the contribution of the
agricultural cooperatives to the centralized pensions fund does
not diminish the level of the. cooperativists’ income per
work-day; on the contrary, the value of the work-day is
growing from year to year. o o
The state budget also contributes directly to the central
pensions fund, covering part of the costs for the extention of
‘pensions to the cooperative members for the work they have
done in the state enterprises, for their participation in the
national liberation movement, for their periocd of service in
the armed forces, etc. The contribution from the state is a
concrete expression of its great concern for the continuous
improvement of living standards in the countryside, for the
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strengthening of the solidarity of all the working people, and
tirst of all, of the working class with the peasantry, so they
advance shoulder to shoulder towards the complete construc-
tion of socialist society in Albania. : '

+

. Apart from the pensions fund, the agricultural coopera- -

tives allocate from their own income an auxiliary fund which
is utilized to pay insurance and idemnities to their members,
on the basie of special unified criteria. o _
: Reétirement pensions, invalidity and family pensions are

granted by the state social security organs, while all other
allowances for incapacity to work, maternity and childbirth
leave ete. are granted by the cooperatives themselves which
apply the same criteria to all the cooperativists.

The pensions system for the cooperative members
includes retirement, invalidity and family pensions. In all
‘three cases, the pension may- be complete or partial according
to the conditions that the given person fulfils. The criterion
for the granting of a retirement pension is age and length
of service at work. This age is 65 for men and 55 for women.
All male cooperative members must have 25 vears of service
to receive a retirement pension, while women are entitled
to a full pension after 20 years of work., A partial pension
is granted to men who have worked at least 12 and a half
years. Women are entitled to partial pensions after 10 years
of work. : - . ' '

The amount of the retirement pension is equa! to half
the average annual income of the cooperative member during

hiz Iast three years of work. :

The invalidity pension is accorded to peasants who lose

their capacity to work as a result of an accident or desease.
Pensions of this category are divided into two groups ac-
cording to the degree of incapacity. In fixing the pensions
for persons of this category, the elements taken into con-
sideration are age and years of service, with the exception
of those whose invalidity ig caused by an accident at work.
In such cases the pension is accorded regardless of length of

service. For the first group this vpension is equal to 60 per’

cent of the average annual pay of the cooperativist during his
last three working years, while for the second group it is 50
per cent. Complete and partisl pensions are envisaged for
persons of this category, too. _ :

On the basis of the law, the family pension is accorded
to those members of a cooperative who are incapable of
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working when the cooperative member who was supporting
them has died. The members of the family of the cooperativist
who benefit fromi this pension are his children, his grand-
children, his' adoptive children and their children, up to the

age of 15, his brothers and sisters under 15 years or 25 years -

of age if they are attending school without a state bursary.




Chapter five.

SCHOOL FOR ALL

Tliteracy liquidated in Albania

More than forty years ago, in the course of a debate of

the siate budget, the former minister of Zog's cabinet and
one of the most influential deputies in the Parliament,

Fejzi Alizoti, declared: «Albania today has three gymnasiums,
and a quick reckoning shows that within ten years we
shall have about 500 to 600 candidates for functionaries. Thus,
a time will come when students will have to become shop-

assistants... In view of the program discussed here, I am con-

vinced that the expense for education is a waster Opposing
himself to the opening of schools in the villages, this big
fand-owner raised the question: If the children of the farmers
and shepherds go to school, who will work the fields, who
will tend the livestock? . - :
The Italian adviser at the Ministry of the Interior, Mon-
tanelli, suggested to King Zog: «If the middle schools are
in excess of the needs of the country, they produce intellec-
tual .unemployment, which is the most dangerous form of
unemployment 16 the states which prefer order and national
solidarity to bolshevik wreckage.» To give strength to his
argument on the need.of reducing professional schools, he
wrote: «Up to day, the <conditions to start work for
industrialization on a large scale do not exist, and this, per-
haps, is to the advantage of Albania, because the people in
the most industrialized countries or those who 1ry to become
such, are generally in greater trouble.» The fascist adviser
told King Zog that, with the one milion inhabitants it had,
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900 elementary schools were enough. This had to be the

*ceiling” which would keep the Albanian people in a state of

eternal illiteracy and ignorance.
. As a result of this policy, more than 80 per cent of the
population was 'illiterate, whereas in the regions inhabited

‘mostly by rural population, this figure reached 90 or even -

95 per cent. o .
INiteracy was more widespread among women. In scores
of villages of the country not a single woman knew to read

and write, and only a couple of men could spell the letters

intelligibly. In this situation,. all fechnical or social progress. .

was impossible, :
In face of all this, the people’s power had to launch the

cultural revolution, first -of all, for the liquidation:of illite-

racy. - . o
" 1In fact, the campaign against illiteracy had started as
early as the beginnings of the National Liberation War, in

‘the ranks of partisan units and in the liberated villages and
' - A

zonaes. i . i
The resolution of. the National Conference of the Com-
munist . Party of Albania (March 1943) instructed the com-

munists «to. promote cultural life in the villages, by seiting.

up cotirses against illiteracy and by other means, so as to

. enable the peasants to get schooling, which the former re-

gimes had denied them» After Liberation, the struggle
against illiteracy become one of the vastest movements or-

 ganized by the Party at that time. The government, the
‘state organs snd public opinion simultaneously made great

efforts to carry out this action with success. A special law
passed by the People’s Assembly of the PR of Albania laid
down. that every one under forty years of age who did
not know to read and write, must attend these courses, that
were aspecially set up for the unlettered. To this end, inspec-

tors of educational sectors were sent to work centres, in .

order to engage in the solution of this problem. The slogan
«In order to build we must know, and in order to know we
must learn», was issued country-wide. o

" The struggle against illiteracy was waged on two fronts:

first. the obiective was 1o teach all men and women aged
under forty to read write, and second. to set up a network

of centres to prevent the creation of new masses of illiterate

. people. :

~ This' was an unprecedented offensive launched fof the
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schooling and enlightenment of the masses. Courses against
illiteracy were opened in enterprises, schools, culture clubs,
city quarters, all over the coumiry, in which hundreds o
‘thousands of people began to learn . .

Three or four times a. week people gathered together to
learn the ABC, figures, etc. Almost all the teachers of the
_ country were in charge of one or two courses. And this was
" not all: all these who were in & position to teach the alphabet
were put at the head of a course. Young people, pupils and
students played an important role in. this major underta-
king. The slogan of the youth organizations was: «All young
men and women must know to read and write. The. trade
union organizations did a great work among the working
class. Not less important was the activity of the women’s
~ organizations in this direction. Special programs of study
and text-books were compiled for this purpose. Thus, the

struggle against illiteracy became  a great problem of the

‘entire people, _ _

People learned to read and write and at the same time
acquired the first notions of arithmetics, thus preparing them-
selves to attend higher courses, or to atternd correspon-
denee courses of the elemenfary school. Thousands upon thou-
sands of former illiterate people attended the evening schools

for workers, going through the primary cycle and then the

7 year course; a number of them carried on to the middle .

school and higher school, ioo.

Thanks to an intensive work over the. period 1955-1956

illiteracy was liguidated among all people aged under forty.
In some cases illiterate people aged above forty also learned
to read and write. In order to prevent the danger that those
-who had gone through the courses should not fall back into
their former condition because of interrupted study, - the
social organizations, on their own, set up reading groups at-
tached to the various educational institutions. Conscious of
the importance of this -problem, the state took measures for
the setting up and expansion of the primary evening schools
for adulis. .

Albamia has closed for ever the chapter of lliteracy,

‘which remains ‘a bitter aftertaste, a farnish of the feudal-

bourgeois regimes of -the past.
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The éampaigh for the spread of
education and culfure

" In.the field of education and culture, the Albanis of
the pre-Liberation period was a couniry of ignorance and

‘derkness. At that time, the question of an educational sys--
_ tetn, complete with schools organized according to scientific

criteria, was not even raised. The school system was down-
right anti-popular. . _ '
Under the people’s power, education -has undergone
radical changes, both in form and in contenl. During this
period a complete and single system of popular education has
been set up. o '
The vigorous development of education in Albania has
gone through several main stages. In the first years following
Liberation, the main concern ' of the peole’s power was
to make education as popular as possible, to make it
the patrimony of the broad masses of the people, to create
an educational system with ali the cycles necessary for our
socialist society and to adapt the content of educafion to

. the spirit of the popular revolution, on the basis of the

Marxist-Leninist ideology. The educational reform enacted
in 1946 served as the fundamental ground-work for the
attainment of this objective. - o

In ‘August 1949, the People’s Assembly passed the law
on the educational reform in the PR of Albania, under which
the structure of the educational system for all its levels was
defined, and the main orientations for the working out of
new programs and texibooks, and for the introduction of
radical ideological and scientific transformations into the
content of education, were laid down. :

The educational reform of 1946 and the many measures
to ensure its implementation, paved the way for the funda-
mental democratization of the educational system in Albania.

Among the most important measures for the realization
of this program of -democratization, were:

- the realization of compulsory education, at first through
the 4-years elementary school, and, later, the creation of
the conditions that would permit its extension with higher

eycles, that is, the T-year school;

- the realization of education free of t:havgé for all chil-
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dren in all the categories of schools, and the abolishment of
all school taxes and fees for all levels of education; .

- the creation of a single school system, including the
seven-year school and the secondary schools of general or

professional education, after the liquidation of closed-cycle

schools, like the former elementary agricultural schoals of

a seasonal character, the various complementary schools, the

incomplete secondary schools, the work-schools, etc. as well as

the establishment of the system of free promotion through

the suppression of preliminary examinations, competitions
and so on; : T ' _ '
-the rediction of the school term of the second cycle

" trom 13 to 11 years, since this was advantageous both

for the state and society as- well as for the workers, the
parents of the school children; ' : :

-the extension of the.school system - through opening
new schools everywhere; there are children enough fo form
a class; . ' '

- the gradual extension of dormitories and the system of -

bursaries for the children of workers, and above ali, peasants.

The school reform laid down a number of other_’demo-
eratic and socialist principles for popular education, with the
aim of ensuring the popular, secular, and unified character of
the school, of ensuring the complete equality of the two sexes
in -educational matters, of strengthening the national character
of the school, of ensuring the right te ‘education in the natio-
nal language, etc. ) - e

It paved the road for the creation of a complete single
‘school system, with all the forms and categories, including
superior education which did not exist before, and which

was crystallized a few years after, in the beginning of the

fifties. o
Besides, it opened the way for the creation of & new
popular, democratic and social school in content, Radical
changes were made in feaching plans, programs and
text-books, as well as in all the process of the teaching and
educational work. . :

In this period, education developed vigorously.” Two

examples illustrate this quite amply. In the 1938-1939 school-

year Albania had 643 elementary. schools w-ith 1,349 beachgrs,
whereas in the 1944-1945 school-year, the first year following
Liberation, when the country had just emerged from the war
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and a great number of schools had been burned down, da-
maged, closed down, or abandoned, the number of elemeniary
schools increased to 928 and that of teachers working in them
to 1,743. In 1945-1946 there were 1.097 schools, whereas one
year later their number meached '1,609. As can be seen, the
number . of elementary schools increased by 512 within a
single year. . | . ' o . 2
: In this period the first steps towards the setting up of

" higher education were taken. A two-year teacher training school

for the seven-year schools was set up. Five years later, the
Teachers Training Institute, the Higher Institute of Agrono-
my, and the Higher Polytechnical School were sef up. In 1852,

to these higher schools were added the Higher Institute

of Medicine and the Higher School of Economics, whereas
in 1954 the Higher Juridical Institute was opened. In 1257
all these institutes and higher schools, with the exception of
the Higher Institute of Agronomy, merged to form the
University of Tirana. During the same period, the State Con-
servatory, the Higher School of Dramatic Art and the Higher
School of Figurative Arts (which have now been grouped toge-
ther to form the Higher Institute of Arts), the Institute of
Physical Culture and Sports, the Three-year Teacher Training
Institute in Shkodra as well as a number of filials of the

University of Tirana and higher instituies were set up.

Likewise, the elementary school was made compulsory in
1951-1952 and efforts were made towards the development
of the 7-yedr school, which, in turn, became compulsory in
1952; a complete system of technical-vocational schools was
also set up. : '

The decade 1955-1965 marked a further qualifative and, -
especially, ideclogical improvement in the field of education.
In 1960, the school system was reorganized, with. important
improvements made both.in the content of school and the
methods of teaching; considerable changes were made in
the programs with the aim of raising their scientific level,
effective measures were adopted to link school with life,
teaching with practical work, according ic the concrete pos-

- gibilities of each disirict and each town; physical work as

well as a number of new subjects of polytechnical character
were introduced. The secondary schools were predominantly in-
dustrial and agriewltural. At thiz time, the term of study

for the T7-year schocls of general education was extended
to 8 years. . B
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As a result of these measures, education in Albania

- assumed an unprecedented extension. The network of clemen-

tary schools extended all over the country, obligatory 8-year
education was rigorously applied, secondary educaiion. exten-
ded rapidly and higher education marked  further devtlop-
ment. Our school gystem as a whole advanced on the revolu-
tionary -socialist road. It adapted and 'enriched the best
patridtic traditions, the secular, democratic and revolutionary
character of the Albanian school.

However, in spite of all these resuits, the Albanian-

school still had shortcomings impairing its QEvelopment and
the effective discharge of its new tfasks which were set to

it in conformity with the stage of the- country’s 'develop- .

ment. The old educational system, especially _in the'secon-
dary and higher schools, did not quite sufficiently link up
teaching with production work and prevent the development
of petty-bourgeois intellectualism. The massive characier of

education in these two forms of schools was not broad enough. -

It did not sufficiently include people from the production
sector. The old system did not contribute enough to the narro-
wing of the distinctions between -physical and mental work,
between town and countryside. Finally it did not combine
satisfactorily lessons with manual work and with physmai and
military fraining. :

The elimination of these shortcomings called for a recast

! entire educational system. The guestion of the revolu-
: t?c:ufn??;tion of education became a problem in which the entire
public opinion participated. Responding to the call of 1;11::31
Party, a great popular discussion, the_ 'flrst of the kin
in the history of our school, was initiated all over the
country, It was a broad discussion of a’ massive character
unseenn before. Hundreds of  thousands of people, teachers
and students, cadres of the educational system, of the sec-
" tors of culiure and production, parents and workers of all
walks of life, participated in the discussion which took place
in all the schools, enterprises and state institutions, as well

as in the agricultural cooperatives, in every party arganization
_and the mass organizations, in every city quarter and hamlet.

Besides the great public discussion which was opened in the

press, more tham 21,000 meetings and consuliative groups,

with the participation of about 600,000 people, or more than
half of the adult population of the country, at which 160,000

.*""."-‘ ..
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people coniributed to the discussion, took place all over the
country. This is fresh evidence of the fact that the education

in Albania is a major guestion of concern to the Party, the

people’s power, the entire people and society. .
It is a living example of genuine democracy in action,

* which grows and extends in the conditions of the dictatorship -
_of the proletariat, and which has created. boundless possibili- .

ties' for the voice of the broad masses of working people
to be heard, analysed and summed up. B

In the course of this popular discussion, the whole of
the educational system was brought under criticism. This
eriticism was not a partial or marginal one, which dealt with
only one aspect or some sector of schoel work. On the

contrary, its objective was to bring about the general and .

radical revolutionization of the school, and in the first place,
its contents, the revolutionization of the system of teaching

and the structure of the school, of teaching methods, the
- method of direction, of education and of the work at school.

It bore on the fundamental concepis of the role of school

. in our socialist sociely, the communist education of the

vounger generations and all the masses, as well ag the
very essence of the process of communist education, its
contents and main aspects. So the criticism in this field was
a powerful and all-round attack on the whole of the old
school system. It was not limited only to political and ideo-
logical considerations, but also covered concréte pedagogical
problems.In the course of the popular discussion the tenden-

cies of making a fetish of the role of school, considering it
as the only source of culture, were attacked and the -

thesis according to which learning is acquired neot only -at

. school but also .in life, that the school is a component part

of life itself and that life is the greatest school, a permanent
school, was expounded. This conclusion has great theoretical
and practical importance, since it helps understand the place
and role of the school and education in social activities, and

‘the fact that the revolutionary practice, political, social,

productive, and other activities coupled with the organized
and systematic education at school, play a decisive role in
the communist €ducation of the younger generation and the
working masses. From the practical standpoint, this conclusion
has a decisive importance for the fight against the tendencies
of stuffing school programs with. superflous erudition of . an

25 < 117 A
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aedic character, of overloading programs and text-
ebﬁgiglﬁi-‘ch notions remotely connected with practice and 11f:s:1,
of overestimating the knowledge gained from books an
of underestimating the knowledge and. education acquired
through political and social activities, 1n the course of .th‘e
ideological class struggle, in the productive work az_ld sc1er11j;ft—
fic experimentation by the masses, and in the course of life.
nd practice. o _ L

? Euring the popular discussion the la_rge_ masses made many
valuable suggestions as to the vevolutionization of -the con-

tents, methods, and structure of the school. Many contributions

. to the discussion raised the need for placing physical_and mili-
tary traihing along with and on the same level as Iessops,
and for building school work on the hasis of the fpllowmg
three . elements: lessons, production work and physical and
military training. They also underlined the necessity _a:nd
asefulness of the existence of a variety of schools, beginning
from the 8-year school, and of giving them a mass character.
Many ideas were put forward for the nnprovemgnt of the
contents of ‘lessons, above all, for the strengthemng of the
Marxist-Leninist ideological axis and for the further improve-
ment of the teaching and education methods.

i i important

As the great popular discussion de_ve}oped, impor .
ideas were put forward for the further extension of the fschool.l
‘NMew secondary . schools were . opened in “the wvillages,

< n some cities and important work centres university
E E{gf(?g:signd filials of higher schools were opened. In 'th1ls
manner, branches of the Pedagogical Ingtltute, the‘ .Instrtuie
.of Agronomy and - others were opened in some citles, apd
branches of the university in some of the largest industrial
S. : _
centrTehe criticism of the old system was conducted parallel
- with a systematic work for finding the mosi_: appropriate fc_)ﬁ'ms
" of agsisting the progress ol education. 'I‘_o this end, the teachers
_together with their students and pupils worl.{ed to d_xscov-er
new forms and methods of linking lessons with prachce. So
schools have been transformed into experlmen-taj:lon centres
alive with the creative thinking of the masses. Sc1efnt1f1c
experimentation and research for the mos_t rgtmnal : om;;
of school work have become a method of all the Feachers, Oll
and young, without exception. Every school, big or slma .
has become a centre of study of these problems, ._,w1th almos
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all the teaching staff, with the participation of students and
pupils, working on studies and theses, many of them exten-
ding over 2 or 3 years.-The studies and theses are examined
by special commissions and the pedagogical councils of each
school. ' . : :
' The problems of the method and style of work have
aroused the interest of the students, pupils and their parents,
.who have encouraged these éxperiments, too. The fact that
the students and their parents are aware of the benefit accru-
ing from experimentation work, and the periodical analysis
of the results obtained in it, has raised their ideological for-
mation to a high level, has increased their sense of duty
towards all the problems of the schoel, and their ability to
participate in and contribute to the practical solution of the
many and gieat problems which our school faces today.
Every school has its own experience, which grows

. richer and is spread to the others, The experience gained

in the course of the revolutionary movements and actions
«of the masses is analysed and summed up in .conferences

. and sessions, and considered something -of extremely great

value for the progréss of the work at the school. To this end
museums have been set up at schools, which carefully pre-

“serve documents connected with the revolutionary movements

and all important documents of the school which have to
do with its experience.

During the popular discussion for the revolutionization

~of the school, the text-books of all subjects weére analysed

thoroughly. Most wvaluable opinions for the improvement of
text-books, in conformity with the new demands, were
advanced by the pariicipants in the discussion who were

_ guided by the principle that the contents of the text-hooks

is one of the principal elements on which the educational
work is based and that, without relying on correct ide-

" ological, scientific and pedagogical principles, it is impos-
. gible to -achieve the communist education of the younger

generation. Editing groups, comprising teachers, pedagogues,
professors, scientific workers and production workers of all
the regions of the ecountry were set up in order to compile
aboui 500 new text-books for all the categories of 8-year
and secondary schools. . :

The line of the masses was the guiding line in the process
of the compilation of text-books, it enabled the teachers,
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students and pupils and their parents to control all the work
done and to make their contribution. Every single chapter
of the mew text-books was subjected to detfailed analy-
ses by the teachers and other working people, open discus-

sions were . organized on this subject, and the compilers

reflected all the valuable suggestions and criticisms on the
new texi-books. Beside, every new. text-book, before being
submiited to the Ministry of Education and Culture for
final approval, was given for discussion to a large circle

of specialists and teachers. They are constantly improved .

and checked up against the latest achievements. Discussion
of texi-books coniinues uninterruptedly in the press and
in the various meetings even after they are published.
The new text-books have a national character, reflect
the Albanian life, the democratic and revolutionary traditions
of the Albanian people. . -
They. have been so written as 1o connect theoretical
knowledge with the practice of production. To this end.

various corcepts, theories and laws in scientific and technical

text-books have been treated in close conmection with the
field of their applicatior in life, practice, and production. On
the other hand, text-books, and in particular those on techno-

logy, illustrate problems of production,. the socialist industry -

and -agriculture, and at the same time political, technical and
technelogical problems, the successes achieved in these fields
and the development of the technical-scientific revolution in
Albania, ete. o - .

So, the organization of this popular discussion was an
effective way of drawing the opinidn of the large masses of
the people on the problems of the school. Apart from this,
the conclusions of the popular discussion were taken up
 for analysis in one of the gpecial plenums of the Central
Committee of the Party, in which the relevant decisions
were taken. At the end of 1069 the law on the new -educa-
tional system was approved. This law is a summing-up and
concentrated expression of the farsightedness and experience
'of the working people, which were manifested during this
popular discussion. : o -
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The new educational system — a complete
and advanced system '

The educational system approved in November 1969, as
a complete and advanced system, is a powerful weapon in the
hands of the working class for the formation of a people’s
intelligentsia loyal to socialism and for the education of the
younger generation, which will carry the revolution through
to its final and complete triumph. ' :

Baged on the principles of socialist demoeracy, it is perme-
ate:d through and through hy the Marxist-Leninist ideological
axis and develops on the basis of the organic link of lessons
with production woérk and physical and military training.

The school system includés the pre-schoal education
forms, the general 8-year education, the secondary education

. and the higher education schools.

The school system in Albania comprises the general edu-
cation for the school youth and the education for the workers
and peasants. If is given through a complete system of schools

. of different categories, which are connected with one another:

and extend constantly. : : .

Under the law on the new educational system, the
pre-school education is an organic link of the educational sys-
tern; it has become general, but not obligatory. . '

+

Development of pre-school edueation' -

Years ' 1938 - 1960 1970 1979
Number of kindergartens 23 434 - 1,422 2,541
Children” : 24,34 23,05 47,524 83,607

 Teachers _ 49 1,004 2,440 3920

The final objective of the pre-school educational system’
is to achieve the social education of the children of the 3-6
years age-group; it ensures their physical and intellectual
development, endows them with the elements of communist
mqral'ity and ‘prepares them to enter school. The pre-school
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education is given through the network of kindergarlens and
orphanages.

- The 8-year education is the basic level of the educational
system; it is general and obligatory for all the children of
6 years of age. The 8-year school, in general, is different and
divided from the secondary school. It comprises all the clas-
ses, from the first 40 the eighth, whereas the primary school

no longer exists as such. This category of gchool imparts the.

elementary notions of ideology, polifics and morality of
aesthetics and physics to the school children, giving at the
same time a general culture to them, cultivaiing.in ‘them
the love and habits of work. Its aim is to enable them to
. pursue the secondary school end fo participate in the social
fife and the socialist produection. It implants in them the
first notions and elements of military training. -

In comparison with the situation existing in 1938, the
number of pupils in the 8-year schools increased 10.3 fold,
and that of teachers in them increased 18 fold.

The lower technical-professional education and the secon-
dary education are builf, on the basis of the 8-year educa-
tion. The former comprises the lower fechnical vocational
schools, national and local, full-time and part-time, the vari-

ous schools and courses of a mass character, apart from the’
regular educational system. These schools, which have been.

opened in town and countryside, train workers for the heeds
of the couniry. The aim of the lower technical-vocational
schools is 10 ensure the widespread of the elemenis of techni-
cal science, as the most appropriate form of raising the
technical and vocational level of the workers and peasants.
In the part-time schools of this category the courses last two
years and give eclements of theoretical knowledge to ihe
pupils. : )
" The lower vocational schools, both full-time and part-
time, are as @ general rule, characterized by a relatively
narrow specialization, The training of qualified workers is
thus realized in the form of paid apprenticeship, a practice
which' is. becoming more and more widespread in the country
not only as a component part of the reguiar system of edu-
cation, but also as a suitable form of ensuring the new
gualified work force. : :
The setting up of the full-time lower technical vocational
schools and the admission to a probation period, the training
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of the new work force, are realized according to a state plan, -

on the basis of the needs of the country’s economy.
-Secondary education is reéalized through the vocational

schools of different profiles and the secondary schools of

‘general education. However, all the secondary vocaiional and

general schools have the same duration. The level of general
knowledge envisaged under the programs of the secondary
vocational schools is more or less of the same level as that
of the secondary schools of general education. A new feature
of this category is the marked polytechnical character of the
secondary school of general education and its linking with
the productive work, ’

" 'The new system encourages the extension of the profes-
sional secondary schools, the industrial, agricultural and cen-
siruction schools and other vocational schools of the socio-
cultural fields, the pedagogical, economic, financial, medical,
art, and other schools. They train middle cadres of about 70
specialities including mechanics, eleciricity, radio and TV repair,
building, ‘economics, medical service, theatre, music, teaching,
foreign languages, etc. And this at a time whea before Li-
beration the few existing secondary schools trained pupils
only for 7 specialities. : .

The new educational system promotes the development
of the part-time schools for workers and peasants, which
have been set up at the economic enterprises and agricultural
cooperatives, or on a district level. Such 4-year secondary
schools have only a narrow specialization, and train pupils in
one or more branches. = - S

- The secondary school of general education relies on three
components: lessons — productive work — physical and military
training. The tendency is to increase its polytechnical charac-
ter, to link it closely with production, and make it distinc-
tly different from the old gymnasium, inherited from bour-
geois society, which was only for a privileged élite, fostered in-
iellectualism and careerism, the tendency to go through fto
the higher studies at all costs, regarding this as the only me-
ans to dodge the direct work in production and to do only
office work. By finally and definitely eliminating these short~
comings of the old school, the new school trains young revo-
lutionaries ready to do any job for the good of the Homeland
and socialism. ' : '

The secondary school of general education retains from
the former programs the main subjects of general culture. At
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the same time it has realized the linking up of the lessons
with work on the ‘theoretical and practical plane for many
professions which have become widespread, and there where
it is not possible, - for one single profession, - always in
conformity with -the concrete conditions of the place where
the school is situated. ' : _
The preductive work has been organized in all schools
of general education of the country, In the schools which
do not possess their own production base the students carry
out their productive work in an enterprise. They sit for

examinations both for the subjects of general culture and for.

their period of practice in production. At the same time as
the diploma the students receive a document which states their
qualification level as workers. The. enterprises are supposed
to give them a job once they have-finished the school.

Compared with 1938, in the school-year 1978-1979 Albania
had about 24.1 times as many secondary schools and 84.6
times as many students in them. ' B

The strueture of the school year in all the secondary
schools is as follows: six months and a half of studies (inclu-
ding two weeks of physical education), two months and a
half of productive work, one month of military training and
two months of holidays (the first two grades have two. months
of productive work and two months and a half holidays).
" The creation of a single structure of the school year for
all the types of secondary schools, the tendency to raise
the level of general culture in - the professional secondary
schools, the emphasis on the polytechnical character of the
secondary schools of general education and their ever closer
linking with the productive work, all these are important
innovations which, without affecting the diversity of the
secondary schools, on the whole, consiituie an improvement
in the essence of the secondary education as.a system, in the
contents of the teaching and educative work of our secon-
dary school, in its structure and its methods. :

In the secondary school the studenis acquire a solid
Marxist-Leninist formation, scientific and polytechnical know-
ledge, and on the basis of the organic unity oi lessons with
productive work and physical and military training, reach a

theoretical level and gain practical habits which enable them

‘to participate directly in social production, in the defence of
the Homeland, and to pursue higher studies. :
The students, boys and girls, who finish the full-time se-

T R

. SCHOOL TOR ALL 393

condary schools of general or professional education, in {own.
and coutryside, have to go through an obligatory period of
one year probation in production work before they can
pursue higher studies. With the introduction of the period.
of probation in production, our socialist pedagogy has opened.
a new page in the world pedagogical thinking. N

The first place dnd the greatest part of the time of study

~ at school is justly devoted to the teaching of theory and the:
acquiring of the fundamentals of science. It is only on this.

basis that the younger generations can gain solid scientific and
professional knowledge. Apart from this, in the course of the:
four years of school, the linking of theory with practice, of
lessons with productive work, is realized according to the
program and structure of the school. This connection becomes:
still more complete with the introduction. of the probation.
period in production, which is not just an appendage 1o but
an integral part of ihe theoretical formation of the younger
generation, : : o : i

During the. probation period, the students do manual
work side by .side with the workers and peasants, on any’

‘front of production, but as a rule, in the sectors which cor-

respond to the activity to which they are destined in the future..
The one-year probation, beginning from the graduation.

"from the secondary school, is necessary because it is the only

way of educating and tempering the school boys and girls.
in the spirit of the working class and cooperative peasantry.

In this manner, the students are moulded as revolutionaries

and imbuded with .the qualities of the working class, they
become aware of the great importance of social preduction,
accept the rule and discipline of production, iake an active-
part in ail the political, ideological and cultural activities
of the working people. Thus, the one-year probation in pro-
duction is a real sieve through which pass all those who
aspire to pursuing higher studies, because the working class. .
does not permit those who have not shown their revolution- .
ary qualities to become cadres and leaders. The probation
in production is a period during which the boys and girls.
from secondary schools submit themselves to the direct control
of the working class, thréugh which and with whose per-
mission alone they can pursue higher studies. - '

The objective of the Albanian school is to train a stratum
of intelligentsia which does not aspire to commanding posts,
but only to serving the ideology of the working class and’
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its state power with great devotion. During the probation
period of the students, the working class “has its say with
great authority and with a great sense of duty about who
amongst the probationists is worth militating in the ranks of

the - people’s intelligentsia, who is most loyal to the Party, -

the people, and socialism. : .
The probation period is -a brilliant expression of the

proletarian democracy in action, it enables the workers and -

peasants, as the real masters of the country, to choose for
themselves the future higher cadres. - ' :

From the desks of the secondary and higher schools come
‘out thousands of specialists who have their say in the work
for the direction and management of the economy and in the
socialist organization of labour. However, this cannot be

achieved inside of the laboraiories and theaires of higher =

schools. During the period of probation in production the pupil
and student acquires the qualities of the leader and organizer

which -he will need in his future work as a medium or.
higher cadre. In this context, the period of probation con- '

stitutes an important indispensable link in the general forma-
tion of the specialists who will carry on the work of socialist
production. o _ :

The probation is an essential link which connects 'school
still more closely with the economic activity of enterprises,
with the needs and demands of production. It is an important
historical factor in the development of education in the

People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, for the consolidation '

of the dictatorship of the proletariat and for the further revo-
lutionization of the school. : :

Higher education is given at the University and the
other full-time and part-time educational institutes. Part-time
school is oné of the essential forms which makes this type
of education more massive and reises the theoretical and
scientific level of the workers and peasants. Admission to this
category of higher school is free for all those who along with
their regular work carry on studies, for those who have
finitshed secondary school and who have done at least one
year of work in production. ]

The workers who graduate from- the part-time schools
must, as a general rule, complete one year of preparatory
studies in order to raise their scientific and technical level
to that required for admission to the corresponding high-
er schools. ' . '

s R s -
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Before Liberation no higher.s'chodls existed in Albania,
whereas today the counilry has the University of Tirana, seven
different faculties (for the arts, agriculture, pedagogy, ete))

“and branches of these faculties in various cities and dis-
" triets so that the schools are as close to work and -resi-

dential ecentres as possible, Higher education has reached
such a level of development that today it is in a position to
fulfil all the needs of the country for higher cadres. In fact,
in the system of higher education cadres in more than 60
different specialifies are trained. . _
' The aim ol the system of higher education is to form
revolutionary specialists, imbued with the spirit of prole-
tarian revolutionaries, who -are ideclogically and politically
moulded to respond to the demands of modern science and
technique and the development of the economy: and culture
in Albania, and able, on the theoretfical and practical plane, to
work for society and {o guarantee the defence of the Homeland. -
The courses of study in the higher schools last 3, 4 and
5 years. At the present stage these are the most suitable terms,
which enable most workers and peasants, and especially the
shudents of worker and peasant origin, to enrol in the higher
studies. The cycle of higher studies in the part-time system

'is, ag a tule, ohe year longer than those of the corresponding

pranches of the full-time system. .

~ The structure of the school-year in all the higher schools
and in their branches is the same: 7 months of Tessons, 2
months -of productive work, one month of military training

- and 2 months of holidays.

Admission of students to” higher schools is made on the
basis of the following fundamental criteria: political record,
progress in studies, result of probation in “production, and
conduct, As for the admission of students to the schools
of the ideological specialities, the political criterion is rigo-
rously applied. : .

In order io be admitted to the higher schools, the students
must have the recommendation of the school collective (includ-
ing the teaching staff, the youth organization), and the favou-
rable opinion of the working collective at which the student
has done his probation work. This is indispensable ‘and deci--
sive for admission to higher schools, part-time and full-time.

The new system- lays a strong emphasis on the mass
character of our educational system, This is achieved in two
ways: first, by increasing the number of students in the
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" existing branches of the full-time education system, as well as
by setiing up new branches and specialitie§; and second, by
extending part-time school at the existing higher schools, as
well as by creating branches of the university and the facul-
fies in the districts where there are no higher schools.:

The further gqualitication of higher cadres is carried ocut

through the qualification and specialization courses which

are attended by these who have finished their higher siudies
and have worked in production. In the future these courses
will be further extended. In these courses the  cadres of
different specialities deepen their knowledge. B

Albania today trains in one year 12 {imes as many higher
cadres as it had in 1938, In 1980 the. country had over 46,000
higher cadres. : :

The popular character of the educational B
system in the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania

.The-poﬁular character of the Albanian scheol is expres-

“sed in the tasks and the rele it has in the social, economie
~and cultural life, and in its revolutionary contents and forim.
It makes a primary contribuiion to moulding and educating
the new man with communist ideals, making him loyal to
the end to the cause of the Party, closely linked with the
working -people, an unwavering fighter for the construction
of socialism and the defence of Marxism-Leninism. Man is
the decisive factor in_ all activities, however, the extent of
his role depends largely on his world outlook, his level of
consciousness, his cultural horizon and his technical-profes-
sional abilities. These are different aspects of the same pro-
cess of education; however priority is given to thé ideological,
political and moral education of the new man. : '
The mew school plays a great active role in the struggle
for the economic and cultural development of the ‘country.
In the conditions of the increasing mechanization and auto-
mation of production, our schools train enough workers and
cadres who are in a position to meet the expansion of produc-
tfion and capable of satisfying the needs of all the branches
of the economy and culture, It ensures the continuous raising

of the theoretical, scientific and cultural level of the working -

masses and the working class in particular, making them ever
- better prepared for playing a leading role in our socialist
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society and for exercising an effective and decisive control in
all fields of activity., From this viewpoint our school makes a
growing coniribution to the sirengthening of the dictatorship
of the proletariat and ensuring the complefe and final triumph
of secialism, in our country. _ ' .

“The new school plays an equally important role in the
progressive reduclion and subsequent elimination of the es-
seritial differences between intellectual and manual work
so that this old division of labour -ceases to exist and fis
replaced by the form of organization of production in which
every one takes parl in productive activities, and that work
in production serves each member of  society and allows
him to develop his own physical and mental capa-
ecities in all divections and to use them to the best advan-
tage of society. Of course, the essential distinctions between:
mental and manual work will be altogether liguidated with
the transition to communist society. However, in Albania,
even at the present stage, effective measures have been taken -
in order to narrow down these distinctions, and school is
one of the powerful levers 1o atiain this objective. In fact,
the school serves the constant raising of the level of educa-
tion- and culture of the large masses, contributing, at the
same time, to linking the school youth with manual work, the
integrating of the masses of school youth with ihe masses of
workers and peasants. _ : .

The new school serves the progressive - reduction, and

 subsequently, the liquidation of the distinctions between town

and countryside, between industry and agriculture, hetween
the working class and cooperativist péasantry; it enables the-

_ younger generation to assimilate rapidly in practice a given

system of production and then to go over successively, ac-
cording to the needs of society and the abililies of eaa;h,
from one branch ol production to the other, from industrial
activities to agricultural ones, and vice-versa, instead of reser-
ving these sectors exclusively to the working class and ‘the
cooperativist peasantry, two different categories of people:

- townspeople and peasants.

The new school plays an impertant role in making the
defence of the Homeland and the gains of socialism secure .
against the threat of local enemies and against the danger
of foreign aggression. It educaies the younger geneljaj:ion
with the spirit of patriotism, so as to make great sacrifices.
even the supreme sacrifice, for the defence of the Homeland
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k]
and socialism, while tempering them to grow physically strong
and militarily prepared. The realization of the three compo-
nents of our new school: lesson — productive work — physi-
cal and military training, constitutes one of the essential means
for ensuring the linking of the school closely with social
and political life, creates the conditions for the participation
of the school youth in all the revolutionary movements and
initiatives of the masses which continuously invigorate the
whole life of the couniry, and consiituies the implementation
of the militant slogan «We must think, work and live like

revolutionaries», in the educative work of the school youth. -

The new educational system endows the school youth
with a sound cultural, scientific and polytechnical general
formation. In the Albanian school the organic link of lessons
with manual work, of theory with practice, is realized on the
basis of the priority of theory over the work in production,

which, as an auxiliary faclor, ensures the ideo-political tem-.

pering of the pupil and the student in the course of productive
work, helps him io grow morally inflexible and physically
strong and healthy, and enables him to assimilate the style
~ and method of work of the working class, and its spirit of dis-

cipline. At school, without in the least underreating the value
of practice and the indispensability of the linking of theory
with practice, the greatest part of the time is devoted to the

study of theory, science; the tendencies of self contentment,

practicism and narrow professionalism, which lead to the
underrating. of the theory, the vulgar tendencies leading fo
abstract and empty politicism, as well as the conservative
attitudes towards the achievements of science and modern

technique are combated, and ways and means are sought

to liquidate them : T

The combination of lessons with productive work consti-
‘tutes an important imeans of education and revolutionary
ideological and moral tempering of the youth. The old bour-
geois concept, according to which the school is exclusively a
place of instruction and education, has been fully rejected
and replaced by a new socialist concept, according to which
the school is a place of education and work.

The combination of lessons with work, of theory with

practice, gradually lead to the polytechnization of the school, and
together, contribute to the narrowing of the essential distine-
tions between mental and manual work, to the consiant
raising of the cultural, technical and scientific level of the
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working people and the stafi of engineers and technicians.
The gradual polytechnization of the school also serves the
development of the technical-scientific revolution, the com-
plete construction of the material and technical hase of socia-
lism in Albania. In this manner the distinctions in the voca-
tional, cultural and scientific and technical levels of the
workere of these categories, are reduced.

“The third component. of the new school, following the
implementation of the new system of education, consists
in the physical and military training of the pupils and students.

- The Albanian school, as.a- weapon of the dictatorship of the

proletariat and an element of the superstructure, has the jcask
of defending the Homeland. The school youth are trained

o handle weapons and become able soldiers ready to defend

the Homeland in all eircumstances.

The mass charactei' of the school

In the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania more than -
one fourth of .the population atiends scheol. During the
school-year 1979-1980 about 722,000 people, or 30 .per cent.
of the fotal population of the country, attended various schools.

This figure is 12.4 times greater than that of the year 1938.
I before Liberation only 5.6 per cent of the population went
to school, this figure today has reached 30 per cent. Almost
every family has one or more of its members going to school.

If the country continued to train its higher cadres at

the rates reached in King Zog's regime, it would "have taken .

Albania more than 80 years to train the number of cadres
who now graduate from the higher schools in one year.

The universities of a number of European countries have
centuries of history, whereas the University .of Tirana has

~only two decades of experience on iis record. However, Al-

bania has surpassed a number of «advanced- cduntries as to
the number of students in relation o its population.

The mass character of the Albanian school is even more
striking in the new system of education, which lays greater
stress on the mass character of education. With this new
system the whole of the country has been “+ransformed into
2 school, into a great centre of study and education. It creates
tavourable conditions for all the working people to go to
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-school, o study and experiment, to develop production abreast
with the achievements of science, This is a cultural and
educational revolution, which ‘covers all walks of life.

The pronounced mass character of the Albanian school
is a phenomenon unseen before, as regards extension and
range of its objectives. It will gradually raise the cultural,
scientifie, technical and professional level of all the masses of
the working people and the ecooperativists to the level of se-
condary and higher cadres; it will bring about the further
extension of secondary schools to the countryside, and finally
include the greatest possible number of girls in the secondary
.and higher schools, which will help in the work for their tur-
‘ther emancipation.

The mass character of the school, as an important gues-
tion of principle, is connected with Ldeolog:cal political and
social questions. It is directed towards the constant increase

of the participation of the whole people in the complex poli-

“tical and social life of the couniry, the deepening of prole-
tarian demeocracy, the uprooting of the dangerous ills of
‘bureaucracy, the gradual reduction of the distinctions - be-

tween town and countryside, mental and manual work, the

prevention of the creation of an élite of the «privilegeds,
‘which is the cause and source of the emergence of revisionism.

In order to make education the real patrimony  of
the workers, peasants and their children, discrepancies in the
level of general culture given in the secondary schools of
various orientations have been eliminated, the practice of
compétition for admission to higher schools has been abolished.
. In Albania the schools are interconnected, and from the social
. viewpoint, there is no discrimination in the educational sys-
tem. Pupils and students are not divided into categories: some
destined 1o remain workers or simple technicians and some,
the elected, the most capable, destined to become intellec-
tuals and specialists of the higher skills, By rapidly impart-
ing a mass character to seconddry education, and later fo the

higher education, by creating secondary schools of different

types, by ensuring a basic scientific level for all the secon-
dary schools of gemeral education and for the professional
schools, by considerably extending the secondary schools and,
hand in hand with this, the higher institutes. for part-time
studies, all the barriers which impeded the workers, peasants

and their children from attending the schools of their choice’

have been overcome,
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The part-time vocational schools at the enterprises, and

. the part-time evening schools at the agricultural cooperatives:

enable people of different professions and ages, young and
grown-ups, ail those who for different reasons have not been
able to attend and finish full-time school, to attend courses
in these -schools,

Education for the adult poPulatlon was set up as early as
the . first months after the liberation of the country, and
became definite in the 1846-1947 school-year when evening

_courses for adult workers were first opened. Later correspons-
_dence courses were also set up as a system. At the present
" time, this type of education has grown extensively with

schools of different categories functioning regularly at every
entlerprise,

Facilities for school attendance by the workmg people
are envisaged in a number of dispositions and special decisions.
The part-time schools and courses co-ordinate their time-table
with the working hours, so that the workers can attend studies
without harming their jobs. The evening or correspondence
courses are open three dimes a week,

By decision of the Council of Ministers, February 20, 1870,
for the revision and amendment of the previous dlSpOSltlonS,
the workers and employees, who attend evening courses. or

_correspondence courses in the secondary and higher schools

work reduced hours — a.6-hours work-day without reduction
of pay, whereas those who attend the 8-year schools have a
weekly -reduction of 3 hours’ work.

- The workers have the right to an extra paid leave to sit
for examinations; .

— 8 days to sit for an examination for each subject of the
8-year and secondary schools: the total ]eave cannot be ex-
tended beyond 15 days a year;

— 20 days to sit for examinations in the hlgher evening
schools, 8 days to sit for final examinations at the end of the
8-year school (both the outside Ca‘ﬂdldate and the pupils of
the evening courses);

— 25 days to sit for exammatmns at the end of the year
of higher studies (correspondence -courses);

— 8 days to sit for all the final examinations of the 8-year
school evening course:

— 25 days to sit for the state examinations and bache-
lor’s examinations in the higher evening schocls, and. 30 days
for the defence of a thesis.

2r — 117 A
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' ' thening of
the context of the measures for the sirengthen
the f':sass echaracter of the school, great efforts are made to

{rain thousands of ieachers.

' Favourable conditions of study

'he iali i ibilities for the work-
The socialist state gives all the possi work
ing people and their children to go to school. Education n

Albania is free of charge for all categories of schools. The.

i i i In fact, at the
invests considerable funds in this sector.
Spt::sinutwstage the state spends in four days 2s much as was.

spent for the same purpose in the whole year in 1938. The -

training of a cafdrﬁ‘ coitsdi'fe};ei ;ti;i_ }1;{;1{31; ;han 2%,000 leks ix-‘n
the f'gl?g gﬁ;ri?s Oandlsstfxdents pay nobfegs c;fé Sany kind, on the
CanI?;}criermiEg 'git?;;{;m}ll:: erzgﬁﬁesugiarthe' past, thcvie 5}&30’:.2
el 3 SO0 ST o e o
- :‘i:}:i}?, ﬁee;:,figf;asfobig merchants. Only in extremely rare cases

conld the sons of the workers, or peasants benefit state bur- -

saries.
ati d masses to attend

te education and to encourage the broa _ ;
:t:?loi)ls, has continuously ezid:encf?le;l1 _ trllxe Sﬁf&? soffudiiizar;isci

t present thousands of higher s nts ¢
:c]):ofx}i]:atjui‘t pas many pupils of other schools benefit stat_e
bws??e:'number of cities and work centres th’efre arefhosqsé:
in which the children of work;:frs’ aatlnlcl tgias;;gsibl}ﬁ%gees i?oTl tlhe

i ‘study, The hostels offer all bili .
: gggsiacl:li asnchI— r{'iora] development of children: boarding, lodging,

cultural and sports facilities, ete,

Amongst other things, the hostels cultivate the love of.

work among the school children who carry ml themselves
all the services in the dormitories and dining-h :ﬁe' agricul
. Tn. the distribution of bursaries, espemal'ly in b el
tural specialities, priority is given to the children o 1 topthe
sans “espeialy §o the young s, 1L, Sove L )
children of the peasanfs living 1 zone vﬂléges
' _ After finishing school, they return to )
gﬂ:lnt\xrgrkAir}: the profesgs'ion for which they hgve studlet_l.

Atfter Liberation, the socialist state, in its efforts. to pro-
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- Besides this, the state has opened ecatering and other units,
such as baths, laundries, etc-free of charge for pupils and
students. Pupils and students beneifit price reductions also for
cultural activities, Apart from the bursary, which guarantees
food and lodging for the students and pupils, the state provides
a certain category of them with books and clothing free of
charge. -

Great atftention is attached to the cultured recreation of
the pupils and students, through the organization of various
activities for the ideological, cultural, artistic and scientific
educations of the youth. ' o

On the green hills commanding the capital is nestled the
student town, with the cinema palace, a spacious modern build-
ing at the foot of the hill, It has a rich library, halls for con-
ferences and in-doors sports activities as well ag a bar. The
students organize discussions and meetings on social and
scientific problems there. The students’ artistic groups carry on.
their regular activities. The «Student» sports club, which has a
membership of hundreds of sportsmen and sportswomen, has
frequently been honoured with medals and diplomas in the
various national sports activities.

The development of socialist democraéy in the
Albanian school '

The revolutlonization of the school is connected with the
method of direction of all school activities. In Albania the
bureaucratic and technocratic concept that the education and
school are the exclusive field of the teaching staff has been
replaced - with the concept that the problems of the school
concern the entire society and people. This principle is
realized in practice through the application of the worker
control and the line of the masses and the principle of social-
ist democracy in handling all the questions related with the
popular education, not only inside the school, but zlso in so-

-ciety, In this manner the effective control of the working

class is ensured in this field, too. o

The Albanian school is guided by the principle of demo-
cratic centralism. The strengthening of centralized state direc-
tion of the educational system and the direction of the school
by a single body does not exclude the line of the masses in
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this - field, on the coh-txjary‘, it emphasizes the broad imple-
mentation of the line of the masses; it Tequires a broad par-

ticipation of the school and student youth together with the -

working masses in the management of the school. This is
realized according to democratic methods which make school
discipline a conscious discipline. o _ :
The deepening of socialist democracy in the Albanian
school is reflected in the measures for the democratization of
“the internal school life, the revolutionization of the relations
between teachers and students, the enhancement of the role
©of youth and young pioneers’ organizations in the school, the
adoption of the mass labour actions as a method of education.
These measures, which go beyond the framework of the school,
make the school and student youth a revolutionary motive
force in the whole life of the country. The internal life in the
Albanian school is directed by the morms of socialist demo-
cracy, the strengthening of the proletarian discipline, and the
spirit of initiative of the pupils and students, by the revolu-
tionary collaboration between them and the teaching staff. In
this field, the esiablishment of correct relations between the

pupils and students, on the one hand, and their teachers, on

the other, has great importance. The pupil at school is not
regarded only as a simple object to be taught, but rather as

ghe subject of the whole process. of study and education. .

Retween the teachers and their pupils exist nmew. work rela-
tions, free from the burcaucratic and formalist spirit. The
class-rooms and auditoriums are common places of debate and
disemssion. The solution of many important problems con-
cerning the teachers and the students, such as the program
of studies, individual work, examinations, ete is found through
common efforts. '

Debates, often originating from a wall-poster, get under-
way in an animated spirit in the enlarged meetings with the
participation of the teachers and pupils and students, and
often wiih guests invited to participate and contribute in the
discussions. ' '

All the old programs of the higher schools of the country
- were taken up for discussion and minute examination by the
collectives of students and. their youth organizations. 30, the
programs bear the stamp of the suggestions and reguirements
of the studenis. . : . :

The pupils and students, together with their teachers,
discuss the methods of teaching and control of their knowledge

e .
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in a spirit of collaboration. ‘After the classes, the teachers
nsually draw the opinion of the pupils and students as to the

. method of the explanation of the new lesson, etc. Special con~

sultations are organized and the suggestions of the pupils and

"students are readily reflected on the work of teachers.

From iime fo time the students make criticistms of the
conservative methods of teaching, the lectures wrilten and
read in a stereotyped manner. Revoluiionary, advanced sug-
gestions and proposals have been advanced by the students
in connection with the criteria of the’-.control of knoWledge.
Old forms of control, which only skim over phenomena, which
fail to assess the fundamental knowledge acquired by the
students and pupils, but which only serve. to overload their
mind with futile and negligible facts, have been discarded.

‘ The organization and orientation of the school life, mainly
in the secondary and higher schools, is based on the spirit

- of ‘initiative of the pupils and students. They express this con-

cretely during the classes and after classes at the hostel and

outside school, in =all their school activities. It is they who
organize control of school attendance, who ensure the cleanli-

ness of the school and its environment, care for the common

property of the school, organize cultural, artistic and sports

activities, ete. The school life is organized on the basis of the

m:'ti’ative of the pupils and students in a sound revolutionary.
spirit of cooperation, unity and solidarity, communist friend~

ship among them, and between them and all the teaching and -
administrative staff of the school. :

‘The principle of initiative is expressed in the fact thai
the pupils and students themselves elect their representatives to
the different levels of school life on an organizational, peda-
gogical, cultural and political plane, without encroaching on
the aitributes of the state organs. This increases the role and
activity of the youth and pioneers’ organization in the schoaol.
An example that illustrates this phenomenon is the University

~of Tirana.

‘The «Student Town~ attached to the University is admini-
stered by the central council of students, which is a represen-
tative body of the students of each department of the Univer-
sity. Iis duty is to raise the problems of the students and to.

take back to them the important decisions -taken by the

council of the department. As a general Tule, the secretary
of the committee of the youth organization of the department
participates, in the quality of the representative of the youth,
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in all the meetings of the department. Frequently the depart-
ment takes important decisions on the basis of proposals made
by the students in the meetings of the youth organization.
The goal of all these measures and innovations is to raise
the level of the students’ formation, to raise still higher the
" level of consciousness of the students, their self-control and
discipline in the work for the acquisition of knowledge.
The deepening of democracy presupposes the streng-
thening of proletarian discipline at work both on the part
of the teachers and the pupils and students. The introduction

_and strengthening of such discipline requires the development,

in the highest level possible, of criticismn and self-criticism

in the masses of teachers, pupils and students, as well as the

strengthening of general control on the school work.

In this context, strengihening of the links between the
school and the parents of pupils and students is of great
importance. Parents are invited to take active part in the
discussion of various problems, They make their contribution

to the various fields of school life, %0 make sure that the.

school advances, and their children make progress. _
In Albania all the problems of the students and'the youth,
in general, are ‘solved in the conditions of the complete har-

meonization of the social interests with the individual interests -

" of the students and the youth. : :
The Albanian students, after graduating have no prob-
lem of employment. They are often given a job even before
having definitively graduated, because the mneeds of .the
people’s economy for qualified cadres are confinuously in-
creasing. Construction work is going on all over the couniry.
The insecurity about the possibility of finding a job at the
end of their studies which torments all young people and
students in the capitalisi countries, is an-unknown phenomenon
. in Albania. . _ g
During the 5th Five-year Plan education has -further
developed, about 30 inhabitants in every 1,000 attended school
in 1975, the class proletarian spirit and the revolutionary edu-
cation of the school youth have been strengthened through the
implementation of the three components of the new system
of education: lessons, produetive work, physical and military
training. ' ' '

In the years of the Gth Five-year Plan (1976-1978) a new |

. and important step forward was made in the development of
education. The number of pupils and students, of kindergart-
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ens and schools increased. The deepening of the process of
the revolutionization of the school, according to the line of
the Party, for the formation of the new revolutionary man,
endowed with a Marxist-Leninist materialist outlook, devoted
to the cause of the revolution and socialism and ready to
serve the people and the Homeland everywhere he is needed
and called upon, has been the main task of our school. .

In the 6th Five-year Plan the mass character of the school

" was further deepened. As for the 8-year school, the objective

has been to ensure its regular attendance by the pupils
and at the same time to raise its qualitative level. The se-
condary school, especially the vocational one, has assumed a
more extensive character, Lower vocational school and
qualification courses witnessed further development, training
more qualified. workers needed in the different branches of
the economy, especially in agriculture, the mines, the oil in~
dustry, geological services and construction. Apart from this,
the training of the higher cadres has been realized in con-
formity with the needs of the present and future in the various
branches of the economy and culture and dependent on the
possibilities of the stafe.




Chapter six

CULTURE

erial and spiritual va-
lues created and developed by mankin ver its history.
Every people, regardless of numbers, contribute ;
of world culture. In the course of their existence and.x
ment-in the centuries,” our people, small in numbers as
are, still have written indelible pages in the great book
of the material and spiritual culture of the peoples, which
is preserved and enriched by the generations, h

- The ancestors of the Albanians and those peoples whe in-

cradle of world culture, used their cultural patrimony
as e means of communication with the neighbouring peoples.
AIY}  Plying the seas on their light crafts, the Hlyrians exchang-
%y ed with them not only material values but also their songs
M and dances, all the great patrimony. which permitted them
10 be understood by them and to form links of friendship with

d( Vo' them. . _
?Qb( In the Balkans and beyond its territory there are numer-

ﬁxous clements coming from the culture of the ancient inha-

vg# sbitants of this territory, And inversely, the Albanian culture
; W)Mhas borrowed many motives from the culture of other peo-
" ples. )

g The exchange of cultural values, the reciprocal loans of
the best realizations of the -progressive _peoples’ -culture, a
conveyer of lofty social ideals,-is ‘a process inherent in the
development of culture. Culture, its most remarkable achieve-
ments in the material and  gpiritual fields, cannot remain a
monopoly of some people; they are always put in the service
cf mankind and contribute {o its progress.

Gy

ey .

habited the territories which from ancient times were the

e
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Today, nearly four decades after the overthrow of the
exploiting classes, the Albanian people have been working for
the building of socialism, the creation of a new culture, the
great art of socialist realism, of a national form and socialist
content. This opens great berspectives of cultural exchanges.
between our people and the progressive peoples all over the
world. And this noi only because of the favourable-political
and social conditions that have been created after the popular
revolution, which have given a powerful impulse to the crea-
tive genius of the masses, to the qualitative and quantitative
development of culture, but also because of its contents. Our

" socialist culiure is imbued with the progressive ideals of our

epoch, the ideals of the liberation of human society of all
appression and exploitation, the ideals of the construction of
a classless society, which opens infinite horizons to the all-

round development of society and the individual. Socialist.

culture in Albania has a profound class and internationalist

* character. Its ideological base is Marxism-Leninism. Therefore,

it is very close to the broad masses of working people all
over the world and very easy for all of them fto grasp.

Besides,. the Albanian socialist culture, in the course of -

its development, has relied on the achievements of the past

- generations and their coniribution to the treasury of the pro-

gressive national and world culture. It appropriaies the best
cultural and artistic creations, those which, from progressive
and democratic positions, express the aspirations and dreams.
of the many generations of our country and those of the other

peoples. These -borrowings, of course, are not decisive in de-

termining the features of our new culture, or its existence,
they only make it richer,

However, these favourable premises to the extension of

cultural exchanpges between the Albanian people and the
other peoples of the world, have been darkened by the so-
cial, political and ideological aims of the reactionary classes.
and groups in power in the other countries. Their aims are
opposed to the internationalist character which the cultural
contacts amongst various peaples must have. Behind the slo-

gan of the «free circulation of cultures» are hidden old:

ambitions, plans of assimilation, which the reactionary circles
concoct against Albania, and which are combined with the
anti-socialist plang aimed at turning the wheal of history
‘backwards. This is why, in its policy of cultural exchanges,
the people’s power in the PSR of Albania has always been
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guided by the class principles and has never opened its
doors to the penetration of the decadent modern culture
and art. On the contrary, it has declared war on them all, and
this is part of the uninterrupted ideological struggle which
Marxism-Leninism wages against®its enemies on the ideoclo-
gical front. ' o

In the report 6 the Tth Congress of the PLA, Comrade
Enver Hoxha pointed out, «The Party has shown constant
care that culture, literature and art develop in a pure and sound
atmosphere, that they follow the revolutionary transforma-
tions of the country step by step and steadily strengthen their
socialist content, their militant character, their popular spirit
and their national features,.. True art strengthens its in-
novatory features and achieves a high artistic level ‘when
it embodies a revoluticnary content and is guided by the
communist ideals. Therefore, the continuous strengthening
of proletarian partisanship remains a basic task for the de-
velopment of our culture and art, for their advance on the
road of socialism... With its revolutionary ideals and its
objectives of serving socialism and the people, our arts. of

socialist realism towers above the degenerate decadent, bour-.

geois and revisionist art, counterposes itself to its reactionary.
pessimistic and capitulationist philosophy. Literature and the
_arts in the Soviet Union have been placed under the complete
domination of the new bourgeoisie, and the writers and artists
have turned into a caste in the service of the counter-revolu-

I\Wtion and the chauvinist and expansionist policy of Soviet

social-irdperialism. Negation of the major social _problems,

3 themes of disillusionment and bourgeois humanism, complete

renunciation of the positive hero, lack of any revolutionary
perspective, .are characteristic’ of the revisionist. literature

\&D and the arts... :

Our socialist culture has never shut itself away in its
'ﬂ)na'ti{mal shell. It has profited from the best achievements of

% progressive world culture, and on its part, being the bearer
wof our people’s ideals of freedom, independence and-social-
W ism, it has been and is close to other peoples as well»

Spiritual culture is always.the culture of a given epoch,
of a given people and agiven class in.a giver social environ-

ment. In the society with_antagonistic classes, a-single, com-"

mon culture has not and could not have-existed. Being the
reflection - of the virious conditions of the- life ‘and class
struggle, culture ineyitably has a class character, Therefore,

j
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 ritual wealth, after centuries of oppres

in every state with antagonistic classes there exist two cultu-
res: on the one hand, the culture of the oppressed and the
exploited who aspire towards freedom and progress and who
fight for the ideals enunciated by the culture to which the
future belongs, and on the other hand, the culture which ex-

' presses the ideas of the ruling classes and which, as such, Has

an - anti-humanitarian and anti-popular character. Comrade
Enver Hoxha has said: «Not only have we nothing to learn

from this culture, not only have we no reason te introduce

it into the masses and the youth, but also we must reject it
with scorn and fight it with determination.- :

«We have always appreciated the Tevolutionary, progres-
sive and revolutionary art of other peoples,» says Comrade
Enver Hoxha, «both of the past and of the current century.
We shall also profit from it in a critical manner, because this
is useful to the cultural development of the masses, to their
ideological and aesthetic education and o the formation in
them of tastes that resist the degenerate and vulgar bourgeois-
revisionist influences. Only the revolutionary progressive and
democratic culture and art should be the cbject of culiural

- exchanges between peoples.»

"The cultural exchanges between the PSR of Albania and

the other countries and peoples are the object of the activity -

of @ number of organizations and sfate and social institutions

in- Albania. . . ;-
The Albanian people, small in numbers, but gredt in spi-
i loitation
and a life of poverty, always en d by enemiesPut ready
to defend at the cost of thewBlood. their honour, fréedom and
independence, their—tGltural and spiritual: patrimony, have

W 16 break the defying silence with which they -

have been surrounded, and they have succeeded in making
themselves heard in the history of mankind.

Thanks to the rfar-sighted policy of the PLA, Albania

today enjoys a greail prestige in the international arena; it
has friends and well-wishers all over the world; friends who
respect it and extend to it the hand of militant friendship
and revolutionary solidarity. :

The development of education, culture, science, the érts '
and sports in the PSR of Albania has created ever better

conditions for the uninterrupted development of cultural rela-
tions with other countries.

As an active member of the great international -com--
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- munity, the Albanjan people are interested in the develop-

-

~ment of the creative thought in the field of art, culture and
science; they benefit from the development of world culture
in order to enrich the fund of fheir national culture and with

their talent and work they make their own contribution to .

the treasury of world culture, :
" The People’s Socialist Republic of. Albania develops. cul-
tural exchanges with a number of counfries.

The ancient cultaral traditions of
the Albanian people '

The archaeological finds in Albania are used not just to
add to the list of catalogues. On the first place, they serve to
confirm the inexhaustible talent and genius of the people in

the past, to give fresh proof of the existence of the Al- -
banian national traditions, they are ever fresh testimony to the

originality of our people’s culture.
For a long time in the past and even today in its efforts

to negate all merit to Albanian people, bourgeois science has

belittled the history of the Albanian people and ignored the

resolute struggle they ‘have waged in the centuries for inde-

pendence and freedom. For centuries on end reactionary
circles have denied Albania the right of exislence as a
state, and have disregarded the spiritual and cultural pa-
trimony of its people. Im the <opinion of the bourgeois
authers Albania is a region peopled by ignorant and savage
mountain tribes. : '

These absurd theories were concocted in order to justify.
and «argue» the aggressive policy of the imperialist powers
towards Albania, «to proves the need for them to impose
their tutelage on Albania in order to encourage its develop-
ment and progress. All this was a desperate effort to replace
the Albanian national patrimony with an alien way of
life, 10 assimilate the Albanians as a nation. This is quite
apparent in the work of a number of foreign archaeological
expeditions during the obscurantist regime of Ahmet Zog. Facts
show that the Italian expeditions were guided by political
aimg rather than scientific motives. '

The Ttalian' fascist archaeologists did nothing to show
to the world the beauty of the ancient- monuments conserved
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in the IHyrian territory, bul only seni them stealthily to
‘Italy to fill their museums and to give more credibility to

their utterly erronecus thesis about «the Roman origin of the
culture of the Albanian people». Their aim was to.make the
others believe that, if the Albanian territory had - valuable
monuments of ancient culfure, this was only an ‘imported
culbure, Misinterpreting the results of the various finds, the
official propaganda of Mussolini tried to prove that the [llyrian
tribes were culturally backward, that only the Romans had
brought to their territory a real- culture, and that following
the example of ancient Rome and later Venice, the allegedly
only promoters of progress in this «primitive land», fascist
Italy undertook the «salvation» of Albania. :
The inflexible resistance %o the idelogical pressure of
the imperialist powers, as. well as the struggle for the pre-

‘servation and development of national traditions and culiure,

have always been linked with the movement for national and

" gocial liberation. In the ‘course of centuries of struggle for
. freedom and independence, the Albanian has used_the sword

and the pen, the rifle and the book.
The walls of ancient castles, amphitheatres, and temples
are not only wonderful tourist sites. They bear witness (0

. the development of the arts and culture during the years of

the people’s power, and reject all aftempts on the part of
foreign occupiers to negate the Albanian people’s. contribu-
tion to the treasury of world culture. These traces of
ancient culture stand in strong defiance to all the attempts
of the imperialist powers at assimilating the Albanian people
who have resisted them successfully and have completely
rejected the myth of the incapacity of the Albanians to develop:
independently. They are also a source of inspiration, which
strengthens their confidence in their own forces for the de-
velopment of their creative faculties. The struggle against
the harmful foreign influences is an indispensable condition
for the existence and development of national culture, hecause
the spread of these influences creates a smothering atmosphere
for the development of the national arts and culture. Vice-
versa, the strengthening of the national character helps
resist harmful foreign influences, impedes their spread and bars
the road to their penetration, excludes the possibility of the
development of decadent modernisi  trends. Hence, greaft_
importance is attached to the safeguarding of the cultural tradi--
tions and to the raising of the socialist and nationa) spirit of
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our art and literature higher. In Albania this cquestion is seen

not only as a simple problem of methods, but alse as an-

important political gquestion,. which directly concerns the
freedom and independence of the Homeland, and the develop-
ment of a profoundly socialist culture and art. ' :

Archaeelogical finds

- Archaelogical finds, especially those of the more recent
date, are testimony to the ancient cultural traditions of the
Albanian people, whose -material culture is just as andient

and rich as their centuries-long history. The most influential = -

types of culture of antiquity have developed on the territory
of Albania and have left their traces on it ) o
The territory of Albania has been inhabited from the
palaeolithic, and its inhabitants have lived through the events
that have taken place in the Balkans ahd South-eastern Eu-
rope., The Illyrians had seen times of economic and cultural
prosperity. From ancient times the cities of Buthroton,
Apollonia, Aulon, Dyrrachium, Onchesmog, ete in the maritime
regions and the cities of Scodrinon, Lissus, Phoinike, Amanthia,
etc in the interior, prospered on Alhantan territory. The ex-
cavations made so far have brought to.light numerous mo-

numents, templ éwrﬂr—s-tatu.g\?emf_l_ncolumns with <hapels of
i eatres and stadiums ywhich could accom-

ousands of § xPOS; siums, public places,
libraries, etc. A great number of inscriptions, bearing various
names, and other objects of Illyrian origin have been unearth-
ed. All this proves the existence of an Illyrian culture older
than the Greek and Roman cultures, and having an in-
disputable influence on them. ' : :
In the recent years, besides the prehistoric site of Maliq,
which is situated in the South—ecastern Albania, other inha-

bited centres, one in the Tfen village, on the edge of the

Prespa e Vogél Lake, another in Kamnik, in the Kolonja

_region, have been discovered. At Tren the archaeologists have

found traces of life from the Bronze Age up till the ERarly
Middle Ages. Painted. vases of terracota found in these sites

prove this quite amply. The manufacture of vases was the main

trade of the Dassaretes, an Illyrian tribe peopling this region.
Af Kamnik, the recent excavations have thrown light on the
link§ between this settlement and that of Maliq. And again .
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it was the Dassarctes who set up the Lin settlement on &
west coast of the Ohri Lake near -Pogradec._Bullt in the begin-
ning of the 1st millennium before our era, it was inhabited up
till the Early Middle Ages. Amongst other finds, worth men-

‘tioning are gig&n(;gi@fg_ﬂ,ogu of great artistic value disco-
vered in a palaeco-Christian basilica. :

North-west of Pogradec, m the outskirts of the Selca vil-

‘lage, numerous iraces of another ancient Illyrian settlement

have been found. Numerous archaeclogical objects, consisting

mainly of fragments of vases of the various historical periods,

whole vessels, craters, amphoras, bronze objects, fibulae, iron

spear-heads, as well as eoins minted in Dyrrachium and Ma- |

cedonia, dating from the 3rd and 2nd centuries before our. era
have been dis%overed. Other decorative objects, manufactured

with skill and taste, which speak of the development of handi- %

crafts in this region, were also found there. Besides, five tombs

have heen discovered, amongst them the most important is

' : whi i 1y hewn
that known as number 4 tomb, which is _comple_te ;
in the rock, The exterior of t’he tomb s decorated: with
eight Ionic columns with capitals. On the righi-hand side, in

the space between the first and-the second column, there is

a relief casque under a bull head, and to the left, between the .

first and the second column,. a typically Hlyrian shield. The

name of the new settlement has not yet~been identified, but

there is every indication-to believe that this settlement must
be the Illyrian city of Pelion, : _ .

In thsé vicinities of Peétrela, situated a few k.llomgt?es
south of Tirana, tracts of the walls of another unidentified

Tlyrian settlement show above the ground. Besides the ancient

encircling walls, other important objects, foundations of houses

_with several divisions, the hearth of a. chimney piece and a

nental fountain have been found. -
mon%xﬁg nbes’c conserved parts of the encircling wall consist ot
two towers situated at the south and north extremities of the
city. The south tower, 58 metres long and 12 metres wide, re-

presents the most important construction standing in the

i ' have been
itadel. The walls reach as high as 7 meires ar_ld
E;?Iteof 10 rows of stone blocks 0.85 metres high, and 2.30
metreg long. These blocks have been so Eer'fectl_y arranged that
in many cases it is very difficult to distinguish the connec-

tion.

cemetery in the region of Kukés, in North-eastern Albania,

Excavations have been going on for several years in-a .
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a region which in the ancient time was part of the territory of
the Iliyrian tribe of the Dardanians, The archacologists have
found that the tumuli of this region, judging from the manner
of construction, the interment and funeral objects, have

everything in comimnon with the other monumenis of this kind

discovered in Albania. This proves the cultural and ethnical

peculiarity and unity of the Ilyrians, and shows the futility
of the efforts of some foreign archaeologists to present the.

Tilyrians as a population of heterogenous ethnical and cultural
composition,

The excavations made.in the course of years in ‘the
ritins of the ancient city of Jerma, in the vicinity of the Sa-
raginisht village, in the region of Gjirokastra,.cai]' special at-
tention. Research and the finds made in this village permit the

- archaeoclogists o identify the name of this ancient ecity: Anti-

gonea, Tt is situated on two hillocks, which constitutes a
particularity in the fortified settlements of the Hlyrian cities.

The work carried out in this place shows that. this -city

of South Illyria has also ‘had a great economic, social and
cultural development from th to -the 2nd century. Exten-
ding over 45 hectares, this city—nust have been one of the
principal centres of the region.

The ruins of another city, the mediaeval centre of Darda,
situated in the valley of lower Drin River, east of Shkodra,
have become an important excavation site, Two concentric
walls, which encircled the city, still subsist in a clear traet,
and buildings and streets, although ravaged by the five cen-
turies of Oftoman occupation, can be seen clearly. The
excavations have also brought to light other objects, such as
vases of terracota, decorative objeets, work.tools, coins, etc.

Next in importance to the objects found in Malig, the
archaeological finds of Tren are substantial support for the

" thesis according to which the Illyrians are autochthonous in

the Balkans, New data confirm that the Illyrians had settled
in the Albanian territory during the first inillennium before our
era and, above all, that their urban culture must be regarded
as the superstructure of a slave-owning society. All these ele-
ments are new proof that the Illyrians were never Romanized,
‘that the Albanians are the descendants of the Illyrians and

~ ‘have inhabited this territory without interruption.
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Tirana, the Capital of our socialist Homeland,




Thousands of new dwelling houses are built every A new hotel in Korga. |
ycar in city and country. :




Kruja, monument dedicated to Skanderbeg, our Natiomal

Hero, who In the 15¢h ceniury organized in Kruja the

legendary struggle of the Albanian people against '
the Ottoman invaders.

. Pogrades, 2 pleturesque health resort on the shore of the
Ohri Lake over 700 meires above sea level

.
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Quistanding figures

The Albanian people, like all the other peoples, by de-
veloping their national culture and art, have made theit
contribution to the treasury of world culture. Though rela-
tively small in numbers, they have produced many people
who have distinguished themselves in the field of arts and
lotters, in science and philosophy. .

In the conditions of foreign occupation, a number of ouf-
standing men, in whom Albania takes pride, were foreed to
emigrate to foreign coumtries, where they have left immortal
works testifying 1o their talent and skill

The Early Middle Ages in Albania was characterized by

" a vigorous development of cities. Many castles, palaces, towers

and fortified works were built at that time. Albania was the
birthplace of distihguished master builders. Architecture and,
parallel with it, sculpture and painting, which, as in the other
countries of Europe, were complementary io it, rose to new
heights. The renown of the Albanian master builders spread
beyond the borders of the country, they were much sought
after in the Balkans for the construction of churches, mona-
steries, bridges and foriresses. ‘ _ .

Thé names of many ancient Albanian masters have re-

mained unknown, because at that time works of art were

generally unsigned. However, the names of certain Albanian
artists who excelled in their activity, have survived. In 1295
master Progon Zguri supervised the building of the churches

of Saint Clemeni and Saint Mary in Ochrid. By the end of

the 14th century Pjetér Dahni directed the construclion “of
several monumental buildings in Shkodra. The archives of
this period make mention of the outstanding masters Radovani
and Vladanji, who worked on several buildings which are
still standing on the coast of Dalmatia. -
Among the many Albanian masters of this time, the
architect Miho Tivarasi and the sculptor Andrea Aleksi were
most remarkable. . ’ - .
" Information about the life and work of Miho Tivarasi
is very scanty and insufficient to construct his biegraphy. He
Jived in the 14th Century and the only sure thing that can be
said of him is his origin, which the Dalmatian historians them-

 selves admit to be Albanian, and his burial. place.

Miho Tivarasi is the architect of the monastery of Ragusa,

27 - 117 A




418 . PORTRALT OF ALBANIA

‘which is consindered among the finest specimens of _architec- .

ture in Dalmatia. :
" For many years Andrea Aleksi collaborated with the

Italian master Nicola Fiorentini, Traces of this fruitful col- -

laboration have been discovered in Zara, in some portals of
great beauty, as well as .in Tremiti, where the statues,
lunettes, reliefs and festoons of the facade of the church of
Saint Mary are.said to be his work. o

The activity of Andrea Aleksi, stretching over -a period of
sixty years, proves that he is not a figure in vogue for a
given period but one who has made himself a place in history.
Five centuries after this artist adorned these regions of Dal-
matia and Italy with his works, his name has survived and
his glory has not diminished. _

The list of the Albanian artists and masters of this epoch
is not limited to the above menticned names. According to
" the Dalmatian historian, Professor Geletié, only in the 14ih
Century one region of Northern Albania produced more than
forty remarkable painters. «Many are the works,» he says,

«which today are attributed to the Dalmatians, but which in

fact have been produced by the Albanian masters. :
‘All these Albanian artists did not emerge from nothing,
they were not the product of accident, but were formed in
the local tradition, Their great numbers testify to the flouri-
shing of the arts in Albania during this epoch. The struggle
of the Albanian people against the Ottoman hordes, which.
went on for about one hundred years (1385-1479) ruined the
prosperous towns and nearly all the monuments of the coun-
try. o , .
After the occupation of the country by the Ottomans, most
of those Albanian artists who could not emigrate, were taken
to Constantinople to rebuilt the ruined city. Among them was
the master Krisiodoklo from Berat, who was surnamed Sinan
Aga.. The sources of the time niake mention of him as being
the architect in charge of the construction work of the «Yeni-
djami- and of the buildings around it. In this epoch, Hoxha
Kasem distinguished himself, too. Helped by his assistant and
fellow-countryman Meremtci Mustafa Aga, he built the
grand monument of «Valide Sultaniye» near the Galata Bridge.
Sedef Qar Mehmet (Bicakci), from Elbasan, is the author of
the: mosque near the splendid fountain of the Hippodrome

- («Atmeydan»} -square and of many remarkable buildings in

Mecca.
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.The Albanian masters built many hydraulic works in
various regions of the Balkans. As the prince of Moldavia
Dimitri Cantemir writes, «<a glance at the aqueducts of Istan-
bul is enough to convince one of the skill of the Albanian
masterss. : o :

Af-ter’ the occupation of the eountry, a numbe -
standing Albanians left their country. to };:etﬂe in Dalirr?aftig u;r
Italy. Three generations of Albanian artists distinguished
themselves in the «golden age-» of Venetian architecture and
scu.lpt}tre and among them «the dinasty of the Albanesi of
L_Trl?zm» playe_d a very important role in the intellectual, ar-
tistic and political life of Italy for more than two centuries,

 Into this family were horn several renowned sculptors and

architects, such as Francesco Albanese.and his sons Giovanni
and Gerolamo, and his grandson Francesco, who embellished
Vicenza, Padova and Venice with their works.

There are no reliable data about the life and activity of
E:ran-cescg. ‘Giovanni was born in 1573, and réeceived his
first lessons from his father. In the beginning of his career
he worked with the celebrated Palladio. He finished the works
of his master, the splendid statues which adorn the lodges of
th:e Pallngan. basilica, as well as the staircase leading up to it
Giovanni produced the statues of the Capella del Rosario di
Corona and the statue St. Joseph for the altar of «Saint
Lawrence~ in the cathedral, as well as two stone columns with
the coat of Venice on the great square. Among the numerous
Venetian construtions of Giovanni, worth mentioning are the
Oratory of the Servites, the arch of triumph at the feet of the
staircase leading to Mt. Bericho. In 1619, again in Venice, he
carved five statues for the facade of the cathedral of Saint
George, g ' '

Gerolamo worked on a series of sculptures of g mythelo-

- gical and religious character, most of them in the palaces of

Vicenza, and others in the Palladian basilica mo )
the image of classical temples on the top ¢of a dlfilllle‘:linaif;
outskirts of the town. Besides sculptural ornaments, Gerolamo
designed the Oratory of the Gonfalonieri in the <athedral
which he decorated with various reliefs, : ’
The inhabitants of Venice highly appraise the work of
these remarkable artists. They compare them to Phidias and
Polycletes. On their sarcophagi in the cathedral of San Leo-
renzo, where the most illustrious citizens of the town ‘were
buried, there is the epitaph «Ille alter Phidias; hic Policletus
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erat» (One was another Phidias, the other was another Po-.

1ycletes). : ‘ o
Among the sculptors of Albanian origin worth mention‘ng
s aléo Aleks Tarketa, who in 1480 carved cne of the altars
' of the cathedral of Milan («Alfare albaneses). o
" In the art galleries of Italy there are numerous paintings
of another Francesco Albanese (16th century) from Kelmend
(Nerthern Albanian — a master surnamed «the Anacreon of
paintings. ' _ . )
It is during this epoch that many Albanian humanists
carried out their activity in several Buropean cities; they
- disiinguished themselves in different fields of literature and
science. ‘Let ms mention among the others, Marin Ba_\rletlz
the first known biographer of Skanderbeg; Marin Bec¢ikem
(1468-1526), still known as «Marino di Scutari», author Qf
numerous Latin works and treatises, professor pf rhetoric
and literature in Venice, Brescia, Padova and Ragusa. Another
Albanian humanist, Gjon Gazulli, won renown in Ragusa
as a cultural and political figure, as well as a mathematician
and astronomer. After graduating the faculty of «]:iberal arts»
in Padova, he maintained his thesis for goctorship before 2

jury including two Albanians, Gierg] Gaspari and Friar An-

drea of Durrés. He won great fome in Dalmatia, Italy and
Hungary. Among the Albanian humanists, the name of - Leonik
Tomeu (1456-1531), titular of the chair of philolegy in Padova,
draws particular - attention. He produced a great number of
literary, philosophic, historical and other works, which shqw
the breadth and depth ‘of his knowledge. His compatriot
. Maksim Articti also distinguished himsell among _the stu-
denis of the same faculty. After a lemporary residence in

several Italian towns, atb- the invitation of Ivan the Terrible.

he settled in Moscow, where he excelled as a journalist, wr‘}ter,
Latinist, and Hellenist, as ‘translator of numerous Iphilosoph_Lcal,
theological and other wrilings. _ -

The Turkish occupation brought about a break in gll the
actistic and cultural life of the country, although it did nol
succeed in stifiing the artistic talent and the creative capacity
of the Albanians. Little by little, the Albanian towns rose
from their ruins. I the 16th century remarkable works of
medieval art were still being produced. Such are, for example,

the paintings of Onufri of Elbasan, those of Nikolla, his son, -

and of his collaborator Gjon. Worth mentioning are also the
paintings of Dhimitri of Lin, of Mihal of Jerma {1662), and
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later, the paintings of David Selenica and his assistant, Kristo
(1726), as well as those of the brothers Kostandin and Athanas

- Zografi (1744-1783), who, at the same time as the other artists,

kept alive the ancieni tradition of Albanian wall painting in
churches, not only in their own country but also abroad.

" Sculpture and architecure developed rapidly along with pain-

ting; let us mention here ihe master of carving Andon Kor-

- fuzani (1758) and the master -builders Gega and Themel.

In the field of music, a name, that of Jan Kukuzeli,
renowned master of -the Byzaniine music, imposed -itself.
With his aciivity as a composer, singer, theoretician and re-
‘former of music, he made a considerable contribution io the -

. musical treasury of the epoch and paved the way for its

further development. His contemporaries surnamed him <the
second source of our musics, . . '

Jan Kukuzeli was born in Durrés between 1070 and 1075.
His excellent voice and his musical talent attracted attemtion,
and as a child, he was sent 1o the school of the imperial
palace of Constantinople. Later, he was made -Master of the
Imperial Chapel», a high position in the Byzantine - Church
hierarchy, being a conductor of the ‘'most important choir and

. organ ensemble of the Middle Ages. This title was given only

to eminent artists. This post enabled Kukuzeli io reveal the
full scope of his extraordinary talent. As the Rumanian writer
Jean Creoncou writes, he was a «peatl» capable fo «bring a
stony heart to tears-. However the atmosphere of the palace
was stifling to him. He left furtively and settled in a mona-
sbery at Mount Athos, where he devoted himself entirely
to his art. o : o

The little that is left from the heritage of Kukuzeli in the
libraries of the East and West, testifies to his artistic genius
and the richness of his talent. : -

Jan Kukuzeli devoted himself to theoretical questions,
too. Relying on the study of the works of earlier scholars on
the rules of acoustics and musical esthetics, and of the pre-
vious systems of musical notation, he invented a new system,

‘called the «Kukuzeli system». This achievement alone was

enough {o perpetuate his name. :

~ Jan Kukuzeli is also known as the author of many impor-
tant works of the history of music, which place him at the
same level as the earliest teachers of this art. These works

were very instructive about the theory of Byzantine music,




492 PORTRAIT OF ALBANLA

therefore they were distributed in many copies. throughout

" the Eastern churches, Copies of them are still extant in the

archives and libraries of Italy, Austria, Germany, etc.

 The Byzantine musical art is indebted to Jan Kukuzeli
for «the system of musical circles», the important invention
which represents the harmony relations of the various scales.
As a composer, Kukuzeli produced a number ‘of unforgettable
pieces, which, due to their great beauty and power of inspi-
ration, were taken as models by the later hymmographers,

and sung for many centuries in the Orthodox monasteries, -

churches and chapels of many countries. The Byzantine do-
cuments attribute to him the music of the biblical psalm No.
117, of the glorias No. 148, 149 and 150 and many musical

innovations in religious services, He wrote the words for

- many of his songs. . .
The works of Kukuzeli occupy an important place in the
history of art and culture of Albania, although the political
- cricumstances of the time compelled him to write in a foreign
language and work on a foreign soil, devoting himself mostly
to church music, because, like most artists of the epoch, he
was not expected to display his talent in -other domains,
Nevertheless, Kukuzeli was a progressive in the full meaning
of the word; be ii only in his important contribution to the
development of music. _

Among the figures towering over 19th century life in Al-
bhania the most important is, indisputably, the renowned patriot
Sami Frashéri, also known as the most brilliant Turkologist of

his epoch. He was born on June, 5, 1850 in the village of Fra- '

shéri, east of the town of Pérmet. He received his elementary
education in his native village in Turkish, Arabic and Persian.

In 1871 he graduated from the «Zosimea-» gymnasium of

Janina, where he acquired a classical education. He devoted
himself particularly to sciences and the study of Latin, Greek,
Turkish, Arabic, Persian and French. : o

At the age of 23 he directed the progressive review of

Instanbul «Hadika» and the journal «The East Interpreter-,
‘and published two plays which met with wide regponse, es-
pecially among the youth. In 1875 he founded «3abah-~, the
first Turkish daily. - o N

 He never ceased his activity until he died on June 18,
1904 at his desk. ' ’ :

Sami Frashéri is the author of numerous political, phi-

iy
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" losophical, literary and schentific works, school manuals, dic-

tionaries and translations apart from a great number of
articles. Six of his works, besides an unpublished manus-.
cript, are written in Albanian, foriy-five in Turkish, Arabic
and  French., He translated into Turkish «A brief history of
France~, «Les Miserables~ of Victor Hugo, and other works.

This ardent patriot was one of the main ideologists and
leaders of the Albania National Renaissance movement. He
distinguished himself equally through his invaluable con-~
iribution in the domain of Turkish and Arabic culture and
science, as a playwright, novelist and writer, journalist and
philosopher, teacher and linguist, encyclopaedist and vulgari-
ser of science. His first works in Turkish and Arabic ap-
peared in the year 1883, and culminated with his dictionary
«Kamusi Turki-, first published in 1901.

In 1889 he began the publication of «Kamul'ul Alam»,
one of the most important works in the Turkish language of
the 10th century, a biographical and geographical dictionary
in six volumes, the last of which appeared in 1899.

" Besides his published works, Sami Frashéri is said to
have left numerous manuscripts, literary and scientific essays,

which he did not live to see printed. .
" Sami Frashéri distinguished the Turkish invaders of Al-
bania from the Turkish people. None of his numerous works

* gerved the occupier. On the contrary, because of his progres-

sive ideas he was constantly persecuted by the Sublime Porte.
In 1874 he was interned in Tripoli, under the constant
surveyance of the police. After the publication of his book
«Albania, What It Was, Is and Will Be» in Albanian he
was confined to his residence and virtually under house arrest.

The. progressive elements in Turkey estimated him highly.
The Turkish writer Ahmet Ihsan, in a necrology entitled «A
Cruel -Loss», describes Semi Frashéri as a <«great. master.
«Sami Frashéri is the only Ottoman writer whose scientifie

 works have won the admiration of everyone.»

Among the eminent figures of Albanian culture, who

" with their talent contributed to the treasury of world culture,

a place of honour helongs to the actor Aleksandér Moisiu,
who won great fame throughout the world. :

The Turkish occupation and the economic difficulties.
forced the father of Aleksandér Moisiu, like many of his
compatriots, to emigrate to Trieste, where Aleksandér was
born on April 2, 1880. In 1884, all the family refurned to
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Albania. Little Aleksandér aliended a primary school in Du-

rrés. In 1890 the family left Albania for Trieste, and thence
to Graz, in Austria. Aleksandér finished the secondary
school and then for some time attended courses at the
Conservatory of Vienna. o S

Aleksandér Moisiu devoted all his life, all his genius,
to world art and mankind. - o _

With the modulations of his voice, his perfecl -mimicry,
_his gestures, etc., his roles represent a comprehensive school of
‘acting. He was greatly admired by the representatives of the
main theatrical schools of our century.

As an artist, he had universal influerice, and his inter-
pretations are an invaluable treasury for both the foreign
and the Albanian actors of all times. He played a multitude
of roles in plays of all couniries, interpreting with originality
and truthfulness some of the most celebrated characters
of Aeschulus, Sophocles, Shakespeare, Goethe and Schiller:

* He played the comic roles in the comedies of Moli¢re and.
Shakespeare with the same skill as he played the tragic

characterers, and passed with ease from characters of the
classical theatre to those of the contemporary theatre, such
as those of the plays of Ibsen, Chekov, Shaw, Pirandello, etc.

Tor eleven years in succession Moisiu was the most
celebrated actor of the Great Theatre of Berlin, directed by
Max Reinhardt, under whose ‘guidance his genius shone
with great splendowr. = _ o :

After enthusing the theatre-goers of Austria, Czechos-

lovakia and Germany, Moisiu conquered the public of Moscow, -

Leningrad, Bucharest, Milan, Rome, Florence, New York,

Chicago, Istanbui, Mexico and of many ofher big cities of

the world, To the German audience he spoke in the language
of Goethe, to the English in the language of ‘Shakespeare, to
the Parisians in the language of Moliére. _
' Though he did not perform for Albanian audiences,
Alcksandér Mosisin never forgot Albania and the Albanians.
Everywhere he spoke with pride about his country. With
joy he met the Albanian emigrants in Vienna and Bucharest.
I do not want» he said, «to die a German artist.» In April
1934, a year before he died, he pegained Albanian citizenship.

Today the Albanian people remember this great artist.

with love and respect. To. perpetuate his memory, the
Presidium of the People’s Assemby of the PSR of Albania

awarded him the posthumous title of the People’s Artist» in

o

CULTURE ' 425

1961. The Higher School of Dramatic Art. in Tirana, the
Palace of Culture and’ the professional theatre of Durrés bear
his name. :

“The work of Aleksandér Moisiu has been highly ap-
preciated by thinkers and artists all over the world, such
as Anatoly Lunacharsky, Luigi Pirandello, Stefan Zwelg,
Max Brod and others.

. The «People’s Artist~ Tefta Tashko Kogo, an ouistanding
figure of scenic vocal art, was born on November 10, 1910
in Fayum, near Cairo, where her father had emigrated. some
vears hefore. Like Aleksandér Moisiu, Tefta Tashko developed
her talent on the stage of foreign theatres, playing the main -
roles of the most celebrated operas of the time.

~ When a school girl, she was marked dor her intelligence .
and her talent. At the National Conservatory of Paris, she

soon won the sympathy and respect’ of her teachers, due
to her talent and fireless and persevering work to acquire

ihe culture and technique of singing. Her teacher of singing

Gres presented her to Maurice Ravel in these words, «She is
not only a good singer but also an excellent musician.»

The «Nightingale of Albania» soon became known in
the musical circles of Paris. Still a student, she shone in .
the interpretation of the role of Violet in «Traviata» and
especially in the main role of «Madame Butterfly», with

‘which she won the final contest at the conservatory. «Le
* Figero» and other Parisian papers highly assessed her inter-

pretation, describing her as a veritable «Japanese». With’
emotion and realism she sung the solo of Leli of «les
Pecheurs de Perless. : '
The Italian audience also heard her melodious voice
in Il Barbiere di Seviglia», «La Bohéme» and «La Traviatar
From 1936 to 1939 she made great efforts fo spread
musical culture in Albania, giving a series of concerts in

“ithe main towns of the country. During this period, she alse:

studied Albanian folk music and its interpretation. |
After Liberation, Tefta Tashko Kogo carried out an in-
tensive aetivity, but her untimely death (December . 1947)
interrupted her brilliant career. She has been awarded the
title of the «People’s Artist» posthumously. - Lo

Victor Eftimiu, oﬂtstandi-ng Bu'manianl writer of Alba-

- nian origin, member of the Academy of Sciences of the
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SR of Rumania, honorary member of the Writers and Artists’
League of Albania, has made a remarkable contribution to
the treasury of Rumanian and world literature. Born in
1889 at Boboshtica, in the region of Korga (Albania), at the
“age of 9 he left the school and folloved his parents ‘to
" Rumania. He completed his higher education in France where
he wrote also one of his masterpieces, the dramatic poem
«Omnce Upon a Time~, which ever since has been performed
more than 1,000 fimes on the stages of the Rumanian theatres.
He wrote numerous novels, plays, short stories, travel notes,
drama criticisms, poems, etc., many of which have been
~ translated in foreign languages. E :

All his works are imbued with progressive ideas, which
-cost him a term in the concentration eamp of Tergu-Jiu in
1943, o :

In many of his short stories he evokes characters and
the milien of his native soil, Albania. . |

Victor Eftimiu visited Albania twice, in 1971 and 1872.
On the first occasion, in July 1971, he wrote: «I am going
with the deepest impressions from this land of rare beauty
and of great projects created. by the hands'of the people...
1 am deeply moved to see my native village, Bohoshtica,
again. I have joy in my heart and great faith in the future
of my country, which was so poor and.in darkness, but which
I discover now so completely changed, with its people full
of confidence in their own forces» - ' '

He died in Bucharest in December 1972, a little after

"his last visit to Albania. _

Indisputably the greatest figure of Albanian science,

literature and art, Fan 8. Noli, was born on Junary 8, 1882 in
- the hamlet of Qyteza (Tbrik Tepe), inhabited by Albanians
in the region of Andriancple. (Turkey). He finished his
primary and secondary school in Turkey and did part of
his university studies in Athens. Compelled by economic
difficulties, he twrned to many trades in Greece, Turkey
and BEgypt, until in 1905 he went to the United States where
he took an active part, along with many Albanian emigrants,
in the palriotic movement for the independence of Albania.
He continued his political activity in Europe, to defend
the interests of Albania against the ambitions of the
neighbouring  states and the predatory plans of the great
powers; and in Albania, to defend democracy against reaction.
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" As the head of the government formed alter -thé triumph of

the democratic-bourgeois revolution (1924), he left the couniry
in the same year when the revolution was supressed by the

- combined foreces of internal reaction and the foreign beyonets.
. Nevertheless, he continued his political activity abroad,

Fan. S. Noli became known as a great orabor and the

poet of democratic ideas, as an_excellent translator into Al-

banian of the masterpices of world literature: <«Othellon,

" «Macbeths», «Juling Caesar-, and «Hamlet» of Shakespeare;

«Don Quixotes of Cervantes; «The Cabin of Blasco Ibanez;

. «An Enemy of thé People» and «Madame Inger d'Ostreat- of

Ibsen; «The Rubaiyat~ of Omer Khayyam, «Scanderbeg» of
Longfellow, «Annabel Lees of Edgar Poe, and others. _
Besides the poems, articles and the «introductions» to

- his translations, which are models of literary criticism, Fan

3. Noli wrote «The History of Scanderbeg» and «Beethoven
and the French Revolution- -Thic last work was highly

- appreciated by eminent personalities of art and culture such

as George Bernard Shaw, Jan Sibelius, BErnest Newman,
Thomas Mann, etc. .
"A  statesman, historian, man of letters, musicologist
and composer, Fan S.Noli occupies a particular place among
the most eminent figures of the Albanian world. He died
on March 13, 1963. :
Before concluding we may add that other Albanians,

too, have distinguished themselves in various fields of art

and culture, but their merits cannot be illustrated -within

~-the limits of this work.

The monuments of culture -

~ An important cultural centre, the modern palace of cul-
ture «Aleksandér Moisiu», was inaugurated in 1965, in Du-
rrés. o ' ) ' '
" While digging the foundations, the remains of an ancient
building, a thermal establishment, were discovered. In order

_ to preserve it the project of the construction of the palace

was modified; which necessitated an additional 10 million leks
above the initial fund of expenditure. The ancient public
baths have been carefully preserved, they are a few steps
away from a modern palace, a significant combination of the
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ancient tradition with the vigorous development of art and
culture today. : _

However this 1s not a unigue case in our coumntry.
Archaeological finds of this order prove that Albania is

the land of a rich and ancient culture. In regard to its surface -

it is one of richest. countries of Europe in monuments of
culture. Today it has 8 ancieni towns, 75 old citadels, more

L

than old 115 churches, monasieries ‘and mosgues, hundreds of

establishments, bridges and other characteristic constructions
of great historical value in a satisfactory state of preservalion,

- which constitute a precious fund of archaeological, architec-

tural and historical monuments, Hundreds of important monu-

menis of art and culture are under state protection. They -

constitute a rich legacy of the past which testifies fo the
creative abilities of the Albanian people and their contribution
to the treasury of world culture. These invaluable monuments,
the work of many generations, are only a fraction of the
history of the Albanian art and cuture. , '
Many foreigners, scholars and tourists, who have visi=
ted the historic monuments of Albania, have found them

exiremely interesting. Among these monuments, the  ruins

of Tyrian towns scattered throughout the country ‘occupy
first place. Within their thick encircling walls built of
big unhewn stones put together without mortar, they occu-
py strategic posiiions commanding fthe surrounding plains
and valteys. The economic development of the Ellyrian state
and the increase of its power were accompanied with the
fortification of towns, which were encircled with hewn slone

 wails, complete with towers, gates, etc.

The renowned Albanian centres of ancient culture, such
as Dyrrachium (present-day Durrés), Buthroton (Butrint),
Apollonia (Pojan, near Fier), Lissis {Lezha) are of particular
interest, because of their many -still standing monuments;
buildings, (mesaics and sculptures). Whole tracts of high town
walls, imposing city gates, Temarkable constructions, remains
of public or private buildings, temples, theatres, stadiums
thermal establishments, dwelling houses, monumental sculp-
tures,” reliefs and inscriptions, polychome mosaics, ancicnt

- coins, objects of Illyrian craftsmanship, as well as weapons

and ornaments, have withstood the destructions wrought -by
the times and the elements of nature. C '

In the archaeclogical centre of Butrint, in Southern Alba-
nia, there is a masterpiece of palaeochristian architecture,

-
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the baptistery, built during the 6th century qf our era.
It is composed of a layer of polychrome mosalcs and six

- granite columms arranged on two concentric circles.

In 1828, a marble head of Apollo, a genuine masterpiece,
was discovered in Butrint. Ex-King Zog gave it to the
[talian fascist leaders. Today this sculpture of rare value
is in Italy. , ‘ o

In the years of the people’s power, excavations in
Apollonia have brought to light, among others, 29 _scu]ptures
of particular. interest of the 2nd and 3rd centuries of our
era. Numerous mosaics, the most interesting of which are

those of Butrint, Pojan, Durrds, Saranda and Lin (Pogradec),

have also been discovered. o N
~ The most important of them, which represents a woman $
jace with floral decoralions, has been found in Durres.-’.lt
is laid on a mortar layer about six centimetres thick, with
stone iragmenis of various colours: white, black, red, orange,

.ete. The face is worked with great skill. The mass of hair,

especially, makes a striking effect with dts shades and
the vivid colours of the hairpins. Two long flowered branches
form the colortul background of this work of rare perfection..

Besides its monuments of classical culture and its. for-
tifications, Alpania boasts a number of religious buildings
of great value for their architecture and wall paintings. The

‘foreign and Albanian experts greatly appreciate the icons

. dating from the Byzantine or posi-Byzaniine period and

which in their importance exceed the limits of the Albanian
national culifure. Certain churches of Middle Albania are
decorated with wall paintings by the Afbanian painters of
the 16th century, Onufri, and his son, Nikolla. Other frescoes
are the work of a talent of the 18th century, David Selenica.

Town and country ~dwelling houses represent another

impovtant group of monuments. A most interesting type ol
CDII;)StmctiOE is, Ii:mf:lisputab]y,"the <&ulla», a forti'fied dwelling
which is mainly a tradition of Northern Albania. But Berat
and Giirokastra also have their particular type of this dwelling
house. Unity of style and harmony of conception are cha-
racteristic of them. - : :

" Few couniries in the world have suffered so great and,
at times, irreparable damage of material culiure through
the centuries, as Albania. The anti-popular regimes neglec}‘.ed
those cultural values which had- survived the devastating
fury of foreign invasions and the destructions wrought Iioy
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natural elements. They were left to the mercy of fate or
in the case of archaeolegical sites, given in concession to
the imperialist states, which pillaged them. :

Only after Liberation was the law «On the Protection of
- the Monuments of Culture and the Environments»> promulgated,

thus putting an end to their degradation and plunder and
" proclaiming them common property of the entire people. By
special decision of the Council of Ministers, Berat and
Gjirokastra, the subsoil of  the ancient city of Durrés as
well as the old market of Kruja were proclamed museum-
towns. These government acts and other decisioms of the
- same order oconstitiite the juridical basis of all work con-
cerning the protection of monuments. _ :
The «Institute of the Monuments of Culture», which is
responsible for the protection, preservation and restdration
of the monuments of culture, carries out a broad activity
to prevent the monuments from degrading, to discover new
‘monuments and proteet them, and has laid the foundations
-of a:new scientific discipline. Consequently, a great number
of monumenits, damaged in the course of centuries, have
. been saved from complete destruction and, in the present
state, retain a historical, cultural and artistic value,

The nympheum of Apollonia has been .restored and
work is going on. for the restoration of big architectural
ensembles. The «Kala» and «Mangalems quarters in Berat,
the bazaar and the foriress in Gjirokastra, the bazaar in
Kruja, ete. have been repaired or restored. '

As regards religious buildings, a selection has been made

: pr'eserving those which present a historical and artistic.
interest. On the othér hand, studies have been carried out, .

as a result of which another 250 important historical monu-
ments, especially those connecdted with historical events.
have -been put under state protection. - '
However, the broad working masses, aware of the value
and importance of this. patrimony, guarantee the best pro-
tection of the monuments of culture. The Institute of the
Monuments of Culture, among other things, works to make

the masses even more conscious of the value of this patrimony -

which belongs to them.

- i

e
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~ The folklore -

| ia i riai . the wonder
«Albania is announced. The curiain goes up-
repeats itself, it is the great hour for the Festivall- A powerful
choir, an orchesira of wirtuosi, - supexfb dances ) ex_ecutﬁd
by splendid dancers in gorgeous costumes. .. This is the

laureate of 1970 This is how «les dépéches» described the

i Tirana ternational
remiere of the Folk Ensemble of Tirana at the In

gestival of Dijon, «Under their heavy Wpollt—:ﬁ clothes the
dancers master so perfectly their own bodies that they seem
to ignore the laws of gravitation. Their dances, so light

" and vertiginous, seem to give them the supreme joy... What

irv oase! And yet how the ground thunders “under the
?rl'grletic beat of -ﬁhiir feet! The tambourine bursts in mmplﬁi
the sounds of the accordeon, clarinette, flute, and vio !
flow in, the girls, in colourful costumes, the men in hgtl;l
breeches of white wool, with the astounding rapidity of the

" movements of hands and feet, adding to the even more

astounding rhythm, exprgfs zl‘lxﬁ joys of the pastorgl- and
' ife of indomitable bania’.s .
popuiatr the festival of Dijon, ‘the Albanian folk ensem’l;aée
won the first prize, the «Golden Necklace of the Year 19 »E
competing with 30 folklore ensembles from many countries ©
Furope, Asia, Latin America, This 18 only one of. the manly
successes of the Albenian folklore in lthe international é;ll;lena
The performances of this ensemble and of other folklore
groups have been followed with great interest at an}:enég&
fonal festivals and during tours abroad, miaking @ Spieh 1:3
show of our folk art, dances and 1:nu51ca1 instrumen| -
After the establishment of ithe peqples power, the grea
wealth of our folk art the most varjed me_lodles and d,aﬁ:les
came out of the narrow circle of specialists and became widely
: ughout the country. . o _
kno“g;ueﬂgl?ba%ian foliiore has drawn the afttentions of ﬁnang
scholars. In the 19th century, some foreign schol_am, th ;mﬁ: .
more interested in linguistics, also studied the Albanian rf‘;’ .
lore. The balad of Doruntina was the object of an impo a:f
study by the German; poet Biirger, and constituted olx;le o
the elements of a social study by _Paul Margue. laes
album dedicated to Jenny, besides songs of the other peop’Ed
of Europe, Karl Marx, who appreciated folk songs, also cop
some Albanian songs: :
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Albania has an inexhaustible freasury of folk songs and
dances, created through the centuries. Their original music
ol an ever changing variety of tonalities, the beauty and -
warmth of their melodics, their freshness and  charm,
make them quite distinet from the songs of the neighbouring.
peoples. Folk sengs are the history of the Albanian peo-
ple in music. Each of  their hislorical song is an expression
of their confidence in victory. These songs, the war cry of
- our forefathers, are still alive among our highlanders in the
North and the South. In the North they are sung in one
voice, in the South in two, three or four voices. Compared
with the polyphonic songs of the other peoples, Albanian
choral singing is more compact, more varied. They stand at
a high level of perfection, which explains their- considerable -
_influence on the development. of this genre. ' )

Lyrical, love, ritual and allegorical songs constitute the
fund of the Albanian musical folklore. Wedding songs, both
in the North and in the South, stand out for their joyous
lyricism and optimism. The Albanian people sing o pure
and sincere love with great depth of feeling. '

The livély and dynamic Albanian dances, with their great
variety of movements, symbolize the valiance of the Albanian.
The Hungarian Albanologist Talloczy in one of his studies-
writes that the «Illyrians danced sword in hand~. _

Through the centuries the Albanian people have created
a multitude of dances, from the most simple to the most
complex, which are closely linked with their life, their cus-
toms, their labour, their struggle and aspirations, their joys
and SOrrows. : : : :

The Albanian folk dances have atiracted the admiration
of many great writers and artists, among whom Lord Byron, .
who in his «Childe Harold» mekes a picturesque description
of an Albanian dance. .

The dolk dance vary in form and subject, according
1o .the districts, the sex and age of the participants. Every
district, and indeed nearly every village, has its own charac-
teristic dances. Someiimes the same dance is executed dif-
ferently in the same area. This is explained with their
diatectical and ethnographic ramifications. .

~ However, in spite of the great variation of dances of
the different districts they also contain common elements:
deriving from the unity of the Albanian tradition which
© inspires them: '

. A rest home for workers on the beach of Durrés.
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" Defence of the socialist Momeland 1s a duty above all |
ditties for the entire people.

:
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In certain districts in the past, men and women used

‘to dance separately; mixed dances were rare, even within the

same clan. Generally, women's  dances are easier, slower,
lighter, with more gracious movements, whereas men's dances
are «graves and fiery, with abrupt movements that give
an impression of strength, o
The dances vary according to the age of the participanis.

. I'n'the ‘Labéria region, for example, there are old women’s

and young brides’ dances in which the participants dance in
a semi-circle to the accompaniment of polyphonic songs,

In regard to the mumber of participants, there are solo
dances (Northern Albania and Kosova) and duo dances
(throughout Albania). As a rule, trio dances are performed by
{wo men and one woman, or vice-versa. -

In the more common form of danee the performers move
in a straight line, however, there are other forms of dances .
which, though essentially reclilinear, combine winding move-
ments and pirouettes; there are also dances in double or
opposite lines and occompanied by songs. The most current
form of dance ig the circular one, which is frequently met
with both in Albania. and among the Albanians beyond its
borders. o o

.The inventive spirit of the Albanian people manifests -
itself in the great variety of folk instruments. There are

- percussion ingtruments, such as the drum and the tambourine;.

wind instruments such as the flute and the bag-pipe, string
instruments such as the lahufic and the ¢iftelia, '

The flute is the most widespread instrument. It is a
wooden or metal tube some 42 centimetres long with holes.
A very popular instrument - is ciftelie, a small mandoline
with a long neck and, generally, two strings used mostly
by the Northern highlanders. o : ' i
. Our oral folklore, comprising birth, marriage, and death
rituals, is very rich. . ' S

The -collection of folklore is a very ancient iradition in
our country, but no systematic work was done in this field
prior to the liberation of the country. The Institute of
Popular Culture has set itself the task of collecting - this
treasury. The folklore is the patrimony of the entire people, -
therefore a large number of people of various professions,
especially teachers, have been mobilized in- this action.

‘Research, collection and study of the creativeness of the

people have been organized .according to a plan. The Insti-

28. - 117 A
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of Popular Culture maintains consiant ,_a.nd {fruitful links
&J‘fgx peoglg all over the country who confribute to the en-
michment of its collections. Today they. comprise 4%183?}'
than one million verses, 7 to 8,000 pages of prose, abog], ;000
proverbs. and 12,000 puzzles, about 10,000 tecor ‘mng‘ o
homophenic, polyphonic, instrumental and dance n’é'l.:]s[l;[:} ar o
this rich material 42(1 volumes, or a total of about 12, b p ges,
: ublished. . : .
_have{nbele%lpbegan the publication of the fund of'ﬂ;g Alb:{l
nian folklore. This collection, which may be flesc:ﬂb aseries
encyclopaedia of oral folk literature, comprises four i eries
devoted respectively to popular prose, legendary epic, ﬁﬁed
rical epic and lyrical poetry. The three volume series en e :
«The first Collectors of Albanian Folklores (1635-1912),6 re
four volume series ~Popular Prose-, and the series «%.eggng Eeg
. Epic» have already been published. The Institute Eas is ed
gpecific publications, as, for instance, cn:dlectmns'c{1 p;lpu ?e
. songs and tales on work, the woman, etc., whic fe1 lt{,tlc;are
- working people with the virtues e:gal’oed in our 10 ore:
The Ingtitute of Popular Culture is organizing -thg 11;11 A
cations of musical and chﬁergtqgrap}}mb ;ir;ks. It has already
- gi lication a co ion of . o
glVEI%hfg rstlfll:lg of the Albanian folklore has alrealdy rftaac:hgcdl_
the stage of a scientific summing up of the resu 1:s1 a ]?cal
in its research. The publication of 50_ yohimes o'f og} : m;.tsdies
and chorveographic folklore, and of about 500 sclen dlC s u'this
and papers spesks of the important progress made in
fl*al“:l"I‘l'xe study of regional folklore and the comparative stut%y
of inter-regional- folklore will open up a new road 1‘10(1 a?c
development of work on a sound scientific bamfl _wd i sﬁr i
the same time combating the tendency to a generaly oiks Fc:-f
tive study of Albanian folklore, apparent in some W
C ot 37. _ . _ :
e %?;?Jﬁ;iegeggr%hig;&libanian folklore-constimte a major con‘;i
‘tribution to the Balkan folkleric science and h.a;rﬁ agmlﬁ:n
special interest in scientific circles, especially in the Ba
counr?'ﬁisﬁks to the research work carried out in the flelcll1 c}rf
Albanian folklore it has won the respect of the progressive s¢ 3-1 -
ars of this discipline all over the world. Proof of this ;i;ens
proceedings of the ond Congress of Balkan Studies in At b,
the 1st National Conference of Albanian folkleric scrence,
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the National Folkloric Festival in Gjirokastra, ete. Speaking

. of the festival of Gjirokastra, an English musicologist, Pro-

fessor Albert Lloyd, said: «What impresses the foreign folklore
student most? First, perhaps the fact, what the amateur
groups als0 demonstrate, that Albanian folkloric music i8
still alive and going strong. The situation here is entirely
different from what it is in the West, where we can enjoy
only what remains of tradition which used to have a certain
grandeur, Second, the fact that Albanian musical folklore
is extremely varied in its heroic-narrative songs, powerfully

. expressive in its songs from the¢ steep mountains of the North

and in the vibrating and harmonious romantic choruses of the
South sung in various ways and rhythms which defy the
most’ daring modern composers. The instruments themselves
greatly atfract the musicologist — the powerful sounds of
the lahuta of the North, the sweet murmur of the double
flute of the South, the strange sounds of the zurle, the
melancholic pastoral melodies of the common flute and of the
ilute called kawall, the pulsating vhythms of the cifteli, all
these and other instruments expressing the remarkable vigour
of the Albanian music make a deep impression on the
foreigner. In this festival we had the chance to admire the
creativeness of an entire people, energetic and interesting,
ardent and thoughtful, militant and friendly, proud of their
ancient traditions end eager for innovations. The Western
musicologist whosé idea of folkloric musie is essentially der-
ived from books and not from close contact with people,
cannot imagine that folklore can be so intimately linked with
the daily problems, as it is in Albania.» ' : .
«For an ethnologist of Central Europe», writes the work-
er of the Archives of Phonograms of the Academy of
Sciences of Austria, Dr. Dietrich Schuler, «to attend - the
National” Folklore Festival of Gjirokastra is simply a piece .

. of good luck. I was amazed by the richness of the Albanian
. folklere, the wvitality and spontaneity of the performances:

based on the forms of an ancient tradition. Unlike other
countries where folklore is only a local concern, here we see
that folklore is a great concern of the people and the state.

. «Besides this, there are also other questions which
draw particular attention. Albanian science has the rare
possibility of closely following the life and culture of the
people, studying them not only in their present stage of evolu-
tion and development, but also in their history. Innovation
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and iransformation and many other problems of interest 1o
ethnologists and sociologists, can be studied - heve with
far greater advantage than in any other country [Problems
of the development of culture in general and of the demonstra-
_tion of hypotheses through the observation of reality, can he
dealt with just as profitably., And since research work in the
field of folklore occupies an important place Albania, there
is mo doubt that this science will make great advance
Albanian folklore and folkloric science have earned a
well-deserved place in the European and Balkan folkloric
science in general. : .

Ethhograp'hic patrimony

The Albanian people possess an inestimable ethnographic
treasury. Gorgeous national costumes, fine silk embroic_lexjy
rugs and carpets decorated with national molifs, artistic
objects in silver filigree and poker-woﬂk, dwelling }}ouses
of an original architecture, gates and windows ch1se_11gd
with ornamental motifs,~ walled-in cupboards,’ characteristic

cornices and chimmneys — all this testifies to an original
talent and an artistic tradition preserved. generation alter
generation. '

In regard to the greai wealth of its ethnographic tra-
dition Albania is a countiry of an ancient culture. N

Among the various artistic genres which ‘the Albanian

ple have cultivated with success, the. applied aris occupy
first place. Every object of daily use such-as costumes, vessels,
famiture, work tools, and even. dwelling - houses ‘bear the
imprint of the popular artistic taste. -

The Albanian popular art is very rich and varied. Every
district and village has ifs peculiarities. However, in the cour-
se of its development, popular art has acquired some common
characteristics. There are also clements of culture 'borrovyed,
of course, .according to the Albanian taste, from the neigh-
bouring countries with which the Albanian people have been
in close relationship through all their history. :

Weaving, knilting and stitch-work can rightly be-con-
sidered a popular art, Every Albanian woman is gble o do
not only simple stiteh-work but also sewing of a high artistic

level.

The national costumes of Tropoja, Elbasan, Devoll, Gji-
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rokastra, ete., the carpeis of Kukés, Korca and Labéria, the
‘knapsacks of Zadrima, etc. testify to an ancient tradition.

“Knitting which is widely practised both in the South
and North, comprises costumes, clothes, vests, shawls, gloves,’
stockings ete., produced with a great variety of stitch-work.

" Lacework and knitwear decorated with popular .matifs are

widespread. This kind of work, both for men’s and women’s
knitwear, is used in Malésia e Madhe and in the remole
regions of Kukés for stockings and socks. ' :

The linen and woollen cloth of which the national costu-

_mes are tailored, is woven on hand-looms and then decorated

and embroiderad by the gifted Albanian women. The carpets
and thick bedspreads of the South as well as the rugs and
decorated lines of the North are also woven on hand-loom,
just as the thick woollen fabrics for overcoats, haversacks,
etc. ' :
" The carpets produced in the region of Korea, as in many
other regions of the couniry, are remarkable for their skilful
combination of colours. In the mational costumes, rugs and
carpets, the art of our ancestors has reached to our days.
This ancient tradition has been preserved and further deve-
loped by the nmew masters of Albanian popular art. -

The national costumes indicate the high level of culture
of the Albanian people, their fine taste. Every region has its
own costumes, and frequently every village, or at times even
group of families within the same village, have a particular
manner of dressing. Costumes differ in their material, their
ceutting, their predominating colour or combination of colours,
their particular ornaments, etc. : :

Women’s costumes are very varied and richly ornamented.
Their visible parts, such ag collars, bodices, cuffs and skirts

“ete. are embroidered with silk or cotton thread of wvarious

colours, with red and black predominating. _

The woollen vest or tunic is edged with red or other
colours. Over the vests women wear -finely embroidered
aprons, The aprons of “Shpat, ‘Dumre, Myzege and Fushé-
Kruja are remarkable for their exquisite taste.-

The head-dress is an important garment of Albanian
folk costumes, Its dimensions vary, sometimes being guite
large, like in Myzeqe, sometimes rather small, but very gra-
cious and elegantly rolled around the head, like in the regioh
of Zadrima. _ : ,

Like all the Balkan peoples, the Albanians wear sandals
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(«opinga») of ox hide, their - forms -varying according to
region. Light and quite suited to the mountainous terrain of
our country and elegant, too, they are decorated on the
uppers with iresses of leather or multi-coloured hempen
strings. T : o

Since times ancient the Albanians have been working the
metals. They <mploy several methods for this purpoese:
hammering, casting, engraving of filigreeing. Hammering and
casting are ancienb techniques, as testified by many objects
of the Illyrian culture, such as belt buckles, etc. The perfec-
tioning of the technique of hammering led to the manufacture
of spears, sabres, yatagans, swords, etc. Cast objects, too,
date back to-the Illyrian epoch. Numerous objects, weapons
and their parts and even women’s ornaments, manufactured
according to this technique, have been discovered. Weapons

and other objects made according to this - technique by the .

metal workers of Berat, Elbasan, Gjirokastra are displayed
in the counlry’'s museums, -
Chiselling has a long-established tradition especially in
the towns of Berat, Elbasan, Gjirokasira etc. .
The armourers and goldsmiths of South Albania are
famous for certain types of weapons and armour plates,
buckles and ear-rings, bracelets and butfons as well as nume-

rous other articles completing the ornament of national costu- .

mes. :
Work in copper is a widespread art of ancient tradition,
Excavations in the tumuli of Illyrian settlemenis have brought
to light 40 types of clasps {fibulae), as well as necklaces,
diadems, bracelets and bronze defence weapons.

In time, the range of copper or bronze articles of daily
use, mainly vessels, has constantly widened. :

All objects were chiefly ornamented with geometric

motifs, and, more seldom, with. loral motifs, like stylized

cypresses, ete.

Apart from weaving, in which the popular art has attained
a high degree of excellence, wood-carving, - ordinarily em-
ployed in dwelling houses or buidings of the cult (ceilings,
cupboards, iconostases, etc), in furniture and their fittings,
work tools, was an unmatched skill of this country. The
artistic taste of the Albanians has left its imprint on all
inds of objects of daily use: spoons and howls, distaffs

and pipes, «lahutas- and bride’s chests, rockers and looms,

ete. Ornamental motifs, whether carved or embroidered, have
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the same source of inspiration and feflect' the same tradition.

. The objects of daily use produced by the popular artists,

both in the mountains and ihe plains, preserve the features
of our ancient culture in all its originality. . . : :

The crafismen of Dibra have won gréat fame in the
Balkans. Their productions were in great demand as far away

- as Asia Minor. The masters of South-eastern ‘Albania have

ieft objects of their art everywhere the southern part of
the peninsula. The work of the earlier Dibra masters Is
finer, often with plant motifs, whereas their later successors
combined plant and animal motifs. :
Woodcarving, ag a traditional occupation of the Albanian
people, was raised to the level of trade production, which
served purposes broader than those of the domestic economy.
fn the districts enjoying favourable conditions schools of
woodcarving were -created, the most important being those
of Dibra, Berat and South-east Albania.- In the 17th "and
18th centuries, this art reached its apex, with the Albanian
masbers attaining such artistic excellence as made them

~famous even beyond the borders of the country. In the 19th

century this art began to decline.

The craftsmen of -Dibra and Cermenika used pine wood
for the decoration of Tooms or dwelling houses in general,
The schools of Berat and Shpirag, working on a rather nar-
rower field, became widely known for their carvings on
various kinds of wood, the alm-wood being used in preference.

Wood-carving has been raised to new heights after the
liberation of the country. _

Albanian popular architecture is of ‘particular interest
for the great variety of its buildings, the <«kulla» of the
Norih, and the characteristic dwelling house of the town

and villages.

The kulle is-a turret-type construction which appeared
during the epoch of feudalism in Albania. Today it has re-
mained only in the mountainous regions of North Albania.

“Its walls, built of big stones, are from 1 m fo 1.50 m

thick and constitute an effective protection against possible
attacks from outside, S ' :

The Albanian people stand as a particular’ ethnic . group,
due not only to their language and anthropological features
but also their ethnographic traditions. Albanian ethnographic
material, which -is of great scientific and artistic interest,
has drawn the attention of many scholars of different times.
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Ethnographic ‘information about Albania can be found in
various works of the ancient Greek and Roman authors,

Byzantine registers and chronicles, in reports of the commer- |

cial and political agents who have travelled through Albania,
in acts and documents written in different periods, but. this
information, unfortunately mutilated and superficial, has onl
the value of an auxiliary material. : :

Albanian ethnography has attracted the attention of the -

Albanian patriots, and in particular, of the early writers and
students of the Albanian language in the 17th centwry —
Budi, Bardhi and Bogdani, of the members of the Albanian
colonies abroad, and moreover of the patriots of the national
Renaissance who, in the 19th century, studied the national
culture with some success. Compelled to work in dilficult
conditions, often pursued and persecuted by the foreign oc-
cupiers, their work could be but fragmentary, despite their
good will, S ' _
Only after Liberation work for the collection and study
of ethnographic material assuied all the importance it
deserved and was raised to a scientific level, especially with
the setting up of the Ethnographic Sector in 1947.
. Today, in the documentary funds of the Eihnographic
Sector there are tens of thousands of objects, photos, designs,
charts and sketches, as well as- other material objecis coming
from 300 Albanian settlements in the last two centuries (19th
and 20th). These documents are a comprehensive illustration
of the way of living of the Albanian people before Libera-
tion. The collection of matlerials belonging to our present time
continues. ' o : ' :

The Ethhographié Sector carries out research wark in

many districts, concentrating on the study of traditional
activities, especially agriculture and animal husbandry. Dwel-
ling houses, urban or rural, as well as national costumes, are
the object of study of a long series of publications, which
shed important light on the material and spiritual culture

of the Albanian people. Their malerials, collecied and. pub-

lished with. great care, acquaint the broad masses of the
people with a great ethnographic wealth almost totally
neglected in the past. -~ - ' -

The intensification of the struggle against backward and
reactionary customs and concepts degrading woman, against
religion and. religious prejudices, against the system of pa-
triarchal life, and other such blemishes of the past set new
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tasks to Albanian ethnography. It is important to go to the.
roots of these harmful customs which impede the develpment
of society, and fo smash their idealistic reactionary philoso-
phical basis. In the choice of the subjects of their study the
Albanian ethnographers are guided by the concern about
carrying out the great tasks posed by the development and
deepening of the ideological and cultural . revolution in

Ethnographic studies, as' part of comparative Balkan.
studies, show that, in spite of the many-sidedness of the
traditionial eulture of the Albanian people, this culture rests
on a common ethnic basis formed in ancient times over all-
the habitat of the Albanians. This is evident not only in the
material culiure, national costumes, popular architecture, ves-
sels and furniture in general, but alsc in the social and spiritual
culture of the people, such as the provisions of the Canons
and the customs of family life, which reveal a common
stratum of fradition. , ' S

The Ethnografic- Museum of Tirana, set up in 1948, and.
the many local museums of districts and even villages, play
an important role in the collection and preservation of the
ethnographic treasury of the couniry. The Ethnographic Mu-
seum of Tirana is visited by all categories. of people, es-
pecially the young, as well as by intellectuals, people’s artists
in particular, who are inspired from the artistic itraditions
of the people. This museum is an interesting visiting place
for foreigners. '

"The Ethnographic Museum maintains relations with many -
countries of the world, where it organizes exhibitions which
enable people abroad to get acquainted with the artistic
traditions of the Albanian people. '

The road of the development of the Albanian
literature B : - o

«The General of the Dead Army», a novel by the Al-
banian writer Ismail Kadare, was published in Paris a few
years ago. «This novel» the «Albin Michel» Publishing Housge
wrote on. this occassion, «is the revelation of the Albanian
literature, a voung literature very little known to us. Its
publication gives ils author from the very start an enviable
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placé in world literatures In his preface to the book, the.

well-known French writer Robert Escarpit states, «Ismail
‘Kadare gave the French readers a novel of world stature.

The novel made a deep impression and soon was frans-. -

. into many languages. It was followed by other novels
?I‘tiﬁe same autli?or: «g']?heg Castle», «A Chronicle on Stone-, etc.

At the end of 1978, the volume eniitled «Ismail Kadare
and the New Albanian Poetry», a collection of poems by
Kadare, Dritéro Agolli, Natasha Lako and Fatos Arapl, was
published in Paris. In its preface Alain Bosquet writes among
other things: «The spirit of Albania is in its best poetry...
In this century, it acceded to independence, which was a
rather poor form of liberty, of which the great Migjeni
wrote: “Misery works day and night’. At last came the
People’s Republic, the only example of radical transfgrma-!non-
in a nation capable of living in the 15th cenfury by imagina
tion and in the 2lst century by. hope» - , :

The author of the selection and translation® of poems,
_ Michel Métais, in his presentation of the volume entitled
«Poets -“Who speak- for an Entire People», writes among
other things: «Albanian literature was not horn yestf_aﬂrday, and
poetry was for a long time its tavourite and exclusive means
of expression, so much so that the first-Albanian novel was
written in verse... One is astonished how this poelry could
remain altogéther unrecognized. After a long period in the
dark, it had to speak to itself in order to find itself again, 10
regain its strength ‘against the deaf ear often turned to if.

Today it can speak for itself loud enough even for those who

pretend they don’t hear» - Lo

These works, warmly welcomed by the public in Europe
and on the other continenis, were a great success. They prove
the emergence of a new, powerful Albanian literature, its
development on the road of socialist realism. ) :

Albanian literature is relatively young, The first book
in Albanian is Gjon Buzuku's «Misselr, which came to light
in 1555. During the Ottoman rule,.in the course of their
wars against foreign occupation and for national independ-
ence, the Albanians worked with self-denial 1o preserve
their language, their arts and their culture. Writers and
poets made their contribution not only to the enrichment of
fheir national culture, but also to the awakening of the
national consciousness of their people, in order to raise them
in struggle against the military and feudal regime of the
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sultans. One of the most brilliant periods of this struggle
is. that of the National Renaissance, extending from the
second half of the last century to the beginning. of this
century, It saw the emergence of eminent writers and poets, .
who, devoting their life and talent ‘to the problems of the
time and the life of the people, worked for posterity. Such
are, for example, Naim Frashéri, Andon Zako Cajupi, Sami

- Frashiéri, Kostandin Kristoforidhi, Vaso Pasha, Filip Shiroka,

Mihal Gramene, Fogion Postoli and dozens of others, who
were the forerunners of present-day Albanian literature.

The proclamation of the national independence opened
a new period for the Albanian literature, in which critical
realism was predominant at-that time. This period extends
from- 1912 to 1940, and its most outstanding representatives
are. Ndre Mjeda, Fan Noli, Millosh Gjergj Nikolla (Migjeni),
Aleksandér Drenova. (Asdreni). Their whole literary activity
is a stern indictment against the feudal-bourgeois regime,
which savagely suppressed all progressive ideas.

Contemporary Albanian literature was born during the -

National Liberation War. It developed alongside of the great
economie, political and social transformations of the last
decades. The great value of this literature lies -in the fact
that it is linked with the interests of the people, serves these
interests and militates for them. I5s objective is 1o deal with
the great variety of themes of the Albanian socialist reality,
to describe the various periods of the struggle of the Albanian
people and treat them from the Marxist~Leninist viewpoint.
These ideas have inspired Shefget Musaraj, Ismail Kadare,

 Jakov Xoxe, Fatmir Gjata, Anastas Kondo and many other

writers,
The revolutionary spirit- of the people, their struggle

_ against imperialism and revisionism, their national pride and

their lofty principles of proletarian internationalism are the
elements which characterize the creative sworks of the Albanian.
writers. The method of socialist realism has been the guiding
compass in their work; contrary to the claims of the bour-
geois esthetes, it does notl create stereotypes, but favours the
most complete development of individual styles..

The socialist revolutionary content of a literary work
depends on the degree of its representation and interpretation
of the reality in the development of the class struggle, dealing
with its contradictions always according to a definite positive
communist ideal, and in the light of historical perspective.
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In this regard, socialist art brings the progressive forces to
the fore; it describes their struggle and shows the perspec-
tive of their development, avoiding all stereotypes or happy

endings, or fatalism and hopelessness iypical of the decadent

trends of today. : :
The literary works of socialist realism describe characters

in their typical milieu, reflect the essence of social life,

and the political, ideological, ethical and esthetic attitude of

man towards it. The characters of Albanian literature reflect

the psychology of different social sirata, their level of intel-

 lectual and social development, as well as their individual-
. peculiarities; Likewise, the background against which they

act and develop, cannot be the same as in ather countries,
just as literary and artistic tradition, too, differs from one
people to the other. It is up to the writer of socialist realism
to understand all these elements and strive to create in the
" national and popular spirit. .

The style and manner of writing in Albanian literature
are varied, and this is only natural. The principles of so-
cialist realism do not prevent, but, on the contrary, enable
the author to make the best and most arfistic use of lan-
guage, to display his personality, his artistic individuality.

The new Albanian literature bears its own national
character heing the expression of the consciousness of the

Albanian people in the great historic momenis they have’

lived and- are living through today. The national and po-
pular character of Albanian literature is not a secondary
element but an essential feature, a fundamental component
of its existence, a principal factor of its vitality and success.
- The national character of Albanian literature is also mani-
fested in the efforts of the writers to reflect the spiritual
world of the Albanian people, their conception of life and
death, of freedom and bondage, - love, marriage and the
family, of work and leisure, their sense of humour confronted
with the epical and lyrical aspécts of their existence, their
attitude to optimism and pessimism, contradiciions, etc., ete.
Completing the characteristics which make up the originality
of this literature, its national character created in the course
© of historic events, the Albanian authors in their works employ

the popular idiom, its infonations, rhythm and praseology fo -

reveal the inner world of the people in all its magnificence.
In its development on its own soil Albanian literature
comes up against alien influences, modernist or conservative
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trends which are repressed as the national character of litera-
ture grows stronger. Our literature is in opposition to bour-

geois and revisionist trends and tendencies, to formalism, to

an art which does not serve the people, which is not under-
stood by the people and does nol reflect life truthiully, but
advocates chaos, the crisis of society and man.

The original national spirit of the new Albanian litera~
ture, which puts the stress on the forms and features charac-

teristic of the Albanian gpiritual world, on its historical in-

dividuality, on the temperament, psychology, way of life and
traditions of the Albanian people, does not at all lead to
isolation from the world as a whole _
The new Albanian literature has a strong epic. flavour
deriving from the very epic nature of the life of the
Albanian people through the centuries, from: the character
of the deep-going social revolution they are carrying out.
The epoch of socialism, with its ~unprecedented class strug-
gles, the epoch of tempestuous and dramatic upheavals inevi-
tably leaves deep traces in the development of literature,
giving it a pronounced epic colouring and making it, 1o spme
extent, an encyclopedia of communism. '
The new Albanian literalure has made progress in the
epic as well as the dramatic and lyrical representation of the
reality, seeing the problem of the heroic acts in harmony and
relationship with the spiritual world of man, his sentiments,
agdinst the background of the development of the past and
present society. : _ .
The party spirit, the communist content, which lie at
the basis of all the Albanian literary creativeness, explain
the ideological purity of the Albanian literature, its lofty mi-
litant and revolutionary spirit. The literature and art of so-
cialist realism which flourish in Albania fruthfully reflect the
objective reality and are a powerful means to steel the new
man and to revelutionize his consciousness. Qur literature
and art have a profound popular character, they address
themselves to the large masses, and not to an élite, and have
become an important levér in the great ~machine of the
revolution. : : _ -
The Albanian literature plays an active role in the life
of the people, not only by educating the readers, but also by
inspiring and encouraging them to become hard-working and
conscious builders as well as valiant fighters for the defence
of the gains of socialism. It does it with warmth of feeling,
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with vividness and a great variety of styles. Meditative and
«objectiver frigidity are alien to the Albanian poetry and
prose, which are rich in lyrical passages, contrasts and gtrik-
ing images emanating from the diversity of life itself.

In his historie speech at the 7th Congress of the PLA
Comrade Enver Hoxha, speaking about literature and art,
among other things, stressed, «The national character and
the popular spirit are expressed through the truthful reflec-
" tion of reality, from the standpoint of Marxist-Leninist ide-
ology, the assimilation of all the experience of our culture,
both its old progressive iradition and its- new revolutionary
elements, in a critical way, proceeding from the class gtand-
point, and firmly relying on the peoplels creativeness. The
popular and national character is expressed not just in the
creation of the works alone but alse in their execution and
interpretation.»

The close links with foﬂdore, avoi‘ding folklorism, are

also "typical of numerous works of Albanian literature. In

this case it is not a question of imitating the folklore and
being content with its level, but of getting acquainted with

it and taking advantage of this immense wealth of the po-

pular inspiration. The folklore is a great source of inspira-
tion for the Albanian literature of socialist realism. Born as
a necessary expression of the aesthetic attitude of man io-
‘wards the reality, folklore has a great aesthetic influence on
and plays an important role in present-day spiritual life. Folk-
lore is an artistic means which links the present with the
past, sings to the present and causes the strings, which were
drawn tight in the course of existence of the Albanian, o
quiver in his soul, evokes the sounds he has heard in his
childhood, and the sirength of its word and music is all
the more convincing proof of the great masiery of its
unequalled creator, the people! Folklore is in constant evolu-
tion, it develops through collective creativeness but always
OIL the solid ground of tradition. It is a source of aesthetic
pléasure,. because it is linked with the joys and sorrows of
the Albanian people in the course of their history, because
it is an art animated by the people’s spirit.

The successes of the new Albanian lilerature are linked
with the description of the heroic, and revolutionary spirit
of the Albanian people from the time of the National

Liberation war to our days, with the truthful portraying of .
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people, and inspired description of national milieus, with the
reflection of the class struggle, of our marvellous reality,
with a penetrating analysis of the inner world of the new
man, considering him in his links with society, in his
concrete actions, in his attitude to the clash between the
new and the old, while at the same time not remaining
within the framework of man’s «conscicusness», as happens
* with the bourgeois and revisionist trends, but studying it in
. plose conneetion with life and society. The Albanian litera-
j}ture of socialist realism is a militant literature in its sub-
stance, it implants in people’s minds the communist morality,
*\ the love for the Homeland, for the beautiful; for work, for
man. It fights for a sound meorality and a happy family
"\ life, against all dangerous e¢lements, against the open and
' xsgms? enemy, against, all weaknesses and shortcomings
connected with the surviyals)of the alien ideology of the past
and the great pressure exerted foday by the bourgeois and
revisionist ideology. . : '

The proceedings and decisions of the 4th Plenum of
the CC of the PLA, the speech of Comrade Enver Hoxha at
the meeting of the Secretariat of the CC of the PLA on
December 20, 1974, and especially his report to the T7th
Congress, have given a vigorous impulse fo the development
of the content and form of literature and art in Albania.

‘The book — a companion of every Albanian

. The book in Albania has become an inseparable com-.
panion not only of some «book worms-, but also of the
masses of the  people. It belongs not just o intellectual
cireles, but also to people working in factories, plants, agri-
cultural cooperatives, to peoplé in the towns and in the
remotest mountainous villages. This is achieved not only
because of the low price of books, and the- exceptional in- -
crease of their editions in eomparison with the past, but
especially because of their content, which responds to the
requirements- and aspirations of the readers.

In the 13 years from 1945 to 1857, in Albania were
published ag many books as were published during the last
four centuries taken together, ie. from the publication of ~
the first book in Albanian {1553) up till 1944,
© In 1973, 800 new titles were published in Albania.

e
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Editions of books in 1979, as against the pre-war level,
increased about 60 fold. In other words, against 183,000
books published in 1938, in 1978 their number i_nc::ease_d
to 11,000,000, or more than 4 books per inhabitant, which'1s
higher than the world average level. ' o

As against the year 1038, the - circulation of newspapers
in 1979 increased over 17 fold, that of magazines, reviews
and other publications 8 fold. . :

: Radical transformations have also taken place in the con-
tent of publications. With their comprehensive characier they
are in a position to meet the needs of the working pecple

of all categories and all ages. The book.is not, as it was in
the past, a means of profit-making for the printers and pub-
lishers, but a powerful instrument to raise the level of

education and culture of the working masses. .

’ Immediately after the liberation of the country, the pub-
{ication of political and ideclogical works was considered a
major task. At present the Albanian reader hag translations
of the main works of Marx snd Engels, as well as the Com-
plete Works of Lenin and Stalin. In 1969, the «History of
the Party of Labour of Albania» was published, followed by
the Works of Comrade Enver Hoxha in Albanian and his
Selected Works in many foreign languages, among which
Jmperialism and the Revolution», «Yugoslav 'Self-administra-

‘fion’ — a Capi¢alist Theory and Practice», «Reflections on

China» (in two volumes), «With Stalin~ {memoirs’), «Eurocom-
munism is Anti-Comnmnisms, «The Khrushchevitess, ete. -

\Among historical publications, whose aim is.to throw.

~ light on the glorious past of the Albanian people, there are
works of capital importance, such as the «History of Al-
pania», the «History of the Albanian Literature as well as
‘other important studies on parficular periods of the history of
the Albanian people and mainly the glorious epoch of Skaii-
derbeg. Besides, scores of books on eminent figures of our
history or reminiscences of participants in the great epic of
the National Liberation War have been published.

The publication of Albanian and foreign literafy works.

has followed up the general increase of publications. The
column <literature» in the Albanian book ‘catalogues com-
prises titles with a total’ circulation of millions of copies.
The Albanian reader is keenly interested in world pro-
.gressive literature too. Today, Homer and Aeschylus, Dante
and Shakespeare, Cervantes and Goethe, Shaw and Dreiser,
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Heine and Byron, Balzac and Tolstoy, Gorky and Mayakovsky,
Lu Hsun, Jack London and Whiiman, Ibsen and - Chekhov,
Next and Brecht, Fadeyev and Pratolini as well as a great
number of contemporary revolutionary writers from the
countries of Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin America and Austra-
-lia, are read in their Albanian translations. Ever greater
efforts are being made to create a picture of the present-day
world through the books of authors enjoying the sympathy
of the masses of the people. _

The volume of translations is considerabie, covering many

countries and writers, because through its best writers each

country, big or small, expresses it own individuality, its own
national values, :

Great work has heen done to spread the book among
the large masses of the people. At present, there are more
than 40 siate libraries in the various districis of the country,
“with their funds exceeding 120 times that of the year 1938.
Without counting thousands of personal libraries, there exist
also 3,000 libraries in work places, institutions, agricultural
cooperatives and schools. Besides, in order to meet the needs
of the readers for books. which are more difficult to find

libraries maintain regular links among themselves and borrow:

books from each other. This is a current practice especially
for the technical and scientific books or for those in foreign
lahguages. '

During these last years the network of bookshops has
been greatly extended. Today, they number more than 250,
half of which in the countryside. Even the remotest mountain
zones have their bookshops. - - . '

Begides the workers of libraries and bookshops the Writ-
ers and Artists’ League of Albania and its branches in various.
districts, the mass organizations and the readers in general
do a great work for the spread of the book. Thus, in order
to inform the reader about new books, book reports are
published and literary sessions and meetings with writers
anl book traders are organized periedically.

All these achievements show that Albania, once the coun-
try of illiteracy where the book was considered a rarity,
today is among the advanced countries in regard to the
publication'and distribution of books. . o

lB-_- 117 A
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The theatre

Archeological excavations made in Albania unearthet_i. a
number of buildings of public performances. A very beguﬁfpl
theatre is preserved in the ancient city of Butrint. ‘With its
18 rows of places, its orchestra and stage, it constitutes an
architectural monument of admirable beauty on the hill-slope
on which it is situated. The small theatre discovered in the town
of Orichon is also situated en a hill-giope. 'Itheatrwal perfor-
mances and gladiator fights were organized in these theatires.
The iheatre discovered in Apollonia is of a different type.
It has an open stage for musical performances. Remains of
another ancient theatre have been found in the lilyrian city
of Bylis. _ _ '

There "is ample evidence that there was a VIgorous
theatrical life as early as _t‘h‘-zl glth century before our era in

e territory of present da ania.

the 1;’F’lays rgn a Ezgiven subj{act, complete.w_ith characters, cos-
tumes, monologues or dialogues and mimics are common In
the Albanian folklore, too. Some of these Qlays, according
to all appearances, must be very old. Such is, for example,
. the play called «The Distribution of Lambs {in the Northgzg
Highlands) which is based on a phallic cult, as practis
in the villages. of ancient Greece as early as the -6th century
before our era, during the festivities organized in the honour
of Dionysius, the god of wine. From the 15th century plays
became part of the life of the Albanian people who repre-
sented in them their victories over the enemy.

During the Ottoman domination, no mention can be
made of theairical life, However, from the year 1874 an
amateur movement began to develop, ‘a-nd it _pl.ay_ed a very
important role in the revival of the n'atmn:i\l’ gpirit, in deepen;
ing the love for the Homeland, and in ralsing the masses 01
the people in war against the foreign - enemy for natlonat
and social emancipation. This movement underw?nt a greeil
development . in Korga, especially during the 30’s, as W’F‘
as in other ciéies - Shkodra, Viera. Gjirokastra, Elbasan, i-

te. : _
ram}’l“:ﬁie amateur theatre has played a particularly great role
during the war for national liberation. In these sformy ygarsi
in city quarters, in the villages, in the units of the ngtxgﬁna
liberation army, even in the prisons the freedom fighters
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carried out a broad legal and underground thealrical activity.
The performances given by the partisans, who kept the script
in one hand and the rifle in the other, were of great assistance.
to the political education and mobilization of the masses in
the struggle for the liberation of the country. On this basis,
in the days of the historic Congress of Pérmet, when the .
people’s power was growing ever stronger, the amateur ac-
tors of partisan units, celebrating this event, created their
permanent theatrical iroupe, the {irst nucleus of the People’s
Theatre. '

The partisans brought a new element to the theatre — the
man of the people, a hero until then neglected, oppressed and
scorned, who, taking up arms and growing aware of his
strength was now becoming the master of his ewn destiny.

The people’s theatre, which was horn neither in the
limelights of luxurious theatres, nor as the product of a
given school or method, but was the direct continuation of
the partisan theatre, illustrates and presents with great truth-
fulness this epoch of the healthy storm of the revolution. It
brought to the stage a hero embodying the best qualities

‘of a people who had freed themselves and become conscious
of their own strength. The new Albanian theatre exalted the
heroic work of the people. Like the partisan theatre, which
enflamed the hearts of the fighters and the whole people
after the battles waged against the enemy, the contemporary
Albanian theatre is the fribune of a dialogue with the working
people, a vast amphitheatre breathing the revolutionary spirit
of the time, Drawing its inspiration from active life, from
the live work of socialist construction, building its characters
ever closer to the Albanian reality, the Albanian theatre has
acquired new features both in content and form, becoming
ever more accessible to and comprehensible for the masses,
more democratic and of a more distinctly national character.

The repertoire of the Albanian theatre is mainly made
up of works of Albanian contemporary playwrights, dealing
with past and present problems of the Albanian people.

In the repertoire of the national theatre, a particular place
belongs to the plays devoted to the struggle of the Albanian
people for ireedom and independence. Such plays as «The

‘Cs;ptfain of the Brave- by Sulejman Pitarka, «Halili and
- Hajria» by Kol Jakova,. «The Seven Shalians+ by Ndrek

Luca, and others, recreate the time of the heroic resistance
of the Albanian people to the invasion of the QOftoman hordes,
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3’ A Q}Jc))ur theatre gives an important place, to plays which { of the relations and contradictions emerg/'{zg in the course
X eyoke the glorious epic of the National Liberation War, such of daily life and show the way to overcome them. The ¥
Qq%s «The Prefect» by Besim Levonja, «The General of the ‘ introduction of this new element into the Albanian drama
ead Army», a theatrical adaptation by Piro Mani of the is determined by the great role of the collective in society.
- _novel of the same title by 1. Kadare, «The Fisherman’s The plays of Albanian playwrights, classical or contem-
Family» by Sulejman Pitarka, «Dom Gjoni» by Kol Ja- porary, put on the stages of our country, tesiify to the X 3§
~? kova, ete. _ x . increased creative capacity of actors, producers and decora- 3j &
™ Several Albanian plays tackle problems connected with  tors. The fact that major works of the world theatre such.. ¥
ﬁ the great social transformations and ¢he popular revolution, a3 «Othello», «Hamlet», «King Lears» by Shakespeare, «Love { §
© .~ the land reform, the great socialist nationalizations, ete. - and Intrigues by Schiller, «The Auditor» by Gogol, «The 2
< Worth mentioning among others is the play «Our Land» by  Noble Bourgeois», «The Miser», «Tartuff- by Moliere, «The 1 3 &
.J Kol Jakova, These plays cenire on the dramatic conflicts enemies» by Gorki, «Beyond the Horison» and «The Beils of X
.\i arising from the antagonistic contradictions of the Adbanian ' the Kremlin» by Pogodin, «Arturo Ut- by Brecht, etc. were put 3
Q = reality existing in Albania at that time. Family conflicts are " on stage, is a great success for the Albanian dramaturgy. [~ &
'Q ¥ subordinated %o social conflicts, and plots develop - through With the spirit which animates ii, the Albanian theatr P
N political decay of the feudal-bourgeois society and its serves the political and aesthetical education of the broa TR
' " working masses. oW

final liguidation. : _
. An important place belongs tc the plays which take - In the years after Liberation a number of professional

! their subject from the work for the futher revolutioniza- theatrical troops, besides the People’s Theatre, have been
' tion of the whole life of the country. The great social ‘set up all over the country.
R transformations, accompanied by transformations in the. cha- Parallel with this, in work places, villages, schools, army
R racter of man, gave a new impulse to Albanian drama.  units ete. ‘thousands of amateur artistic groups have been
3 Predominant in the plays of this period is the positive hero, created. They perform regularly before the public especially
i who is not an invention of the playwrights, but the product y . during theatrical olympiads or other artistic manifestations.
of the socialist reality of this revolutionary .period. The :
' struggle for the emancipation of woman has brought to the .
fore the figure of woman. The characters of young women The cinematography .
in the _Playyﬁﬁi(@g_hland—ﬂiﬁp__bLWa, «The : _
tet-Th the Dowry=> by Fadil Kraja, and O 5 Tghting » - In 1947 a group of Albanian film-makers shot the first

Albanian chronicle film, at a time when other couniries
are drawn very truthfully. -&,\m&;{,‘a v R : had years of experience in this field. Thus, the art of film-
Along with other problems pgf the theatre of thest resed’ making, the youngest of the seven arts, began in Albania

_ ( cent years, the description of %he relations between the : on virgin soil. Experienced and skilled cadres were lack-

with courage for the triumph of the new, _fo their. righ

individual and the collective foccupies an important place, ing, there were only some primitive makeshift appliances.
Many plays underline the roje of the masses in the educa-’ { _ The iilms made during the period after Liberation bear
tion and transformation of jnan, of the individual, whose the imprint of the new reality of the Albanian life, of the
existence as such is not negated, but on the contrary, is march of the couniry on the road of the construction of the

L . . . new socialist society; they are, at the same time, a biogra h
held in high esteem as far as his activity responds to the of the ~New Albanis- Film-studio itself. » grapny

interests of the collective, society. The plays «The Second Hundreds of documentar . , :

o Tias - _ . v and chronicle films illustrate
Faces by Dritéro Agolli, «The Men of the Rocks by Kadri the first mass actions organized to heal the wounds of the
Piro, «The Lady of the Town» by Ruzhdi Pulaha, and mere war, or the selfless work of the people for the industriali-
others, along with major social problems, also treat problems zation of the country, the development of the economy and
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culture. Film-making developed in quality and its ideological
and artistic level was conhstantly raised in the process.

The «New Albania~ Film-studio, with- a number of
laboratories and the related eguipment, was set up in 1952.
After a time the first full-length films were made relying
on our own forces and means, among them: «Tanas, «Debatik,
and others, which were shown with great sucecess.

After the 60’s, especially in the more recent years, the

Albanian cinematography has increased its production, of

documentaries and news-reels. The documentaries «The Dance -

of the Eagles», «Sword in Hand», «The City of a Thousand
Windowsw, «In the Service of Public Health», «Oil-well 542»,
«Migjenis, «Gjirokastraw-, «With our Fishermen», «A Significant
Silence» and many more, are works of great ideological and
artistic value, highly appreciated by both the Albanian and
foreign. spectators. _

The art of film-making has reached higher peaks, has
become more mature from the ideological and aesthetic point
of view. The number of good films, which make a great
contribution to the enrichment of the national artistic trea-
sury, has increased. Films like «A Special Mission», «The
Commissar of the Light», «Triumph over Death», «Our Land,
«The First Years», «Open Horizons», «The Eighth in Bronze»,
«0ld Wounds, «White Lines», «On the Threshold of Summers-,

«Narrow Sireets Thirsting for Light», «The Highland Girl»,
«The Guerrilla Unit», «Traces», «Poppies on :the Wall», «Ge-.

neral Gramophone~, «Girls with the Red Ribbon-, efc. have
met with a warm reception in the country and abroad.

Film production in Albania has increased fivefold in

comparison with the beginning of the 60’s. The Albanian
cinematography has shown itself in a position to produce
films of world siandards, which have won prizes at interna-
tional film festivals. '
: In the last ten years the Albanian cinematography has
developed different genres of the art: films for children,
including cartoons and animated cartoons, feature films, po-
pular scientifit films, ete. The laboratories of the «New. Al-
bania» Film-studio have been modernized.

As a genre of popular art, the Albanian film is strongly
based on the principles of socialist realism and Marxisi-Leninist
esthetics, It takes its subjects from the active life of the
people, their struggle for the liberation and defence of their

- ——— =
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country, the conflicts between new concepts and old back-
ward customs, from the struggle for the revoluiionary tran-
sformations in the everyday life of the country. The
Albanian films reflect the heroic road traversed by the
Albanian people, their traditions and noble ecustoms, their
desires and aspirations, the historical reality wuntil the
liberation of the country and the reality of the struggle and
work for the construction of socialism. The heroes of the
Albapian films are modest, hardworking people, ordinary wor-
kers and peasants, soldiers, and people’s intellectuals.

" 'This has nothing in common with degenerate erotism,
the cult of murder and violence, which are so widespread

'in the decadent Western and revisionist cinematography. In
‘Albania all paths are blocked to degeneration and confusion

in social life, and among the youth in particular, to the
development of prostitution and crime. S
A large number of film specialists have been trained in

_ the course of work. Every new film comes out with new

names, young talents. that continue to swell the ranks of
Albanian film-makers. - _

The film has become a powerful means for the education
and recreation of the masses of working people. Instead of
17 small cinemas which existed before liberation, in the end
of 1975 there were 410 motion-picture houses, autocinemas
and ambulant cinema sets in the cities, villages and produc-
tion centres, o ' o : o

The film has broad perspectives of development in Al-
bania: in 1980 the «New Albania» Film-studio produced 40
documentary films, 26 newsreels, 10 animated cartoons and
14 full-length feature films. In the meantime, new sections
for filming, screening, film processing, a new film archive,
all complete with modern technique, have been built.

| Revival of the figurativé arts

The first national exhibition of the figurative arls was
opened in Tirana in 1945, i.e, only one year after the eoun-
try’s liberation. T'wenty-two painters and sculptors partici-
pated with portraits, landscapes, drawings. compositions, all
on a reduced scale. This was the beginning of a series of
annual exhibitions which reflect the development of the fi-
gurative arts .as an integral part of the development of the
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new Albanian culture. Since then the number of painters
-and sculptors has increased, various genres of the figurative
arts have developed, many large-scale compositions, momi-
mental paintings and sculptural groups have been produced.
. Imposing busts and monuments, memorial plaques and statues
have been put up in public squares, gardens and historic
places. Along with national exhibitions, local exhibitions or
exhibitions of works of individual artists are often organized.
As against one exhibition in 1945, scores of exhibitions are
organized every year in the cities and even in the agricultural
cooperatives. As against 22 artists exhibiting their works in
1945, the names of hundreds of professional and amateur
artists figure in the national exhibition today. Exhibitions
of works of Albanian painters and sculptors have also been
opened in any foreign counfries, arousing the interest and
admiration of the visitors with the militant spirit of their
works as well as with their healthy content and artistic
realism. : ' _

These achievements speak clearly of the development and
revival of the arts in our country. As is known, under Ot-

toman domination, islamic religion prohibited the expression’

of the human figure in painting whereas Christian orthodox
vules prohibited its expression in sculpture. The fligurative
arts completely declined in the long period of the Middle
Ages. Under the regime of King Zog, the arts were neither
encouraged nor supported. In the years of the people’s power,
 however, all the conditions have been created for the broadest
possible development of the figurative arts. o

In Albania today there are quite a few painters who
have given proof of their outstanding creative abilities. Be-
sides them, an army of amateur artists make their confribu-
tion to.the new socialist ar$, to the revolutionary education
of the working masses and the formation of the new man.
The main concern of the artists is to reflect the many aspects
of the socialist reality, like the other kinds of art do.

During the first decades since 1844 great efforts were

made to capture and' reproduce the heroic spirit of the-

. socialist life in general and of the new man in particular.
This element is evident in a good number of paintings,
«The Proclamation of the Republics (by F. Haxhiu), «Assembly
Workers> (Sh. Hysa), «Our Land» (Z. Shoshi), «The Land
Reform» (G, Madhi), etc. The heroic character of the time is
revealed in the realistic portraits of heroes or in compositions

CULTURE 457

ﬂiust'rating the selfless work and efforts of the sons and
daughters of the people. The way they choose their subjecis

and the creative manner in which they treat them enable the

artists to reproduce the characteristic Albanian way of think-
ing, the characteristic Albanian world, in all its national
colouring. : '

The Albanian painters draw inspiration from life, irom
the work and of the working class of Albania. Large-
size paintings of a monumental character portray the typical
worker in typical moments of life and work at the plant
or factory. This type of painting reached its maturity in the
50’s. Though fewer in° numbers and not always successful

artistically, the works of this period have their value in the

fact that they reflect the growing interest of the artists in

active life and their adoption of the method of socialist-
_ realism. The ambition to-create works illustrating the life

and action of the great working masses is one of the posi-

‘tive tendencies of the 50%.

In the 60’¢ the figure of the worker is freated more
extensively and more thoroughly. Advancing with the years,
the artists achieve a greater degree of ideological and political
insight into the phenomena of -reality. The theme of the
working class is {reated with greater vaviety -and vi-
tality. The painting which has the worker as iis main
figure develops along several lines. In the beginning the per-
trait of the worker is predominant. Later, in the second
half of the 60's, the figure of the worker is represented in
close connection with the environrment. This figure, however,
is represented more completely .in larger compositions,
which begin to predominate in ihis genre. Its development
in the 60’s is due 1o the close links of the painters with life,
to their richer experience of the active life for the socialist
transformation of the country, and their higher degree of
ideological maturity and professional skill.

In the recent times among the Albanian painters pre-
dominates the tendency to the treatment of the theme of
the working eclass on a monumental scale, realized in ferse
artistic language. '

The new socialist life in the village occupies an im-

portant place in Albanian painting. From the 50’s this theme .

has been treated with ever new methods, according to each
phase of the historical development of the country. The
great revolutionary transformations in the countryside have
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become a sourceof inspiration for the painters, who concentrate

on the portraying of the positive figure of the peasant. But.

it is only in the 60’s that the rural theme in painting gains
new depth accompanied with a rise of its ideological and
artistic level. The painters 'try o hring into relief the new
which the socialist transformation of the countryside has
brought about in the peasant’s life in general, in his daily
work and inner world; they emphasize the growing role of

the ordinary man as an active participant in the construc-

tion of the new life. After 1986 the rural theme in painting
finds its vivid material in the mass labour actions. Depending
on the individuality of each artist, the stress is put on this
or that distinguishing feature of the new socialist man.

The Albanian sculpture today is in a certain sense, a
cortinuation of the best traditions of the past, developed
in and enriched with ¢he gpirif of patriotism and the popular
character of the new times.

Qualitative changes appear in the new interpretation of
phenomena by the sculptors whose activity begins in the
period before the liberation of the country. People’s Artist,
Odhise Paskali has created a number of busts in which the
search for the Albanian type is a predominant feature of
his art. In the bust of People’s Herv Vojo Kushi the courage
and fearlessness of the staunch fighter for the revolution is
embodied. Janaq Page also departs from the established

. clagsical norms in presenting the inner world of the commu-
nist fighter Qemal Siafa. ' )

Albanian sculpture is acquiring ever new features, which

manifest themselves not only in its growing interest in actual.

problems, but also in its rising skill of artistic execution, its
healthy spirit of innovation which every day adds to the
old tradition. The tendency today is towards increasing di-
versity of forms and means, and individuality of styles. The
creative activity of the Albanian seulptors shows that socialist
realism, as' a method, enables them to enrich their means
of expression. N : '

The Albanian sculpture today has acquired a new di-
mension in the realistic reflection of life and the revolution
in the conditions of our country, which is the essence of
the movement for innovation in the Albanian arts. This new

background engenders new forms of arfistic expression. Qrig--

inal composition, plasticitly and clarity of forms, dynamism,
as well as a marked tendency towards the monumental, as
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dictated by. the very nature of the ideas and emotional world
which it reproduces, are the main features oi this new ten- -
dency in sculpture. ' _

The striving fo represent the reality in its wide diver-
sity has added to the freshness, vividness and fruthfuiness
of Albanian sculpture. The attraction by themes from actual
life ix seen in the development of major genres, in the crea-
tion of a considerable number of monumental sculptural
groups,

Decadent currents and different «isms» in vogue in
many countries of the world are alien to. the Albanian

artists.

Development of music

The nature of the Albanian music is optimistic, Tt can
draw on the rich treasury of the folk music to sing to the
joy of life and work, to the glory of the battles won, to the

present and the future. The Albanian folk artist has im-

mortalized the memory of his heroes fallen in battle in all
kind of melodies and songs, Nevertheless, the anti-popular
regimes of the past, neglectful of the culture of our people
in general, were an impediment to all progress, so much so
that outstanding figures of .Albanian musie, the brilliant so-
prano Tefta Tashko, the outstanding fenor Kristag Antoniu
and others were forced to develop their falents abroad.

Albanian musical art proper was born in the mountaing
as a call for national liberation. To the melodies and songs
that the partisan fighters brought with them from the moun-
tains were added the melodies and' songs of the new life,
the songs of the joy of work, New talents emwerged, the
ranks of composers increased. Besides songs, romfances, rhap-
sodies and ballads, the repertvires of our musical groups and
orchestras ‘were enriched with oratorios, mugical tableaus
end other major genres, which brought a new element, to
the Albanian musical world. In this manner, the Albanian
operetta, opera and ballet came into being. Overtures, con-
certos for piano, violin, flute, ete., chamber musie, suites
and symphonies are now performed in concert halls all over:
Albania. ' : o

One of the major works of Albanian music was the
operetta «Agimi» by Kristo Kono, who also wrote the vocal~
symphonic poem «The Martyrs of Borbva». Later came the
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oratorios by Kostandin Trako, the first symphony by Cesk
Zadeja, ete. : T

The first Albanian opera, «Mrika» by Preng Jakova,
was put on stage in 1954. ¥ was followed by «The Spring~
by Tish Daija, «The Flower of Memory» by Kristo Kono, «The
Heroines» by Vangjo Nova, and others, In 1963 the Albanian
public were given the first national ballet, «Halili and Hajria»
by Tish Daija. Later, the ballets «Delina» by Cesk Zadeja,
«The Partisan» by Kozma Lara, «The Highland Girl- by

Nikolla- Zaragi, «The Fisherman’s Family» by Tish Daija, ete,

were produced. .

In 1968, on the BOth anniversary of the death of the
National Hero, Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg, the operas «Skan-
derbeg» by Preng Jakova and «From the Mists» by Pjetér
Gaci were produced. '

The musical life of the country has been enriched with
thousands of songs which are sung all over the country, with
a number of operas, operettas, musical comedies, ete, as well
as with musical plays for children. To 2ll this should be

added the ballets and concerts of the May Decade, song fes-

tivals and the frequent symphonic concerts.
One can say without hesitation thai today the Albanians

have their own music, not only because musical works have °

their libretos and words in Albanian, but also, and above
all, because they have a deeply Albanidn character, develop
according to the great laws of the true proletarian art, and
the method of socialist realism,

The radio and teievision

After the establishment of the people’s power the radio
underwent great development. Thée number of broad-
casting stations increased beyond comparison with the period
before libheration. The main radio station is Radio Tirana.
The total power of the Albanian radio stations is about 630
times as great as that of the period before the War. The
Albanian television, with its centre in Tirana, is modernly
equipped and together with the radio stations of the coun-
try, constitutes the material base for carrying out the cul-
tural and political-ideological propaganda of the Party. They
make the voice of the Albanian people heard all over the
world. . . '

With the complete electrification of the country almost

GULYURE _ 461

every Albanian family can listen to the radio and watch TV
programs, through which the broad masses of working peo-
ple are educated with the Marxist-Leninist spirit of the
Party, are tempered ideologically and politically and given
the possibility to broaden the horizons of their knowledge.
The number of radioc and TV sets has increased incaleulably
in comparison with the recent past. ' )

The many and diversified radio- and TV programs are
suited to a vast auditorium, lo all categories of people,
ages, and professions, There are broadcasts for workers, coo-
perativists, students, women, young people and lij;tle _chll—
dren. About 30-40 per cent of the broadcasts of Radio Tirana
and the Albanian television are devoted to spoken programs.
Information occupies the greatest part of radio programs. Short
condensed information, full of figures and facis, chronicles,

reports and interviews, telephone eonversations and corres- .

pondence, all this has introduced into every house the.every—
day life of the country in all its diversity, along with the
word of the Party addressed fo the working masses. _

Part of the programs of the radio and television is set
aside for talks of an ideological character, which contribute
to the education of the masses with the Marxist-Leninist
ideology, the uprooting of the hangovers of the reactionary
ideology of the overthrown classes and alien influences 10
socialism, the -discarding of retrogressive mouldy customs
and rites, the tempering of the new man. :

Numerous broadcasts addressed o the peasants and the
townspeople illustrate the -successes achieved in the work
for the socialist construction in the country. Through these
programs the radio and television propagate advanced ex-
perience, the innovations and rationalizations made by the
advanced workers, the recent discoveries in science and
technology, the major contribution made to the development
of the people’s economy.

Through the radio and television programs the working
people foilow the development of the arfts, literature and

cinema, gain a befter knowledge of the works of the best
progressive wiriters and artists of the world.
Musieal programs also occupy an important place in the

radio and television broadcasts. They make people acquainted

with folk music and the works of our composers. Part of the
programs is devoted to operas, fragments of classical or con-
temporary music by foreign composers. '
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The protagonists of the programs of the radio and te-
levision are mainly working people, who, through these
powerful means of communication, show their successes,
exchange their experience, express their opinions about the
problems which preoccupy them, The spoken programs, to
mention only them, call before the microphone or the TV
camera tens of hundreds of workers and intellectuals. In
~this manner, the radio and television have become a real
school, a tribune from which the Marxist-Leninist ideology,
the technical, scientific, cultural and arfistic thought is spread
all over the country.

Radio Tirana broadcasts 80 hours regular programs in
19 languages for foreign listeners each day. Many of these
programs are intended ‘fo acquaint the foreign listener with
Albania, with the historical past of the Albanian people,
with their struggle against their many enemies for their
national and social liberationy their experience of the con-
struction: of socialism, their achievements 'in industry, agri-
culture, education and culture, as well as in all the other
fields of everyday life. Part of the programs is devoted to
news and commentaries on international events, which analyse
the international situation in the Marxist-Leninist spirit,
point out the stand of socialist Albania towards international
events, expose the aggressive policy of the superpowers and
other reactionary forces, lay bare the main contradictions
of our epoch, illustrate land encourage the class struggle of
the proletariat and the movement for the national and social
liberation of the oppressed peoples and couniries. "

Culture — the patrimony of the entire people

The cultural institutions in pre—liberéﬁed Albania could. :

~be counted on the fingers of one hand., The whole country
could boast only a few cinemas, two museums and 5 public
libraries. The ‘theatre, the opera, the circus, the variely

theatre, the house or hearth of culiure, etc were unknown. .
And .even those few existing cultural institutions were fre- ,

quented only by a handful of people, :

. After the establishment of fhe people’s state power a
broad-and unified system of cultural and artistic institutions
was set up. During this period the first professional artistic

.
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institutions — the drama theatre, the puppet theatre, the opera
troupe, several circuses, variety show theatres, ete. were
sei up. In 1979 the country had 26 professional theatre trou-
pes; 1,900 museums, museum-houses or rooms, 1,751 of which
in the countryside. Of 5 public libraries with 13,000 books
the country had in 1938, in 1979 their number increased to
47 with 3,700,000 books. At its present stage of development
Albania has one cultural-artistic institution for every 600
inhabitants. )

More important still is the fact that favourable condi-
tions have been created for the masses to pursue warious
cultural and artistic activities, The number of books in li-
braries has increased over 100 times against the pre-war
period, without including here the many libraries of produc-
tion centfres, schools and other institutions which are open to
everyone. Services in them ave free of charge.

The cultural artistic institutions, including the Opera
and Ballet Theatre, organize tours, not only in towns but
alse in the countryside, in different work places, construction
sites, army units, hospitals, schools, etc.

In order to enable all the working people to participate
in the cultural life of the couniry, ticket charges for cultural
artistic performances are very low. In this case, too, the
state defrays most of the expenditure for the development
of art and culture, Cinema tickets cost 1.5 or 2 leks, and for
organized groups only 0.5 leks; tickets for professional artis-
tic performances, including those of the Opera and Ballet
Theatre, cost from 2 to 3 leks. - .

The Albanian working people are not only spectators,
but @lse creators of art and culture. It is only after Libera-
tion that a new type of cultural instifution — the palace
of culture, the cultural club, the house and hearth of cul-
ture, ‘began to carry out its political and cultural activity
among the masses of working people. In 1973 there were
2,000 houses and hearths of culture, without speaking of
the thousands of «red-stands» set up at work places all
over the country. : e

This extengive development of cultural and educational
institutions speaks of the great work done for the ideological
and cultural revolution. In these institutions the working
people read, listen to concerts, conferences and discussions,
work in literary or artistic cireles, visit exhibitions, in
general spend their leisure time in_a culiured manner. There
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are special instructors atlached to the above-mentioned insti-
tutions. :

Education of children and cultivation of new falents are

the main concern of young pioneers’ palaces and houses, com-
prising vatrious sections and circles, sports grounds, cinemas,
etc. All the schools of the country also run various circles of
young talents. _ :

Economic enterprises and cultural institutions in town
and countryside, schools and army units have an organized
system for- the study of Marxism-Leninism and for the pro-
pagation of innovations and inventions, for the dissemination
of scientific ideas, as well as circles dealing with problems
of hygiene and health protection. '

The popular character of culture in the People’'s So-
cialist Republic of Allbania is alsc manifested in its profound-
ly revolutionary ideological content and spirit which, reflect
the interests and aspirations of the broad masses, their efforts

- for the construction of a new life.. All artistic activities are

pervaded by the strong revolutionary feelings of the masses.

The popular characier of our art is also reflected in the
composition of the large army of Albanian artists. They are
the sons and daughters of the people, workers and peasants,
for whom the people’s power has created -all the possibilities
to idevelop their falent. Therefore, they spare nothing to serve
the people. o

The ideal of a life of luxury and isolation from the
masses of the people is alien to the Albanian artists. They
are one with the masses, live and work with them. Like all
-our people’s intelligentsia, they take direct part in productive
work in order to be able to know bettéer all aspects of life,
the difficulties of the masses of working people, in order to
link themselves better with the masses and to inspire them-
selves from their heroic spirit. From time to time Albanian
writers and artists leave their studios and ateliers and go
to work and live in the countryside, at construction sites
and industrial centres where they find the material ior
their realistic works. :

For the iiscovery and encouragemeni of new tslents,

artistic festivals and «decades», competitions of amateur
groups of enterpriges, schoecls, army units, agricultural coope-
ratives, ebc. are organized by the state on a national or local
scale. ) . ; . .

People of the different branches of literature, the fine.
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arts and music, participate in the discussion of their works
by the broad masses, Frequently, after a performance, thea-
tres become places of heated discussion of the work which
hg{-; Just been put on stage. Public meetings with the par-
ticipation of the authors are organized to diseuss new li-
terary works. ' - '

Thanks to these. achievements the arts.énd culture in .

the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania have become a
real patrimony .of the broad masses of -the people. Today
they serve the ideological and aesthetic education of the
masses and contribute directly to the construction of social-
1sm in Albanija. o :

The road of Albanian science

In the centuries the Albanian people have defended

their native land and their national dignity not enly by

the force of their arms but also by the vitality of their cul-

ture and. knowledge, From: among their ranks have emerged
many unnamed talents, creators of monumental works of

arch1tectgre and painting, of magnificent rhapsodies which .
have defied the centuries, eminent men who belong to both

the _naﬁional and world history — statesmen, generals and
humanists of world stature. However, the activity of our

- men of letters in the past never went beyond the limits of

individual initiatives, despite their love of the language. f
i . olk-
lore, literature and history of their people. T;henaiudgii-bour—

. geois regime of Zog, which tried to foil all progressive ini-

tiative, abandoned all the fundamental problems of our na-
tional life and culture to foreign students and scientists.
Therefore, before the liberation of the country, the dream of

the Albanian patriots to see their country with an academy,

university, scientific research .institutions, remained a ‘utopia.

The triumph of the people’s revolution paved the way
for. the Albanian people to develop their culture, to extend
tl;elr knowledge, to make progress. In the conditions- of the
dictatorship of the - proletariat the creative forces of the
talgnted Albanian people were given, for the first time in
their history, all the possibilities of development,

The socialist regime cannot be conceived without a eul-
ture, education and science of its oW, because it is the most

30 — 117 A
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" advanced order, founded on the knowledge and implemen-

tation of the laws of nature and society for the well-being

of the people. Therefore, the very first steps taken afte_r
Liberation weré accompanied with important measures for
the development of science at rates unknown in the: past
history of Albznia and of many countries which boast greaf
traditions in the field of science. - _

Under the people’s power, all the branches of the Al-
banian economy have developed at rapid rates. The Albanian
economy relies on the achievements of modern science and

technology and introduces them -into production and other

economic activities. Assessing the great role and importance
of science for the development of the economy and culture,
the Party of Labour of Albania and the people’s power en-

courage scientific-research activities, taking organizational,

technical and material measures for the training of the
cadres necessary for the development of research work,
which will enable Albanian scientific thought 1o reach new
heights. Science, from the concern of a marrow -circle of
- ‘people, has been transformed into a b'roafd, orggmzed and
planned activity of the state. Today il is carried on by
many institutes in the centre and in the districts, by scien-

tific groups and councils, fechnical and technological bureaus,

"the chairs of the higher schools and the institutions under
the Academy of ‘Sciences. : \
~ The broad masses of working people pariicipate éxten-
sively in the scientific life of the country. With their activity
they help the extension of scientific’ work in the great pro-
duction centres. ‘They carry out thousands of experi-
ments in agriculture, work in- scores of technical and tech-

nological bureaus set up in all production centres, are active

in experimental schools, scientific eircles and associations,
where they learn new things and sum up what they have
learned. _ :

In recent years, and especially after the founding of the
Academy of Sciences of the PSR of Albania, many con-

ferences, sessions and congresses on scientific problems have -

béen organized with. the participation of many foreign scholars.

:
\
.I .
4
l

-—
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The Academy bf Scient_:es- of tlie PSR of Albania

Relying on the work done in the course of more than a

- quarter of a century for the consolidation of sucialist culture,

the 2nd Plenum of the CC of the Party of Labour of Albania
held on June 20, 1972, adopted the decision on the creation
of the Academy of Sciences of the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania, which was sanctioned by decree of the Presidium
of the People’s Assembly of October 10, 1972, This date

-marks the founding of the Academy.

The first session of the Assembly of the Academy of
Sciences of the People’s Republic of Albania was held on
January 25, 1973. The founding of this institution is the
result of the all-round material and spiritual development
of the counfry, as well as a necessity dictated by the great
tasks set by the construction of socialism at that stage and
by . the brilliant perspectives opened to our counfry in. the
future. Albania has already embarked on the. road aof in-
tensive socialist development, which calls for most rational
utilization of materidl and human resources, higher produe-
tivity of labour and more qualified management in ail spheres
of -socialist activity, The present stage of the economic. and-
cultural development of the country makes necessary ‘more
profound and comprehensive studies for a further improve-

-ment of the method of direction of scientific work, a better

co-ordination of scientific activities on a national scale, s0
that scientific and. technical forces and means are employed
in a more rational and profitable manner and. the gqualifica- .
tion of cadres is carried on sounder scientific: bases. . :

Through its leading body and its various sections, the
scientific institutions attached to it, and their special com--
missions, the ‘Academy of Sciences plays an important role
in the solution of problems connected with the organizatjon
of scientific activities, and, in particular, with their co-ord=-
ination on a national seale. The Academy of Sciences of the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania has the- primary. task
of developing research and study on the scientific criteria
of the Marxist-Leninist methodology in the sciences which
come within' the domain of activity of the institutions ul-
tached to it, of co-ordinating the scientific research of the
various. institutions «depending on .it,: of submitting to the
competent organs the more important problems of the de-
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velopment of new branches and disciplines of science and
technique, of iniroducing the new methods into production
and scientific research, as well as studying all questions con-
- nected with the training of new scientific cadres. The academy
ensures -the co-ordination of the work of all the institutions
attached to it, as well as of all the other scientific institutions
depending on the ministries. S ,

The Academy of Sciences directs the work of a number.
of scientific research centres, such as the Institute of History,
the Institute of Philology and Literature, the Institute of

Popular Culture, the Institute of Economic Studies, the Institu- .

te of Nuclear Physics, the Institute of Hydrometeorology, the
Computer Centre, the Hydraulic Laboratory and the Seismolog-
ical Centre. Other institutions, serving the further development
of thé economy and culture, will be set up in the future.
Their- activities  will cover general theoretical problems, as
well as the applied sciences, The Assembly of the Academy
--of Sciences has three large sections: social sciences, natural
sciences, and technical sciences, which cover all the disci-
plines and studies. : )

The Academy of Sciences of the People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania, either on its own or in co-ordination with
" -the University of Tirana and other scientific and educational

- institutions, organizes national conferences and congresses,

frequently with the participation of foreign guests.
All the scientific activity of the Academy of Sciences of

- the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania is hased on'the .

Marxist-Leninist world outleok. This is one of the superiori-
ties of science in our socialist order, which enables it always
to find its bearings in "he labyrinth of the unknown, of
making correct interpretations of facts and phenomena, of
drawing correct theoretical and ipractical conclusions, .while
at the same time waging a stern struggle of principle against
idealism, metaphysics and theology, which are the enemies
-of genuine science and inhibit progress. The proletarian party
spirit is a constant feature of Albanian science.

. Science in Albania is not and never will be the privilege
of an élite. In the address of the Central Committee. of the
Party of Labour of Albania and of the Council of Ministers
of the PSR of Albania to the first meeting of the Assembly
of the Academy of Sciences, it is sald among other things:
«The people and science, these two great historical forces,
which until yesterday were divided and divorced from each
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other, today, in the conditions of ' gocialism, operate together,
multiplying their forces to speed up the process of develop-
ment of society. In our country, scientific thought is ever

"more becoming the patrimony of the masses of the people

and enriching their ecreative activities»

Scientifie activity in Albania is net a question of personal
preference or choice, or the domain of a given group or
collective. It is a very important spheve of state activity,
which develops according to a plan and in the interest of the.
-state, society ‘and science itself. The social responsibility of
science does not in the least restrict the individual scientific
freedom of the scientist. On the contrary, it illuminates the
road for the man of science, increases the value of his work
for society, enables him to tackle important theoretical and
practical problems of ‘the present.and the future.

The ‘progress of Albanian science is not unconnected with

-the development of world science. Though it is a small

country with limited possibilities, Albania is extremely inte-
rested in the new acquisitions of .world progressive science,
and iries to appropriate rapidly and with effeciiveness the
achievements of ‘modern science and technique. This is one
of the important tasks of the Academy of Sciences.

The Academy of Seciences represents Albania in the in-
ternational arena, making its voice heard in sciemtific as-.
sociations and congresses abroad. The links of Albanian
science with world science do not develop in one way only.
Albanian science also coniributes to world science by pu-

‘blishing the results it has achieved; it has its say in the

field of scientific research, especially in those sciences which
,E;fl?ﬁ more immediately linked with the specific problems of
bania. . '

Towards the bril_liaht peaks of science

In the course of the years under the people’s power
Albanian scientific thought has made great strides ahead.

" Freed from spontaneity and subjectivism, the new Albanian

science has orientated itself towards the fundamental pro-
blems of economic and cultural development, towards the
bolder perspectives which are opened by the new socialist.
order. Here finds its embodiment the Marxist-Leninist: con-
cept of the social role of knowledge and science as a means
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to study and transform the reality. The results achieved

in the natural and techniecal sciences, the Activities earried
out in this field enable a better utilization of tlre natural
assets of the country, its mineral ores, its water resources,

its uscful plants, ete. in the interest of the development of .

_ the economy. Intensive work is being done to resolve many
_ important scientific questions connected with the different

§ect0rs of the socialist economy, agriculture, construction,
indusiry, health service, defence, etc. for designing and build-
ing complex hydro-electric plants of world standards, for

" discovering and mining the riches of the subsoil, for con-

‘structure and nature of the mineral deposiis of the country,

structing farming machinery, industrial eguipment, ete.
~Many studies are of special theoretical and practical
inferest. Such are, amongst others, the study of the geological

of its hydro-electric resources, of the productivity of field

crops, of the improvement of breeds of livestock, etc. The

new Albanian science makes ifs contribution to the continuous
modernization and mechanization of the processes of produc-
tion, the -eonstruction of new technological lines and new

plants relying on the internal material and human resources.

The Institute of Hydrometeorclogy, by improving the
quality of observations and  their interpretation, has largely
met the urgent  demands of the economy with useful data
connected with the construction of the projects of the five-
year plans: it Was carried out a series of studies in the field
of meteorology, hydrology. and hydro-chethistry for the as-
sessment of climatic condibions and hydraulic resources of
the ‘country, and for their large-scale utilization in. the re-
Iated sectors of the people’s ecomomy. .~ B

* The Seismological Centre, besides the recording of 'seis-
mic phenomenia, has compiled the catalogue of earthquakes
of Albania for the period 1800-1970 and completed an in-
teresting study on the seismological map of Albania. .

. The Ihstitute of Nuclear Physics has applied advanced
biophysical mmethods in’ warious sectors of. production and
research, in collaboration with different institutes and scien-
tific centres. of produciion. The Computer Centre applies with

success new computer methods for the study and solution of
important.-problems of -many branches: in geclogy,. electric:
power, construction, agriculture, planning, statistics, mechan-

ical-engineering industry, ete.

- .In the field of social studies an important piaée is pe=
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cupied by problems of socialist construction, which are seen
from a broad economic, socio-political, ideological and cultural
angle and in the context of the history of the Albanian
people. : L a

Our social sciences base themselves on the rich experience
created by the Party of Labour of Albania, which has re-
solved many complex problems of the socialist revolution and
development of the country in a creative manner and on a
Marxiet-Leninist scientific basis, making a valuable contribu-
tion to the theory and practice of scientific socialism on an
international plane as well, . _

In its principled struggle against modern revigionism and

imperialism, . the, PLA has firmly defended and dewveloped
the Marxist-Leninist theory, making -2 major - contribution
to the treatment of many problems of current world devalop-
ment, and especially the strategy and tactics of the interna-
tional revolutionary worker movement. The scientific wor-
kers of the research institutes and of the higher schools,
together with a great number of cadres of other sectors, play
a great role in this outstanding work of the Party.
"7 Very positive results have beén achieved in the field of
Albanological studies. In the struggle of principle -against
distorted, anti-scientific and reactionary views of foreign
scholars, which formerly prevailed in the Albanological stu-
dies, a new Albanalogical science, with many branches based
on a scientific materialistic methodology, has been created
in struggle against all pressure exercised today by the bour-
geois and revisionist science in this field of social studies. -
In the process of its consolidation it has resolved a series
of problems of Albanian material and spiritual culture; thus -
becoming an authority in questions of Albanian history, lan~
guage ahd letters. , _ . ‘

The Institute of Language and Literature has published
the «Orthography of the Albanian Language-», the «lrammar
of the Aflbanian Language-, the «Dictionary of Curreni Alba-
niat, the istory of the Albanian Literatures, ete. «Orfho-
graphy of the Albanian Language», based on sound scienftilic

_criteria and published for the firsl time in the history of the
literary Albanian  language, has solved at a high scientific
level the problem of the unification of orthography at the.

present stage of development of the Albanian language.
One of the great successes of the Institule of History
is the writing of the «History of Albania- in three volumes,
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The collective of the Institute of Popular: Culture is
devoting its tattention o the study of .thé major problems
of tradition and innovation in the field of folklore.

Fruitful scientifie research work is being carried out
by the Institute of Economic Studies. This Ingtitute studies
important problems of the relations of distribution and re-
distribution of income, of the productivity of agricultural pro-
duction, of the perfecting of the system of prices in the
peeple’s economy, etc. - _ ¢

The plans of the scientific research institutes of the
Academy of Sciences comprise a series of important problems.
The Institute of Hydrometeorology is working on the «Hy-

drology of Albania». On the basis of syntheses of the applied.

“climatology, it is working to finish studies on the main clim-
atic phenomena. The Seismological Centre has finished ths
compilation of the seismological map of Albania on the secale
1:500,000, the study of the weismicity of the Drin River

basin, and is working for better utilization of seismological:

data. The Institute of Nuclegr Physics studies a series of
important problems of production in collaboration with the
-other institutes which do not depend on the Academy. The
Comupter Cenire is dealing with a number of complex prob-
lems of mechanical engineering, geology, construction, elec-
tric power, agriculture, forestry, planning, hydrometeorslog-
ical statistics, ete.. ' '

_ The Institule of Economic Studies deals with -prob]ems.
- of distribution, organization and management of the economy .

and of the critique of bourgeois and revisionist views and
theorjes. - g

- The Academy of Sciences promotes scientific work and
strengthens scientific discipline. A broad organized work has

been done for the qualification of cadres and for the deepen-

ing of the line of the masses in scientific work.
The setiing up of the Academy of Sciences, the progress

"made by Albanian scientific thought and the perspectives -

of its development have contributed o the refutation of anti-
popular and reactionary views according to which small
peoples and developing countries <annot bridge the gap
created by their technical and scientific backwardness,  and,
therefore, cannot develop without foreign technical and
‘sctentific aid; that they are doomed to live under political,
economic and scientific tutelage of the «greal-, without which
" they cannot make progress,
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The 8th Congress of the PLA set very important tasks to
our science. _

The main objective of all the scientific study work is to
give the 7th Five-year Plan the necessary support to ensure

. its complete fulfilment. Along with this, an important task

and objective of our. science is to” begin immediately to carry
out studies in regard to the next five-year plan (1986-1390).
Great attention will ‘be paid to the assimilation of contempo-
rary achievements and the study of those sciences which are
applied in the fields of vital importance to us, on which the
rapid progress ‘of the country depends and which strengthen
its complete independence. : : '
The main forces and -means will be concentrated on study-

ing our natural assets and, in the first place, in prospecting N

for and the discovery of useful minerals, An important objecti-
ve of the scientific work will be the extension of studies in
the field of machine building, the perfecting of the technology
of production and the mechanization of the work processes, in
the field of designing and construction of different industrial,
hydro-technical, civic and pther projects. Of special importance
are the studies insthe field of agriculture, especially those
which have to do with the protection, increase and improve-
ment of the land, increase of the genetic capacities of seeds
and breeds, the improvement of agro-technique and the pro-
tection of plants and animals. -

‘Because of the conditions of our country, we must persist
in application. This is the field on which scientific research
work must be concentrated, first of all. - j

Importance will also be attached to the fundamental

.sciences, which are the theoretical foundation of the applied

sciences and modern technique. The lask laid down is that
the advanced results and methods of these sciences must be -

_known and mastered in order to put them as fully as possitle

in. the service of production, _

The 8th Congress of the PLA pointed out that the deepen-
ing of the technical-scientific revolution in all fields has set
great masses of people in motion, has encouraged real
interest in mastering scientific knowledge more thoroughly
and in conducting experiments, The possibilities have now
been created to go over gradually to a wider front of greater
improvement and transformations, which will bring about
more radical changes to the benefit of production, technical
equipment, technological concepts or organizational forms, not
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only in individual workshops and factories, but also in entire
branches. To this end, the active role and effectiveness of
science must be further increased, and it must not be dev-
eloped only in the scientific-research institutions, but must
be developed and applied extensively in the concrete terrain,
in the plants, the combines, the fields, wherever material
 blessings are produced, )

The creation of the Committee of Seience and Techno-

logy under the Council of Ministers was an important -

measure {o ensure better direction and organization of the
scientifie study work. ' ' '

s

Chapter seven

PUBLIC- HEALTH

" The sfruggle for people’s health

The example of Albania shows that only socialism creates
the conditions needed for a radical improvement of the peo-
ple’s health. In the past Albania was one of the mosi backward
countries of Europe in this important field. It is enough fo
mention that expenditure for thé maintenance of all the
health institutions of the country at the time of King Zog
was almost equal toe the pay roll of .the King’s courtiers.
Expenditure for public health covered only 1 per cent of
the budget, whéreas the royal court alone absorbed 3.7 per
cent of it. Medical examination cost from 5 to 10 gold francs,
without speaking of medicines, which cost scores of gold francs.
The workers could not afford such expenses and, thereifore,
very rarely went- to see a doctor. According to pre-Liberation

statistics the average Albanian underwent a medical examina-

tion once in seven years. .
After Liberation the situation changed completely. The
state power never separated the improvement of the well-

- being of the masses from the protection and strengthening

of their health, which in the People’s Sccialist Republic of
Albania is considered an important duty of the state. Nu-

-merous health institutions, a vast network of hospitals and :

clinics and a whole army of physicians fight on all fronts

for the protection of people’s health.

In the years of the people’s power, important transformat-
ions have ben made in the public health service, which has
bécome socialist in conteni, comprising a whole system for
the protection and strengthening of the health of the people,
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for the development of their physical- and mental energies,
for the increase of their work capability, for the preveation
-of diseases, -for a longer life expectancy. In socialist Albania,
where exploitation of man by man does not exist, the social
reasons for the existence of a private medical service have
_been eliminated. The physician-patient relations are no longer

- relations of exploitation which lead to the enrichment of the
former at the expense -of the latter. Physicians, just like all
the other working people, are paid by the state. Curing the
" gick for personal profit is alien to the physician of our so-
cialist society.. :

Public health, as it is organized in Albania, has an im-
portant characteristic; it develops according to a plan, which |

facilitates its activities. The. instifuions of pubilic health grow
and develop side by side with the harmonious development
of the whole country, relying on the constant increase of its
economic potential. The socialist state invests considerable
sumg for the setting up of new institutions of public health.

In 1938 the funds for public health totalled 440,000 leks,
-or only 1 per cent of the budgetary expenditure of the coun-
try. In comparison with the pre-war level, now expenditure
for each inhabitant in this field has increased over 100 times.

Hospiﬁ__a.ls

- Year: 1938 1850 1960 ’1%0] 1978
Number of hospitals 10 ) 134 375 . 7683

Number of beds ' 1000 . B300 8600 15100 17000

With the ceaseless increase of the health personnel, Al
bania today has serveral times more physicians. and dentists
than in the period before Liberation.

Number of physicians

Year 1638 | 1950

1860 | 1970
Number of physicians
and dentists _
Number of inhabitants _ . '
per physician and den_tist 8527 8154 3380 1180 - 887 5749

122 149 477 1808 3738 . 4400

.
—r—

1978 | 1980

PUBLIC HEALTH . am

Not only have health institutions extended all over the

" country, but alse constant progress has been made in th_'e
 specialization and qualification of their services. Before Li-

beration the whole capital had only one speci’al‘ized'service.
Today the situation has changed completely. Clinics _of pathe—
logy, pediatries, surgery and psychiairy have bheen sei up in

‘all the districis of the counfry. In many districts other

specialized services have also been organized. - _

In the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, all health
services, from simple dressing to the most complex operations,
from the ordinary medical examination to long-term treatments,
lasting often for years on end in the sanatoriums oOr hospitals,
are free of charge. No matter how long the period of hos-
pitalization and how great the expenses ingurred, the patient
pays nothing. All expenditure is defrayed by the state. This
aspect of the health service in Albania is evidence of the social-
ist humanism, which characterizes. the people’s power, of the
reality of Albania where man is eonsidered the most precious
capital. ' . : . |
All the citizens of the People’s Socialist Republic of Alba-
mia are entitied to medical assistance free of charge. The
same applies to the foreign residents, foreign conmsorts of
Albanian citizens, as well as the foreigners employed[ at
various institutions, enterprises and organizations, provided
no contrary stipulation exists. o

Treatment of patients and the distribution of medicines

_are under no restriction whatsoever. The physicians - think

rather of how to cure the patient than of the cost ef_ the
treatment. Thus, in certain cases the treatment of patients
has cost the state tens of thousands of leks.

All this stems from the very character of the health
service in Albana. This is an important achievement of
the Albanian pevple, which speaks of the unprecedented
strengthening of the people’s economy. No capitalist country,
however pewerful economically, has or can put inio practice
such a humanitarian system, because this would run counter
to the gelfish interests of a handful of people. The cost of
mediéal care and treatment is very high there. As to the
«free of charge~ medical care in certain bourgeois states, In

‘fact, it is based on the funds of «social insurance- created

through the contributions of the workers themselves 50 it is

‘not at all gratuitous, on the contrary, it is conditional on 2

number of factors.
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Medical care in. Albania tends to be as close to the

people as possible. This is illustrated by the fact that héalth
institutions function even in the most remote corners of the
country. The network of outpatient elinics and dental clinics
covers all' the inhabited centres of the country.

Qutpatient clinics

Year \ 1938 ‘ 1950 | 1960 | 1970 | 1978
Tatal
aumber of outpatient : . ' '
clinics - . 290 362 629 1283 . 3028
Number of visits in ) S : .
thousands ' _ 189 . 746 1962 4748 6926
Number of visits :
pel'_ll];()t][) inhabitants 153 . 614 1206 . 2223 2695

First medical assistance is given in outpalient clinics.

The clinics of city -quarters, complete with sections of
pathology, pediafry, radiology-and minor surgery and injec-
‘tions, have all the inhabitants of the related quarters under
‘constant contrel. On first examination the physician fills the
personal file of the patient, recording the diagnosis and

treatment  prescribed. If hospital -ireatment is needed, the’

patient is admitted to the respective hospital ward on the
recommendation of the physician in charge of the case. In
. locality centres the hospital carries out both oulpatient

and_hospital treatment. Provection of workers' health is not

the exclusive concern of health institutions. Many economic
. enterprises have their own health centres, in which workers
are given medical aid. Every town and major work centre,
as well as most of the villages have emergency stations work-
ing round the clock. ' : _ - S

Physicians are present wherever the life of man Is
- exposed to danger. In emergency cases they stand ready to

fly on helicopter to remote or isolated places to save people’s

lives.
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Extension of the health service to the
Albanian village o :

The health service in the rural areas of the country was
almest non-existent in the past. For all the villages of the
country, with 90 per cent of the population, there were all
in all 14 ouipaiient clinics with one nurse each. Malaria,

- tuberculosis, .syphilis, trachoma, etc. took a heavy toll of the

rural population, The peasants of the remote zones never saw -
a doctor in their life, ' : oo
Immediately after Liberation, the people’s power made
every effort to improve the health service in the couniryside,
by ensuring medicai care free of charge for the peasantry
and setting up health institutions as close to the peasants’
homes . as possible. ' .
In these years of the people’s power, the number of health
institutions has increased more than 20 times. Every united
village today has one health centre, including an outpatient
clinic, a maternity home, a dentist’s clinic, or a rurai hospital.
Every village has an outpatient clinic, with a mother and

“child consultant section, and one or more créches.

 Prophylaxy — a fundamental characteristic of
the health service in Albania

It is easier to prevent than to cure. Therefore, prophy-
laxy, prevention of disease, has been the main concern of
the public health service in-Albania since the creation of the
new socialist state. Here lies the essential difference belween

. the concepts of people’s health, as it exists today in. the

People’s Socizalist Republic of Albania, and as it existed in-

» Albania in the period before Liberation, or in the capitalist

couniries where the psysicians themselves are not interested
in such measures. : : _
Prophylactic service was set up in Albania immediately
after Liberation, with the adoption of a series of important
measures to stop the spread of diseases by means of the
preventive vaccinalion  of the population free of charge. In
spite of the great shortage in medical cadres, systematic exam-




480 " PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA

ination of all the working people was carried out as early as

the period 1946-1947.

- Parallel with hospitals and polyclinics, a lar '

of prophylag:tic eslablishments, clinisés, labératoriegsf -ngﬁgl;
been set up in our country, and is ever better being completed
_with cadres, whose experience and ‘professional skill are con-
stantly growing. Gradually, the prophylactic  network has
branched off over the whole country, reaching the most

- remote villages. : -
Instead of one single hygienic centre, which existed

before Liberation, today the country has 26 such cenfres, with

all the necessary cadres and equipment. Likewise, instead of

one bacteoriological laboratory with three higher cadres and
f1v§s me-_dlum cadres in 1944, today the country has 25 bac-
terlqio_g{cal ‘laboratories, with scores of cadres of different
specialities. ' Today there are 25 bromatological laboratories
against none in the period before Liberation '

) 'Bem'de_:s_., sanifary education has become widespread, com-
prising sanitary houses and cabinets on a district level. Thege
Institutions carry out intensive propaganda work among the
p0pulat10n, especially on problems of hygiene and prophylaxy,

In order to put the activity of the prophylactic institutions

~of all levels on a sound scientific ‘basis, to consolidate them

and fo raise the study and treatment of the problems of
hygiene and epidemiology to a higher level, to strengthen.
- prophylactic services, the Institute of Hygiene and Epidemio-
logy was set up in Tirana in 1968. Tt deals with the scientific
study of the hygienic-sanitary conditions of work, the hy-
giene of nutrition and housing, and takes measures to im-
_prove ;hem; it tracks down contagious diseases and assists
the training and specialization of cadres engaged in the sector
of hygiene and prophylaxy. Besides, it gives direct and ac-

tive assistance to the base whenever unexpected problems -

arise, problems -which require the application of most ad-
vanced technical methods. It has become an important centre

of manufacturing immunomological medicaments. The people -

_w_orking at this institute study the working conditions in the

© mines, industrial centres etc., detect the causes that effect the

health of the workers and suggest measures to improve the
 situation. . : o . '

This institute controls the nuiritive value of the food

products, detects the sources of deterioration and infection

of food, and suggests methods and measures to preserve the
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nutritive qualities of food products at every stage of their
production, canning or transport.

Measures -are taken in all work and production centres
in order to create the best possible hygienic and sanitary
conditions for the working people. A worker is employed only
atter undergoing an dbligatory medical examination. The wor-
kers of some categories of heavy jobs, which might impair
their health, are examined more frequently. By special de-
cision of the government, a health centre, with one physician,
one dentist, one assistant physiclan and one nurse, is set up in
the major work centres.

Besides work places, prophylactic medicine covers the
institutes for children of pre-school and school age, in order
to ensure that the norms of hygiene and cleanliness are
rigorously observed there. Particular attention is attached to
the physical development of pupils and students, who are
examined at regular intervals. '

Prophylactic medicine plays an important role in working
out the general plan of cities and villages. All ¢onstruction
designs are executed only after the sanitary inspector has
given his approval. This criterion of work, this control by
the sanitary organs, applies also.to rural construction.

‘These prophylactic’ measures have resulted in the pro-
tection of people from epidemic diseases, especially conta-
geous diseases of the intestines, in the elimination of malaria,
syphilis, trachoma, ete. and in circumsecribing tuberculosis,
poliomyelitis, diphtheria, etc. as much as possible.-

Prophylactic measures are taken by sanitary organs and
institutions as well as other state organs. These measures are
put into practice according to rules on work safety, the protec-
tion of mother and child, the mechanization of work in
agriculture, industry, etc. R

Medical science and the protection
of people’s health

Since the establishment of the people’s power public health
services have extended and greatly improved their quality;
they have been brought closer to the masses of the peoble;
scientific work has alsc been carried out over major problems
of people’s health. With the health service network already

21 ~ 117 A
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ded to the remotest villages of the country, now the
i:fseiﬁgagf- its scientific level has been giveni fop priority. i
Scientific work in medicine is aimed at strengthening the
prophylaciic service through increasing the number of tsag;—
tary institutions, equipping them with modern appara E'Sca.i
and raising the professional and scientific level of tnelme lm—
personnel. The scientific aciivity in this field mainly c?j A
prises the study, planning and execution, on we}fl-founle’
scientific bases, of measures for the pr_otectmn o) f peop ea;i
health, the utilization of new methods and means o prevzx;t
tion, diagnostication and treatment, the 'f-urther :%m%:;hmvlt‘elg ot
of the organization and increased effectiveness o e
service. - _
studies carried out in this field, just as in all other
activ?tkil:s,s are vconducted according to plan. The Faculty O:
Medicine and the Sanitary Centre, the Uqwersgty clinics, a
well as the Institute of Hygiene and Epidemiology, in co-

ordination with the Ministry of Health and after consulting -

ers’ collectives, have drafted five-year plans in which
211}12 v?:olfblems of preventive medicine, in particular tl-;?islg
linked with the protection of the .health of n}other hemd ¢
and of the workers, are given particular attention. These plansh ns
foresee the study of the more widespread diseases, suc
hyperiension, certain liver disorders_, biliary calculus, t_som?
disorders of the stomach and the intentines, rht_eumatmﬁgs
polyarthritis, epilepsia, dental caries, efc. Exfensive 511,:1 o8
_ connected with the introduction of the new achLevemgnhs of
medical science, such ag isotopes, surgical _treatment o] eia :
- diseases, etc., as well as a number of S'LU:dIEE': on ex:penmeétia:ca.1
medicine, have raised the level of scientific and Iﬁftc al
activity. The importance attached to the study of the End
pwlar medicine is noteworthy. The Institute of ﬁyglen? and
Epidemiology carries out major studies in the field of hy
giéne, epidemiclogy and immunology. _ .
These scientific studies are free of all academism, bgcaus-
they are founded on the necessities of ev‘_'-:ryday @ﬁi an . cgﬁr
nected with the problems of the practical aciivity of ur

medicine.

The distinguishing feature of the development of Albanian

is i k of the spe-
edical science is its mass ch'aracter. Tl{le_ wor
g?alists is directly combined with the activity of all the Tagsé
of people engaged in the health sector. jI‘he dex_relopmenbo N
medicine in depth; the raising of medical assistance

i
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higher qualitative level cannot be realized by a handful of
specialists alone. However great their talents and qualified
the aid they give, all this cannot be made without raising
the professional level of all the people working in this sector,
without their broad participation in scientific research work.
In our country, not only the ceniral institutions, but also
the health organs in the villages, have all the possibilities
of engaging in scientific research and study. In fact, the
health institutions in the districts, just like the central insti-
tutions, have their own plans of scientific study, The number
of people engaged in scientific study is growing ceaselessly,
along with the increasing frequency of scientific sessions
organized everywhere, including the smaller districts,

In order to encourage people’s participation in scientific
activities, the work they do to extend their knowledge and

- to raise their professional level is followed with particular

care. Various forms of activities, which have as their objec-
tive the raising of the professional level of medical cadres,
their specialization and post-graduate qualification, are or- _
ganized both in the centre and in the districts. At regular

intervals, cadres from the districts come to the capital to
attend qualification courses according to a definite program,

In the conditions of the great development of medical
science in the world today it is impossible for a physician,
however capable he may be, to undertake scientific studies
alone, as his work would be incomplete, not to say fruitless.
The solution of complex preblems exacts complex secientific
studies. Therefore it is necessary that studies should be
carried out by groups of physicians specialized in different
sectors, ) :

In the debating of different problems, as well as in the
encouragement of scientific work, an important role is played
by the Scientific Association of Physicians, which hag  its
branches in all the districts, The leading organ of the associa-
tion comprises physicians engaged in scientific work and
interested in stimulating scientific thought among their
colleagues. . '

The mass character of scientific work is directly linked
with the efforts to raise the scientific level of the health

- service in all the couniry. This creates the conditons for

reducing the differences of level still existing between the
centre and the districts. The government organs assist this
scientific activity and co-ordinate it on & national level, see
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to it that the scientific workers do not lack the materials
they need and the publications they have to.consult. The
regiilis of scientific work are not kept locked up in drawers,
they do not become the property of a narrow circle of spe-
cialists, on the conirary they are published and made known
so as to be applied by all the physicians of the country.

Public health — the eoncern of the
entire people

The successes achieved in the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania in the protection of the health of the people, are
due to the considerable funds allocated for prophylaciic measu-
res and to a radical rebuilding of the whole structure of the
‘health service. These successes are connected with the higher
level of socialist consciousness of the masses, of their sanitary
education and their broad and active participation in the
great struggle for the protection of the people’s health. Col-
laboration between the health institutions, the Democratic
Front and the mass organizations over problems of ¢he protec-
tion of health, the. improvement of the living and working
conditions of the masses, the education of mothers to rear
healthy children, etc., is ever better organized.

In the ecities, the organizations of the Democratic -Front
have set up hygiene commissions in all blocks of buildings.
Through various forms of sanitary education and propaganda,
the level of sanitary <uliure of the masses has been raised to
the degree that they participate actively in the work for the
protection of the people’s health. The organizations of the
Party, of the masses, the teachers, workers of public health
institutions, etc., explain to the masses the importance of ri-
gorously observing hygicnic rules. The struggle for radical
transformations in the hygienization of the couniry, in ge-
neral, and of the village, in particular, is not reduced to the
adoption of a series of technical and material measures,
necessary as they may be in themselves, but above all is a
struggle against backward concepfs and customs, for raising
the cultural level of the working masses, in general, and
their sanitary culture in particular,

This, especially in the countryside, is ensured through
special courses for sanitary activists, who are chosen from
among the young peasant girls. These courses, set up under
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the solicitude of the people’s power and the mass organiza-
tions in schools, production centres and agricultural coopera-
‘tives, give these young girls the rudiments of first medical
aid. The_ sanitary activists, trained in these courses carry
out t!lis duty alter their normal work on a voluntary basis.
In this manner, every village, or every family in the village,
has its own sanitary activists,. who with their example help
spread the new in the countryside, giving wvaluable aid to
the masses to acquire the first notions of hygiene and san-
itation. .

Worker control and the control organized by the working
masses in general on the sanitary institutions is another
important form of participation of the working masses in
the solution of problems of public health; these forms of
work help improve the quality of care for the patients in the
hospitals, instil the revolufionary spirit of the working class
into the people working in these institutions, and revolutionize
them further.

Decrease and Liguidation of
endemic diseases

; Before Liberation endemic diseases such as malaria, sy-
philis, tuberculosis, diphtheria, poliomeylitis, etc., took a heavy
toll of the population. This was due fo the favourable terrain
for the spread of these diseases, above all the socio-economic
and political situation of the country, and last but not
least, to the shortcomings and ineffectiveness of the health

“service. Ordinary people could not afford to pay the heavy

expenses required for the long treatment of such ailments
as tuberculosis, syphilis, etc. '
_ As a result, almost the whole of the population living
in the marshlands was affected by malaria. Tropical malaria,
which is the most acute form of this disease, was widespread.
In 1940 about 54 per cent of the cases examined showed
symptoms of this disease. Such a grave situation existed
only in Albania of all the Buropean countries.

Syphilis was another open sore for the country. Under
the regime of Zog, and especially in the period of occupation, .
the spread of prostitution, a characteristic phenomenon of
the capitalist socio-economic system, brought about a recru-
descence of this disease. In many districts, endemic syphilis,
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neglected for centuries, was rampant, and. no studies had
beenh made so far in this field, -
Other contageous diseases were -widespread, especially

the acute forms of intensiinal infections, dyspepsia, gastroen-

feritis, as well as dysentery, typhoid fever, diphtheria and
other diseases which were the cause of a high death-rate,
especially among- small. children, _

Immediately after Liberation, the most urgent task was
to check the spread of the epidemic typhoid fever, to put
under control malaria and other epidemic diseases, etc., while
organizing against syphilis a campaign, which, with the
overthrow of the exploiting classes, could be waged in more
favourable conditions. In this first phase, work was concen-
trated on the diseases which were responsible for the highest

number of deaths and which could be combated with success

with the knowledge available at that time. When the founda-
fions of this service were laid, and rules and laws approved,
work began for. the fraining of cadres needed to carry out
this campaign, An anti-epidemic centre was set up — an
. important measure in the context of other measures adopted
for the protection of the health of working people. In 1947

the Law «On the Struggle against Infectious Diseases» was.

promulgated, in 1949 the Decree on «Declaralion, Examination
and Obligatory Treatment of Syphilis Free of Charge~, and
the Government Ordinance for the «Campaign against Ma-
laria» was issued; all this served as a basis on which the
struggle against these diseases was to begin. In 1849 the

government’ took the decision on the gratuitous freatment

of tuberculosis. In 1949 large-scale vaceination began against
diphtheria and later against typhoid fever in the principal
cenires of these diseases,-In 1947 the problem of the local
production of vaccinez against typhoid fever was finslly
solved.. :

Thanks fo these measures rapid progress was made in
the liquidation of epidemic diseases. Malaria was put under
control, syphilis was almost totally wiped out and the cam-
paign against tuberculesis was organized on the basis of the
new achievements of medical science, while aitaching all the
necessary importance to the prophylactic measures against it.
In 1952, with the setting up of epidemiological cenires, with
their extension and strengthening in the years that followed,
the activity of the anti-epidemiological service has become
more and more cohcrete. ' :
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Priority was given to the struggle for the liquidation
of malaria. In 1950 declaration and treatment of malaria, and
later hospitalization of malaria cases, were made compulsory.
Other measures concerning the prophylaxy and liguidation of
infection cendres played an important role in this field.

The struggle against malaria, which continued till the
complete liquidation of the disease, went through two stages:
the first, from 1946 to 1957, had as its objective the reduction
of the infection to the level that it no longer posed a threat;
the second, from 1958 to 1967, marked the complete liquida-
tion of the diseage. This is a great success of the health
service in the PSR of Albania. In the recent years no case
of malaria' has been reported, '

The radical transformations carried out after the triumph
of the people’s power had created the necessary conditions
for the rapid liquidation of syphilis, to0. A campaign was
organized in order to detect and eliminate the centres of
endemic syphilis, In 1950 there were 34 anti-venereal clinics
and 8 laboratories specialized in this field, whereas in 1958
the number of anti-venereal clinics and sanitary centres in-
creased to 77 and that of seriological laboratories to 34.
These institutions carried out a broad activity for the
tracking down and treatment of syphilis and other venereal
diseases. From 1947 to 1968 they had made 2,322,356 se-
riological examinations, all the detected cases wera obligatorily
subjected to proper treatment, with the result that 99.4 per
cent of them were thoroughly cured.

The successes achieved in combating syphilis in Albania
are unprecedented in' many countries, where syphilis, like
other venereal diseases, is constantly operating. From 1961
to 1965. the number of syphilitics has increased from 10.7 to
11.7 per 100,000 inhabitants in the USA, from 7.6 to 9.6 in
France, from 16.6 to 23.6 in Poland, from 0.3 to 10.0 in
Hungary, from 299 to 30.3 in Yugoslavia. As early as 25
years ago syphilis contracted through sexual intercourse has
disappeared in Albania. Likewise, no case with tertiary clinical
symptoms of endemic syphilis has been reported; in fact, the
last of these cases, was observed in 1960.

In Albania today, with the elimination of the basis on
which syphilis may develop, this disease is considered to be
liquidated once and for all, which is a success still unmatched
by any country of the world. Thanks to these measures many
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venereal and other diseases have disappeared, like typhus and
trachoma, while others have been considerably restricted, like
typhoid fever, dysentery, diphtheria, poliomyelitis, efc.

Recession of tuberculosis

Tuberculosis, which was most widespread amongst the
masses of the poor, especially workers and peasants, is one
of the dark stains on the medical history of ocur country.
Lacking almost all medical assistance, the sick languished
uncared for until they died. .

The primary forms of consumption are in decline today
and the most serious cases are met with more and more
infrequently. The struggle against this disease in Albania is
organized in a centralized manner on the basis of prophylactic
medicine. During the first phase, when the country had a
shortage of physicians, ‘efforts were made to increase the
_ quglber of beds, with the aim of isolating and curing the

sick.

During this period anti-TBC sanatoria were set up in
Tirana, Korca, Shkodra and other cities. A large network of
clinics for the prevention of tuberculosis was also set up.
Today all the cities of Albania have one such clinic.

Anti-tubercular establishments

Year 1938 1950 1960 1970 1975%
TBC sanatoria R 4 5 4 3
number of beds — 1075 1541 1585 1100
TBC clinics _ g 15 15 2
number of beds — 145 331 448 40
preventoria _ . — - B — 1 —
number of beds ' — 520 — 100 —_

Prophylactic measures comprised also wvaccination with
BCG. All the population under 20 years old was vaccinated
with BCG and i certain cases this measure comprised people
_of the age group of 30 years.

* The fall in 1975 shows the regression of the disease
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Chemioprophylaxy — the administration of nicotibine to
children and adults who have contact with people affected by
tuberculosis, is another measure of defence adopted since 1962.

The duty of the anti-tubercular service is to detect the
symptoms of the disease at the earliest stage by means of
mass examination aof people at work and production centres, in
city quarters and villages. . :

Apart from the purely medical aspects of this work,
the struggle against this disease is made much easier thanks
to the conhstant raising of the standard of living of the masses
of the people, ' _ :

Anti-tubercular sanatoria and clinics can accommodate all

" the cases of consumption in a condition requiring clinical

treatment. Hospitalization and treatment is free of charge
in spite of the fact that the treatment of this disease requires

considerable funds. :

- Mother and child care

The position of social inequality in which the Albanian
woman lived before Liberation was reflected most clearly in
the lack of all care for the protection of her health. At that
time the whole country had one maternity ward in all with
15 beds, in the hospital of Tirana. The personnel for the
whole of Albania consisted of one gynaecologist and 32 mid-
wives working mainly in the cities, and assisting only the
wives of the rich, while most of the wives of the poor
laboured in dangerously anti-hygienic conditions, with a high
frequency of accidents to the mother and the newborn. Con-
sultation clinics for pregnant women were unknown just as
sanitary propaganda for the protection of the health of mother
and child. Cases of death during delivery and in the first days
after child-birth were numerous. This accounted mainly for
the very slow increase of the population of the country.

This state of things has been changed in Albania today.
The protection of the health of mother and child is one of
the primary duties of the state and an integral part of the
policy for the complete emancipation of woman. Today every
village has its own sanitary unit with an ambulance, consul-
tation house, maternity house and créche. In this manner, all
the births in the cities and more than 95 per cent of births
in the villages are assisted by a gynaccologist and a midwife.
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Obstetric and gynaecological assistance in the PSR of _

Albania is conceived in its two . aspects: ‘prophylaxy and
treatment. All pregnant women in city quarters or villages
have acecess- to consultation facilities under the direction
- of a phycian and a midwife, as well as other specialists,
- from the beginning of pregnancy up till delivery. The per-
sonnel of consultation houses for pregnant women and mothers
- with children follow up the health situation of their patients
by means of regular rounds of inspection in their respective
quarters. '

Moiher and child care consultafion hopses

1938 1950 : 1980 1970 ©o10ve

1 g 160 137 | 4832

A vast work is done in order to spread scientific know-
ledge for the protection of the health of mother and child.
Apart from this, these are special provisions to facilitate the
-work of working mothers. During pregnancy or breast-feeding
they cbnnot he sent on business outside their residential
place, cannot be assigned -to night shifts, or to exira time
work,

While nursing the infant they have the right to stop
work every three hours to go to the infant. .

Everyone who refuses a job to or dismisses a woman be-
cause she is pregnant, is liable to penal pursuit.

During the period of pregnancy, all women have the
right to'be transferred to a lighter job, and the management
of the enterprise or institution in which they are employed
is duty bound to satisfy such a demand. If the pay going

with the new job is lower than the average pay of the
former job, the difference is made up by Social Insurances. _

All women workers and employees during pregrnancy
and after child-birth have the right to a period of 6 months
paid leave, with the payment of 80 per cent of their salary.

The people’s power holds in high esteem the mothers
- who give birth to, rear and educate their children well. The
People’s Assembly has founded various medals and orders,
such as the «Heroine Mother», the «Glory to the Mothers and
the «Mother Medals.
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Before Liberation, the birth of a child meant increased
misery for the families of ordinary workers. Today, on the
contrary, children of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania
are the «privileged-~. Creches, kindergartens, schools, young
pioneer palaces are put at their disposal to grow up healthy
in body and mind, to learn, to recreate and temper them-
selves, )

The camps of young pioneers set up at the seaside and in

the mountains accommodate thousands of children for the

summer vacations, Besides this, during summer vacations all

‘the schools of the country furn: into day camps for children.

The industrial enterprises and agricultural cooperatives set up
recreation camps for the children of their workers. _

. Child care is in ‘the centre of attention of the people’s
power. Before Liberation, pediatric services for the whole of
the country comprised one ward with 35 beds in the hospital
of Tirana. Because of the lack of a specialized medicial service
for children, many diseases resulted in a high rate of infan-
tile mortality. Only in the city of Tirana, the average infantile

-mortality in the period 1933-1940 was 161 per 1,000,

Under the people’s power the first pediatric hospital was
set up in Tirana, which was followed by those in Shkodra,
Korca and other cities, with pediatric wards being opened in
every hospital of the country. I

Outpatient clinics and polyclinics have their pediatric sec-
tion, keeping constant control of the children of the resceptive
city quarters. They organize periodic medical examinations
in schools, kindergartens and creches, with the aim of taking
prophilactic and preventive measures,

Increase of ihe number of créches

year I 1950 1960 ‘ 1870 1978
number of day creches 17 139 2262 2979
number of beds TG0 8975 45339 30327

- 1

Child care is organized on solid bases, with the obwvious
resull that contageous diseases such as measles, diphtheria,
poliomyelitis, etc.,, have been greatly reduced. More tham
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400,000 people in Albania have passed the critical age without
contraeting measles. : '

© Another important success is the general wvaccination
against diphtheria and poliomyelitis, which caused a con-
siderable fall in the occurrence of diphtheria whereas polio-
myelitis is gradually receding snd is no problem.

The campaign organized against infantile diseases and

the regular examination of children in schools, kindergartens,
and creches, as well as the preventive measures, have resulted
in a considerable decrease of mortality caused by the above-
mentioned diseases. Rachitis also is in recession, partly due
to the progress of health education on the part of parents
and to the prophilactic treatment with vitamin D.
_ Another important measure for child care consists in
the organization of sanatorium, anti-dysenteric and anti-dys-
trophiec - creches, in which children resume normal develop-
ment.

‘Besides this, a great number of seasonal creches function
in the countryside. Creches admit children from four months
and a half to four years old. The parents pay only for a small
part of the expenses, which, depending on the size of the sa-
lary and the number of people in charge of the head of the
family vary from 20 to 30 per cent of the total expenses.
The rest is covered by the state. .

Pharmacy in the service of th_e people

A considerable part of the successes achieved by public
health in Albania is due to the role of pharmaceutic services.
Before Liberation, the country .depended on import for all
kinds of medicaments, which were sold to the population at
speculative prices. _ '

After 1944, pharmacies were nationalized and put entirely
in the service of the people, thus putting an end to all
possibilities of speculation, With this measure the siate was
in a position to unify prices for medicaments and even to
reduce them periodically. Prices for them sometimes are lower
than the cost of production. Only in the course of the 4th
Five-year Plan, in 1966 and in 1969, two great price reductions
have been made for a long list of pharmaceutical articles,
covering mainly medicaments of great consumption, especially
antibiotics, vitamins, cortisons, analgesics, ete.
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All medicaments for infants under one year of age, which
is 10 per cent of all the medicaments sold in the pharmacies
of the country, are given free of charge. ‘

The citizens .of the PSR of Albania receive the medica-
ments they need, when treated in hospitals and- other health
institutions of thé country, free of charge.

The network of pharmacies has so extended tha_t each
group village has its own pharmacy. .

Important steps have been taken in the production of
medicaments in the country, using mainly the local pri-
mary materials. In 1948 the first pharmaceutical laboratory
was set up; in the beginning the list of ifs production con-

-sisted of a few items. Later it grew into an industrial en-

terprise producing 1,000 pharmaceutical and cosmetic- articles,
which meet the greatest part of the demands of the population
and of the health institutions for them. Each year, produc-
tion is enriched with new articles and quality is improved.
This enterprise has a modern laboratory, in which a great
pumber of higher cadres and specialists work.

The control of medicaments is done at the state con-
trol laboratory of medicaments, both for the local and im-
ported products, for the finished product and the primary
materials.

The Albanian pharmaceutical industry will develop fur-
ther in the future.

Sports for the masses

From a privilege of the upper strata, the sports and
physical culture today have become the patrimony of the
broad working masses and of the younger generations, an
important means of communist ‘education and revolutionary
tempering.

Tn 1938, 1,200 people in all went in for sporis and
physical culture. After Liberation the graph showing the
increase of participation in sports activities rises in a very
gignificant manner, If in 1959 the mumber of peoplq partici-
pating in sports activities was 150,000, in 1964 th1s_ figure
reached to 200,000, in 1969 more than 260,000, and in 19’?_3
more than 300,000. In the lst National Spartakiad, organi-
zed in 1959, the number of participants was more than
900,000 young sportsmen from all over the couniry, in the
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3rd National Spartakiad, organized in 19%4, participation n-
creased to more than 300,000, whereas in the 4th National
Spartakiad, in 1979, participation of young sportsmen from
various work centres, cooperatives, military units and the
schools of the country, was more than 500,000 people. -

: Before Liberation only males took part in sports activi-
ties. The rules and norms of conduct of the time ‘prehibited
girls from appearing in sports costume, from running
or playing in public. The situation changed radically after

November 1944, when the Albanian waman, with her latent -

dynamism, made a place for herself in sports, too, The num-~
ber of girls going in for physical culture and sports has
reached to 100,000. Only the 4th National Spartakiad for
young girls saw the participation of about 90,000 females
in various activities. ' -
. Massive sports activities, such as cross-country races,
athletic évents and swimming, as well as long marches,
games for students and other maniftestations of this are
very popular in Ailbania. The physical culture and sports move-
ment consist in national spartakiads, gymnastic manifestations,
championships and othér activities.

Only four decades agoe three or four gports activities

had some popularity, while today their number has incre-

ased 10 about 20, including  mountaineering, excursions,
cross~country races, various competitions, athletics, football,
various other sports and the popular games. The traditional
festival of popular games was organized in Durrés recent-
ly with the parficipation of 1,200 pupils of 8-vear schools.

~ Before Liberation, the country had 27 cadres for physical
cultural training, 50 arbiters and not a single coach, where-
as-today it has 1,300 higher cadres without speaking of more
than 1,000 arbiters for different sports, '

In Albania there are 5,200 teams for different sports
and .ages — young pioneers, juniors, adults (male and female)
which take part in different local and national activities,
championships, cups, spartakiads, etc.

In the years of the people’s state power, the material
base necessary for sports activities, installation and equip-
ment has increased beyond comparison with the period before
Liberation when there were only 15 sports grounds against
12" stadiums and 90 sports centres, 5 sports palaces (without
including those which are st} under construction), 36 shoot-
ing ranges, 3,145 sports grounds, of which 972 classes, ete.
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Chapter Eight

HOUSING — A GENERAL CONCERN
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The fund allocated to the construction of dwelling-hou-
ses has increased steadily with the result that from Libe-
ration up till 1979, the state and the population have built
about 300,000 flats on credits, in which 70 per cent of the
population has been accommodated. Against the 24 lowns
which the whole country counted before Liberation, today
there are 32 new towns,

The Albanian towns and villages have tofally changed
their aspect; they have grown into beautiful modern towns
and villages, built according to well-studied plans.

Architecture hag developed in step with the transforma-
tion of the objective reality, and has managed the difficult
problems with the aid of the masses and the specialists. This

" process is realized in consultations, debates, inquiries, etc,,

organized in city quarters, villages and districts, as well as
in the contacts with the mass organizations, the construc-
tion workers, etc. . '

In spite of the rapid rates of construction, the problem
of housing could not be solved in the ordinary way, because
of the rapid increase of population, the more so since large-
scale projects, which required considerable amounts of mate-
rial and as much work force, were under construction all
over the country. In these conditions, the problem of hou-
sing could not be solved except in a revolutionary manner.
The Party and the state summed up the experience gained
‘in the work for the reconstruction of the country after the
war, and above all, the experience gained in the course of
the labour action for the liquidation of the material damage
caused by the November 30, 1967 earthquake, when in 29
days, relying mainly on volunteer work, 6,048 houses and
flats and socio-cultural buildings were rebuilt or repaired,

"and the experience of the work for the liguidation of the

material damage caused by the April 15, 1979 earthquake
in Northern Albania, during which 14,522 houses and other
buildings were repaired and 2,441 houses and flats were
built to accomedate 100,000 people, 165 socio-economic build-
‘ings were repaired or built anew.

Specialized organisms direct the work, draw the blue-
prints, set the Iocation of the new building, ensure the ma-
terials and work tools needed in the district, enterprise or
city guarter. : .

The inhabitants of the city quarier, the collective of the
economic enterprise, the office workers of the administration,

3% — 117 A
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the mass organizations, the army units and the schools all
are engaged in this great labour action and, without neg-
lecting their primary tasks, make their contribution to the
solution of this problem. The peasantry, too, makes an impor-
tant contribution in the constructions put up through velun-
tary work. '

Voluntary work is organized .on the principle of self-reli~

ance, Building materials, such as stone, sand, gravel timber,
. bricks, tiles, limestone, etc., are ensured through voluntary
contribution. _ '

The rates of construction for dwelling-houses achieved
through voluntary work by the citizens are incomparable
with the former rates of construction. . '

In a great number of cities an important volume of
consiructions has been realized through voluntary contribyu-
tion, and it is foreseen that the problem. of housing will he
solved on a national scale in the near future. '

Revolutionary action on such scale is possible only in
a socialist country like Albania, where the principle «one for
all and all for one» has replaced the bourgeois principle «man
for man is a woll» AIl this testifies to the fact that the
problem of housing in Albania is on the right road of solution,
for the benefit of the working people, who regard this
question as their own concern. o
' In Albania dwelling-houses are property of the state
- which rents them to the working people without discrimi-
nation. The flats are distributed by the people’s councils
of the city quarter on the basis of the demands and needs
of the population. The fund of dwelling-houses is distributed
on the basis of definite criteria, depending on the number of
' persons making up a family, ete.

Rents in Albania are very low, not to say the lowest -

in the world. They represent 3-4 per cent of worker’s month-
ly pay. Individuals possessing their own houses can rent
them, provided the size of the rent remains within the
limits set by the state. -

Great construction work has beer done in the villa-
~ ges. The measures have been adopted by the Party and the
Government to raise the standard of living in the country-
side, and considersble funds have heen allocated to building
new houses for the peasanis as well as for the citizens who
go to live and work in the countryside for the promotion of
agricultural production. '

=

Chapter Nine

NARROWING OF DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN
TOWN AND COUNTRYSIDE

Socialist and communist society. cannot be built without

- first solving the problem of narrowing the essential distinctions

between town and countryside. This can be achieved through
the solution of a number of contradictions of an antagonis-
tic and non-antagonistic character. It goes through three pha-
ses: the first phase is that of the revolutionary transforma-
tions which lead to ihe liquidation of the centuries-old anta-
gonistic coniradiction between town and countryside — j:hm
phase ‘has been overcome; the second has as its main objec-
tive the overcoming of the backwardness in the countryside
and the narrowing of the essential distinctions between town
and countryside (Albania is going through this second phase
al present — the narrowing of distinctions constitutes one
of the essential tasks of the present phase of the construction
of complete socialist society); the third phase is that of the
complete liguidation of all distinctions between town and
countryside. This task remains fo he carried out in the
future. : '

The narrowing, and later the complete liquidation, of
these distinctions is a historic necessity for the building of
socialism and communism. Any deviation from this prin-
ciple leads to the establishment of incorrect relations he-
tween town and countryside, between the working class and
the peasantry.

In order to bring about the narrowing of differences
three main problems must be solved: first, the development
of productive forces, the raising of the degree of mechaniza-
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tion, the electrification and intensification of work in the coun-
fryside to make it similar to work in the town; second, the per-
fectioning of the socialist relations in the countryside, through
the gradual creation of conditions suitable for the transforma-
tion of the cooperativist property into the property of the
entire people; third, the raising of the cultural, ideological
and political level of the peasantry, and the efforts to break
with old norms and traditions alien to the socialist ideology,
and the affirmation of the new norms and customs.

The process of the liguidation of contrasts and distinc-
tions between town and countryside is long and ‘continuous,
The consolidation of the cooperativist system, the embark-
ment of agriculture on the road of the intensive exploitation,
the completion of eollectivization even in the remote villages
of the mountainous areas, the great investments envisaged
for the mechanization of agricultural work, for land impro-
vement schemes and the increase of the acreage of land under
irrigation, the importani state aid to the peasantry through

credits, selected seeds and chemical fertilizers, the creation -

of a large army of agricultural specialisis trained in the
secondary ‘and higher schools, the building of new roads, the
electrification of the countryside, the spread of educational
and ecultural institutions, the deepening of the ideological
and cultural revolution, and the many other measures for
the benefit of the countryside, all this has greatly promoted
the economic, social and cultural development in the coun-
tryside. Besides, the harmonization of the development rates
.in industry and agriculture, as well as the gradual narrowing
of pay and income differéntials between the peasantry and
the working class have confributed in the solution of this
.. problem. ' o -

With these transformations new relations between town
‘and couniryside have been esiablished, old antagonisms,
~which existed between them, have been liguidated and the
great centuries-old backwardness, which the Albanian country-
side inherited from' the past, has been overcome.

However, distinctions beiween town and countryside still
subsist in social distinctions, which are manifested in the relati-
vely slow development of the productive forces and the relations
of production in the countryside, in the differences of the level
of education, culture and technical-professional training hetween
the urban and rural and technical-professional workers, in
the inferior income of the peasantry, especially in mountain-

'
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- gus areas, in the standard and the way of life etc; distine-

tiong of a natural order, which are manifested mainly in
the differences existing in the process of produection in agri-.
culture and in industry, the organization of work, eic. The
distinctions of the first type, ie, those of the social order,
grow more and more insignificant in the course of the com-
plete construction of socialism and will be completely wiped
out in communism; those of the natural order tend to di-
minish until they become quite negligible with the progress
of science and technique, the extension of mechanization, the
electrification and chemization of agriculture.

Distinctions exist not only between town and country-
side, but also among villages, between those of the lowlands
and those of the hilly and mountainous regions. These distinc-
tions, the social and economic source of which should be
sought in the past, manifest themselves mainly in the manner
in which incomes are disiributed in the different zones and
cooperatives, The exemption of the mountainous zones from
the obligation to hand in to the state the dues in bread grain,
the remission of the tax on income and its utilization for
the extension of their material and technical base, the dif-
ferentiation of tariffs for machine and tractor stations’ work
to the advantage of the cooperatives, the electrification of
the countryside with the material and financial assistance
by the state, the state aid for irrigation works, the priority
of the mountainous. cooperatives in receiving agricultural
credits, the help of the town for the countryside, the help
of the cooperatives in the plains for those of the mountains,
and many other provisions, which have played an imporiant
role in this direclion, are essential in the narrowing of dis-
tinctions. :

The reduction of essential distinctions between the urban
and rural zones, hetween the plains and mountainous Zones,
is not a purely economic matter. It involves profound
problems of a political, ideological and strategic character.

- It is ensured through the vigorous increase of agricul-
tural production in all the branches and sectors, with the
aim of increasing the incomes and reducing disproportions in
the distribution of incomes. Along with other measures for the
intensification of agriculture, the opening up of new land
and the putting under irrigation of large tracts of agricultu-
ral land so far little exploited, the construction of embank-
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ments, dams and ferraces, are important faclors of the de-
velopment of the agricultural economy. ' S

In the mountainous areas the work for the extension
of the irrigated acreage is conlinuing in many agriculturat
cooperatives, which with their own means and with . joint
efforts of the zone or the district have built many irrigation
works, mainly canals on the hillsides, even in rocky ground,
and large reservoirs, The state assists this work with ma-
terial and technical aid.

In these conditions all the countryside, including the
mountainous areas, today is In a position to ensure all the
bread grain they need. ' .

The consolidation of the hilly and mountainous coope-
ratives in particular, necessitates the development of animal
husbandry, especially cattle, the development of fruit growing,
ete. Large tracis of hilly and mountainous land in every

agricultural cooperative are allocated to blocks of olive-gro-

ves, vine-yeards, efe, o
Auxiliary activities connected with production proper,
even though indirectly, are encouraged especially in the hilly
and mountainous villages. Such activities include the produc-
tion of construction materials with the means and forces
of the cooperative, the processing of vegetable and animal
products and other activities of this order, which are extend-
ed by puiting up small factories for the processing of milk,
fruit, vegetables, wool, timber, as well as for the production
of bricks and tiles, earthenware, etc.; work is going on for
the development of the sector of handicrafts services such as
sewing, shoe-repair, ete.

The struggle for the narrowing of the distinctions be-
tween town and countryside, beiween the villages in the
plains and those in the mountainous zones, is connected, be-
sides the above-mentioned factors, with the deepening of the
ideological and cultural revolution, with the radical trans-
formations of the world outlook of the peasani, with the crea-
tion of a new concept of life, with the raising of his political and
ideological, educational and cultural level, without which the
large-scale development and progress in the rural regions
is a utopia. : -

Particular importance assume the movements and initia-
tives for putting the general interest above the personal in-
terest. Among the initiatives taken by the cooperativist pea-
santry, many have to do with the progressive reduction of
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the personal plot of the cooperativist, the herding up of ‘all
the personal livestock for management by the cooperative,
the handing in of the organic manure, the help of coopera-
tives in the plains and the state farms to the mountainous

cooperatives with cattle and sheep, the exchange of experience

between the cooperatives of the gouth and th_ose'of the north,
as well as the direct participation of the leading cadres in

production work, the construction of socio-cultural buildings-

in the countryside, etc. :

Besides, the revolutionary initiatives taken by the wor-
king class and the people’s intelligentsia for specialists -and
intellectuals to work and live for a period of one to three
years in the countryside or to settle there permanently,
especially in the mountainous zones, the contribution of the
working class and the youth to the reclamation of new land,
the tnaterial and technical aid to the electrification of the

. pountryside, etc., play an important role in the life of the

whole couniry.

These and many other initiatives have strengthened
the revolutionary consciousness of ihe working people,
the alliance of the working class and working peasantry,
the consolidation and development of the socialist economy
and the dictatorship of the proletariat; they assist the ideo-
logical work for wiping out the blemishes left over from
the past in the consciousness of the working people, jf_or
implanting the socialist ideology and the norms of proletarian
morality in their consciousness, for raising the class - spirit
snd awareness, and for barring the road to the emergence
of revisionism and the restoration of capitalism in our
country.

The struggle for narrowing the distinctions between town
and countrysides depends on the struggle against the back-
ward customs and religious beliefs, against conservatism and
patriarchalism, on the relentless struggle against bureauc-
racy, which. consists in the rigorous implementation of de-
mocratic  principles and the line of the masses, for a bet-~
ter organized collective work on the part of the leadership
of the cooperatives and field teams, against manifestations
of commandeering, arrogance, etc., so that all the men}bers of
the cooperative become aware that the cooperative is their
own and that not only the leadership of the cooperative or
the team leaders, but they, too, must be informed of the
state of affairs in their. cooperative.
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In the context of the measures taken to narrow the
distinctions between fown and countryside, the process of
socialization of household weork, with a view to easing the
burden of women and improving the way of life in the
countryside in general, has been stepped up. These recent
years the number of bakeries, creches and kindergariens,
dining halls, public baihs and laundries, clinics, maternity
houses, hearths of culture in the countryside have increased.

The elecirification of the countryside created all the
premises necessary for the further development of the produc-
tive forces in agriculture, which constitutes a great step for-
ward in the construction of the material and technical base
of socialism; it created the possibilities for the increase of
the productivity of social labour by raising the degree of
mechanization of farm work. .

The electrification of all the villages has raised the stan-
dard of living to a higher level. It is a great progress towards
the liquidation of the distinciions between town and .coun-
tryside, : : .

In the end of 1973 all the villages of the couniry were
linked by telephone, thus facilitating communication between

the working people in the countryside with those of the -

fown and opening new perspectives to the further spread
of the telegraph services there. :

The revolutionization of the school, which involved the

implementation of the obligatory 8-year school system in
the countryside, as well as the extension of the network of
schools and courses, are other favourable elements which
" bring the village closer to the town. Most of the new kinder-
gartens and 8-year and middle schools have been opened in
the countryside. In the 1978-1979 school year, the number of
peasanis attending voeational middle schools, especially agri-
cultural ories, accounted for 63.2 per cent of the total number
of students. _ :

As is shown above, the many constructions put up by
the state and the cooperatives themselves have fransformed
the face of the Albanian countryside. Today every new vi-
llage is built according to plan with streets, sewers, green
spaces, the necessary socio-economic buildings such as creches,
kindergartens, shops .and stores, schools, hearths of culture, etc.

The building of roads, even of a seasonal character, the
. reguiar maintenance of roads and water supply system, the
" improvement of the green space, plus constructions of all

-
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kinds, the introduction of radio and TV sets, have given an
unprecedented impulse to the material well-being and cultu-
red life in the socialist countryside. They have raised the

- mobilization of the peasantry and of the whole of socialist

society o achieve this important goal,

The working class helps the peasantry by mass labour
actions, or by the initiative of the workers to go and work
for various periods of time in the countryside, especially in
the mountain zones, by the assistance they give in the peak
of field work, the material and technical aid for the electri-
fication and hygienization of the villages, the fulfilment of

. ‘the plans which have to do with meeting the needs of the

countryside, the raising of the vanguard role of the workers
of the machine and tractor stations and the workers who live
in the village. Many other forms of assistance on the part
of enterprises and institutions of all sectors, such as spon-

- soring of the cooperatives by the enterprises and institutions

of the same district, or of the cooperatives in the less deve-
loped regions, and especially in the mountainous regions,
by the cooperatives which have a more developed material
and technical base, have been used with success.

.. The cooperativists of ihe plains, who have better con-
ditions of ‘economic development, unreservedly contribute to |
the development of the hilly and mounfainous zones, They
help their comrades in the mountaing in a eonstant and orga-
nized manner with their relatively rich experience in organi-
zation of work and the application of the rules of modern
agroriomy, by exchanging cadres, etec. Besides, they give them

- valuable aid in selected seeds and other facilities for the

benefit of the mountainous zones. Another form of assistance

- consists in the merger of the cooperatives in the plains with

those of the hilly and mountainous zones, when they horder
on each other. : -

The intelligentsia, on its part, plays an important role
in the spread of education, culture, the scientific know-
ledge of farming and livestock raising, and raising of the ideo-
political level of the cooperativist peasantry. :
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The foreign policy of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania — a consistent policy
in conformity with the revelutionary
principles :

The foreign policy of the state determines its attitude
towards important international problems and towards the
other countries, it reflects the objectives the state sets for itself,

. the essential features it has. It is a concrete manifesiation

of the class nature of the state. The foreign policy is always
built o suit the interests of the classes in power, the social
and economic regime in power.

The foreign policy of the Albanian state comprises defi-
nite objectives which correspond to the interests of the wor-
king class and the working masses of the country. The fore-
ign policy of the PSR of Albania, as worked out -by the
Party of Labour of Albania, is an independent, consistent
policy, in conformity with the Marxist-Leninist principles.

1t has a pronounced class character. This policy relies on
_ the revolutionary home pelicy of our state, on the socialist

regime, and defends the independence, territorial integrity
and sovereignty and the revolution on an international scale.
The independence of the Albanian state in the choice and
elaboration of its foreign policy shows clearly that Albania
is absolutely free and sovereign and regulates its internal
affairs and external connections according to its own will.
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The fundamental principles and essential features of the
foreign policy of the PSR of Albania are determined by the
socialist character of the relations of produetion.

In the elaboration and successful implementation of
its foreign policy, the Albanian government is always guided
by the Marxist-Leninist docirine, by the laws of dialectical
and historical materialism. In its scientific analysis of the
events and phenomena in the world, it has revealed the
essence of the principal contradictions of our epoch and the

real motives of the aggravation of the international situa-

tion, of the social, political and economic crises, the conflicts
amongst states and the wars of aggression. In the implemen-
tation of its foreign policy, the Albanian government always
is guided by the essence of things, not the superficial aspect
of evenls and phenomena, and in all the circumstances has
drawn correct conclusions. The foreign policy of the PSR -of
Albania has been constantly characterized by a class spitit,
by a revolutionary foresight to uncover and sirike at the
opportune moment all disguised plans and schemes of the
enemies, .

The foreign policy of the PSR of Albania has a profo
undly popular character, expresses the interests of the mas-
ges, and as such, has become the concern of the working
people, who give their all-out support for it. The Albanian
.people watch with great atfention’ the developments of inter-
national poliey and are informed of all actions taken by their
state in the international arema.

As is known, the construction of socialism in Albania,
the struggle of our people for the strengthening of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and the defence of the Homeland,
their efforts to build a secure future cannot be separated
from ihe -international situation in which we live,

Our Party has always followed with great attention and

analysed the events and the creation of new situations, the
directions and intentions of the various political forces that
are active in the international arena, and has always maintained
a correct and principled stand in complete accord with the
teachings of Marxism-Leninism, our national interests, the
interests of the revolution and the liberation of the peoples.
' The present international sifuation in general appears
turbulent and very tense. It is full of great contradictions and
confroniations that have embraced the whole globe and all
aspects of human society today. '
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Facing imperialism, social-imperialism and their savage
aggre:s(;veg andp expansionist activity, facing the bourgep@e,
the international monopolies and their barbarous ~exploita~
tion, facing reaction and its violence and terror, with mul-
tiplied forces stand the world proletariat a_nd the stat:.inch
revolutionaries, the peoples who are struggling for freedom

d democracy, for socialism. '

% I s regért at the §th Congress of the PLA Comrade
Enver Hoxha said: «Everything shows 4bat the present world
situation is full of general and local wars, just as it s 'fraught.
with liberation wars and the revolution.» «In this situation
the struggle of the peoples and the revolft'.ltwn are on the
agenda not only as an aspiration and immediate -ta_sk‘for their
liberation from capitalist oppression and imperialist yo.ke,r
but also as a historical necessity to destroy the warmongering’
plans of imperialism and avert a new general war>

The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania has always.
consistently followed an open, principled and mdepex}deqt.
foreign policy which, as Comrade Enver Hoxha has saltgx: is.
guided by the principles of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian
internationalism, defends the suprem< interests of our socislist.
Homeland, supports the revolutionary movements of the vgonk—
ing class and the struggle of the peoples for freedom, inde-

j and sovereignty. _ : )
pend‘leﬁzefact that cvurgco%ntry develops and advances steadily’
relying on its own forces, without asking anybody for creil_l.ts
and hand-outs and resolutely follows its mdepen.dent po '1233 _
and courageously voices its opinion on all the major politic

- and ideological problems, has created a siill more favourable

situation for the development of the international relations of
our socialist Albania. : _ ,

In his report to the 8th Congress of the PLA, Comrade
Fnver Hoxha stressed that imperialism has been and still is
the source of all aggressions and predatory wars, the source
of all the disasters and sufferings which have e:r:.isted and
exigt in the world. American imperialism and Soviet socl'al-.
imperialism are contesting with one another, are competing
and manoeuvring to carry out aggressions and occupy other
countries. The two imperialist superpowers, the United States
of America and the Soviet Union, not exclud.lng unpemqllst
China and other capifalist powers, are striving to achieve
economic, political and military guperiority over the other and

3 to ‘capture new strategic positions. This rivalry, this supetr~
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i e situations and leads 10
i further complicates the situations and lead
gowxfé'nps‘};;:g, !gaugglerous cfnsequences in all world relations.
V?rlllxsile we observe that the rivalry bst:veeémn t&ﬁeﬁ%ﬁnﬁz
: ening of contradictions betwe D C .
'an.d th?nsgifﬁce o% present-day international contlicts f?ndts 'r,lle
gﬁlﬁ of war, we cannot fail 10 notice also their eilox a].hc-)
.reac?h compr'or;xises and ammts andﬂieven 1;empor:ac\1rym o
ances. Due to their aggressive nature, they arthbo*Lme o e
.again:st e e Qpelillllg andirfe?l;ibl%;eﬁlgg;v of unrestrained
been caught up ] .
ggxgsest?‘f’?‘heir pcflicyg contains the direct danger that man
ind is hurled into a third world war, o way or the
' Comrade Enver Hoxha continued: «In on y or the
other. in this or that form, oll the peoples encor ver the
-interference of and are threatened by ﬂ;e t%gg;i?gestpcapi—
; i ialism, which represents !
-gili?tm;?g; t&o‘r}pegn time and the main defender of the
is-imperialist system.» | '
bomg‘?c))m tt?e end of the Second .Wor]d g!:;-l f;,gr i;gxstodf.gé
i i {alism has caused misery and SULler:
Ammca;;;igseiﬂ has attacked, either directly or by mealzgsc egg
Fnﬁnybsdient tools. In every counter-revolutionary tszh cess
i:;lr\;rsl-xi(c;l'x has occurred in the world, in i\.{;erlir ie;lsmti‘,epye sch and
democracy, in every aitack on W€
-gﬁrtggﬁisﬁ the han-dy,of American imperialism has always
been present.

; that history'
' i i ialism, the greatest plunderer
has ?\!r::rllgqa;lwgn plf;sl extended its tentacles all over the globe |

i i ili hich are the main
ha t with military bases W :
. h;t: gg: e;*;d\;ar and aggression, Conmde;:atmn of_ Itffirall‘g
lmﬁtpﬂ?;e zones from which oil and all the main rat:r 1}‘::3 jals
a wtracted, of all the sea routes anq all the strategl pf-e nts
a;etié globe" as «zones of American 1ntere§1:s»:, the ;mt& ece
' .(é)lented build-up of wvarious W?‘I‘fl)'on?:’i thi_ o-m:;’;ﬁﬁ?él e
ilitard iri, the total mobllization ° ;
mﬂl::;?iftys—%vér the Soviet rival at any cost haarizdt ;Bewi\;%
Eﬂtlp éer reliance on military strength, show tt he o}i;zv
iv:ﬁnbe saced with an intensification of thetag.gies;sfl;'e r?cé- Y
} A . . v ot ¢
i immperialism, ah increase Jn Its 1nt :
?éte‘:-‘nrgﬁr;?f:ir; 013% other countries and especially in the use o
: ili . I'ce' . - - .
e mjil*ﬁg fgae hegemonic and expansionist policy Sfo; uf::;z
estalrlishmént of world domination, the adveniuron
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Jor the preparation and incitement of warx . Comrade
Enver Hoxha said in his Report fo the 8th Congress of the
PLA,  «qalso characterize Soviet sociul-tmperialism, the global
strategy of which and especially the ways in which it is
applied have likewise become more eggressive. o

Boviet military interventions have followed one another. .
After Czechoslovakia where they intervened directly, came
Angola, Yemen, Ethiopia, Eritrea into which they intervened
by third parties. Finally came Afghanistan. .

 The policy of the Soviet Union has assumed the same

aggressive, expansionist, war-mongering features as those of
the United States of America. The Soviet Union, too, is seek-
ing military bases in foreign countries and creating political-
military alliances with other countries, it has a huge military
arsenal which it is constantly building up and perfecting; its
militarized economy has been placed in the service of realiz-
ing its plans of aggressions. - : . :

However, the imperialist-revisionist policy of war, - op-
pression and exploitation has run into the great resistance of
the proletariat and the peoples of the world. Today the strug-
gle of the working class and the peoples, oppressed and
exploited by world capital, has assumed wide proportions and
a variety of forms never seen before.

- The workers’ struggle is directed especially against the
consequences of the economic crisis the burden of which has
been shifted on their backs. The increasingly acute contra-
dictions between labour and capital and the capitalist and
imperialist oppression in general are accelerating the rise in
the political and class consciousness of the proletariat and
making it conscious that it can escape eppression and exploi-
tation only through class stiuggle, ‘only through revolution,

' Besides the upsurge and extension of the struggle of the
working class, a general awakening of the oppressed peoples,
& strengthening of national feelings and a greater desire  to
be free, independent and sovereign can be seen today., The
peoples’ liberation movements have grown in extent and
-enhanced their quality, their anti-imperialist,. anti-social-impe-
rialist and anti-neo-colonialist character has been strengthened.

The Iranian pople, who rese in revolution and swept away
!;he Shah and his medieaval regime and threw out his Amer-
Ican palrons, dealt a heavy blow {o imperialism. The strug-
-gle of the Arab peoples against the Israeli occupiers and their

" American patrons has ‘assumed greater proportions and intern-
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is the heroic Pales-
iy, the center of this struggle stand the F
iiganlgeopeie. The people of Afghanisian are fighting vah&antlgl
and boldly against the Soviet sopiil—lmlzf;ierlallsts and the loc
] t ain their national independence. '
lackf-;jg]:sle Operggles of Latin America are shedding their bﬁO%
in the fight against the fascisi dictatorships, which are Zep

in power with the direct aid of American imperialism. The .

liberation and revelutionary movement there 18 growing a.nﬁ
deepening. The most recent evidence of this is ilie tmi;m_p
of the revolution in Nicaragua, the outbreak of the revolution
in Salvador, etc.. . E _
. T;;:E African continent, is nol passive, t_altl-_ler. Tha}qu.tto ?
long and persistent struggle, the oveag*whelmmg majority o
the African countries won their state 1pdependep_1ce. Hogyevi?lr,
the people of Namibia and South Africa are still continumg
their struggle. ' _ : N
.The ﬂ%%exnational situation and the danger of.w:ar, C'Ol‘éln
rade Enver Hoxha said in his Report, are becon}qlgl €V n
more acute because of the grave economis, political ‘s(t)r; A
ideological crisis which has swept the capitalist and revisi
i orld today. : _ o
ot V’:TI‘he class };nd liberation struggles, the general weakerulm‘_;lgt
of the positions of imperialism, which came about as & rzsn it
of the destruction of the colonial sy;i}:fm anc: h:?eeingﬂg nee
f seores of new siates, which 1o s OU extent, are
?ighting to achieve complc_eteﬂ political ilmégd ec;n;?eg:t mdggips?ﬂe
' e have exerted an influence, 1n ; ecisiy
?rffrifxence, on the birth and development of the presentﬂcnsx;
The present crigis, which is one of ‘owa_'er—prof:luc‘ on o
different from those of the past because it is cont}?uéng Jor
a long time and there is no sign of emergmg_from it. .t{cp -
are declining on a world scale, the produciive capacities

the big industrialized countries are being utilized less and

less. Unemployment and inflation in those cotntries are rising
continuously. ' . . -
The present crisis is the crisis and failure of state mcéﬁgr

poly “capitalism, which has been trangforme:d into ano o
Ifjatctor increasing the economic difficulties. Wlth.t?elprc?s;.'he
crists. the model of the capitalist «consumer- socie c{y‘ ancmsh-
ceonomic theories of present-day capitalism received 2
‘ing blow.

® The present crisis also has clearly sl:lpwn tﬁg hde{i-gai(]).
“the capitalist system in the form of capitalism whic. p.
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in the Soviet Union and other revisionist countries. This has
brought aboul disturbances in the economy, the disorganiza-
tionn of the productive forces, the decline in production, the
fall in the standard of living of the working masses and
the spread of ills which bourgeois society creates.

The present-day capitalist and revisionist economy is in
a state of slagnation which is more and more degrading the
internal social relations and the relations between states, There
is an . intensification of the general attack on the standard of
living and the rights of the working people. In almost all
countries, expenditure on health, education, aid for children,
pensions, etc. is being cut drastically. .

In most of the capitalist couniries there are mounting
demands for «strongs government, with the purpose of impos-
ing anti~worker measures on the population and keeping in
check the mouniing class struggle. (n some countries military
putsches are carried out, there is tervorism and anarchy,
organized by the bourgeois capitalist governments in power,
there is illegal trafficking on a colossal scale, robbery organiz-
ed on a national and internafional scale, and hedious, unlimited
development of physical, moral and political corruption, Fase-
ism is knocking at the gates of many couniries.

The economic erisis and the aggressive course of the
superpowers, Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed in his Report to
the 8th Congress of the PLA, have made all the contradic-
tions between the imperialist powers more acute and struck
heavy blows at their blocs and alliances. The members of

Weslern and Eastern groupings are frying to exploit various -

splits and to find excuses for not abiding by the commit-
ments, freaties and .agreements which exist among them. This
is ‘more obvious especially in the Western blec.

Today the political and economic power of the United
States is declining in comparison with that of Western Europe.
The competition from the Common Market and Japan has
become very powerful and threatening. The tendency of the
European Common Market is to oppose American dictate as
much as it cah and to extend its own markets. Each of the
big states of Western Furope has begun to recreate and
strengthen its own spheres of influence on an extensive scale.
The strategy of the European monopolies is aimed at the
transformation of Eurcpe, first into an economic supefrpower,

then into a political superpower, and later still intoa military
superpower, ' : -
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Already a new imperialist alliance between the United
States, Japan and China has taken form in ‘the Far East, and
this constitutes another danger that local wars, or a general
war, will break out. Apart from American imperialism, wh1§:h
has considered the vast expanses of the Pacific Ocean as its
indisputable spheres of influence, now Japan, too, an economic
superpower with-new imperial ambitions, has emerged _w_lth
hegemonic pretensions. China on its part, dreams of becoming
the sole ruler of Asia and Oceania.

' The Soviet Union is meking every effort to weaken the
encirclement on its two flanks — in Europe and Asia, and
to secure dominant strategic positions for an eventual war.

. The coniradictions and disagreements have become very
acute, also, within the so-ralled socialist community. The
Soviet Union itself is in such difficulties that it is no longer
able to fulfil the demands .of the allled countries for a

normal development of their economies. The tendency is .

observed in these satellite countries to move closer to and
collaborate with the West. The Soviet Union ftries to hinder
this rapprochement and o keep the countries of Eastern
Europe bound to it with chains. The best evidence of the
grave situation in the «socialist community and of the deep
contradictions eroding it, are the recent events in .Poland,
which have led that country to the brink of economic cata-
strophe and to major social and political upheavals,

The way for the working class and people of Poland

and of all the other revisionist countries to escape capitalist
exploitation and foreign oppression is through the open and
resolute struggle against the revisionist regime In Ppower,
against enslavement by Soviet social-imperialiszn, against
Western capital and reaction. _

_ The sharpening of the contradictions among the imggrial-
ist powers, as well as with their pariners within their military

and economic bloes, is increasingly leading to new tensions |

and conflicts, to wars of a local and general character for
the redivision of markets, sources of raw materials and
spheres of influence. This is a law of the development of
capitalism. ' _ : '

. «Howewver,» Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed in his Report
to the 8th Congress of the PLA, «the inter-imperialist conira-
dictions and conflicts also cause the weakening of the zmpemal—
ist system as a whole end of its individual links. It is up fo
the conscious revolutionary forces to know how to wutilize the
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situations created by these wonfradictions in order to mobilize
the masses, to make them conscious and engage them in
struggle and revolution | :

The neo-colonialist system is also in a grave crisis at
present. In order to retain their political and economic domi-
nation, to ensure the miaximum exploitation of the wealth
of former colonial countries, to restrain the growth of the
liberation movements of the freedom-loving peoples, the im-
perialists have tried to find and employ new forms of op-
pression and enslavement, ever more deceptive and saphisti-
cated by means of the system of credits, loans, aid and

- various funds. But besides the savage exploitation, certain

changes of the economic and sacial struciures have oeccurred
in the former colonial countries, which are the resuli of in-
vestments, the introduction of new technique and technology,
the extension of communications, ete. This brought about the
creation of new local soecial strata such as the mational bour-
geoisie, workers of various categories and a new intelligentsia,
who, the latter in particular, nc longer reconcile themselves
to the forms and methods which are used for the oppression
and exploitation of their peoples. National revolutionary
conscioushess is mounting everywhere. The movement for the
establishment of national sovereignty over their own national
assets, re-evaluation of raw materials and sources of energy,
for equal exchanges with mutual benefit in international trade,
ete. hag been extended. This movement has deepened the
existing economic cricis, and especially the energy and raw
materials crisis which has gripped the capiialist revisionist
world. The resistence and struggle of peoples dominated by
neo-colonialism in defence of their rights, assets and national
sovereignty is an irregistible process which will increase and
develop further in the future. '
Imperialism and its system of neo-colonialist oppression
and exploitation is profoundly aware of this threat. Therefore,
it is making every effort, using demagogy and deception here
and force there to suppress this movement. : '
Imperialism stimulated and encouraged the emergence of
various movements and theories guch ag the «non-zligheds-
movement. Now however, when the rivalry between the
superpowers has increased, when the crisis has narrowed the
fields for manoeuvre, a large number of «non-aligned~ coun-

, tries are uniting with one or the other superpower.

Along with the splitting of the movement and the many
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conflicts between different so-called non-aligned countries,
Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed in his Report, the demagogic
theories so painstakingly concocted by the different leaders,
especially the Yugoslavs, who have wanted to become the
leaders and ideologists of this group, collapsed, too. Now it
has ended up as an ill-defined, fluid and fickle movement
which Mares up and dies down according to the situations
which are created and the interests of the supenpowers.

The Chinese theory of «three worlds~ emerged as a theory
in defence of neo-colonialism and especially of the American
domination of the world, but melted away like salt crystals
in water. ' -

In recent years there has been a great deal of propaganda
about what is called the «new international economic order-

. which is supposed to solve the great tangle of problems -that

are worrying the economically undeveloped countries. Around
this «new order» vanious theories have been created, com-
plete schemes and projects have been presented, however,
nothing will. bé achieved because the imperialists do mnot
renounce the privileges and dominant positions. The correct
course is the struggle of the peoples to defend their rights to the
end, resolute opposition to the neo-colonialist plunder, the
taking over and sovereign administration of the national assets.

Comrade FEnver Hoxha pointed out that American im-
perialism and Soviet social-imperialism make great. efforts to
appear as two invincible superpowers. The imperialist super-
powers must be appraised as they are, neither underestima-
ting nor overestimating them. They are powerful and ferocious,
but they are alsc in decay, they are worm-eaten and degene-’
rate, and their foundations are shaky.

In order to escape once and for all capitalist oppression
and exploitation, the neo-colonialist yoke of foreigners and
the domination of reaction, there is no other course apart from
the revolution, the overthrow of imperialism and capitalism.

. The struggle of the peoples, the struggle of the proleta-
riat against their enemies will surge ahead. It is an objective
historical process which ne force can stop.

The foreign policy of Albania, as the policy of a socialist

state, is an open, principled, independent yevolutionary and |
internationalist policy, It is led by the principles of Marxism- |

Leninism and proletarian internationalism, it defends the su- .
preme interests of our socialist Homeland, supports the re- -
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~ volutionary movements of the working class and the struggles

of the peoples for freedom, independence and sovereignty.
As a result of this, the voice of Albania has always been a

" free, realistic and objective voice. The policy of socialist Al-

bania has been for strengthening of sincere relations of friend-
ship and collaboration with all the freedom-loving and peace-
loving' peoples, with all those who fight against the aggressive
and hegemonic policy of imperialism.

The fact that socialist Albania bases its development and
progress on its own forces, that it consistently adheres to ifs
independent policy and boldly voices its opinion on all major
political and ideological questions, has created a favourable
situation for the development of ifs international relations.
Nowadays, our socialist country is recognized and respected
in the international arena as a sovereign state which is dis-
tinguished for its determined struggle against the super-
powers, for the preservation of peace and international se-
curity; for adherence to the fundamental principles regulating
relations between sovereign states, for its wise policy and
constructive efforts for the development of relations and
exchanges in different fields on the basis of mutual benefit
and interest. The diplomatic relations of Albania have been
extending from year fo year; in 1981 it maintained diplomatic
relations with 95 states and commercial and cultural relations
with an even greater rumber of siates.

Our state has devoted special care to relations with neigh-
bouring countries and, in a wider framework, with the Eu~
ropean countries. It holds that the participation of the majority-
of the countries of Europe in the military and political bloes
of the superpowers, which do not defend but sacrifice them,
is the cause of the divisions and splits in Europe, of the
frequent tensions and confrontations between different coun-
tries of this continent, Socialist Albania has clearly expressed
its attitude towards the Helsinki Conference and the so-called
European security. Socialist Albania did not take part in it

~ and denounced it as a farce hatched up by the two superpowers

with the objective of guaranteeing and strengthening their
respective spheres: of influence in Europe, of legalizing and
perpetusting their domination in this continent.

The cvents that have occurred in Europe and around it
since the Helsinki Conference have completely corroborated
and justified the stand of Albania. Time has shown that the
so-cailled «Helsinki spirit», «peaceful collaboration», «the free




520 PORTRAIT OF AL__BA_NIA

circulation of people and ideas., etc. were nothing but hollow-
sounding slogans to deceive the European peoples, to arouse
the illusion in them that the danger of ‘war is allegedly being

removed and that the maintenance of the imperialist status

guo in Burope is their salvation.

The view of socialist Albania is that only resolute oppo-
-sition to American imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism,
the liquidation of military blocs and the removal of atomic
weapons and foreign troops eam ensure the peace in Europe.

Because of the strategic position which the Balkan Pe-
nisula occupies and the old feuds, Comrade Enver Hoxzha
pointed out in his Report to the Congress, the conflicts are
- more acute and the dangers greater in this region. The sgi-
tuation is made even more complicated by the fact that the
superpowers, proceeding from their own. interests, are trying
to set the Balkan peoples and countries against one another,

that some countries of this region participate in the miltary
and economic blocs of the superpowers, foreign military
bases exist in their territories and they permit the Awmerican
and- Soviet fleets to enter their territorial waters and stay in
their ports, etc.

Our socialist state upholds the view that at present the
genuine aspirations of the peoples of the Balkans, the peace
and stability in this zone, ean be served best by not allowing
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The tragic events in Kosova in 1981 are the result of the
chauvinist policy followed towards the Albanian population,
the result of the denial of the political, economic and national
rights of the Albanians in Yugoslavia. The people of Kosova

- have never been reconciled to this situation and have per-

sistently fought for the rights due to them, for the independent
development of the economy, for the right to have their own
republic within the framework of the Yugoslav Federation,
the right to develop their national art and culture, to become
acquainted with their own history, ete. :

Socialist Albania has never interfered in the internal
affairs of Yugoslavia, but it has defended and will defend the
rights of its Albanians brothers in Yugoslavia with all its
might.

~ The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania has devoted
special care to strengthening friendly relations with Greece.
In recent years these relations have assumed further develop-
ment in all fields. .

Our state is ready to work with Italy for the further
development of normal relations in the interests of our two
peoples and for further progress of the existing relations.

The relations of the PSR of Albania with Turkey have
developed and are developing more and more in the spirit of
friendship and collaboration.

the imperialist superpowers to interfere in the internal affairs
of the countries of our region and by taking concrete and
constrictive measures for the positive development of relations
on the basis of the good neighbour pelicy. In the future too.
- socialist Alhania will make every éffort to ensure that mu bual
respect ‘and genuine wunderstanding prevail in its relations
with the neighbouring states. ' .

 Albania has been guided by these principles and these

Positive steps have been made in our country’s friendly
relations with the French Republic. Qur state has sincerely
expressed the desire that its relations with Austria, Sweden,
Finland, Norway, Denmark, Switzerland, Belgium, Holand
and Portugal should be further developed and extended.

The post-Second World War British governments have
adopted hostile, anti~democratic stands towards new Albania,
aims in its relations with Yugoslavia, too. The policy of social~ . bApaE eﬁl‘-‘ﬁﬂ ert?t}:é .E;ﬁy tgelgle.d (‘;hae A]ban;g:? go}f . EIJ Iundggrc:ed
ist "Albania towards’ Yugoslavia has always been constant, o tgeir own interests. In th 15 cay &I; s tEXp otting ble in
unaltered in- its foundations and principles, and the attitudes \ talk of i '1 tic rel . eseb ctlgfums thncets ere can no
and behaviour of the Yugoslavs towards it will not make it plomatic relations between the two countries. The

_ 4 5 0w W ; British government must immediately return the gold to
waver from them. The desire of socialist Albania is, as Comrade . . . .
Fnver Hoxha stressed in the 8th Congress of PLA, that the Albania together with the interests accrued from the arbitrary

siate relations dn-differént fields between the two countires exploitation of it. The PSR of Albania will fight against the

should develop normally. However, this will depend on the _ j Ijustices which. have been or are being done to it.

stand of Yugoslavia towards socialist Albania and on its treat- - : The PSR of Albania is of the opinion that in regard

ment of the.Albanians in Kosova and other parts of Yu- | ; fo the Federal Republic of Germany, with understanding on

goslavia which constitute an entity of nearly 2 million’ people. ~the part of both sides over certain questions that remain
1 .

— e
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suspended since the Second World War, difficulties to the
establishment of diplomatic relations can be surmounted.
The profound principled ideological and political disagree-
ments of our Party and state with the countries of Eastern
Europe are well-known. Without relinquishing the struggle
- against modern revisionism, our state is for the normal de-
velopment of relations, for trade exchanges on the basis of
equality and reciprocal benefit with Rumania, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, the German Democratic Republic,
Hungary. : . _
Our state has supported and will continue to support to
the end and energetically the just struggle of the Arab peoples
for the liberation of the Arab territories occupied by the

Israeli zionist aggressors, Qur state degires that there is a-

further development of the friendly relations of our country
with Algeria, Syria, Irag, Libya, Lébanon, Tunisia, Egypt and
other Arab ecountries. _

Our state maintaing friendly relations with a number of
African countries such as Tanzania, Guinea, Mali, Zambia,
Zimbabwe and is for the further development of these rela-
tions, - . , . .

Our country has good relations also with a number of

counhtries of Asia. With the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
with Laos and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
our relations are developing in a friendly way. Our state has
- condemnded the bloodthirsty activities of the Pol Pot cligue,
a tool of the Chinese social-imperialists and it hopes that
the Cambodian people will surmount the difficulties they are
encountering and decide their own fate and future.
_ As a result of the hostile, anti Albanian activity of the
Chinese leadership, apart from formal diplomatic relations,
there are mo other concrete relations between our country
and China. :

The Chinese social-imperialists have lined up agains*
our Party, our people and our country. But their acti
vities and aims have beerr exposed in the face of the firn
Marxist-Leninist principled stand of our Party. The lette
of July 29, 1978 of the Central Committee of the Party ¢
Labour of Albania and the Government of the PSR of Alban:
to the Chinese revisionist leadership, which expresses tt
political and "ideological line of the Party of Labour, is
courageous exposure of the reactionary aims and activiti
of the Chinese revisionists, This letter and the subseque

Bulgaria and -

Do e
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documents of the Party, as well as the works of great theore-
tical and practical value.of Comrade Enver Hoxha, «Imperial-
ism and the Revolution» and Reflection on China» throw
light, with many facts and documents of irrefutable strength,
on the anti-Marxist line of the CP of China, revealing- the
real motifs that have prompted the social-imperialist leader- .
ship of that country inte infamous and hostile actions a-
gainst socialist Albania, into the violation of the oflicial agree-
ments and profocols, into trumped-up accusations of all
kinds. . ,
The correct and resolute stand of our socialist country
towards the aims and actions of the Chinese revisionists
have had wide, far-reaching response all over the world. They
have been welecomed and powerfully supported by the true
Marxists and the progressive people who express their
support for the Party of Labour of Albania, and their pro-
found aversion to the Chinese social-imperialists, as the traitors
they are and lackeys in the pay of imperialism, and of Ameri-

_can imperialism in particular.

The establishment of diplomatic relations with Japan crea-
tes the conditions and paves the way for the development of
trade between the two counfries. S

The People’s Socialist Republic of Albania has normal
relations with Mexico, Peru, Argentina, Panama and other
countries'of Latin America. It is ready to establish such rela-
tions also with other couniries of this continent which are
for friendly relations and commercial and cultural exchanges
with our country. ' .

 'With the United States and the Soviet Union, which are
the most savage enemies of the freedom and independence of
the peoples, of peace and security in the world, our couniry
hag and will have no relations. Just as in the mpast, it will
resolutely continue its struggle for the exposure of their
aggressive and hegemony-seeking policy and activity,

In the fufure, {00, the People’s Socialist Republic of Alba-
nia will work for the development of international relations in
a positive direction. In this spirit, it will spare no efforts in
e United Nations Organization and other international orga-
nizations so as to make its contribution to the defence of
the interests and aspirations of the pecples.

. The foreign policy of the Albanian state, a policy archi-

1 tected by the Party of Labour of Albania, is an open policy,
a consistently principled policy. This policy is aimed at further
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strengthening freedom and independence of the Homeland
safeguarding and consolidating . the gains we have made on
the road of socialism, guaranteeting the communist future of
our country, a policy which contributes to the triumph of the
cause of the revolution and the liberation of the peoples,
The correct and principled stands socialist Albania assumes
on the international plane, our people’s successful construction
and defence of socialism relying entirely on their own forces,
have won our free and independent socialist country the
deserved sympathy and respect of millions of people all over
the world. This is the independent political and ideological
course resolutely followed by socialist Albania. This course
- 1s expressed in the correct Marxist-Leninist line of the Party
and in the foreign policy of the PSR of Albania which com-
plies with its own fundamental interests and those of the
freedom and independence of the peoples, of the international
proletariat, the revolution and socialism,

CONCLUSION

This book is an effort to throw light on the true portrait
of Albania in a most objective approach.

The informed reader certainly knows that the enemies of
Albania, and in the first place the spokesmen of the impe-
rialist powers, plot in silence against Albania, and even if so-
metimes they mention it, they endeavour to present it in an
entirely false light. Today the same attitude is adopted by
the scribes of imperialism and modern revisionism. However,
in spite of this silent conspiracy, in spite of the lies and
falsifications, the blockade and the plots concocted, in the
first place, by the American imperialists, the Soviet social-
imperialists and the Chinese revisionists, the voice of small
Albania has been heard all over the world.

The millions of honest pecple with democratic and prog-
ressive ideas, the millions of the revolutionaries all over
the world, who have seen how the Albanian reality has
torn the dense fog spread by the enemies of democracy,
progress and socialism, lend a more attentive ear to the voice
of Albania, try to know better the reality of this small
country in the Balkans, of this small people who have blazed
the trail of history sword in hand, who have dispelled the
centuries-old darkness and have embarked on the broad road
of socialism and communism — the future of all mankind,
with confidence and determination. :

After the betrayal by the Khrushchevite revisionists and
their flunkeys, Albania, always loyal to Marxism-Leninism,
continues with success the work for the building of socialism.
Our country is a brilliant example that socialism and com-
munism are not a utopian dream, as the ideologists of the
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bourgeoisie and modern revisionism iry t¢) make out, but a
reality, an objective necessity, an unavoi e historical stage,

through which all the countries will Hasd sooner or later.

In the first years after Liberation from the nazi-faseist
bondage and from the local trajtors, it was a great joy to
see the first electric power plant, the first university, the
first professional theatre, the first railroad, the promulgation
of the first law on social insurances, the creation of the

first agricultural cooperative, etc. These were great victories

dor a people who emerged [rom the semi-feudal and semi-
colonial state and set out on the road of material and spi-
ritual progress. The word «first» was mentioned in a sense
of triumph. The same can be said today, but in another sense,
Socialist Albania is the first country in the world which
abolished taxes, wiped out malaria, and the opium of reli-
gion. Albania has the most progressive Constitution in the
world. To"these successes must be added the complete elec-
trification of the country, the remarkable development of the
popular education and a long series of victories, which have
transformed Albania into a counlry towards which the
millions of the revolutionaries in the world have directed
their eyes. . ) :
Socialist Albania, a backward country only 38.years ago,
is a brilliant example, its experience iz studied everywhere,
Socialist Albania has attracted the hatred of the imperialists,

the revisionists and reactionaries of all colours. And it deems .

this an honour. On the other hand, socialist Albania has the
friendship, symnpathy and support of all the revolutionary
people of the world, And again it deems this an honocur,
Albania marches ahead on its road, making an outstanding
coniribution to the theory and practice of the revolution,

Always loyal to the Marxist-Leninist philosophy, social-
ist Albania, under the leadership of the PLA with Comrade

Enver Hoxha at the head, will hold high the banner of .

Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalim, and will advance on the
brilliant road of socialism and communism,

iy
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